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Editorial

Dear Colleagues,

As, you hold this June issue of PRAYAAS, the state

would be hoping for a good Mansoon this year,

which is so important for the farmers. We have

had less than normal rainfall during the last two

years in succession.

As in the previous issues, the current issue

contains valuable contributions from some of our

retired seniors. Besides, there is a well-

researched and documented paper on Sardar

Sarovar Project, which brings to light the

complex issues of development with minimum

displacement and damage to environment.

We are trying to make the issues of PRAYAAS

more comprehensively meaningful and

stimulating.

(Arvind Kumar Chaudhary)

All views and opinions expressed in the contributions are of their authors.





EXPAND AND RE-ORIENT NREGA
*

- P. S. Appu

The recession is a promising moment to expand
NREGA with greater emphasis on building social
capital in a big way.

Soon after assuming office, the first UPA
government took an impressive step for the
alleviation of rural poverty by launching the
National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme.
It was, indeed, a wise move to insulate the
programme from the vicissitudes of electoral
politics by enacting the National Rural
E m p l o y m e n t
G u a r a n t e e A c t
( N R E G A ) . T h e
implementation of
the programme has
been uneven. A
large number of
a r t i c l e s h a v e
appeared in the
press pointing out
t h e d e f e c t s i n
implementation. On
September 19,

published an
article by Professor
J e a n D r è z e ,
“ E m p l o y m e n t
guarantee or slave labour?” It reveals a sorry
state of affairs. Every effort should be made to
remove the shortcomings and ensure better
implementation. Despite all its failings, the
NREGA has proved to be a boon to the rural poor.
It is now necessary to expand and re-orient the
NREGA. That is the theme of this article.

The NREGA evolved into its present shape by
building on past experience in designing and
executing schemes for providing employment.

The new programme is an improvement on its
predecessors. There is greater flexibility and the
implementing agencies have freedom to start
new works according to necessity. Though the
main emphasis is on providing employment, the
law also aims at the creation of durable
productive assets. The present recession is a
promising moment to expand the programme
with greater emphasis on the second objective of
building social capital in a big way.

More than half a
c e n t u r y a g o ,
Ragnar Nurkse, the
d i s t i n g u i s h e d
C a m b r i d g e
economis t , had
pointed out that
cap i ta l s ta rved
o v e r - p o p u l a t e d
countr ies could
build social capital
in a big way by

employing the surplus labour on a variety of
projects. He had listed schemes concerning
irrigation, drainage, roads, railways, housing, etc.
In his view, the only danger was the onset of
inflation caused by the increased demand for
food and other wage goods. Though the Indian
planners were aware of Nurkse's prescription,
they could not have implemented the idea in the
pre-Green Revolution era of precarious food
supply. Now we have ample stocks of food
grains. And our industry will welcome the

The

Hindu

Great scope for
building social
c a p i t a l o n a
massive scale.

Rural Development : Workers laying road in Thirukannurpatii Village in Thanjavur District
under the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA). Photo : M. Srinath

*Earlier published in The Hindu, October 14, 2009
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enhanced demand for consumer goods. We can,
therefore, employ the surplus labour for building
social capital in a big way without incurring any
risk.

There is
considerable scope for absorbing vast quantities
of human labour in well planned projects of soil
and water conservation, rain water harvesting,
irrigation and drainage works, flood control,
watershed development, de-silt ing and
maintenance of numerous water bodies, both
manmade and natural, and an ambitious
programme of afforestation aimed at restoring
green cover throughout the country. In that
enormous programme, governments' efforts
should be supplemented by suitable NGOs, co-
operative societies, joint stock companies and so
on. The present ad hoc approach aimed at
providing immediate employment should yield
place to a systematic, well planned, well co-
ordinated effort.

Such an ambit ious programme would
necessitate the setting up of a National Rural
Development Board clothed with adequate
statutory powers. It should be a lean organisation
responsible for policy and overall guidance.
Under the Board there should be a well staffed
regional office for each major river basin to
handle planning, formulation of projects, co-
ordination between major watersheds, technical
guidance and supervision, maintenance of the
assets created and so on. The valley of a big river
will naturally include a number of major
watersheds. Every major watershed should have
a small office for coordinating and supervising the
work within that watershed. The Panchayati Raj
set up should handle the work within the district.
The expanded programme will generate
employment on a large scale, both for skilled and
unskilled hands. The afforestation project will
absorb a large number of rural workers, many on

a permanent basis.

The fatal weakness of NREGA
is poor implementation. The main reasons for
shoddy execution are the decline and
degeneration of the administration at all levels,
particularly at the block level, and the lukewarm,
ha l f -hear ted approach to democrat ic
decentralisation. As I am out of touch with field
conditions, I am unable to present a
comprehensive proposal for setting things right.
However, as a Collector in North Bihar five
decades ago I had closely observed the robust
functioning of the block administration. In 1981-
82, I had occasion to see the sorry state of the
block set up in several States that I visited as
Director of the National Academy. As far as the
Panchayati Raj is concerned, I had the privilege
of serving on the review committees set up by two
States, Karnataka and Kerala. Relying on these
slight exposures I have mustered the courage to
make the following radical suggestions:-

Induct Block Development Officers of a higher
calibre. The responsibility of the BDO is so
onerous that it should be held by an officer of a
much higher calibre. I suggest that after the
completion of their training, all IAS officers should
serve as BDOs for at least three years. The
implementation of this suggestion will provide
only about 300 officers. The country would need
some 6000 bright young men and women to work
as BDOs.

I put forward three suggestions for getting the
required number of officers. The annual
recruitment to the All India and Central Services
may be stepped up by 50 per cent. After six
months' training, the new recruits should serve as
BDOs for two years. Thereafter the required
number may be allotted to the different services
on the basis of their performance, aptitude and
choice. The rest may continue as BDOs. A two-

National Rural Development Board.

Two basic suggest ions for bet ter
implementation:
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year stint as BDO will prove to be an invaluable
experience even for those joining the foreign
service.

The second suggestion is that short term
contracts may be offered to the products of IITs,
Regional Engineering Colleges, national law
schools and so on. They could be posted as
BDOs after being trained for six months. At the
end of the contract some may be absorbed in
government service and the others may move on
to jobs of their choice elsewhere. Companies in
the public and private sectors may be persuaded
to offer them suitable employment giving credit
for their service in the Block.

A third possibility is to depute young officers from
the State services and public sector banks to
work as BDOs for fixed periods after a short
orientation course. The matter, of course, calls for
a more thorough consideration.

The District Officer to be the Chief Executive of
the District Panchayat. Thorough going
democratic decentralisation is the only way in
which this sprawling country of great diversity can
be governed efficiently. The Seventy Third
Amendment to the Constitution providing for the
creation of panchayats at the district,
intermediate and village levels was a giant step
forward. The State governments have, however,
been reluctant to empower the panchayats. Their
approach has been half-hearted and lukewarm.
Even so, in the larger public interest, the States
should be persuaded to delegate adequate
powers to the panchayats.

After considerable introspection, I have come to
the conclusion that the District Officer, variously
designated as Collector, Collector and District
Magistrate, or Deputy Commissioner, should be
the Chief Executive of the district panchayat. This
single step will go a long way in strengthening the
Panchayati Raj. The District Officer should, of

course, have under him at least four senior
officers to handle work relating to law and order,
land revenue, development and Panchayati Raj.
Initially there will be many hitches and irritants. A
sub-clause should be added in Article 243-C of
the Constitution spelling out the powers of the
Chairperson and the Chief Executive.

Such a clear demarcation of powers and
responsibilities will hopefully reduce friction and
promote mutual respect, understanding and
cooperation between the two functionaries.
Furthermore, hand-picked officers of 10-12 years
of service should be appointed District Officers
and the Chairmen should be seasoned public
persons. I hope that in due course, the
relationship between the Chairperson and the
Chief Executive will settle down to resemble that
between the Chief Minister and the Chief
Secretary. In the initial stages, however, the
relationship could be like that between the non-
executive chairman and the managing director of
a large company. I know that this proposal is
highly controversial. It will be opposed both by
politicians and bureaucrats. However, in my
considered view, this radical step will facilitate the
better implementation of the re-oriented NREGA.

The massive effort in building social capital
outlined in this essay could trigger higher
productivity of land and labour, diversification of
agriculture and faster industrial growth. It would
also mitigate the suffering inflicted by chronic
drought and flash floods.

What I have presented is not an action plan or a
project report for reorienting NREGA. It is only the
rough outline of a fond vision I have been nursing
for a long time. I shall be happy if this article
provokes purposeful discussion.

(P.S. Appu is a former Chief Secretary of Bihar
and former Director of the Lal Bahadur Shastri

National Academy of Administration,Mussoorie.
He can be reached at: psappu@hotmail.com)
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It was during March/April, 2006 that the issue

relating to resettlement and rehabilitation of the

families affected by the raising of the height of

Sardar Sarovar dam was getting splashed all

around in print and electronic media of this

country. Almost daily, the issue was hitting the

headlines then. In fact, it was the period during

which the National Capital, Delhi, was rocked by

the sit-in and indefinite hunger strike by Narmada

Bachao Andolan (NBA) activists, its supporters

and sympathisers. One morning when I was

passing through Jantar Mantar in Delhi, I could

see scores of known and unknown faces of social

activists, academicians, students, trade

unionists, sections of intelligentsia and even

politicians squatting on the pavement close to the

activists fasting beneath a small tree. The

curiosity brought me there, and I could see Ms

Medha Patkar, the leader of NBA, along with host

of tribal men and women sitting on the fast. The

banners and posters highlighting the issue were

splattered all around the place; the people

inhabiting the submergence zone of the dam

were crying for due and just entitlements, and the

fast was the resonance of that cry raging in the

Narmada valley.

Some more interesting events unfolded after few

a days in Delhi. Ms Medha Patkar was arrested in

dead of night along with her comrades and

companions. However, the fast did not come to

an end after the arrests, and even continued with

more vigour and enthusiasm with academicians

and students taking on the baton there from. The

Supreme Court intervened, the Prime Minister

intervened and high powered Group of Ministers

and an officially constituted Oversight Group was

deputed to visit Narmada valley to get a first hand

information of the status of resettlement and

rehabilitation of the affected persons. However, a

more interesting event was unfolding in distant

Ahmedabad, the capital of the Indian State of

Gujarat; the Chief Minister of Gujarat, along with

large number of citizens including some saffron-

clad swamis, decided to sit on fast and dharna

protesting against the hunger strike being

undertaken at Jantar Mantar by NBA and their

supporters. The media made us to believe that

the events at Ahmedabad were pre-emptive in

nature; the beneficiary State of Gujarat was to be

adversely affected in the event of raising of the

dam height getting stopped because of the

pressure mounted by the NBA activists and

others in Delhi, and so the Chief Minister of the

State played a master stroke by persuading

himself to lead the fast and dharna (sit-in).

However, the raising of the dam height was not

stopped and the Chief Minister was persuaded to

end his fast the next day.

I was astounded. There was a dam, a symbol of

development, and there were people, mostly

tribal and marginalised, facing spectre of

displacement if dam height was raised; their

houses and fields and everything they had was

going to be submerged. A thought process

brewed in my mind; how can a development

process be adversary to the tribal and

DAM, DEVELOPMENT AND DISPLACEMENT -

A CASE STUDY OF NARMADA DAMS

- Vyas Mishra
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marginalized people? What does development

mean to poor and marginalized? Whom does the

development benefit? Why do poor and

marginalized suffer due to displacement when

development happens?

Post –independent India had faced the

formidable task of building a nation out of a

fragmented, multi-ethnic, multi-cultural but a

highly backward society in economic terms,

caused mostly on account of the colonial rule and

consequent plundering of its resources. The

political executive of that time considered that the

prerequisite for the path of development, which

India would pursue, was accumulation of

investible surplus as the engine of economic

growth and creation of a secular society based on

the principles of preservation and respect to its

rich cultural plurality; the path of development

quintessentially was capitalistic with huge doses

of public investment for developing social and

economic infrastructure. Using the most touted

Nehru-Mahalonobis model, the planning strategy

was focused on investment in the capital goods

and heavy industry to attain self-sufficiency in a

short time; the approach was 'to grow fast and

trickle down would bring distributive justice'.

However, the growth was not that fast but slow

and limited, and it hardly trickled down leaving a

vast pauperized population. After a bad monsoon

and failing agriculture in late 1960s', the need for

accelerating growth in the agriculture sector

became urgent with a view to feed the burgeoning

population and increase opportunities of

employment in the predominantly rural economy.

The strategy for agricultural growth focused on

augmenting cultivable land mass, increasing

irrigation facilities, bringing technological

changes in agriculture sector and stressed on

identifying the factors that determined the

technological changes. These views emerged

from the growing recognition that different

sectors of the economy are interdependent, and

understanding the determinants of growth in

agricultural output was essential, if this sector has

to play its role in economic development.

Construction of big dams on perennial rivers,

called the river-valley projects, for flood control,

irrigation and generation of power, increased

agricultural production and industrial growth was

recognized as a part of an overall strategy for

development. The big dams are constructed at

the upstream of rivers which usually happen to be

abode of the tribal and other marginalized

sections of population. This creates a paradoxical

situation in the development process;

development also brings displacement of the

tribal and the marginalized living in the

submergence areas of such dams from their

native habitations. This is a situation which has

raged acrimonious discourse and debates world

around about the desirability of constructing big

dams and the policy of resettlement and

rehabilitation of the affected population. The

environmentalists also oppose big dams on the

grounds of such dams affecting the environment

adversely, destroying the bio- diversity of

submergence area and posing serious threats to

the means of livelihood of the affected people.

