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SAKET KUMAR : Another post graduate in History from Hindu College, University

of Delhi, Saket comes from the town of Madhubani in Bihar. His areas of interest
include swimming, reading books, listening to music and watching movies. He is
undergoing district trainingin Bhagalpur.




REMINISCENCES OF A DISTRICT MAGISTRATE & COLLECTOR

| was District Magistrate & Collector of
Darbhanga District from 17" May, 1967 to 24"
October, 1969. In those days the undivided
Darbhanga District (The district was divided in
1972) consisted of 44 blocks (15 blocks in
Samastipur Subdivision, 18 blocks in Madhubani
Subdivision and 11 blocks in Sadar Subdivision)
and a population of 46 lakh. During my tenure, |
made it a point to attend monthly Subdivisional
Coordination Committee Meetings, where | could
meet every BDO and A.A. in the district once a
month and review their performance. The
meetings were held on the 10", 12" & 15" of every
month. It was really a rewarding, and also a
learning experience for me. The district was
represented by 30 MLAs, 5MLCs & 5 MPs.

| was in Darbhanga for 30 months. There were
several incidents, small and big during my stay
there; but the incident which is still fresh in
memory is how we handled the situation in
Darbhanga town during the observance of
Moharram in 1968. Darbhanga town and the
neighboring villages have a significant muslim
population (maybe about 25%). During the
observance of Moharram, processions from all
the neighbouring villages would pass through
Darbhanga town before reaching Karbala. About
a lakh of muslims collected in Darbhanga town
during the observance of Moharram and the
processions would not deviate from the
traditional route, which covered the clock tower
and the adjoining lanes in Darbhanga town where
a large number of shops of petty traders were
located. The shops had utensils hanging in the
doorway. Heavy deputation of magistrates and

- K. N. Ardhanareeswaran

police force had to be deployed to maintain law
and order in the town.

In 1968, Moharram was observed in the second
week of April. As usual, deputation of magistrates
and police force was made at critical places in the
town. The processions from different centres
arrived in the evening and the processionists
were carrying lathis and other weapons. They
reached the clock tower in the centre of the town,
and while passing through the narrow lanes they
damaged, with their lathis the utensils hung
outside some of the shops. The shop keepers
came out and started protesting and threatened
the processionists with dire consequences. Both
sides traded insults and heated arguments
followed. The intervention of the magistrate on
deputation did not ease the situation. On being
threatened, a large number of the processionists
took refuge in a mosque close to the clock tower.
The shop keepers now alleged that the Muslims
had stored fire-arms in the mosque and insisted
on entering the mosque to search for fire-arms. In
the meantime, more and more processionists
arrived on the scene. Seeing the situation going
out of control, the magistrate on duty telephoned
to the SDO and asked him to come to take charge
of the situation. The SDO reached the scene and
tried to broker peace between the two
communities. All the while, the crowd was
swelling and turning violent. After his
unsuccessful effort to bring about peace and
disperse the violent and unruly mob, the SDO
telephoned me and asked me to come. |
immediately contacted SP (the Late Shri. N. N.
Singh) and we reached the site in a few minutes




with reinforcements. We sized up the situation
and tried our best to make the two groups see
sense, but they were in no mood to listen to sane
advice and the violence and bloodbath seemed to
be imminent.

After seeing the situation going out of control we
decided to take another course of action. The SP
who was six-footer ordered at the top of his voice
fire, fire, fire'. He only ordered the firing of tear
gas shells. But it had the desired effect as the
mob thought it was police firing!! The mob ran
helter-skelter and dispersed into the surrounding
lanes and by-lanes. We sent police parties who
rounded up about 100 persons who were the
trouble makers from both sides.

At this stage Bihar was in a state of instability due
to the fall of Mr. Mahamaya Prasad Sinha's and
Mr. B. P. Mandal's governments in quick
succession. In April, 1968, the Bihar Government
consisted of the Chief Minister and two other
ministers. One of these ministers represented
Darbhanga town in the Legislative Assembly. He
also happened to be a lawyer. The arrested
persons, who were mainly small traders
telephoned the minister and asked him to rush to
Darbhanga to rescue them from police atrocities!
The Minister arrived in Darbhanga the following
morning. As soon as he reached the Circuit
House, he sent for me. The minister, started
raving and ranting about police excesses. |
patiently explained to him the role of the
administration and stated plainly that there would
have been a serious communal riot leading to
loss of many lives but for the intervention. The
minister was in no mood to listen and insisted that

the arrested persons be released forthwith after

dropping the criminal cases against them. |

explained to him that the cases once instituted
could not be closed without following the due
process of law. | told the minister that the arrested
persons could apply for bail and the applications
could be considered by the court. Being a lawyer
by profession, he could see the merit in my
argument.

After returning home, | telephoned the SDO, who
was also SDM. At that time there was no full
separation of judiciary from the executive and the
SDO also functioned as SDM. | instructed him to
hear the bail applications and pass whatever
order he thought appropriate. | purposefully did
not give any other instruction to him as | wanted
the law to take its own course. As there were a
number of holidays, arrested persons were all
remanded to jail custody. The process of law was
not subverted.

As any communal incident during the observance
of Moharram was considered serious, the
Commissioner, Tirhut Division and DIG of Police
visited Darbhanga. After discussion, they came
to the conclusion that a very serious situation was
handled firmly and decisively, with minimum use
of force. In the meantime, to instill confidence in
the people and restore normalcy, the SP had
requested a company of mounted police from
Muzaffarpur. When the mounted police arrived,
the SP suggested that we should organize a route
march in the town led by the DM and the SP.
| welcomed the idea. | fished out my riding
breeches from the very bottom of one of my
trunks!! My immediate problem was whether
| would fit in my riding breeches, ten years after
| had left Metcalfe House. Fortunately | could, and
the route march went off well. This was an
improvement on my Metcalfe days, when the




horse bolted to the stables with me still in the
saddle! It must have been a sight for sore eyes to
see the DM and the SP riding on horse back
through the streets of Darbhanga town!! The
minister now nursed a strong grievance against
me. When he came to know that the
Commissioner and the DIG of police had visited
Darbhanga and finally endorsed the action taken
by the district administration, he got upset and
agitated. He persuaded the Government to issue
an order directing the Chief Secretary and IGP to
enquire into the incident and submit a report. This
was possible as the then Chief Secretary was
known to fawn on ministers and bend backwards
to please them.

The Chief Secretary and the IGP planned a visit
to Darbhanga. The Minister also made a
schedule to arrive on the same day, as he wanted
to show his constituents that he could humble the
district administration. The information about the
plans of the CS and the IGP arrived first, and as
was customary, the PA allotted Rooms 1 and 2 to
them. The Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
Mr. Dhanik Lal Mandal was already in Room
number 3. So, when the Minister's tour plans
arived, he was allotted Room number 4. On the
the appointed day, | went to the airport to receive
the C.S. and the I.G.P. The S.D.O. Sadar was
deputed to receive the Minister. The C.S. and the
I.G.P. arrived on schedule but the Minister's train
was late. As the SDO had court duty on that day,
he was not present when the Minister arrived.
This infuriated the Minister and he became even
more angry on reaching the Circuit House to find
himselfin Room 4.

In the discussions that followed the CS and the
IGP were apprised of the events on Moharram

Day and how our intervention had actually saved
the situation and prevented a blood bath. It was
pointed out that there were no police excesses
and the arrests were unavoidable. They left for
Patna, fully satisfied with the actions taken. The
minister also left at the same time but fretting and
fuming.

