




MY BIHAR LOVE - AFFAIR

- Saran Singh

My Dear Sachidanand ji,

Thank you for your letter dated 16 Nov. &
The comprehensive you have
devised to elicit information on
my Bihar love-affair! Permit
me, however, to make a
narrat ive – rather than
splintered — report or, indeed
'REMIN ISCENCES ' , f o r
whatever it is worth.

2. Sadly, at this point of time, I
am the sole survivor of the

! I appeared in the
Competitive EXAM. (held by Public

Service Com .) . I
used to leave my college campus every
morning for the exam. Centre in down town
Lahore, not sure of my safe return! Having

finished with SIX
PAPERS (and
finding my hostel
deserted) I left
Lahore by train
for DehraDun –
only to land up in
Delhi in Dec.
1947 when i t
b e c a m e t o o
chilly.

3. received training at Metcalfe

th

questionnaire

FIRST BATCH OF IAS in
Bihar

Federal

N at Lahore, in July 1947

The First batch

1

(I had the pleasant fortune of calling upon our most esteemed senior Sri Saran Singh on 7
of August'10 at his Kolkata residence. I realized that I had been depriving myself of most
valuable moments by not creating opportunities to meet with a personality like him, so
adorable and affectionate. It was a real experience to spend some quality time with him in a
drawing room reminding one that one is close to the famous Botanical Garden of Kolkata.
And it was so fulfilling an experience when Sri Singh was gracious enough to respond to
the suggestion for an interactive session. As desired by him a questionnaire was made
available to him. Here is his account of what he lyrically calls “my Bihar love affair”. For
those of us, familiar with the calligraphic marvel of his writings this letter dated 22-11-2010,
running into six hand written pages has the same beautiful strength of his calligraphy as, for
example, the letter dated 12 April, 1958 has. This letter is still with the addressee, Sri J. C.
Jetli on whom I had called the other day and who has been gracious enough to hand over
its photocopy to me. The materials in the four boxes have been placed by me. — SNS)

th

th

Saran Singh
I.A.S. (Retd.)
Former Secretary to Govt. of India & Chief Secretary, Bihar 18A, Alipore Road,, Kolkata-700027
Ex. Adviser to Governor of Assam. Phone : 91-33-32948600

Date : 22-11-2010

(Personal, For Limited Circulation)

“It needs hardly to be emphasized that an efficient,
disciplined and contended civil service assured to its
prospects as a result of diligent and honest work, is a sine-
qua non of sound administration under democratic regime
even more than under an authoritarian rule, The service
must be above party and we should ensure that political
considerations, either in its recruitment or in its discipline
and control, are reduced to the minimum if not eliminated
altogether.”

(Sardar Patel's Observations in the Constitution Assembly
— Quoted in the Tenth Report of Second ARC Nov.'08)



House, old Delhi – from 30 March to mid Dec.
1948. Midway, I learned about FOUR of us
being “allotted” to Bihar — then reputed to be
among the BEST ADMINISTRATED
'PROVINCES'.

4. Most of 1949 at Bhagalpur was a “voyage of
discovery'. I felt totally at home, a bachelor –
ensconced at STATION CLUB — learning
'the ropes' of magisterial duties! Judiciary was

only in 1952, well after

PROMULGATION OF THE CONSTITUTION
OF INDIA on 26 Jan. 1950. That is when I was
SDO Gopalganj, Dist. Saran.

5. If I recall correctly, the gentle Dr. Rajendra
Prasad (then chairman, Constituent
Assembly), ahead of assuming the mantle of
FIRST RASHTRAPATI OF INDIA, visited

, his childhood home, by a that
landed at HATHWA'S World War Ii landing
ground. He left in time for being sworn in on
26 Jan. 1950.

6. Since administrat ion in 1950 was
'Regulatory', awaiting the era of community
development, Gopalganj was a thrilling
experience: touring on horse-back, holding
camp court under canvas for on-the-spot
settlement of cases, I had judicial powers as I
class magistrate. It was in awe of the majesty
of law when I awarded 18 RI to an
accused, later upheld by sessions court at
Chapra! Yet my mind was restive, lest I had
been excessively harsh.

7. Many people had never seen a ; The

Turban ( ) earned me both respect and

curiosity. English sola hat had been the
common sight unitl 1947. An explosive
situation, over flag being too obtrusive
at Muharram in Kochaikot(?), compelled me
to 'harangue' the mob into submission — from
an elephant back! For this IMPROMPTU act, I
received [to my surprise] a telegraphic
commendation from Ram Sinhasan Pande,
Secretary, .

8. In 1951 I was transferred as SDO Buxar, and
travelled through neighbouring UP's Ballia,
with a young wife in tow (that too from
Calcutta) to join my duties. I lived in a
Bungalow, , on the right
bank of River Ganga. It was pure
enchantment. Except that Buxar was more
complex an-challenging. I bought WW II jeep
for tours and, in 1952, not only

in the wake of
, but also held

separated

Dokata

Land Reform Legislation The
under republican

ZIRADEI
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SIKH
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TOOK DIRECT

CHARGE OF ALL ZAMINDARIS

eqjsBk

FIRST GENERAL ELECTION
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The district of Saran, which is the westernmost
district of the Tirhut Division, is situated between 25º39'
and 36º39' north latitude and between 83º54' and 85º12'
east longitude. It contains an area of 2,678 square miles
and a population, according to the census of 1951, of
31,55,144 persons. …

... General Cunningham was at one time of opinion
that it was derived from the Sanskrit work Sarana,
meaning an asylum or refuge, and connected it with a
legend of Buddha overcoming and converting certain
evil demons who lived on human flesh. “The demons,” he
says, “embraced Buddhism, or as it was expressed by
the ancient Buddhists, sought the refuge or asylum of the
three Precious Ones, i.e., of the Buddhist triad, Buddha,
Dharam and Sangha”....

Another and more plausible derivation which has
been suggested is that the name is a corruption of
Sarangaranya or the deer forest. According to local
legend in prehistoric times a holy recluse, named Rishi
Sringi, had his hermitage at Singahi, a few miles east of
Chapra, in the midst of a dense forest full of deer. A third
suggestion which has been put forward is that Saran is a
corruption of Sakra-aranya, i.e., the forest of Sakra or
Indra, which formerly covered the country … District
Gazetteer of Saran



constitution

diara

first
post

. February 1952 was a dizzy &
dusty month, stretching each day into
endless dust – begrimed forays in rural – and
riverine –areas. Election parties moved
after one poll, to another , mostly on
carts or foot.

9. Counting of votes was watched by crowds
beyond imagination. The and

election was complex, but
peaceful. One, 'Sardar' Harihar Singh was
prominent among elected MLAs and Komal
Singh of Dumraon (whose Zamindari

were taken over by me) became
MP, partly on 'sympathy' votes as a (?)
whose father had died 'young', but also
because had not evolved.

10. After a stay in picturesque Buxar I
was moved to Patna,
as

, with J. C.
M a t h u r , I C S a s

and an
academician as DPI.
However, this one-
year s t in t was a
'transition' to being
m a d e D e p u t y
C o m m i s s i o n e r ,
Dhanbad in mid-1954,
the

.

11. The First Five Year
P l a n h a d b e e n
launched in 1952,
main emphasis being
on rural development.
B l o c k s , m o s t l y
co inc i den ta l w i t h

, became , and villages as micro-
units. I experienced the surge and the
dynamics of this change during my three-year
stay in Dhanbad (1954-57) administration
gradually moved into the ,
and to what is now called the

. I not only enjoyed this new phase
because of its

, but also found it enormously
satisfying. Formulating irrigation schemes
and working with gradually
turned into a passionate involvement, despite

hurdles and social barriers.

12. This process of '
called for a new mindset at all levels of

administration. After my stint as DM
Darbhanga in 1958, I joined as Joint
Secretary, Education, promoted to Secretary

a year later. The period
of 1950's and early
1960 's w i tnessed

and all
round progress in

hanks to the
e x t r a o r d i n a r y

at :
The legendary Dr.

as CM
and as
chief secretary. Their

— and

.
The British expert
Dean Paul Appleby, in
a succinct report,
graded Bihar as the
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STATE OF THE INDIAN UNION

VERTICALLY

SERVICES HORIZONTALLY

WORKING

WATERSHED

JUXTAPOSITION OF PERSONS & TIMES

VIGILANCE COMMISSION

MINISTER

TASHKENT

FINANCE

MINISTRY

RICE

FOOD PRODUCTION DURING

STARVATION

GREEN

REVOLUTION

CENTRAL DEPUTION

REVERTED HOME STATE OF BIHAR

LOGICALLY

THE GANGA

BATAI-

DARI SYSTEM

BOARD OF

REVENUE SOLE MEMBER

. (Scanning Letter)
This quality was visible both ,
among the , and in
field services. Corruption was virtually
unknown-even in PWD and works at field
level. The Gandhi, Nehru, Rajen Babu
charisma was . The passing away of
Dr. Sri Krishna Sinha, and transfer of Mr. L. P.
Singh as Home Secretary GoI, proved to be a

in Bihar administration. It also
revealed the validity of the external principle
that nations' destiny is often determined by

.

13. Not long afterwards, in 1963, to be precise, I
was called away to Delhi as commissioner for
enquiries under the newly constituted

, with an ex-Judge as
single member. It provided me with a 'window
to view the seamy side' of the sprawling
governing machine across the country! Sri
Lal Bahadur Shastri was
'my' .

14. Delhi was daunting, with
a sprawling, soul-less
bureaucracy. Then, the
great Nehru passed
away. Shastri became
P . M . B u t n o t l o n g
a f t e r w a r d s h e t o o
died—at , of all
places!

15. While my colleague,
Binod Bihari Srivastava
(now ded) took charge as
c o m m i s s i o n e r ,
Chotanagapur Division, I too moved from
Home (vigilance)

, w i t h C .