India is no exception to this paradox and it has

been estimated that more than one million tribal

population has been affected by such dams and

projects.

Narmada, the fifth largest river of the Indian

peninsula, is the largest west-flowing river of the

country. It originates from Amarkantak plateau in

Maikada hills of satpura range in Shahdol district

of the state of Madhya Pradesh. Traversing a
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distance of 1312 km in a generally westerly

direction through the States of Madhya Pradesh,

Maharashtra and Gujarat, the river falls into the

Gulf of Khambhat in the Arabian Sea. Narmada

offers tremendous developmental potential;

several multipurpose river valley projects were

planned to harness this potential of the river

across the States, notably in Madhya Pradesh

and Gujarat. It is believed that when completed,

these projects would become unique symbols of

development in the world and prove boon to the

water starved western regions of the country.

However, concrete steps towards harnessing

Narmada, because of long history of Inter-state

controversy, had to wait until final award by the

Narmada Water Disputes Tribunal (NWDT),

which was given in 1979.

Amongst the 30 large dams planned on the

Narmada, the Sardar Sarovar dam is the largest.

The dam is located on the Narmada River in

Gujarat, 170 kilometers upstream from where the

river flows into the Gulf of Khambhat. With a 1210

meter (3970 feet) long wall and proposed height

of 136.5 meter (455 feet), nationally and globally

the project has invoked considerable debate and

emotions. The Government claims that the multi-

purpose Sardar Sarovar Project (SSP) would

irrigate more than 1.8 million hectares of land

spread over three States of Gujarat, Rajasthan

and Maharashtra; provide domestic water to over

2.35 million people in water--deficient 8215

villages and 135 towns of Gujarat; provide

electricity benefits with total installed capacity of

1450 MW (since completed) and provide flood

protection to riverine reaches measuring 30,000

ha covering 210 villages and Bharuch city and a

population of 4 lakh in Gujarat in addition to other

benefits. Thus, for the proponents of the SSP, it

epitomizes the very symbol of development; a

lifeline meeting the ever increasing demand and

need of energy, water and food.

These claims are, however, countered by those

who oppose construction of big dams and stand

for an alternative and less painful paradigm of

development. They argue that this project hides

the social and environmental cost and

overestimates its benefits, and is nothing but an

environmental disaster. They argue that, to the

contrary, the project would displace more than

3,20,000 people, affect the livelihood of

thousands of others and pose insurmountable

environmental threats to the ecology of the area

and even to the very existence of the river

Narmada; overall, due to related displacements

by the canal system and other allied projects, at

least 1 million people are expected to be affected

if the project is completed.

Following a writ petition by the NBA calling for a

comprehensive review of the project to take into

consideration all the concerns raised, the

Supreme Court of India halted construction of the

dam in 1995 at a height of 80.3m. However, in an

interim order in February 1999, the Supreme

Court gave the go ahead for the dam's height to

be raised to a height of 88m (85m + 3m of

“humps”). It was contended by NBA that the

resultant increased flooding in the monsoon

season of 1999 can potentially drown the homes

and lands of as many as 2000 tribal families in

about 50 villages.

On October 18, 2000, the Supreme Court

delivered its judgment on the Sardar Sarovar

1

2

3

1

2

Source: www.sardarsarovardam.org

No 319 0f 1994
3
Narmada Bachao Andolan v. Union of India, (2000) 10 SCC 664
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Project. In a 2 to 1 majority judgment, it allowed

immediate construction on the dam up to a height

of 90m. Further, the judgment authorized

construction up to the originally planned height of

138m in 5-meter increments subject to receiving

approval from the Relief and Rehabilitation

Subgroup of the Narmada Control Authority. As

regards resettlement and rehabilitation of the

oustees, the Supreme Court was satisfied with

the affidavits filed by the appropriate

Governments and directed that increase of the

dam height beyond would also depend on

implementation of the Narmada Water Disputes

Tribunal (NWDT) Award. The Award mandates,

inter alia, that land should be made available to

the oustees at least a year in advance before

submergence.

When this project was mooted, India had no

national resettlement policy or law; it has none

today. The matter is treated as the responsibility

of the concerned State Governments. However,

the NWDT Award was a break from the past: for

the first time the persons displaced by the large-

scale development projects were to receive

benefits that amounted to availing an opportunity

for economic and social progress. In terms of the

Award, the project affected persons falling under

the submergence zone were to be given land to

replace the land they were losing, house sites,

and short-term financial protection.

The Award not only provides cash compensation

for property lost , but also monetary

indemnification through rehabilitation grants and

grants-in-aid, civic amenities in new or existing

villages where those displaced are to relocate,

house plots and, most important of all,

agricultural land of equal size for every displaced

family losing more than 25 % of its' holding,

subject to land ceiling laws, with a minimum of

two hectares (5 acres) for each family. Another

important aspect of the Award is that the major

sons would also receive compensation benefits

in their own rights.

It may be pertinent to point out that the Award

focused on the oustees of Madhya Pradesh and

Maharashtra, but did not specify the resettlement

and rehabilitation rights of the oustees of Gujarat

itself which is the major beneficiary of the project.

Perhaps, the NWDT while ordering the Award

was more concerned with protecting the oustees

of these two states since most of those who stand

to lose (around 85 percent) belong to these

states. The Award, therefore, stipulated that land

for Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra oustees

willing to settle in Gujarat, be made available in

Gujarat, and the Gujarat should pay the costs of

resettlement and rehabilitation for all oustees.

The Award also stipulated that within two years of

its' coming into force, Madhya Pradesh and

Maharashtra would obtain the preferences of the

oustees as to whether they would be willing to

settle in Gujarat or their home states, and that

Gujarat would acquire land for setting up

“rehabilitation villages” in Gujarat itself in the

command area of SSP.

The Award, however, fails to meet the aspiration

of the encroachers; to this extent it ignored the

customary usages of tribal people using

encroached land for cultivation or grazing

purposes. It also ignored the rights of the canal

affected, colony affected and compulsory

4

Source: www.narmada.org
4
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afforestation affected people for getting land for

the land they would lose or the project; they would

be entitled to get cash compensation only as per

the Land Acquisition Act because they do not

reside in the submergence area though they

would lose substantial amount of their holding.

The respective State Governments argue,

therefore, that only those persons who have legal

rights to own land in the submergence area that

would be acquired for the project under the Land

Acquisition Act are to be treated as the landed

oustees for getting replacement land in

accordance with the Award. Since occupation of

land by encroachers is treated illegal under eyes

of law and it is next to impossible for the tribal

people to procure legal documents to prove their

customary rights over the encroached piece of

land, there would be no need for the States to

acquire the land under the Act which tribal claim

they were cultivating under customary rights; the

encroachers must therefore be classified as

landless oustees, without entitlement of land

under the Award, the State Governments argue.

In addition, large number of displaced people like

fishing communities, people dependent on

community resources, such as, forest produce

etc and self-dependent people have been

classified as landless oustees under the Award

with little entitlement, though they would be

uprooted from their source of livelihood which

was available to them before displacement and

would face greater hardships.

Though “Major sons” were to be treated as

separate units and entitled to get full resettlement

and rehabilitation benefits, the wording of the

Award complicated the problem and the states

were not willing to treat them so until the matter

was raised by NBA and some affected families

before the Supreme Court in Writ Petition No 328

of 2002 which settled the issue in 2005 only!!

Before the issue was settled the states were

committing non-compliance of this provision of

the Award in the garb of interpretation with

impunity notwithstanding the existence of a

plethora of implementation mechanisms!!!

Similar was the case with temporary and

permanent submergence. Though the Award

was quite explicit and considered persons

affected by both kinds of submergence as the

“oustees”, the states' had different interpretation

and ultimately the matter came before the

Supreme Court which ruled in favour of the

intervener-affected persons in the aforesaid Writ

Petition in May 2005!!

t made an attempt to estimate

the number of oustees families in Madhya

Pradesh and Maharashtra which came to 6630;

this estimate was based not on any field survey

and without consultation with the people likely to

be affected by submergence. To day, the best

estimate for these states together exceeds

45,000.

It goes to the credit of NWDT that it provided for

the first time in India land –based resettlement

and rehabilitation package for the landed

oustees. But, it gave a limited definition of

“oustees” including therein only those who were

likely to be affected by the submergence. The

number of oustees arrived in the Award was a

huge underestimation as has been proved by the

latter day events.

The Governments and specially constituted

Grievance Redressal Authorities are still

struggling with the exact number of the oustees.

The civil society organizations supporting the

cause of the displaced populations put the figure

I
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of affected persons to about a million which

includes all those whose livelihood have been hit

by the project and whose lands have been

acquired directly or indirectly for the project.

The completion of the Sardar Sarovar Project

(SSP) has been vexed by the issue of the relief

and rehabilitation of lakhs of mainly poor, largely

backward and middle class people. There has

always been a debate about (a) the actual

number of the displaced people, (b) the

rehabilitation required by law, and (c) the relative

value given to the interest of the Project Affected

Families (PAFs) as opposed to the four States

who demand priority for their perceived

developmental needs, especially irrigation and

power.

It is widely believed that resettlement and

rehabilitation of those affected by SSP have been

given a short shrift. But what has been important

for the State and Union Governments is the

completion of the project within stipulated time

notwithstanding the ongoing agitation for

securing a just kind of resettlement and

rehabilitation of the PAFs; it is noteworthy that the

start of the construction was delayed on account

of inter-state water dispute between the riparian

states themselves, and way for it was paved only

after the dispute was settled by the NWDT Award.

The States are under obligation to follow the

comprehensive framework for resettlement and

rehabilitation of the project affected persons

mandated by the Award. However, it is

distressing to note that conflicting claims and

counter claims regarding the actual status of the

R&R of the affected families are made by the

respective States on the one hand and the PAFs

including NBA on the other, and the issue has

been dragged several times in the apex Court

and on the streets.

One of the reasons for these claims and counter

claims and resultant acrimony may be traced to

the absence of a Central Act on displacement and

rehabilitation even after more than five decades

of independence; the policy guidelines on

rehabilitation of Project Affected Families of all

upcoming Narmada projects issued by the Union

Government in 2003 can not be a substitute of a

legally binding comprehensive Central legislation

dealing with all kinds of displacements. In the

absence of a Central Act on displacement and

rehabilitation, the whole process of dealing with

the issue of displacement has remained ad hoc

and piece meal; what we have today, except in

Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh, are the

Government Orders or resolutions varying from

State to State, and in some cases, project to

project within the same State, in the name of

meeting the exigencies of the local situations. It

may be pointed out that in case of SSP affected

persons Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh are

offering much less than what is being offered in

Gujarat; it was argued in the Supreme Court that

Madhya Pradesh was making effort to ensure

that the oustees of that State accept the package

offered by Gujarat and move there, thus

absolving itself from the accountability in the

matter of resettlement and rehabilitation. The

apex Court has acknowledged this fact and

tersely commented on this factual position.

resettlement

The issue of resettlement and rehabilitation does

not seem to be finally resolved and the agitation

for proper and rehabilitation of the

5

5
Source: www.nvda.nic.in
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project affected families is still raging in the

Narmada Valley and beyond. Several studies

and surveys conducted in the valley suggest that

rehabilitation of the project affected persons falls

short of the provisions of the NWDTA and

Supreme Court judgments.

As observed by the Supreme Court in its

judgment delivered on October 18, 2000 in the

Narmada Bachao Andolan's case , in course of

the process of development of the kind being

pursued through big dams the specter of

resolving “conflicting interests” would confront,

nay even haunt, the Indian State time and again,

unless the benefits of the intended development

are perceived and seen by the affected and

displaced people as being distributed equitably

and without prejudicially affecting the interests of

any section of the Indian society; development

process should be such as its' intended outcome

is not detrimental to the interests of the tribal and

other marginalized communities who get

uprooted from their homes, community life,

livelihood and culture to make the same intended

development happen. The process of

development, therefore, should not alienate the

affected section of Indian citizenry from its'

outcome; the consequent resettlement and

rehabilitation measures should be conceived and

implemented in such a manner as to be seen as

just entitlements by the affected persons and

people: resettlement should not be confused with

re-housing.

The population of the submergence area in

Gujarat is pre-dominantly tribal; over 90 percent

people are tribal, composed of Tadvi, Bhil, and

Ratthwa. The distribution of these tribal groups

largely follows the course of the river: the Tadvi

villages are closest to the dam site; the Bhil

villages lie farther upstream in the remotest part

of the Gujarat submergence area; while the

Rathwas are concentrated in villages nearest

the Madhya Pradesh border.

Although the construction of the Sardar sarovar

dam did not begin in earnest until 1987, it was in

the1960s that work on infrastructure of the project

at Kevadia village and near the dam site began to

affect a significant number of families (most of

whom were Tadvis). Others were displaced by

the first stages of construction of the headworks

of the canal system in the early 1980s This was

the time when Gujarats Resettlement &

Rehabilitation policy was limited, and was based

on cash compensation to landed oustees who

were left to buy replacement land on their own.

The amount of compensation was not adequate

enough to enable the affected to purchase the

replacement land.

When the NWDT Award was pronounced in

1979, Gujarat refused to implement the

measures of rehabilitation prescribed therein to

its own oustees. It was only in 1987-1988 that

Gujarat developed a policy for its SSP oustees;

this policy, it is said, was an outcome of intense

protests registered by some Gujarat based non-

govrnment organizations, such as, Arch-Vahini

and Anand Niketan Ashram, and Word Bank

Missions. This policy has also been hailed as

among the most progressive packages of

measures ever devised for securing long term

6

Rehabilitation Package under NWDT Award

Gujarat Policy

.