On reaching Patna, the Minister created a huge
furore that he had been humiliated by the DM and
not allotted a room befitting his stature as
Minister. He demanded that the DM be
transferred forthwith for mishandling a communal
incident and for insulting a Minister. The local
dailies, 'The searchlight' and 'The Indian Nation'
had headlines that screamed ‘Minister humiliated
in Darbhanga' etc. Unfortunately for the Minister
and fortunately for me the government collapsed
in the next two days and President's Rule was
introduced! Thus, the story ended in an anti-
climax for the Minister!!

| stayed on Darbhanga for 18 more months and
conducted the unique mid-term poll for the

Assembly in May 1969. | call it unique because
the entire poll was conducted in one day. This
was done for the first time in Bihar in 1969.
Darbhanga had 30 constituencies and how we
were able to organize and conduct the one day
pollis another story.

PS — The Minister returned to the bar in
Darbhanga and resumed his practice in a few
days. He appeared in my court on a number of
occasions, but relations remained cordial, as |
nursed no ill will or grievance against him.

[Sri K. N. Ardhanareeshwan is an LA.S.
officer of 1958 batch. He stays at B9/ 6340,
Vasant Kunj, New Delhi — 110070]




FINANCIAL PLANNING FOR CIVIL SERVANTS

I would like to begin by taking a position that, as a
class, civil servants are very poor in their financial
planning and end up making sub-optimal or at
times disastrous financial decisions. While the
conduct rules of the civil servants do not
proscribe investment in shares and securities,
frequent dalliance with the market and
profiteering from it is frowned upon. The majority
of civil servants take this to extreme end and
regard financial planning as some sort of taboo.
Although having fixed income and well defined
liabilities and life events, most of the civil servants
end up putting majority of their money in savings
bank, fixed deposits or National Saving products.

Financial Planning
One should begin by planning the needs at

various stages of life and the likely savings that
one is going to have. “One size fits all” should not
be tried as a strategy. What is good for one need
not necessarily be good for another civil servant.
The total career span of approx three decades
can be broadly divided into three parts. In the
three different decades their financial needs are
different and every officer needs to spend some
time to plan his individual portfolio. Buying a
house, providing for education of children or their
wedding, post retirement years, family vacations
etc. can be planned. Besides, there could be
unforeseen expenses like medical expenses, for
which some liquid money should be kept apart.
We also often confuse tax planning with overall
financial planning. Every February or March, the
agents of National Savings or the officials of the
Directorate of National Savings become the
unofficial financial advisor for civil servants. The
right approach would be to have an over-all
financial planning, make broad allocation across
asset classes and then decide which instrument
to buy from tax efficiency point of view.

- U. K. Sinha

Risk Return Matrix
The simple law is that more return you are looking

for, the more risk you are taking. Besides, the
more illiquid an asset class is, the more opaque
is the price discovery. Amongst the instruments,
Sovereign Bonds i.e. Government Bonds, are
known to be highest in safety and lowest in risk,
followed by Bonds issued by Semi-Government
or PSUs. This is followed by Bonds issued by
corporates which can be categorized according
to their rating. The highestrating is 'AAA" and the
lowest can be what is popularly called as ‘junk
bonds'. The next asset class is the equity assets
i.e. shares of listed companies. Here the
companies with large market cap are generally
regarded to be lower in risk compared to those
listed companies having smaller market cap.
This is mainly because the large cap companies
are actively researched by analysts in the mutual
fund, broking and insurance industry. Their
corporate governance levels are stronger and
entering or exiting from these companies at short
notice is easier. Higher up in the risk matrix are
the shares of unlisted companies or investments
in real estate companies. One rider regarding
bonds that needs to be kept in mind is that active
trading in bonds can be risky because such a
trader is taking a risk on the future. A civil servant
should invest in Government bonds provided he
is holding them to maturity and is not having any
intention to do active trading in them. To give an
example, if a 10 year Government bond is having
acoupon rate of 7% but the currentinterestrate in
the market is 8%, then the bond of Rs. 100/- sells
at Rs. 93.20. If at a later date, the interest rate
goes up, then the price of this bond will further
come down i.e. even capital can be eroded. The
following table gives some rudimentary idea
about the risk-return profile of various asset
classes.




TABLE - |

Investment

Risk Level

How to Buy

Government
Securities

Lowest

Generally available in larger lots. Exposure can be had through G-
Sec Funds of Mutual Funds.

Postal/ National
Saving Schemes

Can be purchased by applying directly to the Post Office or through
an agent. Tax benefits are available. The scheme has the backing
of the Government of India so there are no risks associated with
the investment. Can be bought in small amounts.

Mutual Fund
Schemes
(Details in Table 1)

Low to High depending
upon the category of the
schemes.

Investors purchase mutual fund units from the fund itself or through
Agents, Banks, Post Offices, Stock Exchanges (available for
select mutual funds on NSE and BSE). Systematic monthly
Investment plans are available with as small as Rs. 100/- per
investment.

ULIPs of Insurance
companies

Low to High depending
upon the type of the
Policy.

ULIPs are products that combine insurance and investment for the
insured and are mostly market-linked. ULIPs can be bought
directly from Insurance Companies or through banks, authorized
agents etc.

Shares of Listed
companies

Moderate to High Risk

Shares can be bought through IPO or Stock Exchanges. IPO
gives a chance to buy shares directly from the company. Once
shares are listed they can be bought through Stock Exchanges.

Commodities (such
as Gold, Silver,
etc.)

Moderate to High Risk

Can be bought directly from the market. Alternative, exposure can
be had through futures on commodities traded on Commodity
Exchanges. Fluctuations in prices are relatively higher. Liquidity
would be lower if held in physical form.

Shares of unlisted
Company

High Risk

Can be purchased through private placement. Liquidity is low.

Real Estate

Very High

Requires large investment. Direct investment in Real estate
properties or indirectly through investment in companies engaged in
Real estate activities.

Buying Process

products. The mutual fund industry on the other

Normally in this country, there are insurance
agents, mutual fund agents and agents of
National Savings and postal products. Currently,
the insurance regulation requires a person to be
selling products of only one insurance company

(except in case of corporate agents). So, an
insurance agent that one might encounter in the
district town or State capital is most likely to be an
agent of a particular insurance company with the
intention of selling the product of that company
itself and not having the incentive to genuinely
advise about the merits of various competing

hand, follows the open architecture method. This
means that old agents selling UTI or other Mutual
Funds are actually Independent Financial
Advisors (IFAs) having a mandate to advise the
clients about various products rather than
pushing a particular product. But it is common
knowledge that most of them push only those
products where the mutual funds are offering
them higher commission. The distinction
between insurance product and a mutual fund
product has also got blurred in this country over
the last 10 years. Planning for a life cover in the




event of an untoward incident is a very legitimate
desire and must form part of one's overall
planning. However, the recent dispute between
SEBI and IRDA has underscored the fact that
many products are, in fact, investment products
having a very limited insurance component. One
should, therefore, plan for a Team Policy for life
cover and if one is buying a ULIP or other similar
products from an insurance agent about what
commission the agent is getting, what are the
other costs which the insurance company will be
deducting and what amount out of Rs. 100/- given
by the customer is actually going to the
investmentin his name.

Mutual Fund Products
Some people commit the mistake of buying and

selling shares on the confidence about their own
individual analytical capabilities. Unless one is
really an expert in the financial markets, one
should distance oneself from such a venture.
The thrill of making direct investments in share
market does not justify the risk of losing hard
earned money by a civil servant. Ideally, this
work should be given to Fund Managers. Here
also, there is a hierarchy of products with their
own risk-return profile. A primary risk-return
profiling of mutual fund products is given in the

table below:
Alternate Products
Portfolio Management Services and Private

Equity:

Many banks, mutual funds and brokerage houses

TABLE Il

Product

Brief Investment Objective
Category

Risk Return

Liquid / Money
Market Mutual
Funds

Portfolio of money market securities
with high liquidity and quality debt. Can
be used to invest for as low as one day.

Return more than Savings account.