Subramaniam as Union Minister. Then P.M.
Mrs. Gandhi switched him over to

. I had the rare honour to serve as JS
under the great leader, Babu Jagjivan Ram.
This was the time when 'agricultural
revolution' was ushered in by scientists like
Swaminathan and geneticists of Punjab Agri.
University who evolved 'wonder wheat' and
high yielding variety of . A quantum jump
in 1966-70 forever
drove away the spectre of from
India. Being a small part of

(1966-71) was a hugely
gratifying experience for me. When I finished
my term of ' ' in 1971 I

to my , and
was — — posted as Bihar's
Agriculture Production Commissioner.

16. My experience of Union agriculture ministry
proved to be an asset. Bihar's riverine areas,

both Nor th and
South of
have always been
the state's food
basket. Now high
yielding varieties of
r i ce and wheat
b r o u g h t a s e a
change, inspite of
the regressive

. Our
experts helped me
formulate a World
Bank (IBRD) project
for development of
agri-markets which
was operationalized

in December 1971. However, shortly
afterwards, I was moved to

as , which enabled me

to as Joint
S e c r e t a r y ( A g r i c u l t u r e )

KRISHI BHAVAN

The small programme that was started by the Rockefeller
Foundation in collaboration with the Mexican
Government in 1943 to try to help Mexico solve its food
problem has done wonders around the world. Dr.
Swaminathan had seen some of the short wheats in an
international nursery that was set by the US Department
of Agriculture for evaluating yield in different parts of the
world and after seeing these he said that may be these
will help. He invited me to India in 1963. He was the
decisive person in getting this whole process moving.
Many others, thousands of scientists, extension workers,
Government officials including Minister of Agriculture,
Shri C. Subramaniam and Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi,
Agriculture Secretary, Mr. B. Sivaraman, played a
decisive role, the impact of which has been very
encouraging.”

—Norman Borlaug, Mexican Agriculture Scientist,
recipient of Nobel Prize
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to invigorate — upto a degree,
conferring security of tenure on
share croppers.

17. This was the beginning of
. The administrative fabric often

showed signs of strain. 1972 (?) election
brought back Congress and Mr.
Abdul Ghafoor became chief minister. But I
have no clear recollection, except that the Jai
Prakash Narayan Movement brought to the
fore the — still mostly urban-
based.

18. In 1974 I took over as chief secretary,
succeeding PKJ Menon (1941-war service –
Seniority) I remember reminding the then CM
about the hoary ' ' in services,
b e c a u s e m y a p p o i n t m e n t m e a n t
supersession of half-a-dozen ' '
IAS officers! The CM (and cabinet) over-ruled
my objection! But Govt. of India came to my
(and ) rescue. Mr. K. Abraham was
appointed Lt. Gov. of Nagaland; NP Mathur
went to Mizoram, some others found similar

— out of Bihar.

19. But as Chief Secretary, every conceivable
crisis confronted me: Mrs. Gandhi imposed

across the length & breadth of
India. Students' agitation fizzled even as the
legendary J.P. was put on dialysis! By a freak
coincidence the Ganga and the Sone rivers
had simultaneous flooding that spilt over their
right banks, inundating most of the town from
Gandhi Maidan to Danapur, including the two
Secretariats and most bungalows, except Raj
Bhavan. I had to requisition army boats and
central assistance. It took a week for the flood
to subside, but the towns people realized they
were immune to natural calamities!

20. I had barely emerged from the crisis when
C.M. Jagannath Misra's elder brother (and
Mr. G.'s right-hand man) Lalit Narayan Misra
— then union railway minister — suffered
fatal injuries in a bomb-blast at
while addressing a political meeting. Much
against my advice, that he be rushed to
PMCH at Patna, the railway hospitals at
Samastipur (and? Danapur) proved
inadequate — and he died, casting a gloom
on Bihar. Such are the vagaries of nature
affecting fortunes of men! The bomb-blast
pointed to .

21. Eventually, I returned to the Centre in Nov.
1976, first as Secretary to GoI, Ministry of
Steel, and later, as Secretary department of
Social Welfare — the latter during

regime — that had gained support of
Babu Jagjivan Ram.

22. I had an exceedingly satisfactory stint as
Secretary, and played host when G.o.I.
honoured Mother Teresa after she was
awarded in the .

23. After retirement in Sept. 1981, I was
to serve as
from Feb. 1982 upto March,1983 and had the
satisfaction of “installing” an elected
government at Guwahati, under

.

Calcutta has been my home ever since.

LAND REFORMS

ERA MULTI-PARTY

COALITIONS

TO POWER

POWER OF YOUTH

SENIORITY RULE

WAR SERVICE

THEIR

DEPUTATIONS

EMERGENCY

NOT

SAMASTIPUR

ANAND MARGI GOONS

JANATA

PARTY

NOBEL PEACE PRIZE

MR.

HITESHWAR SAIKIA

recorded

recalled

ADVISER TO GOVERNOR OF ASSAM

(Saran Singh, I.A.S. (Retd.), Former Secretary

to Govt. of India & Chief Secretary, Bihar

Ex. Adviser to Governor of Assam]
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Why the provision of a good school education

is the key first step.

Crux of the problem

The twin goals of Indian economic planning have

been rapid all-round economic growth and

equitable sharing of the fruits of development.

The country has made significant progress in

realising the first objective. But the second goal

has remained elusive. After six decades of

planned economic development, the disparities

have widened and some three-quarters of the

population are mired in poverty. The world

financial crisis offers an opportunity to make a

course correction and advance towards inclusive

growth.

It is generally agreed that the Keynesian

prescription of stepping up public spending for

the management of aggregate demand is the

most potent weapon to fight a recession. The

Indian government has already initiated action on

the right lines by enhancing outlay on

infrastructure, particularly on highways, power

and other public works, the NREGA, supply of

foodgrains to the poor at subsidised rates and so

on. But more needs to be done. Here are some

specific suggestions to help the disadvantaged

by giving them access to quality school

education.

The main reasons for India's failure to achieve

inclusive growth and distributive justice are the

failure of land reform, the wrecking of the well-

designed community development programme

that aimed at the all-round development of the

village, the lack of success in providing adequate

employment opportunities at living wages to a

rising population, the neglect of school education

and the absence of special measures designed to

help children of the poor to get a good school

education.

The significant weakness of the Indian economy

is the continued dependence of some 60 per cent

of the workforce on low-productivity agriculture

and allied occupations for employment and living.

The efforts made since Independence have led to

only a small decline in the percentage of the

population dependent on agriculture. In that

period, the share of agriculture in the gross

domestic product declined by more than one half,

resulting in great distress. Even if we achieve an

annual growth of 10 per cent or 12 per cent in

industry, there will be no substantial decrease in

the dependence on agriculture.

Furthermore, it is high time we took note of the

tectonic shift that has taken place in the nature of

industrial employment. In the early stages of

industrialisation, rural workers could migrate to

the cities and seek employment in the textile mills

of Bombay, Ahmedabad or Coimbatore, or the

Tata Iron and Steel mill at Jamshedpur, for

instance. That is no longer possible. The doors of

modern industry will open only to those with good

schooling and the relevant skills. This is equally

THE ROAD TO INCLUSIVE GROWTH

- P. S. Appu
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true of the service sector which has grown fast in

recent years. With the onset of the IT revolution it

has become obligatory for new entrants to

acquire even higher levels of skills. Hence it is a

matter of urgency to provide adequate facilities

for quality school education and impart relevant

skills to the disadvantaged.

The policymakers who introduced reservation for

the disadvantaged in institutions such as the

Indian Institutes of Technology and the Indian

Institutes of Management without ever bothering

to give them access to high-quality school

education put the cart before the horse. What the

politicians really did was to invite the

disadvantaged to a veritable Barmicide's feast!

Only the so-called creamy layer benefit from

reservation. The most effective affirmative action

in the field of education would have been to

provide adequate facilities for quality school

education to children of the weaker sections.

In any purposeful programme to achieve

inclusive growth, the pride of place should go to

education, particularly quality school education.

In this context, the Prime Minister 's

announcement about opening 6,000 Navodaya-

type schools is welcome. Prime Minister Rajiv

Gandhi took a laudable initiative by opening the

Navodaya schools. Unfortunately those schools

ended up catering to the elite. What is now

needed is to reserve 50 per cent seats in existing

and future Navodaya schools for children of the

disadvantaged. This simple, inexpensive step will

be a boon to the poor.

Apart from opening schools, the working of

existing government schools should be improved

as a matter of priority. Some six decades ago,

government schools were among the best

institutions in the country. But today most of them

are in bad shape. While there are numerous

expensive private schools to cater to the needs of

the affluent, the poor mostly depend on

government schools.

Hence the need to improve the functioning of

government schools without losing more time.

There is also a need to expand and modernise

teacher-training facilities. In order to attract better

talent, it is necessary to improve the emoluments

of teachers. A society that compensates clerks in

government offices and banks more liberally than

teachers cannot expect the talented to opt for

teaching.

Opening of schools and improving the functioning

of government schools will not automatically

confer great benefits on the poor. Special steps

are needed to enable students to make use of the

facilities. The greatest handicap that poor

children face is that at home they do not have an

ambience conducive to the pursuit of studies.

This drawback can be overcome to a large extent

if they are lodged in hostels equipped with good

tutors to guide them.

The establishment of schools and the

improvement of government schools will take

time. The provision of quality school education to

children of the poor is crucial and we cannot

afford to wait. A practical solution is to reserve

seats in existing good schools and provide hostel

accommodation and special tuition. It should be

Expand and modernise facilities

A new initiative
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possible to reserve at least 10 per cent of seats in

each class in all Central schools, Sainik schools

and good government schools. Additionally,

good private schools, including those run by

Christian missionaries and others, should be

persuaded to join the endeavour. The

government should, of course, give the institution

ample grants to cover capital and recurring

expenditure. Each student should be given a

scholarship sufficient to meet all legitimate

expenses. Public schools such as the Doon

School, the Rishi Valley School and so on, good

missionary schools like St. Columba's and Jesus

and Mary in Delhi, and others like the Delhi Public

School, should become a part of this.