7

8

6
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rehabilitation of people affected by large-scale

development projects.

However, Gujarat has never enacted legislation

that lays out policy for rehabilitation of the people

affected by its development projects; Gujarat

policy has been created by a series of

Government Resolutions beginning in 1979. The

1979 resolution was applicable to the persons

displaced by “major and medium projects”, and

echoed the Tribunal Award so far as definition of

oustees and land allotment to the landed oustees

was concerned. There is no one document,

however, that sets out a comprehensive policy

position. In 1984, a Government Resolution

established a land purchase committee “to

arrange for private land at reasonable prices for

the oustees of SSP who are not interested in the

allotted land”. On November 1, 1985, Gujarat by a

separate Government Resolution adopted the

policy objectives: oustees were to be enabled to

“improve or at least regain the standard of living

they were enjoying prior to displacement”; they

had to have a right to be relocated as village units

or families according to their preferences; “ the

plan for resettlement and rehabilitation of the

oustees shall ensure adequate participation by

the oustees”; and it was established that landed

oustees shall be allotted no less than two

hectares of irrigable land, whereas the landless

shall be “entitled to stable means of livelihood”.

However, by the end of December 1987, vide

Government Resolution, it was decided to accord

full benefits, i.e., two hectares of land, to all the

landless, giving as its' rationale the fact that

“ninety percent of them are tribal; whose main

occupation has been agriculture and collection of

forest products”. Thereafter, vide a Government

Resolution dated May 30, 1988, the whole benefit

package, including the minimum of two hectares

of irrigable land, was extended to “major sons of

the landed, landless and encroacher oustee

family”. This was followed with a guarantee of

irrigation by well or tube well if no irrigation

system is possible, and in the event that this can

not be provided “the displaced family would be

allotted a minimum of 4 hectares of land instead

of 2 hectares…..”. Since 1988 Gujarat policy has

not changed in any major respect.

But Gujarat has time and again refused to

operationalize the policy for SSP oustees

retrospectively, leaving the oustees from villages

impacted by SSP infrastructure before the 1987-

1988 policy high and dry; the Kevadia colony

affected villagers demand for oustee or project

affected person status has been persistently

rejected. The oustees of “rock- filled dyke

villages” were little less unfortunate than the

aforesaid Kevadia colony affected villages in the

sense that they received benefits under 1979

policy, and after repeated pleas by the NGO Arch

Vahini and pressures from World Bank, some of

the displaced got benefits of the Government

Resolutions of 1985 to 1988; those relocated

earlier could not get the benefits due to their

dispersal to several sites where sufficient

agriculture land was not available.

The submergence area of Maharashtra lies in

Satpura Mountains. Manibeli is the submergence

village closest to the dam site, immediately

adjacent to the Gujarat Border. All of the villages

Maharashtra Policy9

Source: Morse Commission Report
9
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in these hills are tribal. Their economy depend on

a wide range of local resources, including forest

and river products, and extensive grazing. Much

of the forest land is harvested and grazed on a

community basis, while many agricultural plots

are encroached.

The NWDT Award did not take the social and

economic factors existing in these tribal villages

into account while making provision for the

Maharashtra oustees. However, pressure has

been, and continues to be, exerted on these

oustees to move on to Gujarat side to take

benefits of the relatively liberalized provisions.

The most comprehensive statement of policy was

articulated by Maharashtra in its 1991 Master

Plan named as “Sardar Sarovar Project: Master

Plan for Resettlement and Rehabilitation of

Project Affected Persons of Maharashtra State”.

The policy objectives seek to substantially

improve the living conditions of the project

affected persons while causing minimum

disturbance to their social and ethnic conditions.

It has been stated in the objectives that the

project affected persons must:

I) Improve or atleast regain the standard of

living they were enjoying prior to their

displacement.

ii) Be relocated as Village units, village sections

or families in accordance with their

preference, as far as possible.

iii) Be fully integrated in the community in which

they are resettled.

iv) Be prov ided wi th the appropr ia te

compensation and adequate social and

physical infrastructure including the

community services and the other facilities

which are normally available under the

various development schemes.

The specific provisions designed to achieve

these policy imperatives were set out in two

Government Resolutions of 29 June, 1989 and

26 February, 1992. Under the updated policy of

1992, benefits are allocated according to whether

oustees are classified as “landed” or “landless.”

“Landed” oustees include those who own land “in

occupancy rights” and encroachers who

encroached prior to 31 March, 1978 and whose

encroachments were regularized. The landed

oustees are to be allotted a minimum of two

hectares of land, as are all joint holders.

“Landless” oustees include major sons and major

unmarried daughters of landed oustees (except

those recorded as joint holders), encroachers

who encroached after 31 March, 1978 and

encroachers whose encroachment was not

regularized, landless agriculture laborers, village

artisans, and persons engaged in non-

agricultural trade and callings. All these are

entitled to be allotted on a “first come- first served

basis” a maximum of one hectare of land if it is

available near the relocation site and if the

landless oustee moves with other oustees to that

site. For those landless oustees unable to obtain

land under this system, a grant-in- aid is offered

“to ensure that they acquire stable means of

livelihood so as to improve or at least regain the

standard of living that they had prior to their

displacement”.

12



The 1992 resolution established a committee to

handle disputes arising under the resolution and

made all oustees eligible for an interest-free

house –building loan. The 1991 Master Plan also

outlines an elaborate package of developmental

programs. On the basis of these measures, the

Maharashtra Plan expresses its confidence that:”

The resettlement policy in Maharashtra….amply

ensures the raising of standard of living of all

categories of project affected persons….”

However, the available evidence suggests that

the distinction between landed and landless

oustees is artificial and meaningless in the tribal

setting of the submergence villages and the

policy is adversely affecting the interests of the

displaced persons. The studies by Tata Institute

of Social Sciences show that even in the less

remotely located communities of Akkalkuwa

there is, in reality, almost no such thing as

landlessness. Those who do not hold revenue

land are cultivating encroached plots of similar

size and making the same use of grazing and

other forest resource as those who do have

revenue land. Major sons of the “landless” still

have no status as either “landed” or “landless”

and hence do not qualify for any land.

Whatever realities of landlessness are on the

ground, one hectare, even of irrigated land, is a

non-viable agricultural holding, and would leave

the majority of those defined as landless worse

off than they were before, especially if they are

denied access to river and forest products.

Furthermore, there is no certainty that every

landless so defined would be able to get this one

hectare near the relocation sites because no

policy imperative makes it mandatory to develop

relocation sites with sufficient amount of land for

this purpose. Maharashtra Government has lost

sight of the fact that there is no more effective

rehabilitation for the tribal people than providing

land as the source of livelihood.

The Sardar Sarovar reservoir potentially affects

two different regions of Madhya Pradesh: the

plains of Nimad and the hills of Vidhya range. The

plains of Nimad consist of comparatively well off

villages inhabited by many caste and tribal

groups whereas the hills of Vindhya Range have

been the isolated lands of Bhil and Bhilala

communities. The difference in the geographical

and cultural settings of these two regions has

many implications for resettlement and

rehabilitation. However, these implications were

not considered by policy makers or the

implementers: the people likely to be affected by

the submergence were neither informed of the

fate befalling on them nor were consulted ever

about their rehabilitation by the project planners.

In 1985, the M.P. Government enacted its own

legislation for the resettlement of people

displaced by any public utility project: Madhya

Pradesh Pro jec t D i sp laced Persons

(Resettlement) Act. By combining the terms of

this Act with the requirements of NWDT Award, a

policy package for the oustees of Narmada

Projects was devised. In 1987 a policy for

Narmada Sagar oustees was approved. In 1989

this was revised and extended to the SSP

oustees in Madhya Pradesh which was

subsequently included, with some amendments,

Madhya Pradesh Policy10

Source: Morse Commission Report
10
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in the Action Plan of January 1992. The policy

aims to ensure that the living conditions of all

displaced persons should improve or at least

remain at the level of their earlier standard after

relocation and resettlement.

However, the definition of “displaced person” in

the policy is more restrictive than the NWDT

Awards' definition of “oustee”: in order to qualify

as a displaced person an oustee must have

cultivated land for at least three years prior to

notification under section 4 of the Land

Acquisition Act, rather than one year as specified

in the Tribunals' Award. The policy defines

“landless” as only those who have no land for

agriculture, meaning thereby that encroacher

and major sons are not “landless”.

These definitions, however, are misleading in the

sense that as per this policy the encroachers and

major sons are not entitled to the same benefits

as the revenue land holders. It is only revenue

landholders who are entitled to land on

resettlement. The policy further provides that

encroachers prior to April 4,1987, will receive

compensation for the land acquired from them

and will be allotted a minimum of one hectare and

a maximum of two hectares of land, even if more

than two hectares was acquired from the

encroacher. No mention is made of irrigation or of

the means of establishing the date of

encroachment. The policy further stipulates that

land will not be allotted to major sons,

encroachers who encroached after 1987, or the

“landless” oustees. However, special benefits for

the “landless” (to which major sons are also

entitled) has been stipulated which include

occupational training and a three-year income

supplement grant.

The overall effect of this policy is that

encroachers and major sons, who are

agriculturalists on lands they regard as their own,

are threatened with dispossession. In isolated

tribal areas, where some 40 Madhya Pradesh

submergence villages are situated, encroachers'

rights are therefore a matter of central

importance.

In general, policy distinctions of the kind made in

the Tribunal's award and the Madhya Pradesh

provisions rely heavily on the accuracy and

appropriateness of revenue records. Yet in

Madhya Pradesh, as elsewhere, these records of

ownership tend to be out of date and provide an

inadequate picture of current land ownership.

Several years can elapse between change of

actual ownership and the recording of such

change at the patwari (record keeper and

revenue assessor) level. Also, recorded transfers

tend to pertain to land sales, whereas in the

villages themselves, land changes hands

between generations or is partitioned among

members of extended families. These are

transfers that sometimes go unrecorded, often for

generations. Moreover, in particularly remote

regions (for example, in the hills of Alirajpur tehsil

of Madhya Pradesh) fields beyond easy traveling

distance have simply gone unregistered. This

stark ground reality has been ignored completely

by the project planners as well as the

implementers. The policy has also not taken note

of this reality leading to a broad section of oustees

being put to a helpless situation.

Since World War II, developed and developing

International Convention and Displacement
of Tribal People
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countries have built high dams in rural, forest and

frontier regions of the world. Usually this has

resulted in incursion on the lands of indigenous or

tribal people. It was the special situation of the

indigenous and tribal people that first gave rise to

measures to protect the human and other rights

of the displaced persons.

There is International Labor Organization

Convention 107 (ILO 107), adopted in 1957 as a

“convention concerning the Protection and

Integration of Indigenous and other Tribal and

Semi-Tribal populations in Independent

Countries.” India was one of the first countries to

ratify ILO 107 on September 29, 1958.

Some of the pertinent provisions contained in the

Convention are as follows:

The right of ownership, collective or individual of

the members of the population concerned over

the lands which these populations traditionally

occupy shall be recognized.

The populations concerned shall not be

removed without their free consent from their

habitual territories except in accordance with

national laws and regulations for reasons relating

to national security, or in the interest of national

economic development or of the health of the said

populations.

When in such cases removal of these

populations is necessary as an exceptional

measure, they shall be provided with lands of

quality at least equal to that of lands previously

occupied by them, and suitable to provide for their

present needs and future development. In cases

where chances of alternative employment exist

and where the populations concerned prefer to

have compensation in money or kind, they shall

be so compensated under appropriate

guarantees.

Persons thus removed shall be fully

compensated for any resulting loss or injury.

There are three important things to notice about

the ILO107 Convention. First, it affirms the right of

tribal peoples to their traditional lands. Second, it

underscores the causes for which they may be

removed from their habitations: national security,

national economic development, and the health

of these populations. Third, it provides that the

displaced tribal populations shall be “provided

with lands of quality at least equal to that of the

lands previously occupied by them, suitable to

provide for their present needs and future

development.” The main idea underlying ILO 107

is that the resettlers should be at least as well off

after resettlement as before.

These themes lie at the heart of the dispute over

resettlement and rehabilitation of the Sardar

Srovar Project oustees.

A number of PILs had been filed in the Supreme

Court praying, inter alia, to pass specific

directions to the Union of India and the party

States to implement the resettlement and

rehabilitation as provided in the NWDT Award,

and stay the raising of the height of the dam till the

Article 11

Article 12

(1):

(2):

(3):

Judicial Interventions

,
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project affected families are duly rehabilitated. In

one of the PIL questions were raised on the

construction of such a big dam from

environmental angle and it was contended that

the costs would overrun the presumed benefits;

the very basis of continuing with the construction

of Sadar Sarovar Project was questioned. In

some of these cases, the Supreme Court has

delivered its judgment whereas some are

pending at various stages of consideration.

Through its judgments, the Supreme Court has

concurred with the contention of the proponents

of the project that the SSP is a project of national

importance and should be expeditiously

completed. However, it has also recognized the

constitutional rights of the displaced persons to

receive the relief and rehabilitation packages as

provided under the NWDT Award, and directed

that further raising of the dam height will be only

pari passu with the implementation of the relief

and rehabilitation measures and on the clearance

of the Relief and Rehabilitation Subgroup of the

Narmada Control Authority.