Generate credit risk free return through
investments in Short term sovereign
securities. Investment Horizon: Short
Term.

G.Sec
(Short Term)

Low Risk

Higher Return than Liquid/ money market and
savings accounts.

Pure Debt
corporate papers and Govt.
securities. Liquid Investment.
Investment horizon 1-3 years.

fund.
dept

Invest in rated

Bond Funds

Low Risk

Higher Return than Liquid/money market and
savings accounts.

Generate credit risk free return through
investments in long term sovereign
securities. Investment Horizon — Long
term.

Gsec Funds
(Medium/ Long
Term)

Low to Moderate

Risk

Fairly Stable and market oriented Returns.

Investment in Equity and Debt with a
view to generate regular income together
with cpital appreciation.

Balanced
Funds

Provide a balanced mixture of safety, income

Moderate Risk

and capital appreciation.

Investment in equity and equity related
instruments with an objective of long-
term capital appreciation. Investment in
Open ended funds can be redeemed on
any working day.

Diversified
Equity Funds

Moderate to High
Risk (Large cap
funds less riskier
than Mid / small
caps)

Actively managed funds seek to outperform
Broad markets. Hedge against inflation over
long periods.

Sectoral
Funds (e.qg.
Energy/
Power/
Banking)

Investment is concentrated in one/two
sectors of the economy. Higher risk
than diversified funds.

High Risk

Besides the skill of the fund manager, the
return is also constrained by the performance
of the Sector. As such, can give very high or
moderate return in short spurts.




offer Portfolio Management Service (PMS). These
are available to investors investing above a certain
amount of Rs. 5 lakh & above. Here the Fund
Manager creates a specific portfolio for the client
and manages it on his behalf. My personal belief is
that this is not an ideal option for civil servants
unless they have a big amount (Rs. 25 lakh or
more) to invest and do not have any requirements
of funds in the foreseeable future of 3 to 5 years.
Investment in Private Equity is a risky from the point
of view of investors. The pay-off time is also
generally large — 5 to 8 years, and there is no
guarantee of return. A civil servant should avoid
getting into this class unless he himself
understands this business very well.

Health insurance
While civil servants (both serving and retired) are

CGHS, the rigour involved is so high and the quality
of service is so markedly different from good quality
private hospitals that, | would recommend civil
servants to buy their own medical cover from their
mid-30s or 40s for themselves as well as their
spouse. If these policies are taken well in time and
claims are not made for reasonable period of time,
a track record is built for charging lower premium

A man may hope for anything while he has life.

when one is no longer working, in advanced age

and these medical cover can be of great help.
Conclusion
India is a country with high savings rate but

moderate investment rate in financial products.
There are several well-run research agencies
providing regular update and analysis of various
investment products. Besides, electronic portals
there are magazines and financial planners now
available for advice. Instead of getting intimidated
by unknown terminology one should go for
professional consultation and have planning for
entire life-cycle. This is more important now
because newly recruited Central Government
employees, All India Services Officers and State
Government employees are no longer entitled to an
assured pension. They must plan for their old age
income security very early in life.

[Sri U. K. Sinha I.A.S. (1976), is C.M.D. of UTI
AMC. Views expressed are personal.]

- Telesphorus of Rhodes

How on earth are you ever going to explain in terms of chemistry and physics so important a

biological phenomenon as first love?

- Albert Einstein

If you cannot be star in the sky be a bulb in your home.

- A Siberian Proverb

Life is nothing but a competition to be the criminal rather than the victim.

Genius is born not paid.

- Bertrand Russell

- Oscar Wilde




WELL DONE ABBA !

Mainstreaming of the 'Muslim' in Hindi films

You would be hard put to recall a mainstream film
whose hero bore the name Salim, Javed or
Asghar — unless it was a 'Muslim' film. You might
think of the student poet Anwar (Rajendra Kumar
in Mere Mehboob 1963) plaintively singing Mere
mehboob tujhe meri mohabbat ki kasam at the
college farewell function, which was actually
addressed to the mysterious beauty whom he
had accidentally bumped into and caught only a
fleeting glimpse of, clad as she was in burga. He
could not forget that suhana manzar, and ever
since he had been looking for her in har raah har
mehfil with all consuming yearning to have her
deedaronce again in life. Lest you miss the point
the campus could be Aligarh Muslim University.
Regulation Johnny Walker could be there to
provide comic relief to the brooding hero and help

resolve the mystery at crucial moments.

The alluring glimpse of the heroine through the veil
or burga not only aroused passion, it would
potentially cause misunderstandings and tangled
wires, sometimes with tragic consequences as in
Chaudahvin ka Chand (1960).

These familiar clichés made 'Muslim social' a well
recognized genre in the 1960s. Indeed oncein a
while a film would come with a more sophisticated
theme such as Garam Hawa on partition or Nikah
on the issue of triple talag. The most recent My
Name is Khan seeks to challenge the community
profiling in the wake of 9/11. Chak de India at one

- Anil K. Upadhyay

level is about women's empowerment, but the
sole driving force of Kabir Khan (Shahrukh Khan),
the coach of the Indian women's hockey team, is
to redeem himself of the bigoted insinuation that
his suspect loyalty was behind India's loss to
Pakistan under his captaincy in the World Cup

final some years ago.

Another stock Muslim character in mainstream
films is the cameo of the lovable and kind hearted
neighbourhood Chacha — as if the director was

trying to make a statement 'Muslims are also nice

people' or | have some very close Muslim friends

who are like my family members'. You could think
of Shakti Kapoor in Hum Aapke Hain Kaun,
Yunus Parwez in Deewar and Iftekhar, Nazir

Husain or A.K. Hangal in numerous films.
A Muslim character in Hindi films always has his

identity stated in a very overt manner. It is true
that India being over 80% Hindu you relate more
easily to Raj, Rahul or Vijay. But there is no
reason why there can not be an Angry Young
Man named Afzal who is angry not because he is
a Muslim but because he faces the same harsh
society that Vijay faced in Zanjeeror Deewar.

‘Well Done Abba’ breaks new ground in that its
main characters are Muslim in a very un-self-
conscious manner and the situation they face are
of everyday India regardless of identity. The
main protagonist is the endearing and garrulous
driver Armaan Ali (Boman Irani), who had gone




on one month's leave to his village to find a match
for his teenage daughter (Minisha Lamba) who
lived there with his twin brother and his wife.
When he comes back after three months, his irate
boss threatens to sack him. Armaan Ali pleads
with him to just hear out his story which detained
him. The story told in flashback is of the relentless
corruption of the entire government system from
patwari to sarpanch to engineers to photographer
he encountered when he was persuaded to apply
for a scheme of government well that would have
solved his problem of water shortage. After
paying out the prescribed bribes to everyone, all
he was left with was just a well on paper but with
all the documentary proofs of its successful
completion. His bold and confident daughter who
is a class XllI student and is familiar with the Right
to Information Act spurs him to take on the vile
guys which snowballs into a mini-revolution
threatening the fall of the government.

The film is a dramatised depiction of Rajiv
Gandhi's famous quip that only 15 paise of every
rupee spent by the government on welfare
programmes actually reaches the beneficiaries
(in this case nothing does). One can quarrel with
Shyam Benegal for showing a bleak reality in an
amusing and comic manner. But the film is
eminently watchable for its credible

performances.

Shyam Benegal has meant it as a satire on a
social issue but what | find striking is the seamless
manner in which Muslim and Hindu characters
straddle the film without any clichés. Armaan Ali
himself is illiterate. But his daughter is educated
and confident not in a way of message of 'even
Muslim women can be educated' but in a very
matter of fact manner as a natural consequence
of economic development that each succeeding
generation would have more literacy and

women's empowerment.

