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Editorial

Dear Colleagues,

Here we are, with the first quarter issue of
PRAYAAS, an issue with a special fervour — an account
of the “Bihar Love affair” of Shri Saran Singh, the sole
surviving Bihar cadre officer of 1948 batch of IAS. The
flavour of this “affair” has to be special, as Shri Saran
Singh took the Civil Service Exams. in July, 1947 at
Lahore where, as he recalls, “he used to leave ... college
campus every morning for the exam. centre in downtown
Lahore, not “sure of ... safe return!” And the article of
Shri P.S. Appu on “inclusive growth”, will continue its
provocating search for action as answer. Japan's
catadrophic experience and lesson from this feature-
timely-on the pages of this issue. Other articles with their

wide range of subjects and refreshing treatment thereof

promise increasingly richer materials in future.
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(Arvind Kumar Chaudhary)

Principal Editor : S. N. Sinha Editor : Arvind Kumar Chaudhary

Editorial Board : Bandana Preyashi, S. P. Sinha.

All views and opinions expressed in the contributions are of their authors.






MY BIHAR LOVE - AFFAIR

- Saran Singh

(I had the pleasant fortune of calling upon our most esteemed senior Sri Saran Singh on 7"
of August'10 at his Kolkata residence. | realized that | had been depriving myself of most
valuable moments by not creating opportunities to meet with a personality like him, so
adorable and affectionate. It was a real experience to spend some quality time with himin a
drawing room reminding one that one is close to the famous Botanical Garden of Kolkata.
And it was so fulfilling an experience when Sri Singh was gracious enough to respond to
the suggestion for an interactive session. As desired by him a questionnaire was made
available to him. Here is his account of what he lyrically calls “my Bihar love affair”. For
those of us, familiar with the calligraphic marvel of his writings this letter dated 22-11-2010,
running into six hand written pages has the same beautiful strength of his calligraphy as, for
example, the letter dated 12" April, 1958 has. This letter is still with the addressee, Sri J. C.
Jetlion whom | had called the other day and who has been gracious enough to hand over
its photocopy to me. The materials in the four boxes have been placed by me. — SNS)

Saran Singh
I.LA.S. (Retd.)

Former Secretary to Govt. of India & Chief Secretary, Bihar
Ex. Adviser to Governor of Assam.

18A, Alipore Road,, Kolkata-700027
Phone : 91-33-32948600

Date:22-11-2010

(Personal, For Limited Circulation)

My Dear Sachidanand ji, Service ComN.) at Lahore, in July 1947. |
used to leave my college campus every
morning for the exam. Centre in down town
Lahore, not sure of my safe return! Having

finished with SIX

Thank you for your letter dated 16" Nov. &
The comprehensive guestionnaire you have
devised to elicit information on

my Bihar love-affair! Permit
me, however, to make a
narrative — rather than
splintered — report or, indeed
'REMINISCENCES"', for
whatever itis worth.

2. Sadly, at this point of time, |
am the sole survivor of the
FIRST BATCH OF IAS in

“It needs hardly to be emphasized that an efficient,
disciplined and contended civil service assured to its
prospects as a result of diligent and honest work, is a sine-
gua non of sound administration under democratic regime
even more than under an authoritarian rule, The service
must be above party and we should ensure that political
considerations, either in its recruitment or in its discipline
and control, are reduced to the minimum if not eliminated
altogether.”

(Sardar Patel's Observations in the Constitution Assembly
— Quoted inthe Tenth Report of Second ARC Nov.'08)

Bihar! | appeared in the

Competitive EXAM. (held by Federal Public

PAPERS (and
finding my hostel
deserted) | left
Lahore by train
for DehraDun -
only to land up in
Delhi in Dec.
1947 when it
became too
chilly.

3. The First batch received training at Metcalfe




House, old Delhi —from 30 March to mid Dec.
1948. Midway, | learned about FOUR of us
being “allotted” to Bihar — then reputed to be
among the BEST ADMINISTRATED
'PROVINCES..

Most of 1949 at Bhagalpur was a “voyage of
discovery'. | felt totally at home, a bachelor —
ensconced at STATION CLUB — learning
‘the ropes' of magisterial duties! Judiciary was

separated only in 1952, well after

The district of Saran, which is the westernmost
district of the Tirhut Division, is situated between 25°39'
and 36°39' north latitude and between 83°54' and 85°12"
east longitude. It contains an area of 2,678 square miles
and a population, according to the census of 1951, of
31,55,144 persons. ...

... General Cunningham was at one time of opinion
that it was derived from the Sanskrit work Sarana,
meaning an asylum or refuge, and connected it with a
legend of Buddha overcoming and converting certain
evildemons who lived on human flesh. “The demons,” he
says, “embraced Buddhism, or as it was expressed by
the ancient Buddhists, sought the refuge or asylum of the
three Precious Ones, i.e., of the Buddhist triad, Buddha,
Dharam and Sangha”....

Another and more plausible derivation which has
been suggested is that the name is a corruption of
Sarangaranya or the deer forest. According to local
legend in prehistoric times a holy recluse, named Rishi
Sringi, had his hermitage at Singahi, a few miles east of
Chapra, in the midst of a dense forest full of deer. A third
suggestion which has been put forward is that Saran is a
corruption of Sakra-aranya, i.e., the forest of Sakra or
Indra, which formerly covered the country ...  District
Gazetteer of Saran

PROMULGATION OF THE CONSTITUTION
OF INDIA on 26 Jan. 1950. Thatis when | was

SDO Gopalganj, Dist. Saran.

If 1 recall correctly, the gentle Dr. Rajendra
Prasad (then chairman, Constituent
Assembly), ahead of assuming the mantle of
FIRST RASHTRAPATI OF INDIA, visited

ZIRADEI, his childhood home, by a Dokata that
landed at HATHWA'S World War li landing
ground. He left in time for being sworn in on
26 Jan. 1950.

Since administration in 1950 was
'Regulatory’, awaiting the era of community
development, Gopalganj was a thrilling
experience: touring on horse-back, holding
camp court under canvas for on-the-spot
settlement of cases, | had judicial powers as |
class magistrate. It was in awe of the majesty
of law when | awarded 18 MONTHS RI to an
accused, later upheld by sessions court at
Chapra! Yet my mind was restive, lest | had
been excessively harsh.

Many people had never seen a SIkH; The

Turban (‘ﬁBT) earned me both respect and

curiosity. English sola hat had been the
common sight unitl 1947. An explosive
situation, over TAzIA flag being too obtrusive
at Muharram in Kochaikot(?), compelled me
to 'harangue' the mob into submission — from
an elephant back! For this IMPROMPTU act, |
received [to my surprise] a telegraphic
commendation from Ram Sinhasan Pande,
Secretary, POLITICAL (SPECIAL) DEPT.

In 1951 | was transferred as SDO Buxar, and
travelled through neighbouring UP's Ballia,
with a young wife in tow (that too from
Calcutta) to join my duties. | lived in a
Bungalow, INSIDE BUXAR FORT, on the right
bank of River Ganga. It was pure
enchantment. Except that Buxar was more
complex an-challenging. | bought WW Il jeep
for tours and, in 1952, not only TOOK DIRECT
CHARGE OF ALL ZAMINDARIS in the wake of
Land Reform Legislation, but also held The
FIRST GENERAL ELECTION under republican




constitution. February 1952 was a dizzy &
dusty month, stretching each day into
endless dust — begrimed forays in rural — and
riverine diara—areas. Election parties moved
after one poll, to another BOOTH, mostly on
carts or foot.

Counting of votes was watched by crowds
beyond imagination. The ASSEMBLY and
PARLIAMENT election was complex, but
peaceful. One, 'Sardar' Harihar Singh was
prominent among elected MLAs and Komal
Singh of Dumraon (whose Zamindari
RECORDS were taken over by me) became
MP, partly on 'sympathy' votes as a RAJPUT(?)
whose father had died 'young', but also
because PARTY SYSTEM had not evolved.

. After a TWO-YEAR stay in picturesque Buxar |
was moved to Patna,
as UNDER-SECRETARY,
EDUCATION, with J. C.
Mathur, ICS as
SECRETARY and an
academician as DPI.
However, this one-
year stint was a
‘transition' to being
made Deputy
Commissioner,
Dhanbad in mid-1954,
the first SENIOR SCALE

post.

. The First Five Year
Plan had been
launched in 1952,
main emphasis being
on rural development.
Blocks, mostly
coincidental with

THANAS, became UNITS, and villages as micro-
units. | experienced the surge and the
dynamics of this change during my three-year
stay in Dhanbad (1954-57) administration
gradually moved into the DEVELOPMENT MODE,
and CLOSER to what is now called the GRASS-
ROOT LEVEL. | not only enjoyed this new phase
because of itS REALISM AND PROXIMITY TO
RURAL FOLKS, but also found it enormously
satisfying. Formulating irrigation schemes
and working with PANCHAYATS gradually
turned into a passionate involvement, despite
INITIAL hurdles and social barriers.