In B.D.Sharma V. Union of India case the

Supreme Court by its' Order dated August 9,

1991 gave a direction to activate the Committee

headed by Secretary (Welfare), Government of

India, constituted earlier as a Sub-Committee

under Narmada Control Authority, so as to

ensure rehabilitation of the SSP oustees. The

Court while clarifying that it was not its' intention

to hold up the progress of the work directed the

said Committee to move in the areas where there

was rehabilitation to be undertaken and directly

ensure that rehabilitative process was

undertaken. The Court further directed that

rehabilitation should be so done that at least six

months before the area is likely to be submerged,

rehabilitation should be complete and should be

in respect of homestead substitution of

agr icul tural property and such other

arrangements which are contemplated under the

rehabilitation scheme. By order dated 24

October, 1994, the Court observed that all the

directions issued by the Court from time to time

have been complied with and nothing more be

done in the petition and the petition was disposed

off.

In Narmada Bachao Andolan vrs Union of India &

Others case, the Court delivered its' judgment

on October 18, 2000 by a majority of 2:1. Mr.

Justice Bharucha delivered a separate judgment

disagreeing with the main judgment. While

delivering the judgment, the Court observed a

couple of important points. Some of these are as

follows:

(I) Conflicting rights had to be considered. If for

one set of people namely those of Gujarat, there

was only one solution, namely, construction of a

dam, the same would have an adverse effect on

another set of people whose houses and

agricultural land would be submerged in water. It

is because of this conflicting interest that

considerable time was taken before the project

was finally cleared in 1987. Perhaps the need for

giving the green signal was that for the people of

Gujarat, there was no other solution but to

provide them with water from Narmada. But the

hardships of oustees from Madhya Pradesh

have to be mitigated by providing them with

alternative lands, sites and compensation. In

11

th

12

11
Writ Petition (civil) No 1201/1990, 1992 Supp (3) SCC 93

12
Writ Petition (civil) No 319/1994, (2000) 10 SCC 664
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governance of the State, such decisions have to

be taken where there are conflicting interests.

(ii) Since long the people of India have been

deriving the benefits of the river valley projects.

At the time of independence, food-grain was

being imported into India but with the passage of

time and the construction of more dams, the

position has been reversed. The large-scale river

valley projects all over country have made

India more than self-sufficient in food. Famines

which used to occur have now become a thing of

the past. Considering the benefits which have

been reaped by the people all over India with the

construction of the dams, the Government

cannot be faulted with deciding to construct the

high dam on the river Narmada with a view to

provide water not only to the scarcity areas of

Gujarat but also to the small areas of the State of

Rajasthan where the shortage of water has been

there since the time immemorial.

(iii) Displacement of people living on the

proposed sites and the areas to be submerged is

an important issue. Realizing the fact that

displacement of these people would disconnect

them from their past, culture, custom and

traditions, the moment any village is earmarked

for take over for dam or any other developmental

activity, the project implementing authorities

have to implement R&R programs. The R&R

plans are required to be specially drafted and

implemented to mitigate problems whatsoever

relating to all, whether rich or poor, land owner or

encroacher, farmer or tenant, employee or

employer, tribal or non-tribal. A properly drafted

R&R plan would improve living standards of

displaced persons after displacement. In the

present case, the R&R packages of the States,

especially of Gujarat, are such that the living

conditions of the oustees will be much better than

what they had in their tribal hamlets.

(iv) The Award of the Tribunal is binding on the

States concerned. The said Award also

envisages the relief and rehabilitation measures

which are to be undertaken. If for any reason, any

of the State Governments involved lag behind in

providing adequate relief and rehabilitation then

the proper course, for a Court to take, would be to

direct the Award's implementation and not to

stop the execution of the project. This Court, as a

Federal Court of the country especially in a case

of inter-State river dispute where an Award had

been made, has to ensure that the binding Award

is implemented.

The supreme Court while issuing directions in

this case, emphasized that two conditions have

to be kept in mind, (i) the completion of project at

the earliest and (ii) ensuring compliance with

conditions on which clearance of the project was

given including completion of relief and

rehabilitation work and taking of ameliorative and

compensatory measures for environmental

protection in compliance with the scheme framed

by the Government thereby protecting the rights

under Article 21 of the Constitution.

per se

In this case the jurisdiction of the Court was
invoked in a defining manner: anti-dam
protesters had challenged the very rationale
of the construction of the Sadar Sarovar dam
from environmental angle and on the

13

13
Re: Writ Petition (civil) No 319/1994, (2000) 10 SCC 664

17



grounds that displacement of tribal people
caused due to submergence was violative of
the fundamental right of life guaranteed in the
Article 21 of the Indian Constitution and
against ILO Convention 107 to which India
was a signatory.

The Court heard all the contentions raised by
the parties at length and gave due
consideration to all the relevant issues; it
considered the desirability or otherwise of
the big dams, the question pertaining to the
scarcity of water and measures taken to
reach water in the parched fields and throats
by harnessing the River water, the
“conflicting interests” of people inhabiting
near the river side and beyond and how the
conflict can be resolved in a best possible
manner, and the question relating to the
“eminent domain” of the Government of the
day in taking policy decisions and limited
role the Courts have to play in questioning
the wisdom of the Governments to take such
decisions. And the way the issues were
considered, emerged a landmark judgment
which is like a treatise on the subject
delivered by the best minds of the Country;
superb intellectual discourse.

Though, anti-dam protesters are obviously
not happy with direction to expedite the
construction of the dam and complete the
project, the judgment was not so rosy for
those in the respondent Governments who
believed in fudging the figures of
resettlement and rehabilitation and
castigating the concerned people pointing

fingers at them for not giving serious
attention to the issue of resettlement and
rehabilitation of the PAFs. The Court directed
that raising of the dam height would be only
pari passu with the implementation of the
R&R measures and on the clearance by the
Relief and Rehabilitation Subgroup of NCA.
Thus, the Court has reined the states and
cast on them a legal duty to take prescribed
R&R measures to rehabilitate the oustees
before proceeding to raise the dam height,
and that too on the clearance of a monitoring
mechanism which is expected to take an
independent and objective view in the matter.

It was the decisive intervention of the Court in
favor of the project affected people. This
intervention is so assuring that anti-dam
protesters are choosing the podium of the
Court anytime and every time the recalcitrant
implementers fail to provide desired R&R
measures.

Conclusion

Of course, people may be displaced by political

upheavals or natural calamities. At the time of

Indian Independence, millions of persons in

Punjab and West Bengal had to be resettled and

re-housed on account of the partition of the

country. Earth quakes and floods may require

resettlement of large number of affected

persons. But from the viewpoint of displaced,

however, a dam that will submerge their land and

habitation is not an inevitable natural calamity,

but a man –made catastrophe and for them,

therefore, resettlement and rehabilitation should

create a condition under which their life and
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existence does not become worse than what it

was before.

Since Independence, the construction of high

dams and the irrigation structures that usually go

along with them has been the greatest cause of

involuntary resettlement in India. Millions have

been displaced to make way for such projects;

their lives have been uprooted to serve what is

normally described as the greater good. It is not,

however, simply a question of weighing the

numbers on each side, and not a question of

statistical relativism, but a simple and straight

question of protecting the human rights of the

affected persons.

There is example galore, both in the developed

as well as developing world, that when high

dams have been built, the people occupying land

in the submergence area have often been

evicted without proper compensation, often

without due process. Compensation, in such

cases, did not usual ly include cash

compensation, payable under conventional

expropriation statutes, and the cash was more

often than not inadequate, rarely if ever sufficient

to buy replacement land. Other people affected

by the loss of employment, access to fisheries, or

other sources of livelihood, have usually been

ignored.

More than 60 million tribal peoples live in India;

they are designated as Scheduled Tribes as per

the Constitution of India. Although many of them

have been assimilated into what is generally

believed as mainstream Indian culture, others

maintain a traditional way of life quite distinct

from the populations surrounding them. Along

the river Narmada, as elsewhere in India, many

of the tribal people of the forest villages are said

to be “encroaching” on the government land,

even though they may be cultivating the land for

generations pursuant to their customary usage,

though without formal title. Though many of such

tribal families have been displaced on account of

the Sardar Sarovar Project, no special provision

has been made for their resettlement and

rehabilitation.

The Indian State must understand that the era of

liberalization and globalization has brought

immense hardships to the poor and marginalized

in spite of the claims made to the contrary. The

very premise of liberalization and globalization is

“greed” and full play of the “invisible hand” of

market forces. The greed of the privileged and

market forces can never make the lives of the

poor better unless State intervenes decisively in

their favor. The development process should not

be blind to the expectation and aspirations of

those who get uprooted on account of such

development: development should have a

human face. Narmada dams and consequent

displacement of tribal population have brought

the urgency of development with a human face in

the lexicon of contemporary development

discourse.

[Sri Vyas Mishra, I.A.S. (1982), Principal

Secretary to Govt. of Bihar, Dept. of Labour,

also holding additional Charge as Principal

Secretary, Disaster Management]
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dqN o"kZ gks x;s tc eq>s Jh jkepUnz flUgk] vè;{k] lsok

fuo`Ùk vkbZ-,-,l- ,lksfl,'ku dk i= feyk Fkk] ftlesa

viuh laLe`fr;ksa dks fyfic) djds nsus dk vuqjksèk FkkA

i= dks i<+rs&i<+rs vrhr ds i`"B Lor% [kqydj lkeus

n`f"Vxr gksus yxsA esjk iz'kklfud thou ,slh

cgqr&lh ?kVukvksa dk dsUnz fcUnq jgk gS] ftldk

lEcUèk fdlh ds thou ds lkFk tqM+ ldrk gS vkSj

muls izsj.kk vkSj ekxZn'kZu fey ldrk gSA bUgha

?kVukvksa esa ls dqN dk mn~?kkVu ;gk¡ djuk pkgrk gw¡A

esjh izFke fu;qfDr vuqeaMy inkfèkdkjh] nkukiqj] iVuk

ds :i esa gqbZA eSaus flrEcj] 1971 esa ;ksxnku fn;kA

nwljs fnu Hkkjr&ikfdLrku dk ;q) izkjaHk gks x;k]

ftldh ifj.kfr cakXyk ns'k ds ,d Lora= ns'k ds :i esa

gqbZA fcgVk gokbZ vM~Mk bl ;q) esa vkiwfÙkZ dsUnz cuk]

ftlls iz'kklfud rkSj ij esjk tqM+ko FkkA ijUrq ;gk¡

ij eSa bl lacaèk esa vkSj ugha fy[kus tk jgk gw¡A le;

chrkA twu ekg dk vkxeu gqvkA ^nhj?k nk?k funk?k* ds

lkFk ljdkjh jktLo dh olwyh dk iz;kl xeZ gks x;kA

lgdkfjrk lg;ksx lfefr;ksa ls _.k dh vnk;xh dk

vuqjksèk fd;k x;kA _.k dh olwyh ds fy, lgdkfjrk

i;Zos{kd dks n.Mkfèkdkjh dh 'kfDr nsdj ,d nLrs dk

fuekZ.k fd;k x;k] ftlds lgk;rkFkZ ,d vkj{kh

goynkj ds usr`Ro esa pkj x`g j{kd fn;s x;sA nLrs dk

vPNk izHkko iM+kA yfEcr _.k dh olwyh esa xfr vkbZA

,d fnu 'kke dks eSa caxys ij cSBk dqN dke dj jgk

FkkA olwyh ny ?kcjk;k gqvk vk;kA esjs iz'u ds iwoZ gh

mUgksaus crk;k fd _.k dh olwyh gsrq mudk ny

dks&vkWijsfVo lkslkbVh ds lfpo ds ikl igq¡pkA tSls

gh _.k vnk;xh dh ckr dh] ?kj ds vUnj ls lkslkbVh

dk lfpo xksyh ekj nsus dk èkkSal nsrk gqvk fudyk vkSj

ns'kh dV~Vk rkudj cksyk] ^^rqe yksxksa dh fgEer dSls

gqbZ esjs njokts ij vkdj _.k olwyh dh ckr djus

dh\ rqEgsa irk ugha eSa _.k olwyrk gw¡] ij ljdkjh

[ktkus esa tek ugha djrkA og esjh esgur dh etnwjh

gSA ;gk¡ ls Hkkx tkvks vU;Fkk xksyh ekj nwaxkA rqe tSls

fdrus baLisDVj ;gk¡ ls ekj [kkdj pys x;sA** eSa mlls

vkxs dqN ckr djrk fd mldk dV~Vk esjh vksj ru

x;kA esjs ,d flikgh us xksyh pyk nhA ge yksx fdlh

rjg tku cpkdj vk ik;s gSA

eSaus 'kkar Hkko ls mudh ckrksa dks lqukA pijklh dks

pk;&ikuh ykus dk funsZ'k nsdj mUgsa 'kkafr ls cSBk;k

vkSj vk'oLr fd;k fd vki yksx fuf'pUr jgsa] xk¡o

okyksa ij fofèk lEer dkjZokbZ dh tk;sxhA eSaus nkukiqj

Fkkus ij Qksu fd;kA Fkkuk izHkkjh dks funsZ'k fn;k fd

dks&vkWijsfVo baLisDVj tk jgs gSa] budh izkFkfedh

vafdr djsa vkSj nksf"k;ksa dks fxj¶rkj djsaA Fkkuk izHkkjh

us Qksu ij gh lwfpr fd;k fd dqN yksx ,d e`rd

;kno dh yk'k ysdj Fkkuk ij vk;s gSa vkSj dg jgs gSa fd

,d x`g j{kd us xksyh ekjh gSA

nkjksxk dh ckr lqudj eSa FkksM+h nsj ds fy, vokd~&lk

gks x;k] fQj eSaus dgk ^^Bhd gS] xk¡o okyksa dh fjiksVZ

ntZ dj ysa vkSj bu yksxksa dh Hkh izkFkfedh ntZ djsaA

vUos"k.k ls tSlk gksxk fofèkor~ dkjZokbZ gksxhA**

ckn esa ekywe gqvk fd fn;kjk {ks= esa dqN dks&vkWijsfVo

lkslkbVh ,slh gaS] ftuds lnL; ljdkjh _.k ysrs gS

vkSj le; ij Hkqxrku dj nsrs gSaA dks&vkWijsfVo _.k

dh olwyh lkslkbVh ds lfpo djrs gSa] ijUrq olwyh xbZ

nwj n`f"V&usr`Ro dh igpku

& ft;kyky vk;Z
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jkf'k os dks"kkxkj esa tek ugha djrs gSaA ,sls lfpo izk;%