There should be a caveat added here. Great care

should be taken in selecting the schools. There is

the danger of unsuitable institutions trying to

gatecrash to avail themselves of the generous

financial assistance. Recent years have

witnessed a mushrooming of so-called English

medium schools of poor quality started for

commercial reasons. Such schools should be left

out. In each State, a small committee consisting

of knowledgeable persons of integrity should be

set up to select the schools. If serious efforts are

made it should be possible to admit at least one

lakh poor students in good schools over the next

few years. If successfully implemented, this may

turn out to be the most effective affirmative action

attempted so far.

Though we have succeeded in modernising the

economy and the country has registered

remarkable industrial and agricultural growth, we

have failed to ensure that a fair share of the

growth accrues to the poor. The present

recession is an opportunity to reverse the trend

and implement programmes aimed to achieve

inclusive growth. Investment in school education

should be stepped up in order to help the poor get

quality schooling. The other areas that cry out for

attention and enhanced allocations are an

enlarged and revamped NREGA, public health

and medical care, a reorganised public

distribution system targeting the poor and

augmented housing facilities for the poor, both

urban and rural. There is also a dire need to

revamp the delivery mechanism, making it more

efficient and accountable.

All these measures will necessitate a substantial

additional outlay pushing the fiscal deficit a little

above the projected 6.8 per cent. Considering

that these steps are needed to make a course

correction and ensure inclusive growth, the risk is

a justified one to take. A polity that incurs colossal

wasteful expenditure on a bloated government

machinery, some avoidable subsidies, the supply

of free electricity to prosperous farmers,

distribution of free colour television sets, the

installation of statues of megalomaniac

politicians and so on should not grudge a large

outlay on projects targeted to benefit the weaker

sections. If an amendment to the Fiscal

Responsibility and Budget Management Act

2003 becomes necessary, the Government of

India should amend it without hesitation.

From: The Hindu, Dated 15-09-2009

(P.S. Appu (1951) is a former Chief Secretary

of Bihar and a former Central Land Reforms

Commissioner. He is also a recipient of Padam

Bhushan Award)
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LEARNING FROM JAPAN

- Anil K. Sinha

It was a dark Friday on 11 March 2011 when

Japan - a world leader in disaster preparedness

and management was seen helpless in the hands

of nature and found no answers to its fury. I was in

my office when the disaster happened and I was

informed by a colleague about the catastrophe.

Immediately thereafter I got on to the net and was

totally awestruck and stunned by the videos

showing horrendous play of sheer brute force of

nature decimating and devastating whatever

came its way. As the tragedy unfolded over the

weekend it became obvious that one was

perhaps watching one of the worst combinations

of disasters, complicated ultimately by the

looming nuclear threat. All my prayers,

sympathies and condolences go to all of our

friends and former colleagues, as I have known

many of them, in this hour of terrible natural

disaster, many times larger and stronger than

Kobe earthquake.

A tsunami had struck north-east coast Japan

near the city of Sendai, Following a powerful

earthquake of magnitude 8.9 on Richter scale

(approximately 1400 times stronger than the

Great Hanshin- Awazi earthquake which had hit

Kobe on 17th January 1995). The epicenter of the

earthquake was 380 km northeast of Tokyo

nearer Sendai city in Pacific Ocean. Minutes after

the earthquake, there was an extremely

destructive tsunami with waves of up to 10 meters

and traveling at jet speed of nearly 800 kmph

causing great devastation and destruction on its

way. As per current estimates available over 10

thousand people are feared killed due to

earthquake and tsunami and may more missing

and unaccounted. Radiation from affected

nuclear reactors at Fukushima also added to the

gravity and complexity of the situation in Japan.

Japan happens to be the only nation to have

suffered the worst in human history when atom

bombs were dropped on the cities of Hiroshima

and Nagasaki during Second World War. But it

also goes to its credit that within a couple of

decades it recovered from nearly total

devastation and could become world's third

largest economy by 2010. The latest is also

perhaps the worst complex disaster faced by any

country in the history of natural disasters.

It may be interesting and relevant to recall here

that thirty years ago loss of lives in developing

and developed countries in the wake of natural

calamities was more or less of the same level.

But with years of dedicated and focused work in

all segments of the society, today the loss of

human life due to a large earthquake in Japan has

been reduced and minimized drastically, while it

has enhanced many fold in many developing

countries like ours. There is urgent need for us to

learn from the 'culture of preparedness and

response' combined with resilience that Japan

has developed to disasters and how efficiently it

is bouncing back to normalcy. A disaster of this

magnitude and impact would have taken

decades to recover from, for any developing

country and most of the countries in Asian region

including India. Japan has long and continued

history of disasters and especially earthquakes

and has accordingly developed its resilience and

preparedness through both structural and non-

th
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structural measures. This disaster was also

unique as it brought multiple disasters and each

being more disastrous than other. Present and

future impacts of disasters are still not certain

despite best efforts from Japanese authorities.

Though exact estimation of losses and deaths

are yet to come, from all accounts Japan looks to

have much better control over the situation than

many other countries and this was visible right

through the beginning of the impact. There are

some good practices and lessons that emerge

from earthquake and tsunami. All stakeholders

were prompt in carrying out their designated

responsibilities which resulted in fast and efficient

rescue and response to the situation. National

and local authorities were prompt in responding

to the catastrophe. Media, other agencies and

even community seemed to know their duties and

responsibilities and were seen doing exactly that

instead of creating any panic or chaos.

There are two most important issues to be looked

into in the context of structural measures to

mitigate tsunami disasters in India. We should

review land use rules in coastal areas and their

effective implementation. Another important

issue to be considered is to strengthen tsunami

Early Warning System and relate it to the

communities living in coastal areas through

public awareness and education as to how to

respond in an organized manner in different

situations. Japan could save thousands of lives

and damage to important establishments through

their effective early warning system.

And interesting important observation is on

the role of media during this disaster. With

extensive network of closed circuit televisions

(CCTVs) Japan already has extensive video

coverage of the whole incident which is available

to the government and all others. This shows

their preparedness which would not only capture

such events but could be helpful in ensuring

control over other 'mischievous acts'. If we look

from disasters angle, such extensive coverage

would help in correct assessment of losses and

damages of both lives and properties and can

help in conducting rescue and relief operations as

well. Their usefulness in long term recovery

process too is unquestionable.

We have not seen any hype or sensation being

created by any Japanese media. They have

been highly responsible and committed to their

jobs observing highest of professional and ethical

norms. It was very interesting and inspiring to

see in one of the early videos of NHK, their

national TV, an employee trying to type and

dispatch last bit of information relating to the

disaster even while his colleagues were already

ducking under the tables to save themselves from

the impact of earthquake. A similar and

measured response would be expected from all

media agencies in all countries including India.

People of Japan have also shown extra ordinary

courage in facing this unprecedented calamity.

They are disciplined, calm and aware of their

roles and measures to be taken in such situation.

From whatever information and visuals available,

neither did they 'freeze' nor got into any 'panic or

over reaction', as most people in many of the

countries would do in such circumstances. They

rather knew about what best can be done in such

a situation. They knew what to do and most

importantly how to do. And this comes not

instantly but has to be cultivated as a culture with

decades of hard work in the form of recurrent

training programs combined with regular mock

drills and rehearsals. We, as a community, need

an
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to learn from such examples and do our best to

face such a situation.

Given the focal role of schools in our society it

provides an ideal setting and environment to

develop and cult ivate the 'culture of

preparedness' and that is what will exactly lay the

foundation of reducing risks leading to a resilient

and safe society. It is important to combine

theoretical knowledge with practical awareness –

skills with exercises, training, rehearsals and

drills on a regular basis in a campaign mode will

sow the seeds of a society which is better

prepared and is able to bounce back quickly.

Structural safety of school buildings, no doubt, is

another important aspect which is required to be

enforced.

Techno-legal regime by way of enforcement of

national building codes and building by-laws are

crucial part of preparedness for structural safety

of built environment which is mushrooming all

around. Wherever possible retrofitting of old

unsafe structures will have to be undertaken to

being with for life line buildings like schools,

hospitals, police stations etc. Public education

and awareness will go a long way by way of

breaking the dangerous nexus between the

builders, bureaucracy and political elements

which puts the lives of millions at grave risk.

The above mentioned excerpts of Mr. Koresawa

not only underline that the impact of this disaster

was beyond their preparedness but also

highlights the confidence of the nation in its

people, in their strength and ability to recover

from such a disaster. We would know more

about extent of damages and how Japan in

coping with that but from whatever information

available, we have a lot to learn from their

experience and be prepared for eventualities in

future.

Given our close ties and long relations with Japan

let us pray and wish them all strength,

forbearance and fortitude to cope with most

complex disaster of extraordinary proportions in

human history.

Mr. Atsushi Koresawa, Executive Director of a

the Asian Disaster Reduction Center, Kobe,

Japan and a close friend of mine in a mail last

week observed as below:

Vice-Chairman, Bihar State Disaster

Management Authority, Patna (BSDMA)]

“Last week's earthquake and the subsequent

tsunami have reminded us once again that

our society is still vulnerable to the fury of

nature. While the earthquake was predicted

to occur around that region, the scale was

well beyond our preparedness. This resulted

in human casualties that have reached record

levels. Search and rescue teams are saving

survivors even today. Thousands of people

are still missing and many others are waiting

for aid and emergency supplies. Our priority

is getting to those survivors, providing for

them and recovering the bodies.

Recovery and rebuilding will start shortly. It

will take many years. It is important for Japan

to maintain its strength and solidarity while

making steady progress. Although the

catastrophe has had a large impact on our

society, Japanese people remain calm and

cooperative. I think this is exactly what we

need at this challenging time – a trust in our

society's resilience.”

[Anil K Sinha, IAS (Rtd.)