. This process of 'OFFICE TO FIELD — TO GRASS-

ROOTS' called for a new mindset at all levels of
administration. After my stint as DM
Darbhanga in 1958, | joined as Joint
Secretary, Education, promoted to Secretary
ayear later. The period
of 1950's and early
1960's witnessed
SPECTACULAR and all
round progress in
BIHAR Thanks to the
extraordinary
LEADERSHIP at TOP:
The legendary Dr. sRI
KRISHNA SINHA as CM
and MR. L. P. SINGH as
chief secretary. Their

RAPPORT — and TOTAL
DEDICATION TO
EXCELLENCE IN
ADMINISTRATION-
CATAPULTED BIHAR TO

THE HIGHEST LEVEL.
The British expert
Dean Paul Appleby, in
a succinct report,

graded Bihar as the
BEST ADMINISTERED




STATE OF THE INDIAN UNION. (Scanning Letter)
This quality was visible both VERTICALLY,
among the SERVICES, and HORIZONTALLY in
field services. Corruption was virtually
unknown-even in PWD and works at field
level. The Gandhi, Nehru, Rajen Babu
charisma was WORKING. The passing away of
Dr. Sri Krishna Sinha, and transfer of Mr. L. P.
Singh as Home Secretary Gol, proved to be a
WATERSHED in Bihar administration. It also
revealed the validity of the external principle
that nations' destiny is often determined by
JUXTAPOSITION OF PERSONS & TIMES.

. Not long afterwards, in 1963, to be precise, |
was called away to Delhi as commissioner for
enquiries under the newly constituted
VIGILANCE COMMISSION, with an ex-Judge as
single member. It provided me with a '‘window
to view the seamy side' of the sprawling
governing machine across the country! Sri
Lal Bahadur Shastri was

Subramaniam as Union Minister. Then P.M.
Mrs. Gandhi switched him over to FINANCE
MINISTRY. | had the rare honour to serve as JS
under the great leader, Babu Jagjivan Ram.
This was the time when ‘agricultural
revolution' was ushered in by scientists like
Swaminathan and geneticists of Punjab Agri.
University who evolved 'wonder wheat' and
high yielding variety of RICE. A quantum jump
in FOOD PRODUCTION DURING 1966-70 forever
drove away the spectre of STARVATION from
India. Being a small part of GREEN
REVOLUTION (1966-71) was a hugely
gratifying experience for me. When | finished
my term of 'CENTRAL DEPUTION' in 1971 |
REVERTED t0 my HOME STATE OF BIHAR, and
was — LOGICALLY — posted as Bihar's
Agriculture Production Commissioner.

. My experience of Union agriculture ministry

proved to be an asset. Bihar's riverine areas,
both North and

'my' MINISTER.

. Delhi was daunting, with

a sprawling, soul-less
bureaucracy. Then, the
great Nehru passed
away. Shastri became
P.M. But not long
afterwards he too
died—at TASHKENT, of all
places!

.While my colleague,
Binod Bihari Srivastava

(now ded) took charge as
commissioner,

The small programme that was started by the Rockefeller
Foundation in collaboration with the Mexican
Government in 1943 to try to help Mexico solve its food
problem has done wonders around the world. Dr.
Swaminathan had seen some of the short wheats in an
international nursery that was set by the US Department
of Agriculture for evaluating yield in different parts of the
world and after seeing these he said that may be these
will help. He invited me to India in 1963. He was the
decisive person in getting this whole process moving.
Many others, thousands of scientists, extension workers,
Government officials including Minister of Agriculture,
Shri C. Subramaniam and Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi,
Agriculture Secretary, Mr. B. Sivaraman, played a
decisive role, the impact of which has been very
encouraging.”

—Norman Borlaug, Mexican Agriculture Scientist,
recipient of Nobel Prize

Chotanagapur Division, | too moved from

Home (vigilance) to KRISHI BHAVAN as Joint

Secretary (Agriculture), with C.

South of THE GANGA
have always been
the state's food
basket. Now high
yielding varieties of
rice and wheat
brought a sea
change, inspite of
the regressive BATAI-
DARI SYSTEM. Our
experts helped me
formulate a World
Bank (IBRD) project
for development of
agri-markets which
was operationalized

in December 1971. However, shortly
afterwards, | was moved to BOARD OF

REVENUE as SOLE MEMBER, which enabled me




to invigorate LAND REFORMS — upto a degree,
conferring security of tenure on recorded
share croppers.

. This ERA was the beginning of MULTI-PARTY
COALITIONS. The administrative fabric often
showed signs of strain. 1972 (?) election
brought back Congress T0 POWER and Mr.
Abdul Ghafoor became chief minister. But |
have no clear recollection, except that the Jai
Prakash Narayan Movement brought to the
fore the POWER OF YOUTH — still mostly urban-
based.

.In 1974 | took over as chief secretary,
succeeding PKJ Menon (1941-war service —
Seniority) | remember reminding the then CM
about the hoary 'SENIORITY RULE' in services,
because my appointment meant
supersession of half-a-dozen 'WAR SERVICE'
IAS officers! The CM (and cabinet) over-ruled
my objection! But Govt. of India came to my
(and THEIR) rescue. Mr. K. Abraham was
appointed Lt. Gov. of Nagaland; NP Mathur
went to Mizoram, some others found similar
DEPUTATIONS — out of Bihar.

. But as Chief Secretary, every conceivable
crisis confronted me: Mrs. Gandhi imposed
EMERGENCY across the length & breadth of
India. Students' agitation fizzled even as the
legendary J.P. was put on dialysis! By a freak
coincidence the Ganga and the Sone rivers
had simultaneous flooding that spilt over their
right banks, inundating most of the town from
Gandhi Maidan to Danapur, including the two
Secretariats and most bungalows, except Raj
Bhavan. | had to requisition army boats and
central assistance. It took a week for the flood
to subside, but the towns people realized they
were NOT immune to natural calamities!

20. | had barely emerged from the crisis when

C.M. Jagannath Misra's elder brother (and
Mr. G.'s right-hand man) Lalit Narayan Misra
— then union railway minister — suffered
fatal injuries in a bomb-blast at SAMASTIPUR
while addressing a political meeting. Much
against my advice, that he be rushed to
PMCH at Patna, the railway hospitals at
Samastipur (and? Danapur) proved
inadequate — and he died, casting a gloom
on Bihar. Such are the vagaries of nature
affecting fortunes of men! The bomb-blast
pointed to ANAND MARGI GOONS.

. Eventually, | returned to the Centre in Nov.

1976, first as Secretary to Gol, Ministry of
Steel, and later, as Secretary department of
Social Welfare — the latter during JANATA
PARTY regime — that had gained support of
Babu Jagjivan Ram.

.| had an exceedingly satisfactory stint as

Secretary, and played host when G.o.l.
honoured Mother Teresa after she was
awarded in the NOBEL PEACE PRIZE.

. After retirement in Sept. 1981, | was recalled

to serve as ADVISER TO GOVERNOR OF ASSAM
from Feb. 1982 upto March,1983 and had the
satisfaction of “installing” an elected
government at Guwahati, under MR.
HITESHWAR SAIKIA.

Calcutta has been my home ever since.

(Saran Singh, I.A.S. (Retd.), Former Secretary
to Govt. of India & Chief Secretary, Bihar
Ex. Adviser to Governor of Assam]




THE ROAD TO INCLUSIVE GROWTH

Why the provision of agood school education
isthekey first step.

The twin goals of Indian economic planning have
been rapid all-round economic growth and
equitable sharing of the fruits of development.
The country has made significant progress in
realising the first objective. But the second goal
has remained elusive. After six decades of
planned economic development, the disparities
have widened and some three-quarters of the
population are mired in poverty. The world
financial crisis offers an opportunity to make a
course correction and advance towards inclusive
growth.

It is generally agreed that the Keynesian
prescription of stepping up public spending for
the management of aggregate demand is the
most potent weapon to fight a recession. The
Indian government has already initiated action on
the right lines by enhancing outlay on
infrastructure, particularly on highways, power
and other public works, the NREGA, supply of
foodgrains to the poor at subsidised rates and so
on. But more needs to be done. Here are some
specific suggestions to help the disadvantaged
by giving them access to quality school
education.

The main reasons for India's failure to achieve
inclusive growth and distributive justice are the
failure of land reform, the wrecking of the well-
designed community development programme

-P. S. Appu

that aimed at the all-round development of the
village, the lack of success in providing adequate
employment opportunities at living wages to a
rising population, the neglect of school education
and the absence of special measures designed to
help children of the poor to get a good school
education.

Crux ofthe problem

The significant weakness of the Indian economy
is the continued dependence of some 60 per cent
of the workforce on low-productivity agriculture
and allied occupations for employment and living.
The efforts made since Independence have led to
only a small decline in the percentage of the
population dependent on agriculture. In that
period, the share of agriculture in the gross
domestic product declined by more than one half,
resulting in great distress. Even if we achieve an
annual growth of 10 per cent or 12 per cent in
industry, there will be no substantial decrease in
the dependence on agriculture.

Furthermore, it is high time we took note of the
tectonic shift that has taken place in the nature of
industrial employment. In the early stages of
industrialisation, rural workers could migrate to
the cities and seek employment in the textile mills
of Bombay, Ahmedabad or Coimbatore, or the
Tata Iron and Steel mill at Jamshedpur, for
instance. That is no longer possible. The doors of
modern industry will open only to those with good
schooling and the relevant skills. This is equally




true of the service sector which has grown fast in
recent years. With the onset of the IT revolution it
has become obligatory for new entrants to
acquire even higher levels of skills. Hence it is a
matter of urgency to provide adequate facilities
for quality school education and impart relevant
skills to the disadvantaged.

The policymakers who introduced reservation for
the disadvantaged in institutions such as the
Indian Institutes of Technology and the Indian
Institutes of Management without ever bothering
to give them access to high-quality school
education put the cart before the horse. What the
politicians really did was to invite the
disadvantaged to a veritable Barmicide's feast!
Only the so-called creamy layer benefit from
reservation. The most effective affirmative action
in the field of education would have been to
provide adequate facilities for quality school
education to children of the weaker sections.