The mass popularity of Hindi films has played a
major role in national integration. They have done
more to propagate Hindi in the country than all the
sarkari and non-sarkari Hindiwallas. In a society
where caste is seen as a predominant identity,
their heroes are casteless unless that is the issue
in the film. We are all happy with their heroes
being just Rahul, Raj or Vijay not caring whether
they are a Srivastava or Tiwari. The film world in
their inter marriages and social behaviour are
patently non-sectarian. Well Done Abba! could
be a milestone if it were to herald an era of heroes
being Salim or Rahman just as likely as Raj or
Rahul without anyone batting an eyelid.

[Sri A. K. Upadhayay, I.A.S. (1975), is
Secretary to Govt. of India,
Department of Youth Affairs.]

If I have seen further it is by standing on the shoulders of giants.

- Isaac Newton

1 like pigs, Dogs look up to us. Cats look down on us. Pigs treat us as equals

- Winston Churchill




THE DARBHANGA CONNECT

A senior retired colleague of mine was with me
the other day in connection with an official
engagement with the Bihar Public Service
Commission. In the course of discussions along
with a few professors of History, | narrated an
anecdote. Lo and behold my senior colleague
caught me off guard and asked me to write an
article for PRAYAAS. Many well wishers keep
encouraging me to pen my stories, anecdotes etc
and as is usual, you procrastinate for some other
time. Another reason to write is that my previous
article was appreciated by three persons and if |
were to include my wife then it would make it four.
Four is a fairly good number and that too for an
article, the first one submitted to PRAYAAS. It
may sound that | have been writing for some other
publications also, which is not a fact. Butl am very
much inclined to do so with a fond hope that a few
articles here and there may pass me off as a
person of literary pursuits and you never know,
you may get nominated to the upper house.

In Sept. 1979, | was posted to Darbhanga as
District Collector. Incidentally | was shifted out of
Aurangabad District where | had hardly
completed a term of over a year. In those days,
we normally had tenure of two years. This was
dramatic in the sense that the orders stated that |
was to move out in 24 hrs. and take charge at
Darbhanga. At that point of time, all | kept telling
the Governmentwas that | would move outin less
than 24 hrs. (24 hrs. is too long) but that |
intended to avail my joining time before taking
charge at the new place. In a couple of hours |
learnt that Government was not happy with my
stand, so much so that both my Divisional
Commissioner and Chief Secretary called me up
over phone. The story in short is that the same
evening | was on a train from Dehri-on-sone to

-R. J. M. Pillai

Kolkata, on my way to Madras. Nothing
happened — those were the days. The feeling
then was akin to what Aubrey Menon termed as
“you felt like waving at every passing train”, that
was of course, in a different context.

| did report to Darbhanga on time. My tenure at
Darbhanga was for over two years. Incidentally, |
availed a long leave to move out and landed in
Health Department where | had a three years
stay. Generally | was happy to have had fairly
reasonable tenure. Much later | realized that as
Home secretary and Vig. Com. put together |
had an average tenure of thee months.

Now to the story, it was late September 1979
when | received a letter from England. It was
written by one Mr. Davies. He addressed me as
“My dear Collector” and went on to add, | quote “|
write to you as one of your erstwhile
predecessors as | was posted as District
Collector in 1934”. Mr. Davies was heading an
organization in England which was trying to
document all Christian graves in India. He further
mentioned that one Mr. Preaudeax was his SDO
at Samastipur and Archer of Madhubani painting
fame was at Madhubani. The old district had
become three entities. | did pass on the letter to
my friend at Samastipur so that he could gather
the details regarding the graveyard near the
Samastipur Railway Station. The details were
sent by DM Samastipur and | do recall that | had
also sent a detailed reply. It was indeed surprising
that Mr. Davies who must have been in his 80s,
still remembered his officers: worth emulating by
us who very often slip into selective amnesia.

[Sri R. J. M. Pillai (1973), is presently the
Chairman, Bihar Public Service
Commission.]




Chill4DRR

A Unique Global Initiative to make Disaster Learning Fun and Entertainment of Children

Chill4DRR literally means Chilldren for DRR
(Disaster Risk Reduction). Children has been
intentionally spelled with double | as the word
'‘Chill' is very popular and fashionable with
children today and practically every parent would
recall having heard it often from their children at
home advising them to 'chill out' and keep 'cool'.
As experiences, harrowing as they were, are
constant reminders of their overwhelming impact
on the one hand and their multifaceted character
on the other. In such a situation, each and every
section of the society needs to play a responsible
role in reducing the disaster risk and mitigating
the consequences thereof. As a result of this a
new perception is gradually dawning upon the
educated and informed section as well as a large
section of the general population that the Disaster
Management or risk reduction control can no
longer be viewed as the exclusive mandate for

the Government or any one or two of its agencies.

Children being one of the most vulnerable
sections of the society, and one it is important to
prepare them at the very earliest about the
varying natures of disasters and in this process
sharpen their curiosity and awareness which
would enhance their preparedness. So far,
imparting knowledge to children on disasters and
DRR has been through the conventional text-
book approach which invariably is uninteresting
and dull. There is a need for an innovative
approach to trigger the enthusiasm of children in
learning about disasters and Chill4DRR is one
such approach to make disaster learning Fun and

- Anil Kumar Sinha

Entertainment for children. In other words, it is
DISASTERTAINMENT- learning about disasters
with fun, excitement and entertaining activities.

Why should learning about disasters be 'dull
and boring'?

The whole venture and idea of Chill4DRR is
inspired by a brief exchange | had in Mumbai with
my niece — student of class X and throughout a
topper in her class. Sighting the book on Disaster
Management on her table | exclaimed with some
show of excitement to know her response about
the book on disaster management, which she
knew was my profession and passion. | must
admit | was shocked and fairly disappointed when
she replied that she never felt enthused to read
this subject as the book was very 'boring and dull'
in her words. This was followed by a similar
experience with students of class IX of an
international school in Dehradun where | had
gone to address a group of students and teachers
in aworkshop on data management organized by
LIGHTS Research Foundation —an NGO with the
support of Department of Science and
Technology, Government of India. Another
experience with the students of class IX of
Mother's International School in Delhi was no
better and only strengthened my resolve to take
up this as a challenge and do something about
this. While disasters were undoubtedly serious
business, | thought, learning about disasters
need not be, and to be fair to children who were
already 'loaded’ with heavy school bags, we owe




it to them to make the learning process full of fun,
activities, games and entertainment to the extent
possible. That would hopefully help make it a part
of their daily lives and nurture a culture of disaster
preparedness and disaster prevention as it is
done right from the childhood in many countries
like Japan, USA, and Singapore etc.

Scope and objectives of Chill4ADRR

The main scope of this endeavor is to make
available as many games, videos, cartoons,
posters, charts, slogans, etc. with which children
could easily get involved and learn about
disasters in a manner which is participative,
activity-oriented, exciting as well as entertaining
in nature. The main objective of Chill4DRR is to
make our up-coming generations more prepared
for future disasters and hence help in building
future generations disaster resilient.

Thus, Chill4DRR has the following objectives;
e To make students more proactive in learning

and participate in dissemination of knowledge
related with disasters and disaster

management;
To enhance the potential of children and

capacity building;

To trigger the imagination and fire the
enthusiasm of children to become young
Ambassadors of Disaster Risk Reduction
(DRR);

The main focus being on children the programme
rests on the premise that it is driven and managed
by children who take all the credits for their
contribution and GFDR plays the supporting and
facilitating role of providing a platform and
channel for them to create, share and learn

together. The mission is also based on the

conviction that given their wide exposure thanks
to the media — both print and electronic, today's
children can learn a lot amongst themselves by
participating in group activities and by sharing and
exchange of mutual ideas and experiences etc.