LFkkuh; usrk gksrs gSaA _.k dh olwyh ekaxus ij

ekj&ihV djrs gSaA ,sls gh dks&vkWijsfVo lkslkbVh ds

lfpo dh e`R;q vkRej{kkFkZ pykbZ xbZ xksyh ls gks x;h

FkhA

fcgkj foèkku lHkk dk l= pkyw FkkA foèkku lHkk esa bl

?kVuk dks ysdj 'kksj&'kjkck gksus yxk vkSj dgk x;k

fd vuqeaMykfèkdkjh us ejok fn;kA fnuHkj dh ?kVuk

dh lwpuk vuqeaMy vkj{kh inkfèkdkjh Jh ccu flag ds

,d fe= foèkku lHkk lnL; fn;k djrs FksA rhu&pkj

fnu yxkrkj iqfyl Qk;fjax ij cgl gksrh jgh vkSj

var esa fu.kZ; gqvk fd bldh tk¡p iVuk lsUVªy jsat ds

Mh-vkbZ-th- ls djkbZ tk;sxhA

Jh jkey[ku flag ;kno] ikyhxat ls izHkko'kkyh

foèkk;d Fks vkSj U;k;fiz; FksA {ks=h; foèkk;d gksus ds

ukrs muls izk;% fopkj&fofue; gksrk Fkk vkSj os Hkh eq>s

,d fu"i{k ,oa ;ksX; inkfèkdkjh ekurs FksA foèkku lHkk

esa fdlh u fdlh :i esa esjk uke vk tkrk Fkk vkSj mls

fn;kjk {ks= xksyh dkaM ls tksMk fn;k tkrk FkkA eSaus

bldh ppkZ ;kno th ls dhA nwljs fnu lqcg os esjs

fuokl ij vk, vkSj vuqHkotU; ckrksa ls vk'oLr fd;k

fd ?kVuk dh eq>s iwjh tkudkjh gSA dqN ekuuh;

lnL;ksa dh HkM+kl fudy xbZ gS] vc ;g ekeyk foèkku

lHkk esa ugha mBsxkA vki viuk dke djrs jfg;sA

turk dks vkils dksbZ f'kdk;r ugha gSA

Mh-vkbZ-th- lsUVªy jsat us ?kVuk dh tk¡p dhA mUgksaus]

irk ugha fdl ifjfLFkfr esa] xzkeh.kksa ds dsl dks lgh

Bgjk;k vkSj x`g j{kdksa ds dsl esa vafre fjiksVZ yxkus

dk funsZ'k fn;kA

mu fnuksa naM izfØ;k lafgrk dk la'kksèku ugha gqvk FkkA

vkijkfèkd ekeyksa esa laKku ysus dk vfèkdkj vuqeaMy

n.Mkfèkdkjh esa fufgr FkkA iqfyl us xzkeh.kksa ds dsl esa

vkjksi i= nk;j fd;k vkSj vfèkdkfj;ksa ds dsl esa vafre

izfrosnuA eSaus voj ize.My n.Mkf/kdkjh ds :i esa

iqfyl dh vafre fjiksVZ dks eStsfLVfj;y ¼n.Mkfèkdkjh½

tk¡p ds fy, ns fn;kA

le; chrkA esjk LFkkukUrj.k iVuk lfpoky; esa gks

x;kA 1974 ds twu esa ftyk n.Mkfèkdkjh] leLrhiqj esa

inLFkkfir gqvkA ,d fnu 'kke dks pijklh us dkxt

dk ,d iqtkZ nsrs gq, dgk fd pkj&ik¡p vkneh feyus

vk;s gSaA eSaus mUgsa cqyk;kA muyksxksa us esjk pj.k Li'kZ

fd;k vkSj cksys fd lj] vkidks ;kn gksxk] nkukiqj ds

fn;kjk {ks= esa ,d Qk;fjax gqbZ FkhA geyksxksa ds }kjk

vkRej{kkFkZ pykbZ xbZ xksyh dks lgh ekudj ekuuh;

U;k;ky; us ge lc dks vkjksi eqDr dj fn;k gSA ;fn

vkius gekjs dsl dks n.Mkfèkdkjh dh tk¡p esa ugha fn;k

gksrk rks ,d rjQk dkjZokbZ gksrh vkSj ge yksx vius dks

ugha cpk ikrsA ^^muds eukscy dks ns[kdj gesa izlUurk

gqbZ vkSj tkWu eSDlosy dk dFku Lej.k gks vk;k fd

^^yhMj ds :i esa esjh ftEesnkjh vius lkFk dke djus

okys lHkh yksxksa dh enn djuk gSA**

2 vkSj 3 tuojh] 1975 dks leLrhiqj jsyos IysVQkeZ ij

,d nqHkkZX;iw.kZ ?kVuk ?kVhA leLrhiqj&eqt¶Qjiqj cM+h

ykbZu ds mn~?kkVu dk volj FkkA jsyea=h Jh yfyr

ukjk;.k feJ fuèkkZfjr le; ls djhc ,d ?kaVk foyEc

ls vk,A vafèk;kjs dh pknj QSy pqdh FkhA ea=h egksn;

us tSls gh fofèkor~~ mn~?kkVu dh ?kks"k.kk dh] Mk;l ij

,d vkokt ds lkFk vQjk&rQjh ep xbZA Mk;l ij

[kM+s gq, yksx fxjus yxsA lqj{kk dehZ ea=h th dks xkM+h

ds lSywu esa ys vk,A jsat Mh-vkbZ-th- Jh cztuUnu

izlkn] tks Mk;l ij Fks] esjs lkeus fxj x, FksA vkj{kh

vèkh{kd Jh èkzqo izlkn vks>k vkSj izeaMyh; vk;qDr MkW-

ts-lh- dqUnzk vkSj eSa Mk;l ds uhps ea=h egksn; dh

vxokuh ds fy, lh<+h ds ikl [kM+s FksA Jh izlkn o
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vU; ?kk;yksa dks vLirky igq¡pk;k x;kA ea=h th dks

lSywu esa jsyos ds MkDVjksa us ijh{k.k fd;kA ea=h th us

nkukiqj jsyos vLirky tkus dh bPNk O;Dr dhA

dkj.k] dqN ekg iwoZ jsyos esa ,d vHkwriwoZ LVªkbd gqbZ

FkhA ts-ih- vkUnksyu dh èkwy iwjh rjg cSBh ugha FkhA

ljdkjh MkWDVj Hkh gM+rky ij FksA

;gk¡ ij ,d ckr Li"V dj nw¡ fd ftyk esa

fofèk&O;oLFkk vkSj veu&pSu j[kuk] ftykfèkdkjh dk

nkf;Ro gSA fo'ks"kdj egRoiw.kZ O;fDr;ksa dh O;fDrxr

lqj{kk vkj{kh vèkh{kd dk nkf;Ro gksrk gSA O;fDr fo'ks"k

dh lqj{kk ds funsZ'k blhfy, dsoy vkj{kh vèkh{kd dks

Hksts tkrs gSaA jsy ea=h ds vkxeu ij fofèk O;oLFkk ,oa

tu&lqj{kk ds fy, ftyk vkns'k fuxZr fd;k x;k Fkk]

ftlesa lnj vuqeaMykfèkdkjh vkSj vkj{kh mikèkh{kd

dks ftEesnkjh lkSaih x;h FkhA

leLrhiqj jsy IysVQkeZ ij ce dk.M ds i'pkr~ ng'kr

dk okrkoj.k ilj x;k FkkA iqfyl cy MseksjsykbTM gks

x;k FkkA n.Mkfèkdkfj;ksa dk eukscy fgy x;k FkkA ,sls

okrkoj.k dks feVkus ds fy, usr`Ro dh vko';drk FkhA

,l-ih- ds lkFk eSa iqfyl ykbZu x;kA iqfyl dks eSaus

lEcksfèkr fd;kA eSaus Li"V 'kCnksa esa dgk fd vki yksxksa

us vius nkf;Ro dk fuoZgu fd;kA fQj Hkh ,slh

nqHkkZX;iw.kZ ?kVuk gks xbZA bldk eryc gS O;oLFkk esa

dgha u dgha detksjhA tks Hkh detksjh gqbZ gksxh] mldh

iwjh ftEesnkjh ftykfèkdkjh ds :i esa] eSa ysrk gw¡A

vkiyksxksa dks fpUrk djus vkSj eukscy dks detksj

djus dh vko';drk ugha gSA tgk¡ rd n.Mkfèkdkfj;ksa

ds dÙkZO; ikyu dh ckr gS] mUgksaus dgha dksbZ detksjh

ugha fn[kkbZA vkidks tks Hkh nkf;Ro fn;s x;s Fks mUgsa

vaxhdkj djus esa] ;fn dksbZ dfBukbZ gks] rks mls eSa

Lohdkj d:¡xkA vkiyksx viuk dke fuHkhZdrk vkSj

fo'okl ds lkFk djsaA

;g loZ fofnr gS fd bl dk.M ds ifj.kke Lo:i

?kk;y jsy ea=h dk fuèku gks x;k FkkA ljdkj us

ekuuh; U;k;ewfrZ ds- ds- eSF;q dh vè;{krk esa tk¡p

vk;ksx xfBr fd;k vkSj iwjs ekeys dk vUos"k.k dk;Z

dsUnzh; tk¡p C;wjks dks lkSai fn;k x;kA bl dk.M vkSj

vUos"k.k dh ckfjfd;ksa esa tkus dh vko';drk ugha gSA

tk¡p vk;ksx ds le{k ftyk iz'kklu dh vksj ls esjs }kjk

'kiFk i= nk;j fd;k x;kA eSaus fofèk&O;oLFkk vkSj

ea=h dh lqj{kk dh iwjh ftEesnkjh vius Åij ys yhA

dkj.k] ;fn ml le; ea=h dh lqj{kk] ftldk nkf;Ro

fu;er% dsoy vkj{kh vèkh{kd dk Fkk] dks eSa Lohdkj

ugha djrk rks turk esa ;g laokn tkrk fd

ftykfèkdkjh us iqfyl dks pØO;wg esa Mky fn;k vkSj

Lo;a fudy x;sA yksxksa dks fu;e dh tkudkjh ugha

gksrh gSA os bruk tkurs gSa fd ftys esa gj pht dk

nkf;Ro ftykfèkdkjh dk gh gksrk gSA eSa muds bl

fo'okl dks VwVus ugha nsuk pkgrk FkkA

ifj.kker% tulg;ksx vkSj turk dk fo'okl ftyk

iz'kklu esa izxk<+rj gks x;kA bldk ijh{k.k bl ckr ls

gqvk fd bl dkaM ds i'pkr~ MkW- txUukFk feJ

eq[;ea=h cu x;sA mudh llqjky leLrhiqj esa gSA

ftyk iz'kklu ds fojksèk esa vusd iz;klksa ds ckn ,d Hkh

'kiFk&i= turk dh vksj ls ugha nk;j gqvkA yksxksa dh

ekU;rk Fkh fd ftyk iz'kklu us dksbZ xyrh ugha dh gSA

,d ek= 'kiFk&i= bl dkaM esa ?kk;y Jh jekdkUr >k

us fn;k] ftlesa vafdr ckrsa Lor% xyr lkfcr gks xbaZA

U;k;ewfrZ ds- ds- eSF;q vk;ksx ds le{k ftyk iz'kklu ds

rF;ksa dks j[kus ds fy, iVuk mPp U;k;ky; ds ojh;

vfèkoDrk Jh cyHknz izlkn dh lsok,¡ ljdkj us nhA

lgk;d ds :i esa njHkaxk tuin ds yksd vfHk;kstd

Jh dUgS;k izlkn flag j[ks x;sA ljdkj ds i{k dks

j[kus ds fy, rRdkyhu egkfèkoDrk Jh ds- Mh- pVthZ
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dks yxk;k x;k FkkA feJ ifjokj dk i{k j[kus ds fy,