,d O;fDr lhfer lk/kuksa ds ek/;e ls dSls ,d fojkV
laLFkk dk fuekZ.k dj ldrk gS] Hkkjr dyk Hkou
laxzgky; bldk ,d Toyar mnkgj.k gSA dbZ LFkkuksa
ij HkVdrk gqvk vc ;g fiNys lkB o"kksZ ls dk'kh fgUnw
fo'ofo|ky; dk ,d foHkkx gSA bl laxzg ds dqN
fof'k"V mnkgj.kksa dh ppkZ djus ls igys ge ;gk¡
mlds laf{kIr bfrgkl ij ,d n`f"V MkysaA

izk;% 1910 bZ0 esa dk'kh ds lkfgR;dkj uo;qodksa dh ,d
NksVh lh eaMyh Fkh blds rhu izeq[k lnL; Fks&
egkdfo t;'kadj izlkn] HkkjrsUnq gfj'pUnz ds Hkrhts
vkSj vusd n`f"V;ksa ls izsj.kk lzksr ckcw c`tpUnz vkSj esjs
nknk th in~e foHkw"k.k Lo0 jk; d`".k nkl] tks bldh
/kqjh FksA bu yksxksa ds fnu dk vf/kdka'k Hkkx lkFk&lkFk
chrrk vkSj fuR; u;h&u;h ;kstuk,¡ cuk;h tkrhA
mDr rhuksa fd'kksj ns'k izse vkSj LokfHkeku ls Hkjs&Hkjs gh
ugha Fks cfYd budk mRlkg Nydrk gqvk lk Fkk] lHkh
;kstuk,Wa iwjh gks tk;¡ cfYd ,d {k.k esa iwjh gks tk;¡A
izk;% 1910 ds fy[ks gq, nks iUus cgqr gky rd miyC/k
Fks ijUrq vc ugha fn[kykbZ iM+rsA lkSHkkX;o'k esjs nknk
th us budk lkjka'k viuh vizdkf'kr jpuk *izlkn dh
;kn* esa ns j[kh gS buesa Hkkjr dyk Hkou dk cht :i Hkh
gSa tks ^fofp= oLrq HkaMkj* ds uke ls mfYyf[kr gSA vU;
fo"k;ksa esa vkbZ-lh-,l- ijh{kk ds vH;fFkZ;ksa dks Nk=o`fr
ys ysdj L=h f'k{kk fgUnh esa c`gn~ xzUFk izdk'ku vkfn

dbZ fcUnq gSaA ;g ^fofp= oLrq HkaMkj* vc lkekU; :i
ls izpfyr 'kCn vtk;c ¼fofp= oLrq½ $ ?kj dk
vuqokn izrhr gksrk gSA nknk th ds ikl oa'kkuqxr
dykd`fr;ksa dk laxzg Fkk] og ftl lekt ls Fks og
mRrj eqxy laLd`fr dk okgd FkkA pkjksa vksj
dykd`fr;k¡ gh dykd`fr;k¡ FkhA lkSHkkX;o'k izk;% 1909
esa lqizfl) vouhUnz ukFk VSxksj ls mudk ifjp; gks
x;k] firk&iq= tSlk lEcU/k gks x;k fd os vouh ckcw
ds fudVre O;fDr;ksa esa ls gks x, FksA vxys gha o"kZ
mudk ?kfu"B ifjp; vkpk;Z dqekjLokeh ls gks x;k ;g
lEcU/k u flQZ vkthou cuk jgk cfYd le; ds lkFk
vkSj xk<+k gksrk x;kA

nknk th ds mDr vkys[k ls Kkr gksrk gSa fd izk;% 1919
esa ¼rc os elwjh esa LokLF; ykHk dj jgs Fks½ muds eu esa
,d laLd`fr laLFkk cukus dk fopkj vk;k ftldk uke
ckn esa Hkkjr dyk ifj"kn~ fn;k x;kA Hkkjr dyk Hkou
mldk ,d foHkkx FkkA blds fy, mUgsa mDr nksuksa
vkpk;ksZa dk gkfnZd vfHkuUnu feykA dk'kh ykSVdj
tc mUgksaus viuh fe=&eaMyh esa bldh ppkZ dh rks
vf/kdka'k us lkspk fd ;g mudh ,d jbZlh ekSt gS tSls
fuR; u;h mitrh gS vkSj foyhu gks tkrh gSA mUgksaus
;g laLFkk [kksyh ftlus vxys o"kZ lkslkbZVh ,sDV ds
vUnj jftLVªs'ku djk fy;kA vxys o"kZ 01 tuojh]
1920 esa bl laLFkk us :i ys fy;kA nknk th ds vkxzg
ls fo'o dfo johUnz ukFk Bkdqj blds v/;{k gq, vkSj
fp=kpk;Z vouhUnz ukFk Bkdqj blds mik/;{kA
laxzgky; ds vfrfjDr blesa fp=dyk foHkkx vkSj
laxhr dyk foHkkx Hkh Fks ftlesa fo|kfFkZ;ksa dks bu
fo"k;ksa dh f'k{kk nh tkrh Fkh ij f'k{k.k foHkkx dqN gha
o"kksZa esa cUn djus iM+s D;ksafd fo|kFkhZ ugha feysA laxzg
dk;Z pyrk jgk fQj ;g laxzg ,d LFkku ls nwljs LFkku
ij ;k=k djrk gqvk 1930 esa LFkkuh; dk'kh ukxjh
izpkfj.kh lHkk esa LFkkukUrfjr gqvk vkSj ogk¡ 20 o"kksZa

Hkkjr dyk Hkou & ,d ifjp;

& Jherh LofLr pkS/kjh
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jgdj dk'kh fo'ofo|ky; esaA

Hkkjr dyk Hkou] Hkkjrh; dyk ds fof'k"Vre
laxzgky;ksa esa ls ,d gS vkSj Hkkjrh; dyk ds vUrjkZ"Vªh;
mnkgj.kksa ds laxzg ds :i esa fo'o Lrj ij vfHkuUnuh;
gSA izk;% ,d O;fDr vdsys bruk fo'kky vkSj mRd`"V
laxzg] og Hkh vR;Ur lhfer lk/kuksa ds }kjk dj ldrk
gS bldk vU;re mnkgj.k gSA

bl laxzg dk lcls izeq[k fp= foHkkx gS ftlesa izk;%
8 10 gtkj fp= gSa blds vUrxZr ;|fi lHkh 'kSfy;ksa
ds fp= gSa ijUrq bldk jktLFkkuh vkSj igkM+h 'kSfy;ksa
dk vn~Hkqr laxzg lalkj izfl) gSaA blds mnkgj.k ns'kh
fons'kh izdk'kuksa esa xkSjoiw.kZ LFkku izkIr djrs vk, gSaA
bldk laxzg fo'ks"k :i ls vkpk;Z dqekjLokeh us izkjEHk
fd;k Fkk fQj Hkh izk;% 1920&25 esa og Hkh cUn gks x;k
FkkA blds ckn fNViqV laxzg gks jgs FksA nknk th us
blds laxzg dks ,d ubZ xfr nh vkSj ns'k&fons'k esa
bldh gksM+ py iM+h ;gk¡ rd fd izk;% 1930 esa ftl
Js.kh ds fp=ksa dk nke 10&15 :0 izfr fp= Fkk og vc
[kksts ugha feyrs vkSj vUrjkZ"Vªh; Lrj ij 5&5] 10&10
yk[k ds gks x,A nwljs 'kCnksa esa tks fp= Hkkjrh; laxzgksa
esa cp x, os gekjh jk"Vªh; lEifr gSa vU;Fkk ;k rks
fons'k pys x, ;k u"V gks x,A bl n`f"V ls la[;k vkSj
fof'k"Vrk nksuksa gh n`f"V ls izFke LFkku rks jk"Vªh;
laxzgky;] ubZ fnYyh dk gS rks f}rh; LFkku Hkkjr dyk
Hkou laxzg dk gSA ijUrq /;ku nsus ;ksX; gS fd ,d ds
ihNs vikj /ku jkf'k vkSj jktdh; 'kfDr Fkh nwljh vksj
izk;% ,d lEHkzkUr ukxfjd dk iz;RuA ij dyk Hkou ds
ikl ,d cgqr cM+h 'kfDr Fkh og Fkh nknk th dh dyk
ds izfr laosnu'khyrk vkSj ij[kA ,sls dbZ mnkgj.k gSa
ftlesa jk"Vªh; laxzgky; ds ^,DliVZ* pwd x,] mUgksaus
dykd`fr dks vLohdkj dj fn;k] nknkth dk ckj&ckj
le>kuk O;FkZ x;k ij ykHk esa dyk Hkou jgkA ckn esa
lHkh us mls Lohdkj fd;kA ,sls vusd jkspd o`ÙkkUr gSaA
jk"Vªh; laxzgky; dh Ø; lfefr ds lkeus cM+s vkdkj
dh ikslZyhu dh ,d cM+h r'rjh foØ; ds fy, vkbZ
ftls ^r'r* dgrs gSaA ;g eqxy lezkV 'kkgtgk¡ ds
O;fDrxr mi;ksx dh lkexzh FkhA ckj&ckj f?klus ds

dkj.k bl ij vafdr iq"i lTtk /kwfey iM+ xbZ Fkh
ijUrq fiNyh vksj blds xksM+s ¼LVSUM½ ij lqfyfi ds
ckn'kkg dk uke vkfn fn;k FkkA yksxksa us bls tkyh
le>k] nknkth dh ckr u lquh xbZ rc mUgksaus lfefr
dh vuqefr ds vk/kkj ij mls dyk Hkou ds fy, izkIr
dj fy;k fQj mls oSKkfudksa ls tapok;k rks nknkth
dh ckr iDdh fudyh D;ksafd mDr ys[k ij phuh

feV~Vh dk ogh ysi p<+k Fkk tks lewps r'r ij FkkA

;ksa rks dyk Hkou laxzg esa tgkWaxhj ds O;fDrxr mi;ksx
ds rhu I;kysa gSa ij ,d dk fo'ks"k ,sfrgkfld egRo gSA
oLrqr% ;g ckn'kkg ds iwoZt vkSj rSewjyax ds ikS= myqx
csx dk I;kyk FkkA tgk¡xhj us ml ij viuk uke Hkh
[kqnok fn;kA blh izdkj dk ,d I;kyk mldh
vkRedFkk rqtqd&,&tgka¡xhjh esa mfYyf[kr gSA ¼;g
Lisu ds fdlh laxzgky; esa crk;k tkrk gS½ bls Hkh
rFkkdfFkr fo}kuksa us uk ikl dj fn;k Fkk D;ksafd bl
ij mRdh.kZ ys[k ij pk¡nh ds rkj dh js[kk,¡ VwVh&QwVh
FkhA fdlh vKkuh us NsM+&NkM+ dh Fkh nknkth dh ckr
u lquh x;h rc mUgksaus mls dyk Hkou ds fy, izkIr
dj fy;k D;ksafd ml vKkuh us dksuksa ij cps ys[k dks
NksM+ fn;k Fkk tks tgk¡xhj dkyhu 'kSyh ds gSaA