Chill4ADRR on the Facebook

Research shows that not many countries or
organizations devote much time or space for
creating learning resources for children. GFDR
has been striving towards creating a special
corner on its website to make it the best resource
cum reference point for children full of learning
materials packed with fun and entertainment. In
this context, some major initiatives were taken
up, whichinclude the following;

e Developed a special corner for children on
GFDR website- www.gfdr.org and also a
profile for Chill4DRR, on Facebook, with an
open invitation to children from all over the
world to share their experiences, stories,
knowledge and activities with
acknowledgment of full credit for their

contributions. This is available on the link -
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chill4DRR/

134762343225405?ref=ts.
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Picture 1. Chill4DRR on Facebook




Dedicated a page in every issue of GFDR's
Monthly Update for the young DRR
Ambassadors. This page showcases the

DRR related activities of children.
Other series of school contact programs and

sensitization program for the children in the
neighborhood were also taken up.
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Picture 2. Paintings by Children Published in Update

Some School Contact Programs and

Neighborhood Sensitization Programmes

School Contact Programmes on 'Disaster

Awareness: Safe School, Safe Community:
The program was organised by the Microdis

team, Department of Anthropology, DU on 30th
April, 2010 at Kendriya Vidyalaya, Keshavpuram,
Delhi. GFDR also participated in the program and
Ms. Victoria, Project Coordinator shared a

Picture 3. Students showing deep interest

presentation titled— Disaster Risk Reduction in
Schools and shared knowledge with the
students. It was organized with the objective to
create disaster awareness among the school
children.

An Interactive Session at the Mothers
International School, New Delhi:

On May 1, 2010, an interactive session on
disaster learning was organized by the Mother's
International school, New Delhi. Mr. Anil K.

Sinha, Chairman, GFDR, made a special

presentation on Disaster Learning and
Management. The session was attended by 190
students of Class IX and some of their teachers.

This session was very interactive and the
students participated with enthusiasm and
inquisitiveness. These students had some
understanding of disasters and disaster
management as it is a part of their school
curriculum. However, the session was able to
provide some new insights and a new
perspective to the students and make them
aware of their possible role in disaster
management as Champions, Ambassadors,
Leaders as well as Volunteers of disaster
preparedness and prevention.

Picture 4. Students during the question answer session




Sensitizing the Children in the Neighborhood:

On 23" June, 2010, a Neighbourhood
Sensitization Program (NSP) cum learning

workshop was held at The Palms, South City 1,
Gurgaon, India. It was organized by GFDR and
the Resident Welfare Association (RWA) of The
Palms. The workshop was attended by around
thirty children, housewives and senior citizens in
the neighborhood.

The program was organised with the objectives
to-

Impart basic learning and orientation about
disasters and emergencies among the

residents including the children;
Give suggestions on the role of neighborhood

specially children and the housewives in

disaster management;
Make children, women and senior citizens

more proactive in learning and participation in
dissemination of knowledge related with

disasters and disaster management;
Rouse the enthusiasm of the children in the

neighborhood to become young Disaster
Risk Reduction (DRR) Ambassadors;

An Interactive session with the students of
Environment Club of Mother's International
School

As a follow up program, another interactive
session was held with the members of
Environment Club of Mother's International
School. The main objective of this session was to
orient the students about Chill4DRR.

During the visit, a preview of the summer project
on disaster management submitted by the

students was also taken as GFDR was also
involved in giving guidance for these projects.
The members of club have been involved in
creating various environment friendly objects like
cards, toys, etc., from waste materials.

The children received Chill4DRR with
enthusiasm and requested uploading of more
videos and games.

Picture 5. Mr Sinha interacting with children in the
neighborhood programme

Whatis GFDR ?
Global Forum for Disaster Reduction (GFDR),

India, has been very actively involved in DRR
activities since its inception. We believe in
‘Global Vision — Local Action' and hence
emphasize on sharing of globally available
knowledge and information to suit the local
needs. It has been involved in a number of
projects at local, national as well as international
levels. GFDR is a non-profit, non-governmental
organization registered as a society and with its
global network spanning several continents and
across countries like Japan, Australia, United
Kingdom, USA, Indonesia and others.

For further details of its activities | will encourage
you to visit the website: www.gfdr.org.




Picture 6. Mother's International School: members of the Environment Club

Building Back Better Bihar

Providence and ‘cosmic conspiracy' as | call it
brings me back to my own state of Bihar after a
gap of fifteen long years to work for disaster
management, which has by now become my
profession with a passion and mission all its own.
I will strive to provide regular contributions to our
wonderful PRAYAS in the coming months with a
rich variety of my experiences gained in course of
my visits to different foreign countries. | would
very much like to share them through my
contributions to PRAYAAS. Build Back Better
(BBB) —a coinage given by President Bill Clinton

as the Special Envoy of UN Secretary General in

the aftermath of Asian Tsunami of 2004, is the
global mantra of recovery processes across the

world. All friends and colleagues with their
children, wives and other family members are
invited to join this mission to keep Bihar in State of
ever preparedness to meet any eventuality
caused by a disaster and continue to move
onwards towards the bigger mission of BUILD
BACKBETTER BIHAR (BBBB).

[Sri Anil K Sinha, ILA.S. (1974), took
voluntary retirement in 2004 and is
currently Vice Chairman, Bihar State
Disaster Management Authority. Worked as
a Senior Consultant with the World Bank:
Continues as Hony Chairman & Co-founder,
Global Forum for Disaster Reduction
(GFDR)]




LOVE

We have entered an era in which we are in
constant doubt about every thing — our future, our
relationships, our interactions, our wants, our
enemies and so on. We live in a society which has
lost its heart. In our age or period, all the values of
the heart have been weakened and we have lost
all that is good, truthful and beautiful. In the mind of
individual, there is intense tension and this tension
has reached a level of near madness. One has to
relax this tension, and along with it, tune the stings
of the veena of the heart, from which arises the
greatest music of life. If we want goodness and
beauty to enter our lives there is no other way but

to tune the strings of the veena of the heart.

Love means to tune the strings of the heart from
where music can rise. That is why love can be
called prayer also. Love is a way to attain the
divine. Prayer without love is false, hollow and
meaningless. Most of us do not know love at all.
We love — potato chips, we love a good perfume,
we love a book and then we love a friend. At the
end of the day, we come to the conclusion that we
know what love is, maybe, this love which we think
of as love, is probably not love and so long as we
have this illusion that we know everything about
love, how can we search and seek it? Maybe, we
are not aware that the one who knows love has
simultaneously acquired the capacity to know the
divine. If you know love there is nothing else left to

be known in life.

- Paromita Saha

One afternoon Jesus stopped under a tree in a
garden. It was very hot and he was tired, so he slept
in the shadow of a tree. He did not even know to
whom the house, the garden or the tree belonged.
It was the garden of Magdalene, a very beautiful
prostitute of those days. Magdalene looked out of
the window and saw this handsome, person
sleeping under the tree. She had never seen such a
handsome man. Just as there is beauty of the body,
there is beauty of the soul also. One can often see
the beauty of the body but beauty of the soul is
rarely seen. But when the beauty of the soul
appears even the ugliest body becomes the most
beautiful flower. She had seen many handsome
men because there was always a crowd at her
door. Magdalene was drawn to the tree as if pulled
by some magnet. Jesus was about to get up and
leave, as he had finished resting. Magdalene said —
“Would you do me the favour of coming into my
house?” Jesus said “I have finished resting now,
and it is time for me to leave. But if | happen to pass
by here again and | am tired, then | will certainly rest
in your house.” Magdalene felt hurt. Great princes
had been turned away from her door and now
when she was inviting a beggar from the street in
her house, he refused, it hurt her feelings. So she
said, “no, | am not going to listen to this. You must
come inside —won't you do even this much to show
me your love? Won't you come and rest in my

house for awhile?