In any purposeful programme to achieve
inclusive growth, the pride of place should go to
education, particularly quality school education.
In this context, the Prime Minister's
announcement about opening 6,000 Navodaya-
type schools is welcome. Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi took a laudable initiative by opening the
Navodaya schools. Unfortunately those schools
ended up catering to the elite. What is now
needed is to reserve 50 per cent seats in existing
and future Navodaya schools for children of the
disadvantaged. This simple, inexpensive step will
be aboonto the poor.

Expand and modernise facilities

Apart from opening schools, the working of

existing government schools should be improved
as a matter of priority. Some six decades ago,
government schools were among the best
institutions in the country. But today most of them
are in bad shape. While there are numerous
expensive private schools to cater to the needs of
the affluent, the poor mostly depend on
governmentschools.

Hence the need to improve the functioning of
government schools without losing more time.
There is also a need to expand and modernise
teacher-training facilities. In order to attract better
talent, it is necessary to improve the emoluments
of teachers. A society that compensates clerks in
government offices and banks more liberally than
teachers cannot expect the talented to opt for
teaching.

Opening of schools and improving the functioning

of government schools will not automatically
confer great benefits on the poor. Special steps
are needed to enable students to make use of the
facilities. The greatest handicap that poor
children face is that at home they do not have an
ambience conducive to the pursuit of studies.
This drawback can be overcome to a large extent
if they are lodged in hostels equipped with good
tutors to guide them.

A new initiative

The establishment of schools and the
improvement of government schools will take
time. The provision of quality school education to
children of the poor is crucial and we cannot
afford to wait. A practical solution is to reserve
seats in existing good schools and provide hostel
accommodation and special tuition. It should be




possible to reserve at least 10 per cent of seats in
each class in all Central schools, Sainik schools
and good government schools. Additionally,
good private schools, including those run by
Christian missionaries and others, should be
persuaded to join the endeavour. The
government should, of course, give the institution
ample grants to cover capital and recurring
expenditure. Each student should be given a
scholarship sufficient to meet all legitimate
expenses. Public schools such as the Doon
School, the Rishi Valley School and so on, good
missionary schools like St. Columba's and Jesus
and Mary in Delhi, and others like the Delhi Public
School, should become a part of this.

There should be a caveat added here. Great care
should be taken in selecting the schools. There is
the danger of unsuitable institutions trying to
gatecrash to avail themselves of the generous
financial assistance. Recent years have
witnessed a mushrooming of so-called English
medium schools of poor quality started for
commercial reasons. Such schools should be left
out. In each State, a small committee consisting
of knowledgeable persons of integrity should be
set up to select the schools. If serious efforts are
made it should be possible to admit at least one
lakh poor students in good schools over the next
few years. If successfully implemented, this may
turn out to be the most effective affirmative action
attempted so far.

Though we have succeeded in modernising the
economy and the country has registered
remarkable industrial and agricultural growth, we
have failed to ensure that a fair share of the
growth accrues to the poor. The present

recession is an opportunity to reverse the trend
and implement programmes aimed to achieve
inclusive growth. Investment in school education
should be stepped up in order to help the poor get
guality schooling. The other areas that cry out for
attention and enhanced allocations are an
enlarged and revamped NREGA, public health
and medical care, a reorganised public
distribution system targeting the poor and
augmented housing facilities for the poor, both
urban and rural. There is also a dire need to
revamp the delivery mechanism, making it more
efficientand accountable.

All these measures will necessitate a substantial
additional outlay pushing the fiscal deficit a little
above the projected 6.8 per cent. Considering
that these steps are needed to make a course
correction and ensure inclusive growth, the risk is
a justified one to take. A polity that incurs colossal
wasteful expenditure on a bloated government
machinery, some avoidable subsidies, the supply
of free electricity to prosperous farmers,
distribution of free colour television sets, the
installation of statues of megalomaniac
politicians and so on should not grudge a large
outlay on projects targeted to benefit the weaker
sections. If an amendment to the Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget Management Act
2003 becomes necessary, the Government of
India should amend it without hesitation.

From: The Hindu, Dated 15-09-2009

(P.S. Appu (1951) is a former Chief Secretary
of Bihar and a former Central Land Reforms
Commissioner. He is also a recipient of Padam
Bhushan Award)




LEARNING FROM JAPAN

It was a dark Friday on 11" March 2011 when
Japan - a world leader in disaster preparedness
and managementwas seen helpless in the hands
of nature and found no answers to its fury. | was in
my office when the disaster happened and | was
informed by a colleague about the catastrophe.
Immediately thereafter | got on to the net and was
totally awestruck and stunned by the videos
showing horrendous play of sheer brute force of
nature decimating and devastating whatever
came its way. As the tragedy unfolded over the
weekend it became obvious that one was
perhaps watching one of the worst combinations
of disasters, complicated ultimately by the
looming nuclear threat. All my prayers,
sympathies and condolences go to all of our
friends and former colleagues, as | have known
many of them, in this hour of terrible natural
disaster, many times larger and stronger than
Kobe earthquake.

A tsunami had struck north-east coast Japan
near the city of Sendai, Following a powerful
earthquake of magnitude 8.9 on Richter scale
(approximately 1400 times stronger than the
Great Hanshin- Awazi earthquake which had hit
Kobe on 17th January 1995). The epicenter of the
earthquake was 380 km northeast of Tokyo
nearer Sendai city in Pacific Ocean. Minutes after
the earthquake, there was an extremely
destructive tsunami with waves of up to 10 meters
and traveling at jet speed of nearly 800 kmph
causing great devastation and destruction on its
way. As per current estimates available over 10
thousand people are feared killed due to
earthquake and tsunami and may more missing

- Anil K. Sinha

and unaccounted. Radiation from affected
nuclear reactors at Fukushima also added to the
gravity and complexity of the situation in Japan.

Japan happens to be the only nation to have
suffered the worst in human history when atom
bombs were dropped on the cities of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki during Second World War. But it
also goes to its credit that within a couple of
decades it recovered from nearly total
devastation and could become world's third
largest economy by 2010. The latest is also
perhaps the worst complex disaster faced by any
country in the history of natural disasters.

It may be interesting and relevant to recall here
that thirty years ago loss of lives in developing
and developed countries in the wake of natural
calamities was more or less of the same level.
But with years of dedicated and focused work in
all segments of the society, today the loss of
human life due to a large earthquake in Japan has
been reduced and minimized drastically, while it
has enhanced many fold in many developing
countries like ours. There is urgent need for us to
learn from the 'culture of preparedness and
response’ combined with resilience that Japan
has developed to disasters and how efficiently it
is bouncing back to normalcy. A disaster of this
magnitude and impact would have taken
decades to recover from, for any developing
country and most of the countries in Asian region
including India. Japan has long and continued
history of disasters and especially earthquakes
and has accordingly developed its resilience and
preparedness through both structural and non-




structural measures. This disaster was also
unique as it brought multiple disasters and each
being more disastrous than other. Present and
future impacts of disasters are still not certain
despite best efforts from Japanese authorities.

Though exact estimation of losses and deaths
are yet to come, from all accounts Japan looks to
have much better control over the situation than
many other countries and this was visible right
through the beginning of the impact. There are
some good practices and lessons that emerge
from earthquake and tsunami. All stakeholders
were prompt in carrying out their designated
responsibilities which resulted in fast and efficient
rescue and response to the situation. National
and local authorities were prompt in responding
to the catastrophe. Media, other agencies and
even community seemed to know their duties and
responsibilities and were seen doing exactly that
instead of creating any panic or chaos.

There are two most important issues to be looked
into in the context of structural measures to
mitigate tsunami disasters in India. We should
review land use rules in coastal areas and their
effective implementation.  Another important
issue to be considered is to strengthen tsunami
Early Warning System and relate it to the
communities living in coastal areas through
public awareness and education as to how to
respond in an organized manner in different
situations. Japan could save thousands of lives
and damage to important establishments through
their effective early warning system.

And interesting an important observation is on
the role of media during this disaster. With
extensive network of closed circuit televisions
(CCTVs) Japan already has extensive video
coverage of the whole incident which is available

to the government and all others. This shows
their preparedness which would not only capture
such events but could be helpful in ensuring
control over other 'mischievous acts'. If we look
from disasters angle, such extensive coverage
would help in correct assessment of losses and
damages of both lives and properties and can
help in conducting rescue and relief operations as
well. Their usefulness in long term recovery
process too is unquestionable.

We have not seen any hype or sensation being
created by any Japanese media. They have
been highly responsible and committed to their
jobs observing highest of professional and ethical
norms. It was very interesting and inspiring to
see in one of the early videos of NHK, their
national TV, an employee trying to type and
dispatch last bit of information relating to the
disaster even while his colleagues were already
ducking under the tables to save themselves from
the impact of earthquake. A similar and
measured response would be expected from all
media agencies in all countries including India.

People of Japan have also shown extra ordinary
courage in facing this unprecedented calamity.
They are disciplined, calm and aware of their
roles and measures to be taken in such situation.
From whatever information and visuals available,
neither did they 'freeze' nor got into any 'panic or
over reaction', as most people in many of the
countries would do in such circumstances. They
rather knew about what best can be done in such
a situation. They knew what to do and most
importantly how to do. And this comes not
instantly but has to be cultivated as a culture with
decades of hard work in the form of recurrent
training programs combined with regular mock
drills and rehearsals. We, as a community, need




to learn from such examples and do our best to
face such a situation.