Hkkjr dyk Hkou ds fo'kky HkaMkj ds dsoy ,d fp= dk
o.kZu fd;k tk jgk gS ;g esokM+ 'kSyh dk vkjafHkd 18oha
'krh dk fp= gS] d`".kyhyk fp=ekyk ds vUrxZr fo"k;
gS nkokuy ikuA nkokuy ds Hk;kud rki ls ekuksa lkjk
okrkoj.k ri dj ihyk gks x;k gS] ouLifr ds uke ij
b/kj&m/kj ?kkl ds xqPNs gSaA ,d vksj bl jk{klh vkx

&
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lsa f?kjs gq, xk;&cNM+s lges lges ls gSa muds fudV
?kcjk, gq, xksi&xksfi;k¡ gSaA Lo;a nkokuy dh vkd`fr
,d vtxj ds lkeku gS ftlds 'kjhj ls dVhyh yiVsa
fudy jgha gSA lkFk&lkFk ngdrh gqbZ vfXu dh Hkh
vfHkO;fDr 'kq) lksus ds vkys[ku ls gqbZ gSA eq[;
vkd`fr ds :i esa nwj ls vkrs gq, fd'kksj d`".k dh
vkd`fr gkFk mBk, gq, os vHk;nku ns jgs gSaA fQj vkxs
c<+dj ,d vksj nkfgus iSj ls nkokuy :ih bl Hk;adj
tUrq dks dqpy jgs gSa vkSj nwljh vksj ekuks mls ihrs tk
jgs gSaA vFkkZr~ n`'; dh Hk;adjrk mlls mits =kl vkSj
nSoh d`ik }kjk jf{kr c`t ds xksiky ,oa xk;sa bu rhuksa
euksn'kkvksa dks fHkUu&fHkUu ifjfLFkfr;ksa vkd`fr;ksa vkSj

jaxksa ls Hkjs vkosxiw.kZ :i esa izdV fd;k x;k gSA

Hkkjr dyk Hkou dk ewfrZ foHkkx vkdkj esa cgqr cM+k
ugha gS fd mldh rqyuk cM+s laxzgky;ksa ls dh tk lds
ijUrq izLrj ewfrZ;ksa esa dqN ,sls vuks[ks jRu gSa tks lalkj
esa cstksM+ gSaA mnkgj.k ds fy, d`".k xkso/kZu/kkjh dh
ewfrZ gS tks izkjfEHkd xqIrdky dh ekuh tkrh gSa vkSj
ftlds cgqr gh de mnkgj.k izkIr gSaA blesa cky d`".k
dk fojkV :i vFkkZr~ nks fHkUu vkSj foijhr O;fDr;ksa dh

,d lkFk vfHkO;fDr dh xbZ gSA xkso/kZu ioZr ds Hkkj ls
mudk 'kjhj FkksM+k ypd x;k gS ;g vkxs pydj
leLr ewfrZ;ksa esa ijEijkxr :i ls fn[kk;k tkrk gS ij
;gk¡ mldk iz;ksxkRed Lo:i feyrk gS muds 'kjhj ij
eyeyh /kksrh dh pqUuVsa lqUnjrk ls mdsjh x;h gSaA
muds Hkjs gq, psgjs ij lUrqf"V dh ,d eqLdku gS vkSj
vk¡[ksa izlUurk dk Hkko fy, v/k[kqyh gSaA ;g fo'o
izfl) o`gnkdkj ewfrZ gSA

Hkkjr dyk Hkou laxzg dh ,d fo'o izfl) ewfrZ dqN
vFkksZa esa cstksM+ gSA bldk Bhd&Bhd iz;kstu Li"V ugha
gS ijUrq ;g 'kkfUr Lrwi ds rksj.kksa ij vkSj dq"kk.k eFkqjk
'kSyh ds LrEHkksa ij izk;% feyrh gS izLrqr ewfrZ Hkh

dq"kk.kdkyhu ¼yxHkx nwljh lnh bZLoh½ gS ij ¼Ýh
LVSfUMax½ Lora= vFkkZr~ pkjksa vksj ls mdsjh gqbZ gS blesa
,d izlUuonuk ;qorh izlk/ku eatw"kk ¼Ük`axkj fiVd½
mBk, gq, gSa vkSj nwljs gkFk esa djok ¼xsM+qvk] Ük`axkjd½
fy, tk jgh gSA vkpk;Z LVSyk ØSefj'k ds 'kCnksa esa iwjh
vkd`fr ^lcM~;wM uSpjfyTe* :i esa izLrqr dh x;h gSaA
vFkkZr~ LokHkkfodrkokn esa LoPNUnrk ugha gSa cfYd
ijEijkoknh rRo Hkh lfEefyr gSaA bl vkd`fr dh tku

bl laxzg esa bl Js.kh ds 'krkf/kd fp= gSaA
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;qorh dk vYgM+iu gS tks lEiw.kZ vkd`fr esa fn[kkbZ nsrk
gSA gkFk esa yh gqbZ fiVkjh dk <Ddu gYdk lk [kqy x;k
gS mlesa j[kh x;h ekyk,¡ ckgj Nyd lh xbZ gSa mldh
eqLdku psgjs ij QSyrh gqbZ vk¡[kksa ds dksus rd QSyh gqbZ
gSaA

mÙkj izns'k ds ,Vk ftys ls izkIr ,d ewfrZ ij f'ko
fookg dk n`'; vafdr gSA ;g izfrgkj 'kSyh ¼izk;% nloha
lnh½ dh gSA eq[; vkd`fr;ksa dks cM+k djds fn[kk;k
x;k gS 'ks"k xkS.k :i ls mifLFkr gSaA f'ko ikoZrh
lIrinh ds Qsjs yxk jgs gSaA lglk Hkxoku f'ko dks
lkSUn;Z dh izfrek uoo/kw ikoZrh dk eq[k ns[kus dh bPNk
gksrh gS os lglk ?kwe tkrs gSa ftlls muds lkjs 'kjhj esa
vkd"kZd Hkafxek QSy tkrh gS ftldk vadu ckjhdh ls
fd;k x;k gSA f'ko&ikoZrh ds oL=ksa ds uk[kwuh fdukjs
pyus ds dkj.k gYds gYds myV tkrs gSaA lcls vn~Hkqr
vadu ikoZrh ekrk dk gS tks bl vizR;kf'kr ijUrq
Ük`axkfjd ?kVuk ls lglk fBBd tkrh gS vkSj muds

gksBksa ij ,d ljl eqLdku QSy tkrh gSa ftlds
izfrfØ;kLo:i f'ko Hkh eqLdqjk mBrs gSa tks /khjksnkÙk
Lo:i dk izn'kZu djrs gSaA

buds vfrfjDr Hkkjr dyk Hkou laxzg esa vusd ewfrZ;ksa
ds lkFk&lkFk e`.ewfrZ;ksa ¼VsjkdksVk½ dk Hkh fo'kky laxzg
gSA

;gk¡ jRu vkHkw"k.k foHkkx dh izn'kZuh LVªk¡x :e esa yxkbZ
xbZ gS tks fu/kkZfjr le; ij gh n'kZdksa dks fn[kk;h
tkrh gSaA eqxy jktiwr dky ds dbZ mRd`"V mnkgj.k
gSaA izkphu dky dk ,d lksus ds i= ij mHkjh gqbZ
vkd`fr;ksa okyk ,d Qyd gS blds okLrfod iz;ksx dks
ysdj vusd lq>ko gSa ij dksbZ fuf'pr fu"d"kZ ugha
izrhr gksrkA ;g fjiksts 'kSyh esa izLrqr dh x;h gSa tks
laHkor% fdlh dkB ;k iRFkj ds VqdM+s ij tekbZ xbZ Fkh
bl izdkj iwtuh; Hkh gks ldrh gSaA dgk tkrk gS fd
iVuk uxj ds ¼orZeku½ fdyk gkml {ks= ls izkIr gqbZ
Fkh tks ml dky esa bZLV bfUM;k dEiuh 'kSyh dh
bekjr FkhA blesa csgn eghu dkjhxjh }kjk dykdkj us
bls ihNs ls ihV ihV dj orZeku :i fn;kA bl ij
ia[knkj uo;qod vkSj uo;qorh fn[kk, x, gSaA

nwljh vkd`fr iq[kjkt ¼fØLVy½ dh cuh cPpksa ds xys
esa /kkj.k djusokyh dBqyh ¼tarj½ gS ftlds nksuksa Nksj
ij ck?k ds u[k cus gS vkSj chp esa ,d L=hewfrZ ¼laHkor%
ekr`dk½ dh vkd`fr gS tks 'kqaxdky ¼izk;% 200 bZ0iw0½
dh gSA lalkj Hkj esa blds tksM+ dh rhu&pkj vkd`fr;kWa
gh izkIr gSA ;g cPpksa dks dqn`f"V ls j{kk djrh FkhA