Jh ds- ih- oekZ vkSj Jh ukxs'oj izlkn tSls fnXxt

vfèkoDrkvksa dks fu;ksftr fd;kA mPpre U;k;ky; ds

dqN vfèkoDrk Hkh dfri; i{kksa dh vksj ls FksA

MkW- feJ ds eq[;ea=h cuus ds ckn ftyk iz'kklu ls Jh

cyHknz izlkn vkSj ds-Mh-pVthZ dh lsok,¡ okil ys yh

xbZA ek= Jh ds- ih- flag jg x;sA ijUrq eq>s ;g dgus

esa izlUurk gksrh gS fd Jh ds- ih- flag] tks eSF;q vk;ksx

ds le{k duh;re vfèkoDrk Fks] us ftyk iz'kklu ds

rF;ksa dks lgh ifjizs{; esa izLrqr fd;kA bl dk.M ds

ifj.kke ls lHkh voxr gSaA ftyk iz'kklu ds lHkh

vfèkdkjh csnkx jgsA iz'kklfud usrk dks vius nkf;Roksa

ds lQy fuokZg ds fy, vkSjksa ls Åij gksuk pkfg,A okjs

vkj- vkfLVu us ^;w-,u-oYMZ* esa dgk Fkk] ^^vxj vki eq>s

Åij [khapuk pkgsa] rks vki dks T;knk Å¡ph txg ij

gksuk pkfg,A**

;g vkys[k cM+k gksrk tk jgk gS vr% ,d vkSj ?kVuk dk

mYys[k djds bldk lekiu d:¡xkA 1970 ds n'kd esa

Hkwfe lqèkkj vfèk'ks"k Hkwfe vfèkfu;e dks izHkkoh <ax ls

ykxw djus dks ljdkj m)r FkhA leLrhiqj ds

mft;kjiqj iz[k.M ds ,d tehankj ij ;g vfèkfu;e

ykxw fd;k x;kA muds ikl dbZ lkS ,dM+ tehu

vfèk'ks"k gks jgh FkhA ySaM lhfyax vfèkfu;e ls cpus ds

fy, Hkwfeifr us vusd gFkdaMs viuk;sA blh Øe esa

mUgksaus viuh vfèk'ks"k Hkwfe dks fcgkj Hkw&vtZu

vfèkfu;e ds varxZr vfèkxzghr djus ds fy, ljdkj ls

vuqjksèk fd;kA

,d fnu Mkd esa jktLo lfpo dk i= feykA fy[kk Fkk

fd ^^ljdkj us cekZ fjiSfVª;kV~l dks clkus ds fy,

mft;kjiqj iz[k.M esa Åij lanfHkZr tehu dks

vfèkxzghr djus dk fu.kZ; fy;k gSA Ñi;k vfèkxzg.k

dh dkjZokbZ izkjaHk djsa vkSj ljdkj dks izLrko HkstsaA**

eSaus ljdkj dks mÙkj Hkstk fd lanfHkZr tehankj dh

vfèk'ks"k Hkwfe ij fcgkj vfèk'ks"k Hkwfe vfèkfu;e ds

varxZr dkjZokbZ py jgh gSA vfèkfu;e ds

izkoèkkukuqlkj ftl tehu ij fcgkj vfèk'ks"k vfèkfu;e

ykxw gks tkrk gS] ml ij vkSj dksbZ Hkh dkuwu ugha ykxw

gksxkA tgk¡ rd cekZ ls vk, yksxksa dks iquokZflr djus

dh ckr gS] mUgsa vfèk'ks"k Hkwfe lhek vfèkfu;e ds

vUrxZr izkIr gksus okyh tehu ij iquokZflr fd;k tk

ldrk gSA

ljdkj esjs mÙkj ls larq"V ugha gqbZA ea=h jktLo us eq>s

iVuk cqyk;k vkSj dgk fd ljdkj dk fu.kZ; gS fd cekZ

ls vk, yksxksa dks mft;kjiqj iz[kaM esa lanfHkZr tehu dk

Hkw&vtZu dj ml ij clk;k tk;A eSaus vius iwoZ ds

lq>ko dks ea=h th ds le{k j[kk] ij os larq"V utj ugha

vk,A eSa leLrhiqj okil vk x;kA

nks lIrkg ckn lfpo] jktLo ,oa Hkwfe lqèkkj foHkkx dk

i= feyk] ftlds lkFk eaf=eaMy dk fu.kZ; layXu Fkk

fd leLrhiqj ftyk ds mft;kjiqj vapy dh lanfHkZr

tehu dk vtZu dj ml ij cekZ ls vk, yksxksa dks

clkus ds izLrko ij LohÑfr nh tkrh gSA eSaus bl

ekeys dh tM+ rd tkus dk iz;kl fd;kA

lhfyax ,DV ds varxZr vfèk'ks"k tehu dk eqvkotk

lacafèkr tehu dh dSVsxjh dk 'kk;n 150 #i;k izfr

,dM+ Fkk tcfd oSlh tehu dk eqvkotk fcgkj

Hkw&vtZu vfèkfu;e ds vUrxZr ,d gtkj #i;s izfr

,dM+ FkkA nksuksa ds eqvkots esa djhc lk<+s vkB lkS #i;k

izfr ,dM+ dk varj FkkA bl varj dh jkf'k esa layXu

yksxksa dk LokFkZ fufgr gksuk LokHkkfod FkkA
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eSaus iqu% ljdkj dks fy[kk fd eaf=eaMy }kjk LohÑr

izLrko dh tehu ij fcgkj lhfyax vfèkfu;e ds

varxZr vfèkxzg.k dh dkjZokbZ izxfr ij gSA bl ij vc

dksbZ Hkh nwljk vfèkfu;e ugha ykxw gksxkA eq>s yxrk gS

fd bl rF; dks eaf=eaMy ds le{k fopkjkèkhu izLrko

esa ugha j[kk x;kA vr% ljdkj bl ij iqu% fopkj djsA

la;ksx ls ,d fnu eq[;ea=h MkW- txUukFk feJ ds llqj

ls leLrhiqj esa eqykdkr gks x;hA eSa mudk lEeku

djrk Fkk] vkSj mudk I;kj eq>s feyrk FkkA mUgksaus

viuRo fn[kkrs gq, dgk fd eq[;ea=h th vkils izlUu

ugha yxrs gSaA vkius ljdkj ds vkns'k dk ikyu ugha

fd;kA bl ij vki nf.Mr gks ldrs gSaA eSaus mUgsa

lEiw.kZ rF; dh tkudkjh nh vkSj dgk fd vki

eq[;ea=h th dks crk ns afd ;fn ljdkj bl izLrko ij

vey djsxh rks cgqr cM+s Hkwfe&?kksVkys esa Q¡l tk;sxhA

Hkfo"; esa ;fn dksbZ tk¡p ljdkj ds fo:) gqbZ rks

ljdkj dks dV?kjs esa [kM+k djus okyh ;g izFke lafpdk

gksxhA eq[;ea=h th dks vki lykg nas fd os iwjh lafpdk

Lo;a ns[k ysaA mlds ckn tks fu.kZ; gksxk] mldk

vuqikyu gksxkA

dqN fnuksa ckn vk;kZoÙkZ lekpkj&i= ds eq[; i`"B ij

'kh"kZ lekpkj izdkf'kr gqvk fd ljdkj us ftykfèkdkjh

ds lq>ko dks eku fy;kA

laLej.k rks cgqr ls gSa] ijUrq mu lcdks ;gk¡ fyfic)

djuk laHko ugha gSA fQj Hkh ,d ,slh ?kVuk dk mYys[k

djuk pkgrk gw¡ ftls lc Lohdkj ugha djsaA turk ny

dh ljdkj] ykyw izlkn ds usr`Ro esa cuhA Jh ykyw

izlkn us detksj vkSj 'kksf"kr oxZ ds dY;k.k dh] ts- ih-

ds fl)karksa ij pyus vkSj fcgkj ds fodkl dh lkSxUèk

[kkbZA izkjaHk esa budk vuqikyu Hkh fd;kA iVuk ds ,d

lqizfl) MkWDVj us eq>s crk;k fd foHkkxh; ea=h mudh

laLFkk dh ekU;rk ds fy, ik¡p yk[k #i;k eq[;ea=h ds

uke ij ek¡x jgsa gSaA eSaus mudh tkudkjh eq[;ea=h dks

nhA mUgksaus fo'okl ugha fd;k vkSj dgk fd D;k og

MkWDVj esjs le{k dg ldsxkA eSaus dgk iwNdj lwfpr

d:¡xkA MkWDVj rS;kj gks x;k vkSj jktdh;

vfrfFk'kkyk esa ge rhuksa cSBsA MkWDVj us iwjh ckr crk

nhA ,d lIrkg ds vUnj eq[;ea=h us ,slh ifjfLFkfr

iSnk dj nh] fd ml ea=h dks vius in ls R;kx&i=

nsuk iM+ x;kA eSaus ykyw izlkn dks cgqr fudV ls ns[kk

FkkA muesa ,d fo'ks"krk Fkh fd mfpr le; ij lgh

lykg dks Lohdkj djrs FksA ij 1995 ds pquko dh

lQyrk ds i'pkr~ os oSls ugha jg ldsA

Hkkjrh; iz'kklfud lsok ds vfèkdkfj;ksa dk fotu cM+k

gksuk pkfg,A ;gk¡ ij eSa ,d dgkuh dk m)j.k nsuk

pkgrk gw¡A ,d chgM+ taxy ls xqtjrs gq, ,d ;k=h us

vius Hkkjrh; xkbM ls iwNk] ^^vki fdl rjg bu

uqdhyh pksfV;ksa ds Åij] bu [krjukd jkLrksa ls viuk

jkLrk pqu ysrs gSa vkSj blds ckn Hkh vki fn'kk pquus esa

Hkwy ugha djrs\**

xkbM us mÙkj fn;k] ^^esjs ikl utnhd dh n`f"V Hkh gS

vkSj nwj dh n`f"V HkhA ,d ls eSa og ns[krk gw¡] tks Bhd

esjs lkeus gSa] nwljh ls eSa flrkjksa ls viuh fn'kk fuèkkZfjr

djrk gw¡A**

[ ]ft;kyky vk;Z] Hkk-iz-ls-] ¼vodk'kizkIr½

24



TILL the 1970s, I had heard of Radios. As a
schoolboy I do remember a Philips radio set kept
atop an almirah in the house. Occassionally this
descended for minor tinkering, changing valves,
soldering and dad appeared to be the expert on
this. Later, while I had joined College, this was
replaced with a BUSH set. As on date, whether
the company exists or not, I wouldn't know. This
also required occasional banging to be brought
back to life. Come Saturdays, and after the
traditional 9 pm news, a 15 mins programme of
old English songs was what I looked forward
to—Cliff Richards oh—'Someone else is in your
arms tonight'.

In the 70s taperecorders had entered the market,
were a bit expensive, fairly large when compared
to todays benchmarks [ipods]. I do recall with
fond memory the set I had procured as a SDO at
Purnia in 1976. The cassette [some still around]
were tapes used to record songs and you play
them with the tape recorder. Today DVDs, VCDs,
CDs, USBs, Pendrives and Screwdrives have
replaced all these. Even these would become
obsolete in no time. We are now into cloud
computing and all data, including voice, music,
will be stored somewhere in the clouds. Back to
history, long, long ago Kalidasa was adept in
sending messages thru clouds in his
'MEGHADOOTAM'.

In the late 70s Personal Computers had invaded
the homes, we joined a little late; the old 386,486;
you can still find them in Government offices-no
takers even if one wants to gift. Data storage and
retrieval are key words and Information
Technology is the buzzword. By 80s IT was in
several Govt. Offices more so in GOI. NIC was
roped in to train officers and I do recall having

attended vertical and horizontal trainings at NIC,
CMC etc.

Along with microprocessors [dualcore etal] and
adjunct technology, data transfer and voice
protocols underwent a paradigm shift-Alvin
Tofflers Power shift. By early 90s mobile
telephony had made way into this realm and
today its 2G and 3G and not to forget CWG.

Information collection or knowledge gathering
has historical parallels. All Rulers Romans,
Moguls, British and many others were involved in
this. Earlier it was physical even pigeons were
sent on errands more so to send letters
conveying love and they had a unique sense of
direction and delivery. Modern day SMSs can
misfire, one wrong click and things can go
haywire. Information highways [internet] do have
gateways watched-beware.

Telephone tapping is an euphemism, since the
whole is recorded, but is it still on tapes; is pure
guesswork. With storage devices available, it can
be placed anywhere and you can be tapped
–physical, ethical and unethical. I am leaving out
hacking for the time being.

Having started with Radios it will not be in the
fitness of things if I don't mention Radia. How can
one sidetrack contemporary issues? Radia tapes
are everywhere. In the newspapers, in judicial
proceedings, in corporate gossip, coffee tables
and stables. Why is it still being referred as tapes
is something beyond me. It could have been radia
DVDs, Radia VCDs, Radia MMS, Radia drives
etc, but then it's better to go with the crowd.
Consultants roles have always had an ambiguity.
Its job description, when and for what they can be
deployed has remained a grey area. Consultancy

THE TAPES RADIA

- R. J. M. Pillai
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is the in thing in recent times. An uppish lot, who
can mobilize the Queen's language differently
much of which is meant not to be understood, and
who sell our wares as theirs, without us realizing
what struck us. The bolt is realized when you pay
up front and down under.

Now to the RADIA tapes. Oh, the poor thing.
Being a consultant for a number of MNCs and
local corporate houses requires a lot of
multitasking skills and added to that you are
interrogated for bringing parties together and
leaving them there. What has the poor consultant
to do with the follow up or fallout?

What conversation takes place between any two
entities may be interesting only when it treads on
forbidden subjects. If a bureaucrat is involved in
mudslinging, he must be blissfully unaware that
the reciprocal is also truer. If a businessman /
corporate head is involved in finding out the

choice of a political head for a given ministry,
where is the harm. The system in place is doing
the same, day in and day out including shuffling,
reshuffling and of course appointing CVC.
Fortunately now this post doesn't prescribe for
someone with impeccable integrity as the Govt.
has taken a stand on it.