Given the focal role of schools in our society it
provides an ideal setting and environment to
develop and cultivate the 'culture of
preparedness' and that is what will exactly lay the
foundation of reducing risks leading to a resilient
and safe society. It is important to combine
theoretical knowledge with practical awareness —
skills with exercises, training, rehearsals and
drills on a regular basis in a campaign mode will
sow the seeds of a society which is better
prepared and is able to bounce back quickly.
Structural safety of school buildings, no doubt, is
another important aspect which is required to be
enforced.

Techno-legal regime by way of enforcement of
national building codes and building by-laws are
crucial part of preparedness for structural safety
of built environment which is mushrooming all
around. Wherever possible retrofitting of old
unsafe structures will have to be undertaken to
being with for life line buildings like schools,
hospitals, police stations etc. Public education
and awareness will go a long way by way of
breaking the dangerous nexus between the
builders, bureaucracy and political elements
which puts the lives of millions at grave risk.

Mr. Atsushi Koresawa, Executive Director of a
the Asian Disaster Reduction Center, Kobe,
Japan and a close friend of mine in a mail last
week observed as below:

“Last week's earthquake and the subsequent

tsunami have reminded us once again that
our society is still vulnerable to the fury of
nature. While the earthquake was predicted
to occur around that region, the scale was

well beyond our preparedness. This resulted
in human casualties that have reached record
levels. Search and rescue teams are saving
survivors even today. Thousands of people
are still missing and many others are waiting
for aid and emergency supplies. Our priority
is getting to those survivors, providing for
them and recovering the bodies.

Recovery and rebuilding will start shortly. It
will take many years. Itis important for Japan
to maintain its strength and solidarity while
making steady progress. Although the
catastrophe has had a large impact on our
society, Japanese people remain calm and
cooperative. | think this is exactly what we
need at this challenging time — a trust in our
society'sresilience.”

The above mentioned excerpts of Mr. Koresawa
not only underline that the impact of this disaster
was beyond their preparedness but also
highlights the confidence of the nation in its
people, in their strength and ability to recover
from such a disaster. We would know more
about extent of damages and how Japan in
coping with that but from whatever information
available, we have a lot to learn from their
experience and be prepared for eventualities in
future.

Given our close ties and long relations with Japan
let us pray and wish them all strength,
forbearance and fortitude to cope with most
complex disaster of extraordinary proportions in
human history.

[Anil K Sinha, IAS (Rtd.)
Vice-Chairman, Bihar State Disaster
Management Authority, Patna (BSDMA)]




YRT Hll ¥99 — Th IRTY

U Afad AT Al @ Agd 9 Y U6 faRIe
AT BT AT PR Fdhal ®, IRA bl Had
AUBT BT Uh Saoid STexvl 8 | s Il
UR HTohdT g3TT 319 I8 Ul |16 aui | Hrefl f2wg,
feafdena™ &1 v 9T €| 39 998 & §9
fafdre SerERvl &1 T=l BRI T Usd &9 T&f
TP AT SICTERT IR U gfte STef |

UTI: 1910 30 H BIRN & AIRIBR Fagddi Bl T
BIcl A #sell off gHd 9 UgE 9e I—
HEIDHIA STATHR YATE, ARG BRI & 9ol
3R 3ieh gftcal | UROT AT d1q gora= 3R Y
STaT ST UgH fa¥uoT ¥€0 R W1 &4, Sl $HDI
R o1 | 37 AN & a1 T AfSBIRT AT Hr—Ter
diadm R ey T—=) o g9 S |
I AT IR <2 U QIR @1 & R—R &
T8 o gfcdh SPBT ITHTE BADT BAT AT AT, T4
IS gR1 81 SR dfed Qb &7 | qR1 &1 S |
UTg: 1910 & ol BT &I U=1 484 8Tl ddb SucTel
o TR 379 eI faelTs TS | WUFIas AR &Tal
S ThT |IRT YT SUBIRIT AT TS DI
e’ H < R € 59 WRA DHell Yo Bl 411 W Al
g Sl fafera o) ¥R’ & M ¥ Sfedtfad © | 31
fawl # are AU, Wiel & il &l sraghd
o iR BN e Rl d 98] et ysbre anfa

— Sl @R @Ry

o3 fag 2| 78 Rt axg SR’ o 9= &
A yEferd wes sred (AT o)) + &” &l
3gdre Udiid BIAT & | SI&T Sil & uTq deTged
AR BT FUS T, g8 5 Fasl 4 o a8
IR G ARl &I 8P o7 IRl 3R
BATRICAT BT Derpicral off | ArFIdel 9T 1909
d guilig fail=s A1 SR I ST uR=d &l
T, AT S e 81 AT {9 sral 91g
@ fpedq fdqal 9 4 81 Y o | 37T & 99
IHT G IR AR HARER A &1 T7 I8
g | R TSl 97 R8T dfch qHY & 1ol
3TIR TITeT &I 1T |

qTaT Sl & I 3MTelkd I SI1d 81T & fb U1 1919
H (9 9 7N | w@IRey oM @R I8 o) S9D J9 |
b HER I HLAT G T e ST fS_Aeht =74
1% § IRA Hell URYE T 7 | IR Hell 9ad
G Udh fOIRT o1 | 39a foly I Sad qFl
rErt &1 Blfdd i< e | &l dieas
g Il U AF—Fsel | g9 ==t df df
BT = AT fh T8 S9! T ISl ANl & oI
frc =t Suoiel! ® oiR fael 81 oIt § 1 S8
Ig X7 Wiell o+ 3FTel 99 |AIEe) Uae &
3ex ITL I &1 fordn | 3fTel a9 01 SiHaN],
1920 H 39 AT 7 WU o forar | ST SN & I8
W e B9 IdI== 12T SRR 9D e gU 3R
fREraR sfadls A1 OIgR e SUTRde |
TUEred @ IfaRad sH e favmr oiR
et @ fRrerm <1 Sl off wR Rreror 39T |5 @
Ul # g7 B US Hifd fqenedt 98 ffer | de
BT FAT BT R T8 AT Uh I A §AN I
UR TAT HRAT B3 1930 W WY Hrel AR
TR {7 H IR gl iR ag8f 20 a§f




VDY Bl fAgafdemery 7 |

TRA Hell ¥ad, YRA™ Hol & fafdreaH
FUBTA H W TP T IR RATT Bedl & TR
SETENN & UE & U H fI9g TR IR A=A
2| IR U fad sdel a1 faene ok Sae
IUE, a8 1 = AT T & g§RT B Al
2 SHPT T S8R 2 |

9 U8 &1 94 uqgE fF faurr & o o
8—10 BUIR o7 € 39 g Jafy |t dferat
BT I HUE AR URNIE © | 39D Sarexvl o
el garei # TTRAYUT I U xd 31U 2 |
SHHT GUE [T B A AR GARETHE 7 RS
foar o fohR ot U 1920—25 # 98 Y 9V &1 T
oT| $Hd d% fbeye HUT & @ | qT&T ol 7
SAD FUE BT TP s fd o iR qor—fager #
AT BIS 9 YS! U8l d& b Urd: 1930 # 14
s1oft & o=l &1 <M 10—15 %0 Ul 2 o 98 31|
WISl Fe] A @R SRR WR WR 55, 10—10
A & BT TV | G wTeat # S o ARer s
¥ 99 MU 9 AR M A 8 WIT AT ar
farcer =rel T AT < &1 V| 39 gfte | A SR
faftrear sM1 & 3fic & vom e a1 I
UETer, 78 faeell & & @I fgdig I YRd Sal
I HIE & ¢ | IR &9 <1 Arg 2 {6 1d &
UIe AR & R IR ST i off TRl 3R
URI: Udh AR ARTR® BT T | TR Hell ¥a- &
UTH Ueh 9gd I fdd &l g8 off <TaT Sl D1 hell
@ Ul HdeTeierdr R IR | U & IaeX &
o1 I FURTed & TaIue’ 9@ Y, i
BATRIT Pl DR B [T, ITETSN BT IR—IR
FHSTAT el AT WR AT § Pell 9a+ &7 | 918 H
At 7 S R 5 | U 8Fids A g 2 |
TS AUBTAT &1 S FAfT & A §8 MHR
DI URTIT BT U g1 deaN fasma & forg oms
fSRT ‘qed’ ®ed € | I8 el HHIC ATGSTEl D
AT STANT & ARl off | IR—aR o &

PHRY 3H W 3ifhd o Fooll AT Ug T ol
R Ul 3R 398 TS (Vrs) R gfel &
qIeee BT A e fear o | @Rl ¥ 39 el
FHS, ST&TOl &l g F Gl 78 9 el AfAfd
DI AT B AR R IH Bl 999 & foIg g
PR foram fh S0 d=1fd! & Siearm ar grerol)
P 91T gFBp! el Rife Sad g IR AT

Al &1 8T Y TeT AT ST T 9 UR T |

7 AT Bl aq FIE | SRR & AfdaTd SUART
@ 9 @Il & TR U BT a9y VeI 78 2 |
qd: IE qIGTME & Yol 3R TR & Ui I
T BT TTSAT AT | SRR 7 9 TR 3T AH
geqr fear| gl YR B b Tl IqD]
3BT Jojdb—U—rariy # SfealRad 2| (7=
W @ ol Uster § qarm Ser ®) 9
TATHIT fagm™i 1 =1 UNF &= e o Fiifes g4
R IhIV] oG TR Afa] & AR bl AN SEI—Hel
off | T QTSI <1 Be—BTS B off TTaTol BT a1
T Gl T T4 S'IA A bl W $ g gred
$R foran ife S G S R 99 oG Bl
TS AT o1 S STERTR Bleil el & & |