Jesus said “By your very invitation, | have entered
your house already,’ and if you ask' won't you even
show me this much love? Then | will say to you that
you may have seen many people who have said to
you 'l love you' but none of them loved you
because in their innermost core they were loving
something else. And | can assure you that | am
actually one of the few people who can love you
and who does love you — because only one in

whose heart love has arisen, can love.”

None of us can really love, because within us there
in no flow of love. When we say 'l love you' we are
not giving love, we are actually asking for love. Al
of us ask for love and how one, who himself is
asking for love can give love? How can people who

are asking for love be the givers of love?

All of us ask each other for love. The wife asks the
husband for love, the husband asks the wife for
love, the mother asks the son, the son asks the
mother and the friends ask fiends for love. Only a
person who has risen above the need to ask for
love can give love, for asking is an indication that

there is no source of love within him.

Love is sharing, it is not begging. Love knows only
giving, it does not know anything about asking.
Only a sharing heart, a giving heart can know love.
And the more love we give the more it will come

back to us.
The whole world is an echo; you give hate the hate

will come back to you, you give anger and anger
will come back to you, you abuse others and abuse
will return to you, whatever you have given comes
back to you and if love has not returned to you in an
immeasurable number of ways, then know that you

have not given love.

Love is not something to be obtained from outside.
Love is an inner flowering. It rises from some
dormant energy within. Yet we search for love from
outside. Love is the essential treasure of our being.
We are born with it. But this treasure remains
unexplored, while we are busy begging for love

outside.

Love is the inner treasure and love itself is the

music of the veena of the heart.

[Smt. Paromita Saha, W/o Sri K. C. Saha

(1975), Development Commissioner, Bihar]
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DISASTERS OF OFFICIAL APATHY

Sometimes administrative apathy, inaction and
indifference to people's problems give birth to
public resentment and may lead to serious law
and order problem. The present case study is an
example where continued negligence and
connivance of police officials led to serious law
and order problem resulting into killing of several
people.

| was posted as Sub Divisional Officer at Khunti
(now a district) in Ranchi district from 1987 to
1988. One day | was called to Ranchi by the
South Chotanagpur Divisional Commissioner
Smt. Radha Singh. Probably it was the month of
July and rains had started. She enquired from me
whether | was aware that nearly 18 to 20 people,
suspected to be dacoits had been lynched by the
villagers in and around village Birbanki in Arki
Block after public trial by the villagers.

| was not fully aware about the incident. | had just
heard that some criminals had been awarded
death sentence and killed in West Singhbhum
district by the villagers but | was not aware that
villagers of Khunti Sub Division have also adopted
the same method to eliminate criminals. The
Divisional Commissioner directed me to visit the
affected village immediately and report back within
two days.

| came back to Khunti and had a long discussion
with the Sub Divisional Police Officer. He was
also not aware about any such happening. We
decided to visit Birbanki and surrounding villages
next morning. As it was rainy season, journey to
Birbanki was very difficult. The approach road
was Kuchha and we had to cross three rivers

- Satish Singh Thakur

without bridges. But when situation demands, we
do no bother about hurdles. Accompanied by the
SDPO and armed force | reached Birbanki. We
found the village market closed and were told by
the village chaukidar that the villagers had
disappeared after hearing the news of the arrival
of the police. So entire area bore a deserted look.
We moved from village to village, but no one
came forward to talk to us. We found only ladies in
the houses. They were not ready to talk to us, so
we returned back disappointed without colleting
any information.

But to my pleasant surprise, same night at about
11 PM about 10 people came to my official
residence to talk to me. | was informed that some
people from Birbanki had come and wanted to
meet me. | called them inside my sitting room.
They had come from Birbanki and adjoining
villages. They told me that they were so scared of
the police, that they had left the area after getting
the news of the arrival of the Police. They then
decided to meet SDO at his residence in the night
and narrate the entire episode.

I, first offered them food and water and made
them comfortable so that they could talk with
ease. They narrated the entire episode.

They told me that there were a number of
incidents of dacoity in village Birbanki and
surrounding villages. The villagers got fed up and
they were scared too. They reported the incidents
to the local police but no action was taken. The
villagers caught some dacoits and handed them
over to the Arki Police. But the police connived
with the criminals and set them free. The villagers




were very angry with the police. The police was
not taking any action on the one hand and on the
other they set free the dacoits caught red- handed
by the villagers.

These incidents and inaction of the police led the
villagers to believe that unless they took law into
their hands and solved the problem themselves,
they could not get rid of spate of incidents of
dacoity. The area had ninety percent population
of Munda tribe. Munda tribe is very sensitive
towards their status and self-respect. They
consider themselves as the rulers of the area.

In the wake of continued police inaction the
villagers of Birbanki and surrounding villages
held a meeting. It was decided in the meeting that
if an incident of dacoity took place and the
criminals were caught, the villagers would collect,
would pronounce punishment in the people's
courtand execute it.

So, after this meeting whenever a dacoity took
place and if criminals were caught, a meeting was
called by the beat of the drum and hundreds of
people used to collect in this people's court. The
criminals were brought before the court. They
were awarded death punishment. The
punishment was executed on the spot at the
same time in full view of the villagers. About 18
dacoits were caught and awarded death
sentence. The death sentence was executed
instantly.

The entire episode narrated to me by the villagers
was very horrifying. | assured the villagers that
they must not be scared and action would be
taken against the criminals. They must not take
law into their hands in future.

| fixed up a meeting with the villagers at Birbanki
next day. | requested them to remain present in
their village next day as | would like to talk to the
villagers directly. They need not be scared to see
the police.

| informed the then Deputy Commissioner,
Ranchi, Sri B.K. Sinha about the entire episode.
He came to Khunti along with the SSP, Ranchi
and SP (Rural), Ranchi. He held a brief meeting,
gave important instructions and directed us to
proceed to Birbanki to meet the villagers and
solve the problems.

| reached there along with the SDPO and
SP(Rural) followed us with one platoon of CRPF.
SP(Rural) Sri Ramiji Singh (who incidentally died
due to excessive drinking after some time) was
very angry with the SDPO because he was
travelling in my Jeep ahead of him. On reaching
there, he gave a bit of his mind to the SDPO for
travelling ahead of him. | had to pacify him.

We found that large number of people of
surrounding villages had assembled at village
Chalkad, the birth place of Bhagwan Birsa
Munda. We had a very fruitful meeting with them.
They openly expressed their grievances and
anger towards the local police. They told us that
they had to take law into their hands due to apathy
and inaction of the police. They agreed to have a
meeting with the Deputy Commissioner and the
SSP to discuss rising crimes in the area and
police connivance with the criminals. We fixed up
ameeting accordingly.

On our return journey, | requested SP (Rural) to
go ahead of us as he was angry with the SDPO.
Being a senior officer he should be in the front. So
Mr. Singh proceeded ahead of us along with the




entire platoon of CRPF. Incidentally he was not
familiar with the area and as a result he lost the
track. We returned after an hour or so. Next day a
police Inspector came to me around 11 AM. He
informed me that SP(Rural) along with the CRPF
was stranded midway in thick forest as he had
lost the way. | simply smiled as SP (Rural) had
himself decided to go first as he claimed to be
senior to the SDPO. He spent entire night in the
mid forest along with the CRPF without food and
water. His vehicle was also stuck up. |
immediately arranged a tractor to pull out
SP's(Rural) jeep. On return back to Khunti, he
was very angry with us. Though he did not tell
anything, he scolded all the local police officials
for his plightin the night. I jokingly told him that he
is lucky to have a wonderful feeling of spending
night in deep forest. He himself was responsible
for his plight. But | felt pity for the CRPF
accompanying him.