Very soon, we will have Nadia tapes and the
current subject [radia] will be consigned to the
museums of antiquity. With 3G around, 2G will be
forgotten-thanks to public memory, turning into
oblivion. With the next games CWG will be past.
But we still have CNG and LPG Waiting.

Back to my favourite radio. My wife still can't
remain without her two in one Philips tape
recorder. With old songs in old tapes, blissfully,
she goes back and forth in time.

[Sri R. J. M. Pillai, I.A.S. (Rtd.)]
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We live in an old English type cottage. Looks
wonderful from the outside with a beautiful lawn
which enhances the elegance of the cottage with
beds of seasonal flowers lacing the lawn. Red
tiles cover the roof top while inside we have a
false ceiling which covers the projecting red tiles
and increases the beauty of the rooms.

Being an old cottage people told me stories of it
being haunted which
of course I brushed
aside. Being a so -
cal led modern
woman living in the
middle of the town and
GHOSTS !! well, one
can only laugh. But as
few days passed after
I entered the house, I
heard foot steps on the
roof top or was it
coming from the in-
b e t w e e n s p a c e
between the tiled roof
and the false ceiling???? But these noises and
footsteps slowly became a part of my life. I heard
this, day in and day out but I began to ignore them
or simply overlooked them.

There is an interesting fire-place in my drawing
room and a chimney seen projecting out from the
roof top. Since I did not light any fire during the
winter months my fire place remained unused.
What I did was to decorate the fire place with
statues of Ganeshji and Buddha Bhagwan which
were given to me as gifts and lit the fire-place up
with bulbs to make the room cozy.

As time went by the noise which came from the
space between the tiled roof and the false ceiling
became louder and very obvious. Now I began to
hear foot steps in the morning, sometimes in the
afternoon and of course the night also had its
share of ghostly noises. My olfactory glands
work, I think better than most people for I picked
up a stale smell of cooked Basmati rice in the

house even when no
rice was cooked.
Again I overlooked it
assuming the smell
came from some
house nearby.

Days passed and my
“haunted” house with
all its noise would no
longer disturb me for I
had begun to live with
it. Wonderful law of
acceptance. Then
came a rude shock.
We had gone out of

station and on our return back home we found
some decoration pieces thrown around, a
cushion or two lying on the floor. In short, it
appeared as if some one had entered the room. I
looked for clue in the other rooms but the other
rooms were untouched. They seemed absolutely
alright, it was only our drawing room which had
evidence of it having been tampered with. What
was upsetting rather frightening was the fact that
all doors and windows were shut and I was sure
no one could have entered the house from
outside. But this time round I could get the smell
of stale cooked basmati rice-the smell was so

UNINVITED GUESTS

- Paromita Saha
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zstrong as if everything in the room was radiating
of this foul rotten smell.

We searched the rooms looking again for options
which could lead us or give us a clue if someone
entered the house from some other source. After
repeated discussion and weighing all the pros
and cons we let the matter rest. Yes, I forgot to
mention that we did consider the point that
someone could have entered through the fire
place but the diameter of the opening of the
chimney was only eight to ten inches. So this
chapter too was closed and put to rest. Later I
even got carpenter to fix a wooden plank to seal
the fire place hole. Life continued and so did the
noise from my roof.

In July, there was very heavy rainfall. The down
pour resulted in creating cracks on my roof and
water began to drain down from my false ceiling
into my drawing room. I placed a bucket to collect
the water draining down from the roof and
damaging my false ceiling. These false ceiling
tiles were made of paper mache or a thickish card
board. Thus these false tiles from where the
water was dropping down managed to soak so
much water that it collapsed. The rain finally
stopped but I had two holes where the water
soaked tiles disintegrated. Now we had to replace
these two roof tiles for one could see through the
holes and see the red tiles on top of the roof. Days
passed and when I did complain to my husband
he said let the rains stop and we will attend to the
false ceiling. However, the red roof tiles were
fixed and there was no leakage but the holes from
the drenched false ceiling tiles remained like an
ugly sore.

One night I was sitting in my drawing room almost
underneath the missing tiles on the false ceiling,
enjoying a lovely book and waiting for my
husband to return from office when suddenly a

thick rope - like thing suddenly came down from
the ceiling. I was sure a thief was trying to make
on entry from the gap created by the missing tiles,
I screamed and shouted and this brought my
house guard and other staff staying outside
house and we all looked up to find two pairs of
sparkling eyes looking down. This pair of eyes
was joined by other pairs and soon there were six
pairs of sparkling eyes looking down at us.
Everyone was screaming and shouting ''Bhoot
Bhoot'' The atmosphere of sheer pandemonium
broke through the night. When suddenly
something fell through the hole.............it was a
WILD CAT locally known as KHATAS. These
cats have a reddish brown and greyish
appearance with a long thick rope like tail. Then
what followed was an unbelievable scene. The
whole family Father KHATAS, Mother KHATAS
and children KHATAS all come down from the
hole in my false ceiling which housed them for so
long into my drawing room. While they all looked
puzzled and bewildered, all of us men-folk were
shouting and screaming with excitement.

We human being, thanks to the intellect god gave
us, ran out of the drawing room leaving the
KHATAS family to themselves in the drawing
room.

Emergency phone calls were made to the director
of the Zoo who brought his team and finally
rescued the KHATAS family - mother, father and
children into a cage and they were taken from my
roof top which had been their home for so long
into the zoo, their new home.

As and when I visit the zoo I try to go and meet the
KHATAS family and wish them lots of luck and in
my humble way seek pardon for dislocating them.

[Smt. Paromita Saha is the wife of
Sri K. C. Saha, I.A.S. (1975) Development

Commissioner, Bihar]
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th gk¡] ,slk gksrk gS fd ftyk eq[;ky; okyk iqjkuk 'kgj

iqjkuk gh jg tkrk gS % gk¡ ljdkj ds lkjs n¶rj ogk¡ gh gksrs

gSaA Mh0,e0@,l0Mh0vks0 vkSj vU; cM+s inkf/kdkjh Hkh

vius vkfy'kku dk;kZy; ,oa vkokl ds lkFk ogk¡ jgrs gSa]

ijUrq ,slk Hkh gksrk gS fd bl iqjkus 'kgj ls 50&60

fdyksehVj dh nwjh ij dksbZ u;k 'kgj Hkh fodflr gks tk;sA

thriqj & ml iqjkus ftyk dk u;k 'kgj Fkk& tgk¡ vktknh

ds ckn bLikr dk ,d cM+k dkj[kkuk [kqyk FkkA 'kgj esa

'kgj dh lqfo/kk,¡ ekStwn Fkha& vPNh lM+das] fctyh] 'kkunkj

bekjrsa] ikdZ] Dyc] flusek gkWy vkfnA blh u;s 'kgj ds

ftyk esa ,d u;s Mh0lh0 us ;ksxnku fn;k vkSj dk;ZHkkj

laHkkykA mudk uke Fkk vejsUnz cgknqj flag] jktiwr Fks vkSj

,d lEHkzkUr ifjokj ls mudh igpku FkhA dk;ZHkkj laHkkyus

ds i'pkr mUgsa ,d ubZ futh eksVj xkM+h [kjhnus dk 'kkSd

gqvkA eSa ftl tekus dh ckr dj jgk gw¡ ml tekus esa

Mh0lh0 ds ikl viuh ubZ eksVj xkM+h ugha gksrh FkhA 'kgj

ds fxus&pqus rhu&pkj yksxksa ds ikl vius futh okgu gksrs

FksA ljdkjh okguksa dh la[;k Hkh maxfy;ksa ij fxuh tk

ldrh FkhA Mh0lh0 lkgc us dqN jkf'k cSad ls yh vkSj ,d

dkj [kjhnh & ;g dydŸkk ls e¡xk;h x;h Fkh

D;ksafd dydŸkk bl ftys ls fudV FkkA ftl fnu dkj

vk;h Mh0lh0 vkokl ij 'kgj ds x.kekU; O;fDr;ksa us

vkdj Mh0lh0 lkgc dks c/kkbZ nh] pepekrh gqbZ ubZ yky

jax dh dkj dh Hkjiwj iz'kalk dhA ,d&nks ojh;

inkf/kdkfj;ksa us Hkh viuh mifLFkfr ntZ djk;hA vkidks

tkuuk pkfg, fd ml tekus esa Mh0lh0 ds vkokl ij lcksa

dk igq¡p ikuk vklku ugha FkkA feBkbZ vkSj pk; ds nkSj ds

njE;ku ,0Mh0lh0 lkgc us ,d izLrko j[kk fd Mh0lh0

dh ubZ dkj dk fuca/ku la[;k gksuk pkfg, D;ksafd

ftyk ds lcls cM+s gkfde dh dkj dks dksbZ vkSj uEcj 'kksHkk

ugha nsrkA bl izLrko dk mifLFkr vU; yksxksa us ,d Loj

ls vuqeksnu fd;kA Mh0lh0 lkgc Hkh bl izLrko ls lger

gq, vkSj mUgksaus ;g tkuuk pkgk fd ;g uEcj fdl

xkM+h dk gS vkSj ;g dgk¡ gS] mlds ekfyd dkSu gSaA ftyk

ifjogu inkf/kdkjh dks cqykus dk Qjeku gqvkA ftyk

ifjogu ifnkf/kdkjh dks tSls gh lwpuk feyh fd mik;qDr]

Mh0lh0 lkgc us lyke Hkstk gS vkSj vkokl ij cqyk;k gS

mudk fny tksj&tksj ls /kM+dus yxkA tkus D;k ckr gks

x;h \ dgha dksbZ cM+h nq?kZVuk rks ugha gks x;h\ bUgha ckrksa

dks lksprs gq,s og Mh0lh0 lkgc ds le{k mifLFkr gq,A

lyke&oanuk ds ckn ,0Mh0lh0 lkgc us ftyk ifjogu

inkf/kdkjh ls ;g tkuuk pkgk fd fuca/ku la[;k

okyk okgu fdl ds uke ls gSA ;g lqudj ftyk ifjogu

inkf/kdkjh dh tku esa tku vk;h fd ekeyk dqN ,slk&oSlk

ugha gS ftlds ckjs esa og lksp&lkspdj ijs'kku FksA mUgksaus

rqjar crk;k fd dkj dk uEcj gS] tks thriqj

dkj[kkuk ds lh0,e0Mh0 Jh ikjs[k ds uke ls fucaf/kr gSA

vki ijs'kku u gkas] ml tekus esa ftys esa Hkh 5&10 gh dkjsa

gqvk djrh Fkha cfYd mlls Hkh de vkSj ftyk ifjogu

inkf/kdkjh rks D;k vke yksxksa dks Hkh ;kn jgrk Fkk fd fdl

uEcj dh xkM+h@dkj fdl O;fDr dh gSA

,0Mh0lh0 lkgc us Mh0Vh0vks0 dks funsZ'k fn;k fd Jh

ikjs[k] lh0,e0Mh0 thriqj bLikr dkj[kkuk dks viuh

xkM+h dk uEcj leiZ.k djus dk vuqjks/k djsa vkSj

mUgsa dksbZ vkSj uEcj vkoafVr dj nsa & vkSj Mh0lh0

ds futh okgu dks vkoafVr dj nsaA ftyk ifjogu

inkf/kdkjh dks vkns'k gqvk fd og vxys fnu thriqj

tkdj Jh ikjs[k ls feydj lkjh vkSipkfjdrk,¡ iwjh djk

ysaA Mh0lh0 us viuk flj fgykdj ekuks ,0Mh0lh0 ds

vkns'k dks vuqeksfnr dj fn;kA

nwljs fnu ljdkjh thi ls ftyk ifjogu inkf/kdkjh

thriqj ds fy;s jokuk gq,A 2 ?kaVs esa os thriqj dh 60

fdyksehVj dh nwjh r; dj ik,A ml tekus esa lM+dsa vPNh

ugha gqvk djrh FkhaA fQj mUgksaus bLikr dkj[kkuk ds
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lh0,e0Mh0 ls le; ysdj HksaV dh vkSj HksaV djus dk