TR Bl 999 & AT YR & Hdel U I Pl
quist {3 ST R8T & I8 Hars el BT IRMAE 184
T BT o 2, BTl T & =i fawy
g STl U1 | TTaTel & 996 g A 7141 FRT
IATERYT qY B UTell 81 T 8, a94fd & A R
SER—IER U1 & [0 & | Yo AR 7 &Il 3T




A R 8Y T—90s AeH WeH ¥ § S [dbe
HERIY gU MI—TNAT 8 | ¥ STael D1 AT
T 3OTR &AM & oTFd IR F Helell duc
e B 2| AII—T TE@l g8 AR @
I g A @ Mead A §S T A
MBI & wU H G I 377d gY BeR HWT Pl
3T BTT TSIV EY d IS < 8 8 | bR o1
JEPY U AR qTed IR I S Bl 59 TIHY
S DI FI B & AR T AR AMT IH G ST
2 & | 1T §¥F Bl MABRAT SU IUoT AN 3fR
<l U gRT XA g1 & MUTeT d TR g <=1
FeTEEml B Fr=—fi aRRerfert safoat ik

T A1 JfAGIIT Bl 15 © | Mael= gdd & IR I
ITHT INR ATS Add AT & T§ AN FADR
| R § IRAEORETT ®Y 9 e Sidr @ W)
aﬁd‘{‘lcbl YINTHD 0l W%WWW
e el @ e gravdl | Sad T F |
IS N BT TEN WR G Bl Y &P & 3R
3ifed gr=TaT @1 W1a fog srergel €1 ' fawa
UG JEaTdR 7 & |

qRT Hell Ha FUE D1 U [a3d UG 9 Bo
37eff H JoITS © | SIPT SIh—ldh JATSTT W& e

2 U] I8 T WT & ARN IR 37R HETT AR

———

Icll & W WU e ® ouwga g o

N N N

T R R AT wY H Yabve fomar T g |

IRA el a9 o1 qfd [I9HT MR H 98d a1
TEl 7 & IAD! o1 I8 Ul d Bl I Fob
R~ IR [l § o U 3R ¥ € S WR
H IS & | IRV & oy T Mae=eary &l
A & S URMS JRIdTed B AT SR & SR
ST 950 81 HH ISRV UK © | ST 9T T
&1 favTe w @1 &1 1 iR fausdia afaaa &1

PHUTTHTA (AT GA Fal SEl) & W (]
U gA~Tae-l Jadl YA Houl (YR i)
J3IY §U B IR I B H d_al (T3, HTRS)
forg <11 <21 7 | M TAT AR @ Tl H gl
MG TS AaRferon U H URd &1 A F |
AT WHIIHAEE § Weo<adl el & died

RERTaTE] I ff AT 8 | 59 i @ o




Il BT AeESU © Sl ARYUT fTepicT H fawrg <ar
2 1 81 # off g8 fIeRY &7 Tah godbT AT Yol 1T
HEPIA I8 R Bl 8s M@l & B db hell 85
g

IR U & el el | U Ush qfd W Ra
faare o1 g2 sifdd 2 | I8 UfdeR el (Ur: aHdl
AN D B | = G BT I IR fa@man
T AT AT Y A IuRe | R ardcdh
WU B B T e 8 | edT War ¥ B
A &I Ul Taae Urdddl BT @ <@ Bl 5T
Bl & J WAl gH Il & fordd 3998 AR IRR 4
Thy D HHT Bl ST & ST 3 IR |
foar a1 & | Ra—urdd) & a3 & AR AR
T & BRI oo Bod oI I & | FE™ AT
fpT Ul AT BT & Sl 39 UG IR
SRS T ¥ ¥4l f3ad IRl 2 3k 39a

g6l W Th WA qHHE B o 8 s
gfafsrarasy Rra Wt g3 Sod 2 1 gRIed
FRaY BT G2 PR ¢ |

S AR AR HelT 9a | H 3 el
& IRI—H1 oLl (CrepIeT) BT il faed |us
2

BT T JATYYT fIIIT BT Y& T[T A H oS
g © ol MuiRd ¥9g ) & <eiel &1 Rarh
ST € | JITel JISTYd DIl b Dy SchT QTR
2| U Bl BT U 91 & U9 TR S g8
TR AT Uh Heldh & SHD dIKildeh TR Pl
PR 3Th G & WR Pls MiREd ey 781
Ul 2raT | I8 Rurol el § ywa & AT & S
Fyaa: fdT P16 AT TeR & Ths R SHTS TS i
9 UHR YoM 1 81 Favell 8 | el ol © fh
qel TR & (qaHH) fhel 899 &3 9 U g3
off T IH BId H ¥ ghear HH el Bl
ARG off | $H 98¢ Aol BRI §RT HAThR o
9 U8 9 Ui Yie &R 09 w9 f3ar| 39 W
URIER Fagdeh AR Fagaci (G U & |

T TR gERTS (fohved) &1 a1 g=al & ol
# RO HRAATEN Bgell (SiaR) 2 e aH1 BR
IR M9 & G 9 8 IR 919§ U S (Fvaa:
HIGDT) DI ATBfT & I GITdblel (U1 200 $090)
P12 | WAR R H 39D SIS DI (T—aR AT T
B OIS © | I8 Sl Pl PHalee A &l PRall o |

9 HUE H R ATl | BT 9T /A= BT e
g Sl S~Idl el & STRIE Bl © | el Jier
el AR H AT AT AR IHBI AN FAKT I
IR H ol | I8 S AR & Ioigel I et
o, Ul ORART € | §9a @deh R |er: Rael e
&7 BIRMT 8, IR 3R = X Uefl a7 2 |
& UG IR U8 TAT T & Tl H gfeddi &
A g ArodT ¥ fafya 2 |

T a9 & AT I (SS) TR DI
JATRITIT BT Jereld g1l JeIU IR JITTdblel




@ 1741 1891 |Q)) & SRRV AHENG w9 A
e ord & g 17 I b gelw B e
3TfErepTer WUE faae # 8 | YRIay H Hell 9 B
srfafRad aga Hifid e # Suaer 7 | Fefl 9aq
H 39 A7 B T—IF TIdR Bl 43 & | U ardr
T & 31 faRredmil & e I8 UP Bic |
S 7 951l BT A9 H a1 7 | a1 81 8), SH!
S @I Al & T 8 GREN IR AT 2 |
A Ho H ORI PR 15 88 Al T DI AT
2| I 30 ISl Bl HHADBR &qT T B AYH
Hed B & O 98 Wk BT R W G of; B
TS & fob ATaToT IS o |

IRA Bl a9 & Ridd fuRT § goR 3 1fd®
T AU © §H GUedbleld dial iR dial &
el o1 |iE faftre g | a1 & 8 ud
qIGeNE & TP Y, Held AR THATA & HHIG
IETERY ¢ | A & Ryapl H J<idbrel= A8l &
U {4 JETERYT &, Badl g« fgdid & dh
fapa PR B BrsHR | THE VW 9 S8R @
ST 3IF Hel AT T8I 2 | AT GAdTel A &
Ryges Y & g Ta FEIYUl FHIC haR bl M
A gbR B 3311 & REwR AR H Jeriiard
BT I oreg T’ foRaT @ S99 IR UR 39!
HE USA B UTg | T Y2 Bl 4l Ueb T
Rrapr 2 |

TRT Bl Ha- BT a1 faurT ff geiig 8 | g
SRR 3R T8Il &I & HIHNI QIeid o |
SId] UBA SAUR 9 G gl & MR R I
BIch ® S YT <) Wil Bfa gRad+ & Arer aged
T IR U | 3AST e GiTell & i iR 99 9
gl | DI I & | 9 UBR DT Biel fFIiRor 81
aTc B | 1741 ol & IaTeRel R g € 9T §U
2| sHD 91 1941 Tl B URY Tb 39 HIHN
AT DY T HAT ) 7 ST 2 |

=g fagrall # SR, ORI 371 & SR & B,

TTOIRTA T YCTeT, ST DT HolH, dlc]@, SIS

e offe & s = faftie Iarexvr I8l
HIEIT & ST 3MTST & BRI Bl &1 8] eNedhed il
@ forg +f a1 AEayet wrll 2 | g9 srfaRed
el ol # Y agd o1 U fAferdi—Sir ot g 81
bl £—b Wl IATERYT & OIRI—baAR & 3 I
T IS IS |

$T@ SIARET 3d Ae@yol faWmT 8 Si— &refl
Jfeldpd gl @ AU offe | Ry Had U@
RAIR® 39T 2| S Ao v & Feprerd
RJIR% = feATer # 31U Sites e fbar, o
eIIfaTeT o 3R & & IR | JeIfd S/ 3d
st gTY o7 Serd daell &l J@Rd fhar ureg
3 3 31U goid € | el Wad & AfaRed AT
<% B AT AESITh GUBIAd § H9ad: SUae
TR |

I8l Ue Aiiedd T 1 & s =< & gov

JHIHEl & AR 3Fd WAHETT gDl Pl
grogfarfat ff RET € Saer & fog guiig
qrogferfiat 1 € | SR AR—ufE | TS g |

3T H Usp fafdre el (o)) &7 Seeld TS
2 IS HETHAT HeH HIgd HIeldid S &l 9ofid &

Rrd S9@  SIaAarRl avqgall, ®Iewmh iR

BXTCI 37Te Yafid 2 |

AT YRA ol ¥d9 & GUE § Udh g <
BOR AT SO AT fere AWt ® | U TR
fdd & SRV GUg $u AT fhar I8
Mg YROTT 3R 7RG &1 8 91d © | 89 99 o
T & UfT §1 Tl §RT STG (olfol ad R & |

e TaRa A, s smiles AR AR,
TUA. (1972) B T & @ 9 Sloslo faw
Blerol gfoerd favmT # arerar 21




THE SAGA OF PARVATIAMMA FAMILY

Parvatiamma and her family we inherited as a
part of 5, President's Estate, when it was allotted
to me in early 1990 as Director in the President's
Secretariat. The sprawling bungalow at the
corner of Willingdon Crescent (now Mother
Teresa Crescent) near RML Hospital roundabout
had an equally sprawling outhouse comprising of
six living units, four of which were occupied by
Parvatiamma and her family. On the first day they
dutifully lined up before my wife and as per the
standard protocol of Delhi Government quarters,
asked her politely whether we could let them stay
or would have them leave. Since we had no
domestic help of our own and my predecessor
Neelkanthan had given strong recommendation,
we had no particular reason to ask them to
vacate. And then started a long association with a
most amazing family embodying the best of
human spirit, perseverance and generosity.