bl laxzg esa izLrqr xqykch ehus dk iku j[kus dk fMCck
gS tks mUuhloha lnh ds mÙkjk)Z dk gSA xqykch ehuk
dsoy cukjl esa curk Fkk vkSj mldh ekax leLr mRrj
Hkkjr esa FkhA ;g fMCck chdkusj ds jktdqy ls fudyk
Fkk] ,slh ijEijk gSA blds <Ddu ij l|% f[kys xqykc
dk gkf'k;k gS] pkjksa vksj vR;Ur lqUnj i{kh cus gSA
buds ia[k vkSj iw¡N rFkk xqykc ds Qwyksa esa ifRr;ksa ds
eksM+ cM+h pk#rk ls fpf=r gSaA

eqxy oa'k ds lkFk&lkFk ;'kc ¼tsM½ iRFkj dh
vkd`fr;ksa dk izpyu gqvk ;|fi mRrj eqxydkyhu
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¼izk;% 17oha 18oha lnh½ ds mnkgj.k lkekU; :i ls
feyk djrs gSa ijUrq 17oha lnh ds nqyZHk gSaA buds
vf/kdka'k laxzg fons'kksa esa gSA Hkkjro"kZ esa dyk Hkou ds
vfrfjDr cgqr lhfer la[;k esa miyC/k gSA dyk Hkou
esa bl Js.kh dh nks&rhu ryokj dh ewaBs gSaA ,d esa rksrk
cuk gS vU; fof'k"Vrkvksa ds vykok ;g ,d NksVs ls
nkus ;k chtksa dks pksap esa nck, gSA bruk gh ugha] mldh
thHk dks rksrksa ds leku gh [kqjnjh cuk;k x;k gSA
nwljh ewaB esa rjk'k dj cukbZ gqbZ uhy xk; dh vkd`fr
gSA mlus vius vksBksa dks dldj nck j[kk gS uFkqus
QM+d jgs gaS ftlls og [krjs dks nwj ls lwa?k ys( dku
mBs gSa fd vkokt idM+ ysA

Hkkjr dyk Hkou ds flDds foHkkx esa gtkj ls vf/kd
uewus laxzghr gS buesa eqxydkyhu pk¡nh vkSj rk¡cksa ds
flDdksa dk laxzg fof'k"V gSA bruk gh ugha izR;sd
ckn'kkg ds izR;sd o"kZ] eghus vkSj Vdlky ds Øec)
mnkgj.k gSA lksus ds flDdks esa xqIrdkyhu laxzgksa ds
izk;% lHkh mnkgj.k gS] dsoy pUnzxqIr f}rh; ds *pØ
foØe* izdkj dks NksM+djA ,dk/k ,sls Hkh mnkgj.k gS
tks vU;= dgha Hkh ugha gSA FkksM+s eqxydkyhu lksus ds
flDds Hkh gS ijarq lcls egRoiw.kZ lezkV vdcj dh *jke
lh;* izdkj dh vBUuh gS ftlij ukxjh esa rqylhnkl
dk fiz; 'kCn *jkelh;* fy[kk gS blds vk/kkj ij bldh
lgh igpku gks ikbZA pUnzxqIr izFke dk Hkh ,d vuks[kk
flDdk gSA

Hkkjr dyk Hkou dk oL= foHkkx Hkh n'kZuh; gSA blesa
tgk¡xhj vkSj 'kkgtgk¡ dky ds d'ehjh nks'kkysa gSaA
budh igpku buij cus iqf"ir cwaVksa ds vk/kkj ij Hkh
gksrh gS tks ih<+h nj ih<+h #fp ifjorZu ds lkFk cnyrs
tk jgs FksA budk feyku eqxyksa ds LFkkiR;ksa ij cus csy
cwaVksa ls dh tkrh gSA bl izdkj budk dky fu/kkZj.k gks
ikrk gSA 17oha 'krh ds mnkgj.k fxus pqus gh izkIr gq,
gSaA blds ckn 19oha lnh ds izkjaHk rd bu d'ehjh
'kkyksas dh ,d Ük`a[kyk lh cuk tkrh gSA

vU; fo/kkvksa esa cukjl] xqtjkr vkfn ds tjh ds dke]
xqtjkr dk iVksyk] caxky dk eyey] ckywpj] iatkc

dh Qqydkfj;k¡] pack ds fpf=r :eky] y[kuÅ ds
fpdu vkfn ds vusd vR;Ur fof'k"V mnkgj.k ;gka
laxzghr gS tks vkt ds dkjhxjksa dks gh ugha 'kks/kdRrkZvksa
ds fy, Hkh vR;Ur egRoiw.kZ lkexzh gSA buds vfrfjDr
flys oL=ksa eas Hkh cgqr lh ,slh fof/k;k¡&tks vc e`r gks
pqdh gSa&ds Hkh mnkgj.k gSa tSls&dslj ds jax ls fpf=r
,d lkM+h vkfnA

buds vfrfjDr vusd egRoiw.kZ foHkkx gSa tSls& dk'kh
foHkkx] laxhr foHkkx] e`.ewfrZ foHkkx] vL= 'kL= foHkkx]
vyad`r crZuksa ds foHkkx vkfnA ijUrq lcls izeq[k
jksfjd foHkkx gSA :lh vfHktkR; oxZ ds fudksyl
jksfjd us fgeky; esa viuk thou O;rhr fd;k] os
'kkafroknh Fks vkSj /keZ ds vuq;k;hA ;|fi mUgksaus vussd
fp= cuk, ftueas mDr lans'kksa dks eq[kfjr fd;k ijUrq
;s fp= vR;ar nqyZHk gSaA dyk Hkou ds vfrfjDr vius
ns'k dh fdlh lkoZtfud laxzgky; esa laHkor% miyC/k
ugha gSA

;gka ,d lkfgR; foHkkx Hkh gS ftlesa fgUnh ds nqyZHk
izdk'kuksa ds vfrfjDr vusd Louke/kU; ys[kdksa dh
ik.Mqfyfi;kWa Hkh lqjf{kr gSa mnkgj.k ds fy, lqizfl)
*'krjat ds f[kykM+h* vkSj *mlus dgk Fkk* dh
ik.Mqfyfi;k¡a Hkh gSaA yxHkx pkj&ik¡p lkS Ik= gSaA

var esa ,d fof'k"V ohFkh ¼xSyjh½ dk mYys[k vko';d
gS ;g egkeuk enu eksgu ekyoh; th dks lefiZr gS
ftlesa muds thouksi;ksxh oLrqvksa] QksVksxzkQ vkSj
gLrys[k vkfn iznf'kZr gSA

laHkor% Hkkjr dyk Hkou ds laxzg esa ,d yk[k nl
gtkj ;k mlls Hkh vf/kd lkefxz;k¡ gSA ,d lkèkkj.k
O;fDr us vlkèkkj.k laxzg dSls fuekZ.k fd;k ;g
vk'p;Z izjs.kk vkSj xkSjo dh gh ckr gSA ge ml fnO;
vkRek ds izfr bu 'kCnksa }kjk J)k¡tfy O;Dr djrs gSaA

[Jherh LofLr pkS/kjh] Jh v’kksd dqekj pkS/kjh]
Hkk-iz-ls- ¼1972½ dh iRuh gSa % os ts0Mh0 foesal

dkWyst bfrgkl foHkkx esa O;k[;krk gSaA]
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THE SAGA OF PARVATIAMMA FAMILY

- Anil Kumar Upadhyay

Parvatiamma and her family we inherited as a

part of 5, President's Estate, when it was allotted

to me in early 1990 as Director in the President's

Secretariat. The sprawling bungalow at the

corner of Willingdon Crescent (now Mother

Teresa Crescent) near RML Hospital roundabout

had an equally sprawling outhouse comprising of

six living units, four of which were occupied by

Parvatiamma and her family. On the first day they

dutifully lined up before my wife and as per the

standard protocol of Delhi Government quarters,

asked her politely whether we could let them stay

or would have them leave. Since we had no

domestic help of our own and my predecessor

Neelkanthan had given strong recommendation,

we had no particular reason to ask them to

vacate. And then started a long association with a

most amazing family embodying the best of

human spirit, perseverance and generosity.

Parvatiamma was clearly the Queen Bee of her

family. She had four children, five in fact – but the

eldest, Rani was already married. The four that

came to us were the sons Shanmugam, Murthy

and daughters Mani and Vijji. Mani and Vijji, 12

and 10 were about my daughters' age and

became their playmates. The boys, who were

elder, were in class nine-ten. They did not seem to

have it in them to go beyond school. But they,

especially Murthy had something else which was

much more valuable in life as I later discovered.

Parvatiamma also had a sort of husband,

Venkatesh, who was not up to much good –

beyond fathering the five children there was not

much evidence of his role in bringing up the family.

My coming to Delhi from Patna was a routine

matter of central deputation. Parvatiamma's

journey on the other hand from a remote tribal

hamlet in Tamil Nadu to Delhi a few years back,

her struggling here and there and then landing at

5, President's Estate was a story of struggles and

drama of epic proportions.

Successive droughts in her village had brought

the family to the brink of starvation. She decided

one day to pack her family and her meagre

possessions and boarded GT Express to Delhi –

she had heard of some distant cousin from a

nearby village who had migrated to Delhi and was

getting on with life as a domestic help. On

landing at New Delhi railway station, how could

Parvatiamma, not knowing a word other than

Tamil with five children from age 3 to 13 years in

tow, manage to reach her cousin is one of the

enduring mysteries about the family. The cousin

fixed her with an Under Secretary's household in

Minto Road multi-storeyed apartment, the low

end of babu housing. By dint of her hard work she

progressed to a Deputy Secretary house and

then met Neelkanthan on South Indian network

and landed at 5, President's Estate. By the side

she had also got a part time job with a Canara

Bank branch, courtesy a kind-hearted South

Indian manager, to serve tea and water to the

manager and the bank 's customers.

Subsequently, she had her husband also

engaged in the same branch on part time basis.

On our first Deewali in the house, Parvatiamma

stood at the door smiling with a box of sweets and
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a gift hamper in her hand which she wanted to

give us. We were taken aback. She assured us

she had not paid for it, it was a gift from the bank.