The following day, Deputy Commissioner
accompanied by the SSP and other officials
came to village Chalkad (adjacent to Birbanki)
where thousands of tribals of the adjacent
villages had assembled. They openly criticised
the police inaction and complicity of the police
officials with the criminals. They admitted to have
killed several criminals who had been caught red
handed and tried in open people's court. Their
direct action had stopped all the criminal activities
inthe area.

The Officer in Charge of the Arki police station
was placed under suspension for his inaction,
complicity and letting off the criminals caught by

the villagers and handed over to the police.
The villagers promised to the Deputy

Commissioner that in future they would not take
law into their hands. They were also highly critical

against Anchal Adhikari. They alleged that the
Anchal Adhikari was a very corrupt official who
did not do any work without taking bribe. He was
also sexually exploiting tribal girls though he
himself was a tribal. They demanded his
immediate transfer.

The Deputy Commissioner promised to look into
the matter on priority basis. A police out post was
opened in village Birbanki. The Anchal Adhikari
was transferred and an enquiry was ordered
against him.

An FIR was instituted against about 40 persons
for killing 18 people suspected to be criminals.
Now the real problem before the police was to
arrest the accused persons who had allegedly
killed the so called "dacoits". There might be
mass upsurge against the police, as the
atmosphere was highly charged.

Incidentally, Arki block had more than eighty
percent tribal population. They were simple and
had total faith in sub divisional administration. |
paid a surprise visit to the affected area without a
single Khaki man. The villagers were happy
finding me alone. They discussed everything
affecting their life, exploitation by local block
officials, money lenders, police, criminals etc. As
the area was very difficult to reach, nobody ever
cared to look into their problems. | did not promise
anything but decided to do something for them,
priority being road to Birbanki, bridges on three
rivers, school building and a hospital. All these
schemes were taken up but could be completed
when | had left Khunti.

The villagers were scared about the criminal
cases lodged against them. They apprehended
their arrests. | impressed upon them that they
should respect the law and should not take law




into their hands. | did not ask them to surrender
before the police because that might have
created adverse impact. | returned in the evening.

After two days at around 10 in the night | was
informed that two persons had come to my
residence from Birbanki to meet me. They
wanted to disclose the purpose of their visit to the
SDO only. | immediately asked them to be
brought inside my residence. First, | offered them
food and made them comfortable. They informed
me that all the named accused in the murder case
were ready to surrender. But they did not have
faith in the police as police might torture them. It
had been decided in a meeting of all adjoining
villages that all the named accused persons
would surrender before the SDO only, as they
had no faith in Police.

| agreed to remain present in Arki police station

onthe proposed day of their surrender.
All named accused persons must come to

surrender and | promised to them that no co-
ersive action would be taken. Accordingly | fixed
up a date and time for their surrender. | informed
the Deputy Commissioner about all these
developments. He was extremely happy and
wished me luck.

| reached the police station along with the SDPO
about half an hour late as there was some traffic
problem. | found nobody in the police station. As
thana officials were not informed about the
surrender, they expressed surprise about all
these developments. | had informed even the
SDPO at the last moment, as desired by the
villagers. The thana officials told us that we had
been cheated as no accused person would
surrender. But | was confident and had full faith in
them.

After waiting for half an hour, | saw people coming
in groups. | saw all forty accused persons coming
to the police station, | took a sigh of relief. They
told me that they were waiting for the arrival of the
SDO from morning itself. When they got
confirmation of the arrival of the SDO, they
marched towards the police station. First, |
directed the local officials to arrange some food
for them and later complete all the formalities.
After completing this big surrender episode |
requested the SDPO to take charge and ensure
that no co-ersive action was taken. After that | left
for Ranchi to apprise the Deputy Commissioner
about surrender.

Sri B.K. Sinha, Deputy Commissioner, Ranchi
was very jubilant to hear this news. He
congratulated me and took me to the residence of
the Divisional Commissioner, Smt. Radha Singh,
she was extremely happy because the task which
she had given to me, had been fully
accomplished. She told the DC that SDO
deserved a paid holiday. As a result | was packed
to Puri along with my family on a paid holiday.

This incident is a pointer to the fact that official
apathy to the problems of common man may lead
to serious law and order problems which may go
beyond control at one point. As a result people
may be forced to take law into their hands once
their patience is exhausted. The reaction may be
disastrous.

[Sri Satish Singh Thakur (1988), is presently

holding charge of OSD to the
Chief Secretary, Bihar]




EXPERIENCE PAPER - KOREA

The visit to South Korea was a very good experience
for me — both personally and professionally. The
change in the economy of South Korea is visible and
the story of its turnaround is interesting and inspiring.
The society and its value system are also remarkable.
I will talk about some of these briefly.

South Korea is a small country. With a population of
nearly four and half crore, it is equivalent to a medium
size state in India. It does not have natural resources
as India. Take for example the steel sector. South
Korea does not have iron ores, nor coal. Itimports iron
and coal and still, today it is one of the major producers
of steel in the world. Particularly, the high grade quality
is its strength. Add to that, they have developed the
besttechnology for making steel.

In ship building sector, when it started, it had no
experience or expertise and still today, South Korea is
a major ship building country. They learnt the
technology, imported necessary skill and materials
and worked hard on their way to the top.

Likewise, in DRAMSs, South Korea today captures 50
percent of the world market. For this, what it did
appears impossible for others. Three of its major
Industry houses came together for research in this
sector and are becoming the leader in the world.

Today, they produce best quality DRAMs and all

participating industrial houses are benefitting besides
the nation as awhole.

In social sector, in 70s, the 'Saemaul Undong'
programme was rolled out in all the villages. It gave
power to the villagers for deciding their priorities, used
common interest and motivation for changing the
faces of the villages. This programme was very
successful and brought down the rural poverty
significantly.

- Arvind Kumar Chaudhary
The overall growth of the economy of South Korea has
been very impressive. It was an export led growth. The
policies of government during the transformation
phase make for an interesting study. It's not that South
Korea did everything right. It made many mistakes but
kept on experimenting and changing as per
requirement.

The people of South Korea are very hard working and
generally honest and law abiding. Fifty percent
population of South Korea follows Confucianism,
nearly 25 percent are Buddhists and rest are mostly
Christians. They have high moral values.

But on the flip side, South Korea was not a democracy
to start with. For a major period after independence
(incidentally, independence day of India and South
Korea falls on the same date), it was under military
rule. The democracy there does not have as deep
roots as in India. The divorce rate in South Korea is the
second highest in the world. The present rate of
economic growth is down to 3-4%. A large number of
students are migrating outside for studies.

And the economic progress of India too, in the last
decade, since liberalization has been impressive, we
have done equally well in economic sectors as well as
in social sectors. And all this has been achieved with a
functioning and strong democracy. To be honest, |
have a strong feeling that twenty years hence, we will
be sitting and discussing about the economic miracle
that has happened in India.

[Sri Arvind Kumar Chaudhary (1995), is presently

posted as Project Director,
Bihar Rural Livelihoods Project.]
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WAVES & RIPPLES

Sri Jairam Lal Meena, 80

Advisor, Bihar State Planning Board,
Additional Charge: Additional Departmental
Enquiry Commissioner, Bihar

Sri Bhanu Pratap Sharma, 81
Joint Secretary, Ministry of Minority Affairs,
Government of India (Central Deputation).

Smt. Rashmi Verma, 82

Joint Secretary,

Defence Production Department,
Government of India (Central Deputation).

Sri Girish Shankar, 82

Principal Secretary,

Urban Development & Housing Department
Additional Charge: Principal Secretary,
Panchayati Raj Department, Bihar.

Sri Rameshwar Singh, 83
Principal Secretary, Department of Finance, Bihar.

Sri Deepak Kumar, 84

Additional Charge: Principal Secretary,
Tourism Department, Bihar
Chairman-cum-Managing Director,

Bihar State Tourism Development Corporation.