Parvatiamma was clearly the Queen Bee of her
family. She had four children, five in fact — but the
eldest, Rani was already married. The four that
came to us were the sons Shanmugam, Murthy
and daughters Mani and Vijji. Mani and Vijji, 12
and 10 were about my daughters' age and
became their playmates. The boys, who were
elder, were in class nine-ten. They did not seem to
have it in them to go beyond school. But they,
especially Murthy had something else which was
much more valuable in life as | later discovered.
Parvatiamma also had a sort of husband,
Venkatesh, who was not up to much good —
beyond fathering the five children there was not
much evidence of his role in bringing up the family.

- Anil Kumar Upadhyay

My coming to Delhi from Patna was a routine
matter of central deputation. Parvatiamma's
journey on the other hand from a remote tribal
hamlet in Tamil Nadu to Delhi a few years back,
her struggling here and there and then landing at
5, President's Estate was a story of struggles and
drama of epic proportions.

Successive droughts in her village had brought
the family to the brink of starvation. She decided
one day to pack her family and her meagre
possessions and boarded GT Express to Delhi —
she had heard of some distant cousin from a
nearby village who had migrated to Delhi and was
getting on with life as a domestic help. On
landing at New Delhi railway station, how could
Parvatiamma, not knowing a word other than
Tamil with five children from age 3 to 13 years in
tow, manage to reach her cousin is one of the
enduring mysteries about the family. The cousin
fixed her with an Under Secretary's household in
Minto Road multi-storeyed apartment, the low
end of babu housing. By dintof her hard work she
progressed to a Deputy Secretary house and
then met Neelkanthan on South Indian network
and landed at 5, President's Estate. By the side
she had also got a part time job with a Canara
Bank branch, courtesy a kind-hearted South
Indian manager, to serve tea and water to the
manager and the bank's customers.
Subsequently, she had her husband also
engaged in the same branch on part time basis.

On our first Deewali in the house, Parvatiamma
stood at the door smiling with a box of sweets and




a gift hamper in her hand which she wanted to
give us. We were taken aback. She assured us
she had not paid for it, it was a gift from the bank.
But surely she had a family of her own and a big
one at that. She said she had got two sets from
the bank, one for herself and another for her
aadmi—what would she do with two of these. Her
insistence and sincereity was stronger than our
protest. Thereafter, every Deewali or New Year
or any festival, Parvatiamma would be there with
goodies and sweets, because she had got two
sets from the bank and she could do with one and,
therefore, the other she had to give to us. Very
rarely one comes across giving away with such
large heartedness.

During our stay in the house Parvatiamma was
able to find a very worthy match for Mani. The boy
was a junior engineer in the Railways. Sometime
after the marriage Parvatiamma came up to me
for a small help whether | could put in a word to
someone in the Railways for allotting him a
quarter on priority. Not too long ago | had a rather
unflattering experience with the Railway Board.
On arelatively relaxed day | had gone over to the
Railway Board planning to take a stroll down the
corridors to see if | could find some old SCRA
friends. To my surprise they did not allow any
other ID than the Railway Board's. The Haryanvi
security did not care that | was coming from the
office of the supreme authority in the country, the
President of India, on whose pleasure he held his
job. He wanted me to get an entry pass made at
the reception, which was impossible as | was on
an exploratory trip and secondly, there was
complete bedlam and chaos at the reception from
hundreds of people seeking entry — all were train
reservation seekers in the HQ quota with some
connection to some Railway Board staff. With
this experience fresh in my mind | told

Parvatiamma | would get back to her within a
week after | had done some research to locate
some contact. Within a few days | called her to
take down the detail when she told me her work
was already done, she had already met the
Minister of State for Railways who was from Tamil
Nadu. But | was still disbelieving, how could she
get past the security. Well, the security was
indeed nasty to her, she gave back in full
measure, how dare they stop her from meeting
her MP. She went upstairs. There too the security
tried to act difficult and the same drama followed.
Hearing the commotion the MoS sent for her. He
asked his staff to prepare her application on
which he wrote something on the margin, and
now the allotment order was issued. | told her,
henceforth | would seek her help for any work in
the Railways such as reservations etc.

After schooling Shanmugam did some odd jobs,
Murthy learned driving and was employed to
drive a private car on a pittance which is the norm
in the unorganised sector.

| reverted to Patna in 2005. Parvatiamma family
kept in touch with us. One day Murthy gave us
the good news that he had bought the rickety
ambassador he was driving from the owner, and
therefore, next time when | visited Delhi | could
call himfor local travels. On one of my Delhi visits
Murthy asked me if it was an official visit. On my
saying yes, he fished out a printed receipt on
behalf of Karuna Transport Company. Karuna
was the name of his wife, and he had set up this
partnership firm in her name. On occasions when
my wife accompanied me to Delhi, Parvatiamma
would come along in Murthy's car with idlis, vadas
in a hotcase — South Indian snacks she cooked
were easily the best we had anywhere.




On every subsequent visit | found Murthy's
business had grown some more. He would have
bought a new Indica or a new Esteem if a
corporate client required this car on long term
lease. He himself drove the old ambassador, but
he employed a number of drivers. He had
unrestricted entry to any VIP parking lot, as his
car bore MP parking label. This MP Sahib who
had engaged him would be mostly out of Delhi, he
would be in Delhi only during the sessions.
Murthy's business seemed to grow horizontally
too. When he drove, his mobile phone never
ceased to ring. It would not be only about car
rental — the conversation could be on tissue
culture, partnership deed, flat, meetings,
appointments, income tax return etc. He was into
what he called liaison business - fixing
appointments of industrialists and businessmen,
Indian or foreign, visiting Delhi with MPs and
others. His other businesses were 'direct selling'

such as Amway and, real estate, travel agencies
etc. He hadreached alevel where every month a
good amount of money would come to him
automatically.

| came back to Delhiin 2004, and our contact was
renewed. When | was in the Ministry of Defense,
Murthy asked me if | could recommend to him the
name of agood DRDO scientist. | knew there was
nothing in the world he could not do, but even
from Murthy this was a bit thick and | could not see
a connection why he needed this information.
He explained he was associated with a Kolkata-
based NGO which every year honoured a
distinguished person as 'Jewel of India'. The
award comprised a citation and Rs. 5 lakhs in
cash. The previous year they had awarded Dr
Kasturirangan and the President was the Chief
Guest. They would again like to reward a
scientist.

MoD being a huge ocean | did not know anyone in
DRDO as it was way off my domain of work. But
some middle level DRDO scientists were
regulars at the same tennis courts | went to in RK
Puram, Sector-13. | asked Dr. Reddy for info, who
was obviously incredulous at the story, but
mentioned that as a scientist Dr Pillai, who was in-
charge of BrahMos project, was highly regarded
even though he was not the top man in DRDO. |
dutifully passed on the info to Murthy. He made a
formal request to Dr Pillai who obtained the
required permission to receive the award. In
parallel, Murthy also approached the President's
Secretariat for his consent to do the honour of
handing over the award. President Kalam with his
DRDO background very graciously accepted the
invitation.

Murthy met me after some time. Out of curiosity |
asked him how the award function went. He was
somewhat downcast, some technical hitch had
occurred. West Bengal government had sent a
vague report that they were not aware of the
antecedents of that NGO. Murthy asked me
whether | could talk to someone in West Bengal
Government. | could not off-hand think of anyone
high enough in West Bengal | could talk to. But
frankly this being a sensitive matter | did not want
to getinto it. | gave him a gratuitous advice that
the President's programme would always have
some uncertainty; why did he not try a lesser
dignitary instead such as Governor. Seeing my
reluctance, Murthy did not press further, but his
body language conveyed, “Don't you worry, now |
would do something about it myself”.

One day at the tennis court, when | had forgotten
about this episode, my DRDO friend excitedly
told me that indeed Dr Pillai had received the
award at the hands of President Kalam in




Kolkata. We could not help being amazed at this
incredible chain of events in which a casual
conversation between two persons at the tennis
courts, quite unknown to Dr Pillai, led to a
substantial cash award to him. Dr Pillai obviously
till today is not aware how this happy incident in
his life came about. Murthy told me he was finally
able to resolve the issue with the West Bengal
government who sent a clear NOC for the
President's visit.