But surely she had a family of her own and a big

one at that. She said she had got two sets from

the bank, one for herself and another for her

– what would she do with two of these. Her

insistence and sincereity was stronger than our

protest. Thereafter, every Deewali or New Year

or any festival, Parvatiamma would be there with

goodies and sweets, because she had got two

sets from the bank and she could do with one and,

therefore, the other she had to give to us. Very

rarely one comes across giving away with such

large heartedness.

During our stay in the house Parvatiamma was

able to find a very worthy match for Mani. The boy

was a junior engineer in the Railways. Sometime

after the marriage Parvatiamma came up to me

for a small help whether I could put in a word to

someone in the Railways for allotting him a

quarter on priority. Not too long ago I had a rather

unflattering experience with the Railway Board.

On a relatively relaxed day I had gone over to the

Railway Board planning to take a stroll down the

corridors to see if I could find some old SCRA

friends. To my surprise they did not allow any

other ID than the Railway Board's. The Haryanvi

security did not care that I was coming from the

office of the supreme authority in the country, the

President of India, on whose pleasure he held his

job. He wanted me to get an entry pass made at

the reception, which was impossible as I was on

an exploratory trip and secondly, there was

complete bedlam and chaos at the reception from

hundreds of people seeking entry – all were train

reservation seekers in the HQ quota with some

connection to some Railway Board staff. With

this experience fresh in my mind I told

Parvatiamma I would get back to her within a

week after I had done some research to locate

some contact. Within a few days I called her to

take down the detail when she told me her work

was already done, she had already met the

Minister of State for Railways who was from Tamil

Nadu. But I was still disbelieving, how could she

get past the security. Well, the security was

indeed nasty to her, she gave back in full

measure, how dare they stop her from meeting

her MP. She went upstairs. There too the security

tried to act difficult and the same drama followed.

Hearing the commotion the MoS sent for her. He

asked his staff to prepare her application on

which he wrote something on the margin, and

now the allotment order was issued. I told her,

henceforth I would seek her help for any work in

the Railways such as reservations etc.

After schooling Shanmugam did some odd jobs,

Murthy learned driving and was employed to

drive a private car on a pittance which is the norm

in the unorganised sector.

I reverted to Patna in 2005. Parvatiamma family

kept in touch with us. One day Murthy gave us

the good news that he had bought the rickety

ambassador he was driving from the owner, and

therefore, next time when I visited Delhi I could

call him for local travels. On one of my Delhi visits

Murthy asked me if it was an official visit. On my

saying yes, he fished out a printed receipt on

behalf of Karuna Transport Company. Karuna

was the name of his wife, and he had set up this

partnership firm in her name. On occasions when

my wife accompanied me to Delhi, Parvatiamma

would come along in Murthy's car with ,

in a hotcase – South Indian snacks she cooked

were easily the best we had anywhere.

aadmi

idlis vadas
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On every subsequent visit I found Murthy's

business had grown some more. He would have

bought a new Indica or a new Esteem if a

corporate client required this car on long term

lease. He himself drove the old ambassador, but

he employed a number of drivers. He had

unrestricted entry to any VIP parking lot, as his

car bore MP parking label. This MP Sahib who

had engaged him would be mostly out of Delhi, he

would be in Delhi only during the sessions.

Murthy's business seemed to grow horizontally

too. When he drove, his mobile phone never

ceased to ring. It would not be only about car

rental – the conversation could be on tissue

culture, partnership deed, flat, meetings,

appointments, income tax return etc. He was into

what he called liaison business – fixing

appointments of industrialists and businessmen,

Indian or foreign, visiting Delhi with MPs and

others. His other businesses were 'direct selling'

such as Amway and, real estate, travel agencies

etc. He had reached a level where every month a

good amount of money would come to him

automatically.

I came back to Delhi in 2004, and our contact was

renewed. When I was in the Ministry of Defense,

Murthy asked me if I could recommend to him the

name of a good DRDO scientist. I knew there was

nothing in the world he could not do, but even

from Murthy this was a bit thick and I could not see

a connection why he needed this information.

He explained he was associated with a Kolkata-

based NGO which every year honoured a

distinguished person as 'Jewel of India'. The

award comprised a citation and Rs. 5 lakhs in

cash. The previous year they had awarded Dr

Kasturirangan and the President was the Chief

Guest. They would again like to reward a

scientist.

MoD being a huge ocean I did not know anyone in

DRDO as it was way off my domain of work. But

some middle level DRDO scientists were

regulars at the same tennis courts I went to in RK

Puram, Sector-13. I asked Dr. Reddy for info, who

was obviously incredulous at the story, but

mentioned that as a scientist Dr Pillai, who was in-

charge of BrahMos project, was highly regarded

even though he was not the top man in DRDO. I

dutifully passed on the info to Murthy. He made a

formal request to Dr Pillai who obtained the

required permission to receive the award. In

parallel, Murthy also approached the President's

Secretariat for his consent to do the honour of

handing over the award. President Kalam with his

DRDO background very graciously accepted the

invitation.

Murthy met me after some time. Out of curiosity I

asked him how the award function went. He was

somewhat downcast, some technical hitch had

occurred. West Bengal government had sent a

vague report that they were not aware of the

antecedents of that NGO. Murthy asked me

whether I could talk to someone in West Bengal

Government. I could not off-hand think of anyone

high enough in West Bengal I could talk to. But

frankly this being a sensitive matter I did not want

to get into it. I gave him a gratuitous advice that

the President's programme would always have

some uncertainty; why did he not try a lesser

dignitary instead such as Governor. Seeing my

reluctance, Murthy did not press further, but his

body language conveyed, “Don't you worry, now I

would do something about it myself”.

One day at the tennis court, when I had forgotten

about this episode, my DRDO friend excitedly

told me that indeed Dr Pillai had received the

award at the hands of President Kalam in
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Kolkata. We could not help being amazed at this

incredible chain of events in which a casual

conversation between two persons at the tennis

courts, quite unknown to Dr Pillai, led to a

substantial cash award to him. Dr Pillai obviously

till today is not aware how this happy incident in

his life came about. Murthy told me he was finally

able to resolve the issue with the West Bengal

government who sent a clear NOC for the

President's visit.

With Parvatiamma family you never cease to get

surprises. In my current assignment as

Secretary, Department of Youth Affairs, Govt of

India, I along with my wife went on my first visit to

Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth

Development at Sriperumbudur near Chennai in

December 2009. RGNIYD, an autonomous

organisation under the Department, which is now

a deemed university, was set up in the memory of

late PM Rajiv Gandhi at the site of his martyrdom.

A young sari-clad lady chirpily came to us,

We recognised her

instantly; the fact that we were seeing her after 17

years had not dimmed our memory – she was

Parvatiamma's youngest daughter, Vijji. Of all

the places in the world what was she doing there?

She explained she was working as a steno in the

RGNIYD. Now she was happily married with two

children. She knew about our programme, but

she wanted to give us a surprise; therefore, she

had not called us. Her employment was on

contract basis. Therefore, there was always

some element of uncertainty. But in true

Parvatiamma family tradition, she had already

made herself indispensable. Leveraging her

schooling in Delhi, she was doubling up as Hindi

translator. I generally had a sceptical view of

Rajbhasha Vibhag, but for the first time I thanked

them for doing something useful.

Murthy's turn-over is now about to cross a crore

rupees, which does not put him in big league. His

direct business may be lean, but his main

strength lies in his delivering a single-window,

turn-key solution to your any requirement in a

networking mode. For example, if you are

organising an international conference, you can

safely bank upon him to provide you all services

from transportation, signage, backdrops, printing

to venue etc. His elder brother Shanmugam

helps him in his business.

Parvatiamma and Venkatesh's bank jobs have

since been regularised. They would retire with

handsome benefits in 2011. They have

constructed a house on the outskirts of Rohini.

Venkatesh's drinking and getting physically

violent has greatly reduced, aware as he is that

now the children are grown up to come to the

support of their mother.

If I had told you in the beginning that this was a

story which had a remote tribal village in Tamil

Nadu, drought, starvation, GT Express, maid

servant, her school dropout son, President's

Estate, IAS officer, DRDO scientist, tennis court,

Project Director, supersonic cruise missile

BrahMos, Karuna Transport Company, NGO,

West Bengal government and the President of

India, you would have rightly thought this was

some crazy fiction. As a matter of fact, no fiction

can be stranger than the true story of

Parvatiamma and her family.

uncleji,

auntieji, aapne pehchana?

[Anil Kumar Upadhyay, I.A.S. (1975), is

Secretary to Government of India,

Department of Youth Affairs.]
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Hkkjrh; izca/ku laLFkku mRd`"Vrk ds dsUnz

& O;kl feJ

iwjs fo'o ds vkfFkZd ifjn`'; ij vxj utj nkSM+kbZ tk;
rks fodflr ,oa fodkl'khy nksuksa izdkj dh vFkZ
O;oLFkkvksa ds lqpk: izca/ku ds fy, is'ksoj izca/kdksa dh
t:jr utj vkrh gSA og le; chr x;k tc
izksizkbZVj'khi ds vk/kkj ij O;olk; dk lapkyu gksrk
FkkA ^^izksizkbZVj'khi** esa oa'kokn dh ijaijk ds vk/kkj ij
ekfyd&izca/kd O;olk; dk lapkyu fd;k djrs FksA
;wjksi esa vkS|ksfxd Økafr ds ckn NksVs&NksVs O;olk;ksa]
[kkl dj eSuqQSDpfjax ds {ks= esa] dh txg cM+h ,oa
'kfDr'kkyh dEifu;k¡ vfLrRo esa vk;h gSaA bu dEifu;ksa
ds izca/ku esa ekfydksa dh ctk; is'ksoj izca/ku ra= dh
egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk gS ,oa loksZPp fu.kZ;dkjh laLFkk ds :Ik
esa funs'kd eaMy dk xBu fd;k tkrk gSA vkS|ksfxd
Økafr ds le; ls VsEl unh esa cgqr ikuh cg pqdk gSA vc
ije 'kfDr'kkyh cgqjk"Vªh; dEifu;k¡ vk x;h gSaA
cgqjk"Vªh; dEifu;k¡ dsoy esuqQSDpfjax ds {ks= esa gh ugha
vfirq lsokvksa ,oa dUlYVsUlh ds {ks= esa Hkh dke dj jgh
gSaA f}rh; fo'o ;q) ds ckn iwjh nqfu;k esa mnkjokn dh
ygj iSnk gqbZ rFkk lkoZtfud {ks= ds m|ksx futh gkFkksa esa
fn;s tkus yxsA fczVsu esa tgk¡ lkoZtfud {ks= ds m|ksxksa
dk xkSjoiw.kZ bfrgkl jgk Fkk ogk¡ ij futhdj.k dh vk¡/kh
iz/kku ea=h Fkspj us 'kq# dhA [kkl dj lksfo;r :l ds
iru ds ckn ;g izHkko iwjc ls if'pe rd pgq¡ vksj QSyus
yxkA