mn~ns'; crk;kA Jh ikjs[k gRFks ls m[kM+ x;s] FkksM+h Å¡ps

Loj esa ¼D;ksafd og ,d f'k"V ,oa ojh; inkf/kdkjh Fks vkSj

ftyk ds ,d ojh; inkf/kdkjh ls ckr dj jgs Fks½ mUgksaus

uEcj leiZ.k djus ls bUdkj fd;kA ftyk ifjogu

inkf/kdkjh us mUgsa ;g le>kus dk iz;kl fd;k fd ;g

Mh0lh0 dh [okfg'k gS & bl ckr ij Jh ikjs[k l[r

ukjkt gks x;s] viuh dqlhZ ls [kM+s gks x;s] ftyk ifjogu

inkf/kdkjh ds fudV vkdj budh vk¡[kksa esa ns[krs gq, dgk

& ^feLVj Mh0Vh0vks0 vki tkurs gSa vki ds Mh0lh0 dks tks

rU[okg iwjs ekg esa feyrh gS og eq>s ,d fnu esa feyrh gS

vkSj vki ;g lksprs gSa fd eSa viuh xkM+h dk uEcj leiZ.k

dj nw¡ rkfd Mh0lh0 dh xkM+h ij og uEcj pyk tk;\

vlEHko! eSa ,slk dHkh ugha d:¡xkA* Mh0Vh0vks0 lkgc us Jh

ikjs[k dks ,d ckj vkSj le>kus dk iz;kl fd;k] ijUrq

ekeyk T;ksa dk R;ksa jgkA

Mh0Vh0vks0 lkgc ikjs[k dk bUdkj lqudj jokuk gq, vkSj

bu ckrksa dh tkudkjh nsus ds fy;s Mh0lh0 lkgc ls feyus

muds vkoklh; dk;kZy; esa igqapsA Mh0lh0 lkgc fLFkfr dh

tkudkjh feyrs gh xqLls ls vkx&ccwyk gks x;sA viuh

dM+drh gqbZ vkokt esa dgk & ^mldh ;g etky fd

Mh0lh0 dh ckr dh ijokg ugha dh\ mls rks crkuk iM+sxk

fd Mh0lh0 D;k gksrk gSA* xjtrh vkokt esa mUgksaus LVsuks

dks cqyk;k vkSj vkns'k fn;k fd u;h xkM+h rHkh xSjst ls

ckgj vk;sxh tc bls u;k uEcj vkoafVr gksxkA

mUgksaus ,0Mh0lh0 lkgc dks thriqj ds ,l0Mh0vks0 dks

gsMDokVZj cqykus dk gqDe fn;k vkSj fQj ,0Mh0lh0 lkgc

ls eq[kkfrc gksdj dgk vc rks eSa viuh dkj ij rHkh cSBw¡xk

tc bldk uEcj gksxkA nwljs fnu ,l0Mh0vks0

thriqj vk;s] ,0Mh0lh0 lkgc] Mh0Vh0vks0 lkgc rFkk

Mh0lh0 lkgc ds chp fopkj&foe'kZ gqvkA vkxs dh j.kuhfr

rS;kj dh x;hA ,l0Mh0vks0] thriqj vkxs dh dkjZokbZ

lqfuf'pr djus gsrq okil thriqj x;sA mUgksaus 'kgj Fkkuk

izHkkjh dks cqyk;k vkSj mUgsa vkns'k fn;k fd ikjs[k dh

xfrfof/k;ksa ij dM+h fuxkg j[kh tk;] fuxjkuh djk;h tk;

vkSj izfrfnu dk fjiksVZ fn;k tk;A ,l0Mh0vks0 lkgc

yxkrkj fuxjkuh dh tkudkjh izkIr djrs jgsA rhu fnuksa ds

ckn mUgksaus ,d xksiuh; fjiksVZ ,0Mh0lh0 lkgc dks Hkst

fn;k vkSj ,0Mh0lh0 dks Mh0Vh0vks0 ds lkFk thriqj

cqyk;kA Mh0lh0 us okgu psfdax dk ,d cuk;k]

,0Mh0lh0 ds izHkkj esa Mh0Vh0vks0@,l0Mh0vks0 ds lkFk

okguksa dh xgu tk¡p dk vkns'k fuxZr fd;kA ,0Mh0lh0

viuh Vhe ds lkFk thriqj igaaq¡ps vkSj vkbZ0Ckh0 esa #d x;sA

mlh jkr dks ewu ykbV Dyc dh vksj ls 'kgj vkus okyh

xkfM+;ksa dh psfdax vkjaHk gqbZ & djhc 11%30&12%00 cts jkr

dks Dyc dh vksj ls ,d dkj dh jks'kuh fn[kk;h nhA FkksM+h

nsj esa ,d dkj utj vk;h] dk ekWMy vkSj fudV vkus

ij fuca/ku la[;k Hkh fn[kus yxkA x'r dj jgs

iqfyl dfeZ;ksa us xkM+h dks #dus dk ladsr fn;k] dkj ij

,d enZ] cf<+;k diM+s igus cSBk FkkA iqfyl ds goynkj us

enZ ls mudk ifjp; ek¡xkA Mªkboj lhV ij cSBs iq#"k us

gSjr ls goynkj dh vksj ns[krs gq, dgk ^vk'p;Z gS] vki

eq>s ugha tkurs] eSa thriqj bLikr dkj[kkuk dk lh0,e0Mh0

ikjs[k gw¡A goynkj us ml iq#"k ls dgk&^^gks ldrk gS vki

Jh ikjs[k gksa] ijarq lj ! vki u'ks dh gkyr esa xkM+h pyk jgs

gSa tks dkuwu ds vUrxZr tqeZ gSSA fQj tgk¡ rd gekjh

tkudkjh gS Jh ikjs[k dq¡okjs gSa] ijUrq egksn;] vkids lkFk

,d efgyk Hkh ekStwn gSaA bruh jkr dks u'ks dh gkyr esa ,d

efgyk ds lkFk lh0,e0Mh0 ugha gks ldrs vkiA vki dh

xfrfof/k lfUnX/k gS & vki dks Fkkuk pyuk gksxk] jkr esa

esa jguk gksxkA lqcg igpku ,oa tk¡p&iM+rky ds

i'pkr vxj vkidh ckr lp fudyh rks vkidks ckbTtr

tkus fn;k tk;sxkA** bruk lqurs gh Jh ikjs[k ds gks'k mM+

x;sA mUgksaus goynkj ls vuqjks/k fd;k fd ekeyk

jQk&nQk dj nsA ;fn mUgsa gokykr esa jguk iM+k rks lqcg

rd ;g ckr lkjs 'kgj esa QSy tk;sxhA v[kckjksa esa Hkh vk

tk;sxk] cM+h cnukeh gksxhA ijUrq goynkj Vl&ls&el

ugha gqvkA ikjs[k us feUur&fourh dh fd mUgsa tkus fn;k

tk; & goynkj us mUgsa ijke'kZ fn;k fd fudV ds

Mkdcaxyk esa Fkkuk izHkkjh #ds gq, gSa muls ckr dj yh

tk;A ejrk D;k u djrk\ Jh ikjs[k viuh dkj esa cSBdj

iqfyl thi ds ihNs&ihNs pydj Mkdcaxyk igqapsA ¼mudh

xkM+h esa ,d iqfyl dehZ Hkh cSBk Fkk½ ikjs[k dh efgyk fe=
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xkM+h esa cSBh jghaA ikjs[k lkgc Mkdcaxyk ds gkWy esa igq¡ps]

ogk¡ xSl dh jks'kuh ty jgh Fkh vkSj Fkkus ds Fkkuk izHkkjh us

,d dqlhZ ij cSBus dk ladsr fn;kA ikjs[k lkgc us Fkkuk

izHkkjh ls fouezrk iwoZd ;g tkuuk pkgk fd ektjk D;k gSA

muds lkFk ,slk lywd D;ksa fd;k tk jgk gSA jkr dkQh gks

pqdh Fkh] ikjs[k dk u'kk [kRe gks x;k Fkk] vc mUgsa dy

vkus okyh eqlhcr ds ckjs esa iwjk Kku gksus yxkA mUgksaus

Fkkuk izHkkjh ls fQj iwNk fd D;k og mUgsa ugha igpkurk\

vxj igpkurk gS rks fQj ;g lywd D;ksa \ & bruh ckr

lqu ysus ds i'pkr~ Fkkuk izHkkjh us dgk fd lj] ekeyk cgqr

¼lh/kk½ gS & cl uEcj leiZ.k dj nsaA ikjs[k

lkgc dks lkjh ckr lkQ gks x;hA og le> x;s fd lkjh

dkjZokbZ ftyk iz'kklu }kjk lqfu;ksftr gS & uEcj leiZ.k

djus ds vykok dksbZ pkjk ugha Fkk & ikjs[k lkgc us ,d

vk[kjh nk¡o [ksykA dgk & Bhd gS uEcj dy leiZ.k dj

fn;k tk;sxk & bruh jkr dks D;k gks ldrk gSA Fkkuk izHkkjh

Mkdcaxyk ds ,d dejs esa x;k vkSj fQj muds lkFk

,0Mh0lh0@Mh0Vh0vks0 vkSj muds dk;kZy; ds dehZ gkWy

esa vk;sA ,0Mh0lh0 lkgc us Jh ikjs[k ls dgk gqtwj! dy

fdlus ns[kk gS vHkh vkosnu nsa vkSj vHkh ds vHkh uEcj

leiZ.k gksxk vkSj vkidks u;k uEcj fey tk;sxkA ikjs[k

lkgc us ,d ckj fQj vk'p;Z ls ,0Mh0lh0 lkgc dks ns[kk

ekuks dg jgs gks fd gn gks x;h ncaxbZ dhA ----------- fQj ,d

ckj lqcg ?kVus okyh ?kVuk dk lkspdj mUgsa ilhuk vk

x;kA mUgsa dksbZ jkLrk ugha lw>kA mUgksaus vkosnu fy[kus dk

fu.kZ; ys fy;k vkSj dkxt&dye dh ek¡x dhA Mh0Vh0vks0

l;kus fdLe ds vkneh FksA rqjar vius ,d lgk;d dks

b'kkjk fd;kA ml lgk;d us iwoZ ls Vkbi fd;k gqvk

vkosnu i= ikjs[k lkgc ds lkeus Vscqy ij j[k fn;k vkSj

dye Hkh Vscqy ij j[k nhA ,d feuV rd ikjs[k lkgc pqi

jgs] fQj mUgksaus vkosnu i= dks i<+k vkSj viuk gLrk{kj in

lfgr frfFk nsdj vafdr dj fn;kA ,0Mh0lh0 lkgc us

vkosnu i= vius gkFk esa fy;k] ikjs[k lkgc dk gLrk{kj

ns[kk vkSj vkosnu Ik= dk Mh0Vh0vks0 vkWfQl ds lgk;d

}kjk lacaf/kr iaft;ksa esa bUnzkt fd;k x;kA Mh0Vh0vks0 }kjk

izfof"V;ksaa ij gLrk{kj fd;k x;kA uEcj leiZ.k gks

x;kA Jh ikjs[k] lh0,e0Mh0] bLikr dkj[kkuk ds dkj ds

fy;s u;k uEcj vkoafVr dj fn;k x;kA ,0Mh0lh0 lkgc

us ikjs[k lkgc ls d"V ds fy;s {kek ek¡xh] fLFkfr Li"V dh

fd vkns'k ds ikyu ds Øe esa ,slk djuk iM+kA ikjs[k lkgc

dks dkj rd NksM+us ds fy, ,0Mh0lh0 Lo;a dkj rd vk;s]

Mh0Vh0vks0 dk;kZy; dk dkfjUnk ml le; rd ikjs[k

lkgc dh xkM+h ls uEcj IysV fudky pqdk FkkA

gYds tkM+s dk ekSle Fkk fQj Hkh ikjs[k lkgc ds ekFks ij

ilhuk FkkA xkM+h esa ikjs[k lkgc dh efgyk fe=

?kcjk;h&lh cSBh FkhA ,d flikgh tks dkj ds lkFk vk;k Fkk

dkj ds ckgj [kM+k FkkA ikjs[k lkgc dks vkrs ns[k dj mlus

dkj dk njoktk [kksy fn;kA ikjs[k lkgc Hkkjh dneksa ls

pydj dkj rd vk;s vkSj Mªkbfoax lhV ij cSB x;s & xkM+h

LVkVZ dh&flikgh us mUgasa ,d yEck lyke ekjk A dkj u;s

uEcj ds lkFk vkxs c<+ x;hA

nwljs fnu Mh0lh0 lkgc dks u;h dkj ds fy;s u;k uEcj

fuca/ku igpku ds lkFk ysdj ,0Mh0lh0 lkgc vkSj

Mh0Vh0vks0 lkgc Mh0lh0 vkokl igq¡psA Mh0lh0 lkgc dks

[kcj gqbZ os vius xksiuh; dk;kZy; esa vk;sA ,0Mh0lh0

lkgc dks dh lQyrk ds fy;s iz'kalk dh vkSj

LVsuks dks vkns'k fn;k fd u;s xkM+h dks xSjst ls ckgj djk;s]

u;k uEcj IysV yxk;s] eSa vkt gh thriqj ds bLikr

dkj[kkuk ds ds fy;s blh xkM+h ls tkÅ¡xkA---

nwj [kM+s Mh0Vh0vks0 lkgc lksp jgs Fks fd Hkys lh0,e0Mh0

dh ,d fnu dh rU[okg Mh0lh0 ds ,d ekg dh rU[okg ds

cjkcj gks ijUrq Mh0lh0 dh 'kfDr;k¡ \--------------------------------------

;g dgkuh eq>s Mh0lh0 lkgc ds fudV lacaf/k;ksa us

lqukbZ Fkh ftudk LoxZokl gks pqdk gSA

bl Mh0lh0 lkgc dk ,d yM+dk Fkk tks fdlh

dkWyst esa izksQslj FkkA dqN lkyksa ds ckn mlus vius

firkth dh xkM+h vkSus&ikSus Hkko esa csp MkyhA

eks0 elwn glu] Hkk0iz0ls0 ¼vodk’kizkIr½
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The most beautiful day -  Today

The easiest thing -  Equivocate

The biggest obstacle -  Fear

The gravest error -  give up, to despair

The root of all evils -  Egoism

The most beautiful occupation -  Work

The worst route to follow -  Faintheartedness

The best teachers -  Children

The first necessity -  To communicate

The greatest happiness -  To be useful to others

The greatest mystery -  Death

The worst defect -  Bad temper

The most dangerous being -  The liar'

The most wretched feeling -  The grudge

The most beautiful gift -  Forgiveness

The most indispensable -  Home

The quickest way -  The correct one

The most comfortable feeling -  Interior peace

The most powerful weapon -  The smile

The best remedy -  Optimism

The greatest satisfaction -  The duty done

The most powerful force -  Faith

The most needed beings -  The parents

The most beautiful of all -  Love

Mother Teresa