With Parvatiamma family you never cease to get
surprises. In my current assignment as
Secretary, Department of Youth Affairs, Govt of
India, | along with my wife went on my first visit to
Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth
Development at Sriperumbudur near Chennai in
December 2009. RGNIYD, an autonomous
organisation under the Department, which is now
a deemed university, was set up in the memory of
late PM Rajiv Gandhi at the site of his martyrdom.
Ayoung sari-clad lady chirpily came to us, uncleji,
auntieji, aapne pehchana? \We recognised her
instantly; the fact that we were seeing her after 17
years had not dimmed our memory — she was
Parvatiamma's youngest daughter, Viji. Of all
the places in the world what was she doing there?
She explained she was working as a steno in the
RGNIYD. Now she was happily married with two
children. She knew about our programme, but
she wanted to give us a surprise; therefore, she
had not called us. Her employment was on
contract basis. Therefore, there was always
some element of uncertainty. But in true
Parvatiamma family tradition, she had already
made herself indispensable. Leveraging her
schooling in Delhi, she was doubling up as Hindi
translator. | generally had a sceptical view of
Rajbhasha Vibhag, but for the first time | thanked
them for doing something useful.

Murthy's turn-over is now about to cross a crore
rupees, which does not put him in big league. His
direct business may be lean, but his main
strength lies in his delivering a single-window,
turn-key solution to your any requirement in a
networking mode. For example, if you are
organising an international conference, you can
safely bank upon him to provide you all services
from transportation, signage, backdrops, printing
to venue etc. His elder brother Shanmugam
helps himin his business.

Parvatiamma and Venkatesh's bank jobs have
since been regularised. They would retire with
handsome benefits in 2011. They have
constructed a house on the outskirts of Rohini.
Venkatesh's drinking and getting physically
violent has greatly reduced, aware as he is that
now the children are grown up to come to the
support of their mother.

If I had told you in the beginning that this was a
story which had a remote tribal village in Tamil
Nadu, drought, starvation, GT Express, maid
servant, her school dropout son, President's
Estate, IAS officer, DRDO scientist, tennis court,
Project Director, supersonic cruise missile
BrahMos, Karuna Transport Company, NGO,
West Bengal government and the President of
India, you would have rightly thought this was
some crazy fiction. As a matter of fact, no fiction
can be stranger than the true story of
Parvatiamma and her family.

[Anil Kumar Upadhyay, I.A.S. (1975), is
Secretary to Government of India,
Department of Youth Affairs.]
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ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE BUDGET : AN HONEST INITIATIVE

A couple of days back, | participated in a
workshop on gender budget, organized for
elected representatives from gram panchayats.
Owing to my sensitivity to environmental issues
and out of plain curiosity, | asked a Mukhiya or
head of a panchayat, if he takes any special
measures to ensure protection of environmentin
his area. My question seemed slightly awkward
to him causing some discomfort. However after
pondering over the question, the answer that
Mukhiyaji came up with was completely justified.
He mentioned that the protection of the
environment is the domain of the Ministry of
forest and environment and not his responsibility.
He further added that the government neither
provides any funds to panchayats to be
channelized towards environmental protection,
nor imparts any special training to panchayats in
this regard. In fact Mukhiyaji came to know about
gender budget for the first time at the workshop
we both were attending.

Even though the Mukhiyaji was elected for the
third time from his panchayat, and had an image
of a clean and honest man, and highly aware,
environment was a relatively obscure area for
him. He knew that every panchayat should have
aschool, every house in the village should have a
toilet, there should be hand pumps for clean
drinking water, every villager should get
opportunities of gainful employment etc.
However, even to such an aware man, it was not
clear as to how he could provide his support in
ensuring environmental protection. Neither had

- Meera Mishra

he heard any politician discuss environment as a
part of election agenda, nor was he briefed of any
government scheme in this regard by any block
officer. But yes, being someone who had already
seen 60 springs of his life, Mukhiyaji did feel the
pain upon witnessing the degradation of the river
flowing close to his village, and of the ponds,
streams and innumerable orchards located in and
around the small village he grew up. He intensely
wanted to see the water level of river Ganges to
be the same as that he had seen as a little boy. He
wanted to see the water as clean and pure as old
times and was ready to make any effort on his part
as deemed necessary to achieveit.

My discussion with Mukhiya ji made it clear that
masses are completely unaware of the negative
impact that mundane activities have on the
environment. While those who are a little aware
consider protection of the environment a
government responsibility and blame the
agencies for having failed in this regard. And even
those who are extremely aware consider
environment protection as an area outside their
domain of influence. They think they are too small
a force to achieve any monumental result by
supporting the cause of environment. This group
primarily organizes workshops on environmental
issues, publishes academic journals and
presents them in prestigious conferences and
workshops and occasionally figures in the media
through participation in small demonstrations et
al. Environmental issues get media attention but
fail to win a solid ground.




Government views environmental issues as
‘global' and not'local'. And given that, this subject
remains stuck between developed and
developing nations. It is true that the developed
nations in their quest towards industrialization
and capitalistic greed exploited natural
resources to the hilt and taught the rest of the
world an easy way out to mint more and more
money. Thus the developed nations owe
maximum responsibility in contributing to
atmospheric changes, environmental instability
and worsening face of the earth. These nations
however do appear concerned about
environment as is evident from all the
conferences held in Kyoto, Copenhagen et al.
Though despite the concern shown, the policies
formulated in the major world forums smells
primarily of 'business'. If all the nations really
wanted to make an honest effort, they would
have abstained from pointing fingers at each
other and had united in their efforts to formulate a
solid plan to counter all threats to the
environment. Each nation would have honestly
evaluated and quantified the exact role played by
them in causing harm to the environment. As an
exercise to build in transparency, each nation
would have intimated the other nations about all
the short term and long term policy measures
implemented by the former. These nations would
either make an environmentally sensitive budget
or at least critically evaluate the environmental
sensitivity of their existing national budgets. If a
gender sensitive budget paves a path of
development for one half of the population, an
environmentally sensitive budget would ensure
greater protection and care of the environment.
Along with the national budgets, every
government department should also critically
evaluate the environmental sensitivity of their

departmental budgets. This exercise would not
only make it easy to identify government policies
which are adverse to environment but also locate
those policies which benefit the environment and
hence deserve to be encouraged further. The
selection of environmentally beneficial policies
will pave way for selection of more such policies
and thereby creation of an entire system from the
top to bottom within the framework of
governmental machinery.

If a little amount is kept aside in each budget for
protection of environment, the adage of “each
drop makes an ocean” will be proved true! For
example, if every school makes a provision in its
budget to install different dustbins for organic and
inorganic garbage, sets aside a couple of periods
in a week to spread environmental awareness
among children and spends some amount on
posters and other materials to be used in such
classes, and also develops its premises as “green
campus”, the children will become increasingly
sensitive about issues pertaining to environment
right in their formative years. Similarly, if the
Mukhiya or the head of a village panchayat keeps
environment protection in his mind while making
the budget, the entire village will become more
aware and sensitive about such issues. Much can
be done to ensure environment protection in
different government policies and programmes
and making provisions for the same in budgets
across all levels. Consider 'MGNREGA'" for
example, renovation of dry wells and ponds in the
villages along with construction of roads would
ensure rising underground water levels. Also if
cutting of ten trees is deemed necessary for
building roads then planting ten similar trees
should also be made mandatory once the
construction work is over. In order to achieve




these results, special training programmes
should be conducted and awareness should be
generated among the villagers by the
government. Once people become aware, they
will be able to critically evaluate the local budgets
from the perspective of environment protection.

The usage of polythene bags has aggravated
environmental pollution and has also given birth
to numerous other problems affecting the
drainage systems across all towns and cities. Itis
also responsible in a big way, for causing water
logging resulting in floods and epidemics and
other disasters. Even though many states have
banned the usage of plastic bags, it will be a
dream to imagine their complete eradication in
the absence of viable alternatives. If budgets
make provisions to increase the production of
bags made from jute or other natural resources,
and companies manufacturing polythene bags
are made illegal or banned, then within a few
years polythene will cease to exist and not cause
any harmto the environment.

Today we all are experiencing global warming in
the form of changing weather conditions and
increasing natural disasters. The blind race to

mint more and more money is slowly destroying
the bio diversity, evolved over millions of years.
Regions with energy conserves are becoming
limited. The fertility and quality of the soil is
increasingly getting lost under the piles of
poisonous garbage being disposed carelessly
here and there. A producer is guided solely by
profit, while a consumer is devoid of choices and
viable options. If all this goes on without a break
for the next 50 years, earth is bound to turn into a
hell. It's imperative for the world community to

wake up at this point of time. The developed
nations, which are most responsible for
degradation of the environment, should invest in
areas promoting sustainable development. The
developing nations should in their turn avoid
treading the similar path of development, which
has been responsible for spoiling the face of the
earth. The evaluation of GDP should not be
restricted to “how much a nation earned”, it
should also be analyzed in terms of “how were the
earnings generated”. Imposing financial penalty
on entities engaged in environmental pollution
will not suffice in getting rid of the problem at
hand. If arich nation or arich corporation or arich
person is assured of greater profits after paying a
small fraction of earnings as a penalty for
pollution, the problem of environmental
degradation will continue to persist. Only if we
look for environmental friendly alternatives within
the ambit of sustainable development and at the
same time condemn any activity which causes
harm to the environment, will any effort made in
the direction of ensuring protection of the
environment yield positive results. With the aid of
an environmentally sensitive budget, we surely
can develop solid machinery and take an honest
initiative in the direction of protecting the
environmentaround us!