Sri Arun Kumar Singh, 85
Additional Charge: Additional Departmental
Enquiry Commissioner, Bihar.

Dr. K. P. Ramaiah, 86

Secretary, Art Culture and Youth Affairs Department,
Additional Charge: Chief Executive Officer,

Bihar Foundation.

Sri S. Shiv Kumar, 87

Managing Director,

Bihar Industrial Area Development Authority,
Additional Charge: Managing Director,

Bihar Infra Structure Development Authority and
M.D. Bihar State Industrial Development
Corporation, Patna

Sri Sudhir Kumar, 87
Secretary, Building Construction Department, Bihar

Sri Brajesh Mehrotra, 89
Divisional Commissioner, Purnia Division, Bihar

Dr. Deepak Prasad, 89
Divisional Commissioner, Bhagalpur Division, Bihar

Ms. Anshuli Arya, 89
Divisional Commissioner, Saran Division, Chapra.

Sri Vivek Kumar Singh, 89
Divisional Commissioner, Magadh Division.

Sri K. K. Pathak, 90
Managing Director, Beltron, Bihar.

Sri Sanjay Kumar, 90
Additional Charge: Secretary,
Health Department, Bihar

Sri Parmar Ravi Manubhai, 92

Secretary,

SC & ST Welfare Department, Bihar, Patna
Additional Charge: Secretary,

Backward Classes and Extremely Backward
Classes Welfare Department

Secretary, Bihar State Mahadalit Commission.

Sri Atish Chandra, 94
Divisional Commissioner,
Kosi Division, Saharsa.

Sri Pran Mohan Thakur, 94
Disability Commissioner, Bihar, Patna.

Sri Masood Hassan, 95
Labour Commissioner, Bihar, Patna.

Sri Arun Chandra Singh, 95
Special Secretary, Rural Works Department, Bihar

Sri Ramesh Lal, 95
I. G. Prison,
Bihar, Patna.

Sri Daya Shankar Pandey. 95
Registrar, Cooperative Societies, Bihar
Additional Charge: Director, Veterinary, Bihar.

Sri Arvind Kumar Singh, 95
Special Secretary,
General Administration Department, Bihar

Dr. B. Rajender, 95
District Magistrate, West Champaran.




Sri Bipin Kumar, 96
District Magistrate, Jamui

Sri Feraque Ahmed, 96
Special Secretary,
Minority Welfare Department, Bihar

Sri Vimla Nand Jha, 96
Director, Industries, Bihar.

Sri Devottam Verma, 96

Project Director, Bihar State AIDS Control Society
Additional Charge: Additional Secretary,

Health Department, Bihar

Sri Minhas Alam, 96
Special Secretary,
Human Resource Development Department, Bihar

Sri Pankaj Kumar, 97
District Magistrate, Samastipur.

Sri Sanjeev Hans, 97
District Magistrate, Madhubani.

Ms. Safina A. N., 97
District Magistrate, Nawada.

Sri Devraj Dev (T. N. 99)

Director, Mid-day-meal,

Human Resource Development Department
Additional Charge: Special Officer, Chief Minister
Girls Cycle, Girls Dress & Boys Dress Scheme,
Human Resource Development Department.

Sri Abhijit Sinha (Nagaland 2000)

Joint Secretary, Transport Department,
Additional Charge: Additional State Transport
Commissioner, Special Flying Squad Transport
Department.

Sri Prem Singh Meena, 2000
District Magistrate, Munger.

Sri Sridhar Chiruvolu, 01
District Magistrate, Vaishali.

Sri Pankaj Kumar Pal, (M. T. 02)
Chairman,

Bihar State Bridge Construction Cooperation
Additional Charge: MD, COMFED, Bihar.

Ms. Pratima Satish Kumar Verma, 02
District Magistrate, Bhojpur.

Sri Lokesh Kumar Singh, 03
District Magistrate, Siwan.

Sri Asangba Chuba Aao, 03
District Magistrate, Arwal.

Sri Kuldeep Narayan, 05
District Magistrate, Saran.

Sri Balamurugan D., 05
District Magistrate, Gopalgan;.

Sri Divesh Sehera, 05
District Magistrate, Lakhisarai.

Sri Manish Kumar, 05

CEO-cum-Corporation Commissioner,

Patna Municipal Corporation

Additional Charge: MD, Bihar State Water Board.

Sri Adesh Titarmare, 06
District Magistrate, Banka.

Sri Daya Nidhan Pandey, 06
District Magistrate, Sitamarhi.

Ms. Ashwini Dattatreya Thakre, 06
District Magistrate, Katihar.

Sri Dharmendra Singh, 06
District Magistrate, Sheikhpura.

Sri Sandeep Kumar Pudkalkatti, 06
District Magistrate, Kishangan;.

Sri Neeraj Khairwal, 07
Relieved for Joining in Uttarakhand State Cadre.

Ms. Ashima Jain, 08
S.D.O., Sherghati, Gaya.

Sri Pranav Kumar, 08
S.D.O., Rajauli, Nawada.

Sri Girivar Dayal Singh, 08
S.D.O., Forbesganj, Araria.

Sri Buddhabhatti Kartikeya Dhanji, 08
S.D.O., Danapur, Patna.

Sri Raman Deep Choudhary, 08
S.D.O., Chakiya, East Champaran.




KIDS CORNER

BALLOGNS

Balloons are full blown circle

or drawn oblong
Filled with air
they fly along

Children have fun
when they run

after it
They go high and high/up in the sky

in the shades of yellow, blue, green,
red and white.

Jump Jump to catch them
hold them tight
Before they fly
away away away from all of us

They are Balloons.

- Ashutosh Mehrotra

TREE - TREE

You give us for free
Air, Fruit and wood
We cut you Tree.

Or how could
We burn your twigs
to get warmth in
cold winter breeze
We get paper from you
and when we need rest
it is your shade we look
for shelter

and birds look for nest.

[Ashutosh Mehrotra, Class - 7 is son of
Sri Brajesh Mehrotra, 1989,
Divisional Commissioner, Purnia




Quotations from Shakespeare

It is interesting to “discover” how many of the idioms and phrases we
regularly use happen to be precious “quotes” from our great masters. Here's
an example by way of an extract from the paper scroll | bought during a visit
May last year to Shakespeare’s Globe, London with my parents and younger
brother, Abhimanyu. With grateful acknowledgement to Bernard Levin who

prepared the listand Shakespeare’s Globe, London which produced it:

If you cannot understand my argument and declare : it's Greek to me, you

are quoting Shakespeare. If you claim to be more sinned against than

sinning, you are quoting Shakespeare. If you act more in sorrow than in

anger, if your wish is father to the thought, if your lost property has vanished

into thin air, you are quoting Shakespeare. If you have ever refused to budge

an inch or suffered from green - eyed jealousy, if you have been tongue — tied

— a tower of strength — hoodwinked, if you have knitted your brows, made a

virtue of necessity, insisted on fair play — stood on ceremony, danced

attendance on your lord and master, then you are again quoting

Shakespeare.

Shivaditya Sinha, Class IX, D.P.S, R. K. Puram, New Delhi
(elder son of Nikesh Sinha and Aradhana Sinha, elder daughter of
Sri S.N. Sinha (1963) and Amrita Sinha)



“I will give you a talisman. Whenever you are in doubt
or when the self is too much with you, apply the
following test. Recall the face of the poorest and the
weakest man and ask yourself if the step you
contemplate is going to be
of use to him, will he gain
anything by it? Will it restore
him to a control over his own
life and destiny? In other
words, will it lead to Swaraj
for the hungry and spiritually
starved millions?

Then you will find your
doubts about yourself
melting away.”

- Mahatma Gandhi “Note” (August 1947)
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