[Dr. Meera Mishra,

is the wife of Sri Vyas Mishra, I.A.S. (1982)
Principal Secretary to Govt. of Bihar,

Dept. of Labour, also holding

additional Charge as Principal Secretary,
Disaster Management; she is a senior
Journalist and is a regular contributor on
critical social issues. She is also a
successful story writer.]




A SALUTE TO OUR RURAL WOMEN

Every other day we
hear of seminars on
W o m e n
empowerment.
1 ~ Women's day is
" celebrated every
year on 7th March.
= : Doctors, engineers,
7 ~ lawyers, teachers,
y entrepreneurs,
fashion-designers
_5"‘; steal the show with
pomp and fanfare
narrating their success stories. | am going to
narrate a story of the art of survival of an ordinary
Indian woman. Naina Devi, who is over eighty
years, has three sons, two daughters and
seventeen grand children. Her eldest son is a
government teacher who lives about two miles
away from her village in UP. Her other two sons
live in other states in India. She manages her
household with the help of a grand daughter
whose father passed away. This is how she runs
her household—she has eight goats, two cows
and a stray dog who guards her and the meager
wealth she possesses. She has no bed or khatia.
She sits at the door of her hut and that is her
throne. She not only sits there but also sleeps
there. She cannot walk even with the help of a
stick as she developed some spine problem. She
has to drag herself forward and backward by
scrapping her
buttocks. Her grit to
control her
possessions, her
goat, cows and her hut
keeps her going. She
also lends money to
villagers at 20 per cent
interest. When people
cross her house she
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- Paromita Saha

knows by their &5
footsteps who it is
and is able to draw |
them inside to collect

her dues.

Naina Devi is blind of

one eye and her

other eye is affected

due to a bad cataract

operation. She is left &

with only one half

open eye to see the world around her. She loves
green vegetables but has no access to it. It is
luxury for her to have vegetables. She lives on the
milk which she keeps for herself after selling the
rest. Out of cow dung she slaps few cow-dung
cakes which she uses as fuel in her open oven.

No stranger is
allowed to cross her
door without being
confronted by her
loyal dog called
Bholu. If Naina Devi
gives her nod then
only Bholu stops
barking and the
visitor is allowed to
step in. It is sheer
miracle of nature that
this old lady is able to lead her life on her own
terms. She is queen and lord master of her world.
| salute her and also many more such women in
rural India who are left alone after the death of
their husbands and children who have gone outto
lead their lives.

[Smt. Paromita Saha is the wife of
SriK. C. Saha, I.A.S. (1975)
Development Commissioner, Bihar]
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INAFIX

- Dr. C. Ashokvardhan

Some time your eyes must’ve
welled up

sinking agonies within.

An evening stroll

must’ve taken you to a lake
to show to you your face,
giving a lie to you

going without a sketch of yourself.

Some time you would be in a fix
carrying on with a chosen space
for yourself

or merge the same

in an expanse

where too a wave sequestrates

with your name on its puffed up breast.

[Dr. C. Ashokvardhan, Principal
Secretary, Revenue and Land Reform

Department, Govt. of Bihar.]
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A STEP MORE

% b beH

- Dr. C. Ashokvardhan

You may've to crack
your shells yourself,
to fetch that golden hue
Spread upon the grass.

Some airs anon

to play with your tresses
as you open up

and blush

to a teasing dawn.

In a bridal make, the earth
would be waiting

for the night

to receive star dust

strewn on an all black

apron.

A world of make-believe

so far

will come out in the real

if only you took a step more
beyond the outlines

of the original vow.

[Dr. C. Ashokvardhan, Principal
Secretary, Revenue and Land Reform

Department, Govt. of Bihar.]
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WAVES & RIPPELS

Sri Phool Singh, 77
Advisor,
Bihar State Planning Board, Patna.

Md. Ashique Ibrahimi, 78
Additional Member,
Board of Revenue.

Sri Shubhkirti Mazumdar, 78

Principal Secretary,

Forest & Environment Department,
Additional Charge: Principal Secretary,
Mining Department, Bihar.

Sri Afzal Amanullah, 79
Principal Secretary,
Water Resource Department, Bihar.

Additional Charge : Principal Secretary to
Governor, Bihar.

Sri S. K. Negi, 81
Principal Secretary,

Cooperative Department, Government of Bihar.

Sri Girish Shankar, 82
Principal Secretary,

Science and Technology Department,
Government of Bihar.

Sri Amitabh Verma, 82
Additional Member,
Board of Revenue,
Government of Bihar

Sri Ravi Kant, 84

Principal Secretary,

Cabinet Secretariat Department,
Government of Bihar.

Additional Charge: Member Secretary,
State Advisory Committee or Board.

Sri Ajay V. Nayak, 84
Principal Secretary,
Energy Department,
Government of Bihar.

Sri Shashi Shekhar Sharma, 85
Principal Secretary,

Urban Development & Housing Department,
Government of Bihar.

Sri Sanjeev Kumar Sinha, 86
Project Director,

Bihar State AIDS Control Society,
Patna.

Sri K. P. Ramaiah, 86
Commissioner,
Patna Division.

Sri S. Shiva Kumar, 87
Secretary,
HRD Department, Bihar.

Sri Rajesh Bhushan, 87
Secretary,
Information & Public Relation Department,

Additional Charge: Incharge State Project
Director, Bihar Education Project Council

Additional Charge: State Project Director,
Bihar Secondary Education Council, Patna.

Sri Sudhir Kumar, 88
Secretary,

Animal Husbandry & Fisheries Department,
Government of Bihar.

Sri Deepak Prasad, 89

Secretary,

Small Water Resource Department,
Government of Bihar.




Smt. Ansuli Arya, 89
Managing Director,
BIADA, Patna.

Additional Charge: Managing Director, Bihar
State Infrastructure Development Authority.

Sri Rajit Punhani, 91

Additional Charge : Managing Director,
Beverage Corporation, Patna.

Sri Uday Singh Kumawat, 93
Secretary,

Transport Department, Bihar
Additional Charge: Administrator,

Bihar State Road Transport Corporation, Patna
and I.G. Registration,

Excise Commissioner, Bihar.

Smt. N. Vijaya Lakshmi, 95
Secretary,

Social Welfare Department, Bihar.
Additional Charge : Director, ICDS,
Managing Director, WDC

and Secretary,

Bihar State Child Right Conservation
Commission.

Sri B. Rajender, 95
Secretary,

Rural Works Department,
Government of Bihar.

Sri Suresh Prasad Singh, 95
Registrar,
Cooperative Societies, Bihar.

Sri Dayashankar Pandey, 95
Commissioner,
Bhagalpur Division.

Sri Govind Narayan Akhouri, 95
Commissioner,
Darbhanga Division.

Sri Indrasen Singh, 95
Commissioner, Saran Division.

Sri Jaymangal Singh, 96
District Magistrate,
Sheohar.

Sri Hridaya Narayan Jha, 96
District Magistrate,
Lakhisarai.

Sri Ashish Kumar, 96
District Magistrate-cum-Collector,
Arwal.

Sri Minhaaz Alam, 96
District Magistrate-cum-Collector,
Madhepura.

Sri Anand Kishor, 96

Special Secretary,

Revenue & Land Reforms Department,
Government of Bihar.

Sri Rahul Singh, 96

State Transport Commissioner

Additional Charge: Special Secretary,
Human Resource Development Department.

Sri Vipin Kumar, 96
Chairman,
Bihar State Bridge Construction

Corporation Limited, Patna
Additional Charge: Managing Director,
COMFED, Patna.

Sri Deouttam Verma, 96
Special Secretary,
Health Department, Bihar.

Sri Jitendra Kumar Sinha, 96
Special Secretary,
C.M. Secretariat, Bihar.




Sri Pankaj Kumar, 97
Special Secretary,
Bihar Agriculture Department.

Sri Santosh Kumar Mall, 97
District Magistrate-cum-Collector,
Muzaffarpur.

Sri Sanjay Kumar Singh, 97
District Magistrate-cum-Collector,
Patna.

Sri Narmdeshwar Lal, 98
District Magistrate, Bhagalpur.

Sri Vinay Kumar, 99
District Magistrate,
Saran (Chapra).

Sri Devraj Dev, 99
District Magistrate,
Saharsa.

Sri Prem Singh Meena, 2000
District Magistrate,
Vaishali (Hajipur).

Sri Abhijeet Sinha, 2000
District Magistrate,
West Champaran (Motihari).

Sri Mayank Warwade, 01
Managing Director,

Bihar State Based Infrastructure Development

Corporation, Patna.

Sri Sridhar Chiruvolu, 01
District Magistrate,
West Champaran (Betiah).

Sri Pankaj Kumar Pal, 02
District Magistrate,
Gopalgan;.

Ms. Bandana Preyashi, 03
District Magistrate,
Gaya.

Sri Asangba Chuba Ao, 03
District Magistrate,
Kaimur (Bhabhua).

Sri Birendra Prasad Yadav, 04
Director,

Tourism, Bihar.

Additional Charge: Joint Secretary,
Tourism.

Smt. Palka Sahni, 04
District Magistrate,
Khagaria.

Sri R. Lakshmanan, 04
District Magistrate,
Darbhanga.

Sri Kundan Kumar, 04
District Magistrate,
Samastipur.

Sri Divesh Sehara, 05

Chief Executive Officer-cum-Commissioner,
Patna Municipal Corporation.

Additional Charge: Managing Director,
Bihar State Water Board.

Sri Manish Kumar, 05
District Magistrate,
Jamui.

Sri Kuldeep Narayan, 05
District Magistrate,
Munger.

Sri Balamurugan D., 05
District Magistrate,
Jehanabad.
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