Hkkjr esa Hkh 90 n'kd ds ckn ubZ vkfFkZd uhfr vfLrRo esa
vk;khA Qyr% futh iw¡th fuos'k nzqr xfr ls c<+us yxk
rFkk tks {ks= futh iw¡th ds fy, oftZr Fks os Hkh [kqyus
yxsA 21oha 'krkCnh ds 'kq#vkr ls rks lkoZtfud {ks= ds
m|ksxsa dks Hkh futh gkFkksa esa lkSaius dh uhfr ij rsth ls
dke gksus yxk gSA bl cnyrs ifjizs{; esa T;knk vko';d
gks x;k gS fd vFkZO;oLFkk ds fofHkUu {ks=ksa dks is'ksoj
rjhdksa ,oa dq'kyrk ds lkFk pyk;k t;A [kkl dj
O;olk; ,oa m|ksxksa dks is'ksoj rjhdksa ,oa n{krk ds lkFk
pyk;k tkuk] muds fodkl gh ugha vfirq vfLrRo cpkus

ds fy, Hkh vko';d gks x;k gSA HkweaMyhdj.k ds dkj.k
jk"Vª&jkT; dh lhek,¡ /kq¡/kyh iM+us yxh gSaA iwjk fo'o
Xykscy xk¡o ds :Ik esa dk;karfjr gksus yxk gSA izfrLi/kkZ
ds bl nkSj esa vFkZO;oLFkk dk izca/ku cgqr ek;us j[krk
gSA vxj is'ksoj rjhdksa ,oa dq'kyrk ds lkFk izca/ku ugha
fd;k tk,xk] rks izfrLi/kkZ dh vk¡/kh esa dkSu cpsxk] dkSu
mM+ tk,xk] ;g dguk dfBu gSA

ns'k tc vktkn gqvk rks gekjs jk"Vªh; usrkvksa us dnkfpr
orZeku ifjn`'; dks Hkkai fy;k FkkA mUgsa yxus yxk Fkk
fd vktkn ns'k ds iqufuZekZ.k ds fy, is'ksoj izca/kdksa dh
vko';drk gSA ,sls is'ksoj izca/kd] tks izca/ku dh loZJs"B
i)fr;ksa ls okfdQ gksa rFkk ifjfLFkfr;ksa ds vuqdwy
vFkZO;oLFkk dk izca/ku dj ldrs gksaA ijUrq is'ksoj izca/kd
ek= fopkj ls iSnk ugha gks ldrsA mlds fy, dksf'k'k
djuh iM+rh gSA blh dksf'k'k ds Øe esa Hkkjrh; izca/ku
laLFkku dydÙkk dh LFkkiuk gqbZA mlds ckn
vgenkckn] caxykSj] y[kuÅ ] dksthdksM gksrs gq, ;g
J`a[kyk bankSj] f’kykSax] jk¡ph] jksgrd rFkk jk;iqj rd vk
igq¡ph gSA bu laLFkkuksa dk ewy mn~ns'; ;g gS fd vR;ar
es/kkoh ,oa Js"B Nk=ksa dk p;u dj mUgsa izca/ku ds
loZJs"B rduhdksa esa izf'kf{kr dj ds izca/kdksa dh fo'kky
tekr [kM+h dh tk; rkfd Hkkjrh; vFkZO;oLFkk ds fofHkUu
lsDVjksa ds fodkl ,oa izxfr dk ekxZ iz'kLr gks ldsA
Hkkjrh; izca/ku laLFkkuksa dh LFkkiuk dk ewy mn~ns'; ns'k
esa vFkZO;oLFkk ds lapkyukFkZ izca/kdh; {kerk&l`tu]
izca/ku ds {ks= esa vuqla/kku ,oa m|ksxksa dks ijke’kZ nsuk gSA
Hkkjrh; izca/ku laLFkkuksa dks ns’k ds loZJs"B izca/ku
laLFkku dk ntkZ izkIr gS rFkk mudh rqyuk nqfu;k ds
loZJs"B fctusl Ldwyksa ls dh tk ldrh gSA bu laLFkkuksa
ls mÙkh.kZ izca/kd vFkZ O;oLFkk ds fofHkUu {ks=ksa esa ns'k ,oa
fons'kksa esa dke dj jgsa gS rFkk muds dke dh loZ= iz'kalk
gksrh gSA izca/ku laLFkkuksa dks mRd`"Vrk ds dsUnz ds :i esa
Hkkjr ljdkj us fodflr fd;k gS rFkk buesa izos'k ik
tkuk gh lQyrk dh xkjaVh ekuh tkrh gSA
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bu laLFkkuksa esa izos'k dfBu gS bldk vanktk blh rF; ls
yx;k tk ldrk gS fd bu laLFkkuksa esa izos'k ds fy, gksus
okyh ijh{kk ftls dSV ds uke ls tkuk tkrk gS] dkQh
dfBu gksrh gSA ftrus Nk= dSV dh ijh{kk esa cSBrs gSa
mlesa ls ckeqf'dy 1 izfr'kr Nk= gh lQy gks ikrs gSaA
ijh{kk esa lQy Nk=ksa esa ls O;fDrRo dh ijh{kk rFkk lewg
foe'kZ dh i)fr ds vuqlkj laLFkkuksa esa izos'k gsrq vafre
p;u fd;k tkrk gSA Hkkjrh; izca/ku laLFkku dydÙkk dh
LFkkiuk ds ckn ls gh fofHkUu jkT;ksa esa ,sls laLFkkuksa dh
LFkkiuk ds fy, ekax mBrh jgh gSA ;gh dkj.k jgk fd
1961 esa igys Hkkjrh; izca/ku laLFkku dydÙkk dh
LFkkiuk gqbZ ,oa mlh o"kZ vgenkckn esa Hkh laLFkku [kksyk
x;kA Hkkjrh; izca/ku laLFkku dydÙkk ,e0vkbZ0Vh0 ds
Lyksu Ldwy vkWQ eSustesaV] QksMZ Qkm.Ms'ku ,oa Hkkjrh;
m|ksx txr ds lg;ksx ls Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk LFkkfir
fd;k x;kA bl laLFkku us fo'o ds vU; egRoiw.kZ
laLFkkuksa ds lkFk Nk=ksa dk fofue; dk;ZØe LFkkfir fd;k
gSA mlds QyLo:Ik ;gk¡ ds Nk= ;wjksi vkSj vesfjdk ds
egRoiw.kZ laLFkkuksa esa vYikof/k izf'k{k.k ds fy, tkrs gSaA

Hkkjrh; izca/ku laLFkku vgenkckn dh LFkiuk esa lqizfl)
oSKkfud foØe lkjk HkkbZ rFkk xqtjkr ds x.;eku m|ksx
?kjkuksa us egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkk;h FkhA Hkkjr ljdkj us
bldh LFkkiuk xqtjkr jkT; ljdkj rFkk Hkkjrh; m|ksx
txr ds lkFk fey dj fd;k FkkA 'kq:vkrh nkSj esa bl
laLFkku dks gkjoMZ fctusl Ldwy dk Hkh lg;ksx izkIr
gqvk FkkA orZeku esa bl izca/ku laLFkku dks ns'k dk
loksZŸke izca/ku laLFkku gksus dk xkSjo izkIr gSA bl
laLFkku dk /;s; gS % v/;;u] 'kks/k] izf'k{k.k] laLFkk fuekZ.k
,oa ijke'kZ ds ek/;e ls Hkkjrh; izca/ku dks is'ksoj cukukA
laLFkku }kjk pyk;s tk jgs dk;ZØeksa dks ;wjksfi;u
DokfyVh bEizqoesaV i)fr ls ekU;rk izkIr gSA bl izdkj
;g laLFkku mu pqus gq, laLFkku esa ,d gS ftls ,slk
lEeku izkIr gSA m|ksx ds lkFk&lkFk ;g laLFkku Hkkjrh;
vFkZO;oLFkk ds vU; {ks=ksa ;Fkk d`f"k] f'k{kk] LokLF;]
ifjogu] tu la[;k fu;a=.k] ÅtkZ ,oa yksd iz'kklu esa
Hkh is'ksoj izca/ku dk izf'k{k.k nsrk gSA lqizfl) if=dk
bdksuksfeLV ds vuqlkj bls nqfu;k ds dfBure izca/ku

laLFkkuksa esa 'kqekj fd;k tkrk gS] tgk¡ ,d lhV ds fy,
500 Nk= vkosnu nsrs gSaA bl laLFkku us nqfu;k ds
lqizfl) izca/ku laLFkkuksa ds lkFk Nk= vYi vof/k esa
izf'k{k.k izkIr djrs gSaA

Hkkjrh; izca/ku laLFkku] dydÙkk vkSj vgenkckn ds
rjg gh Hkkjrh; izca/ku laLFkku cSaxyksj] y[kuÅ]
dksthdksM dh vkiuh fo'ks"krk gSA ;g Hkh izca/ku ds {ks=
esa mRd`"Vrk ds }hi ds :Ik esa mHkjs gSaA gky ds o"kksZa esa
bankSj] f'kykax] jk¡ph] jksgrd] jk;iqj esa Hkkjrh; izca/ku
laLFkku LFkkfir fd, x, gSa] tks u, laLFkku gSasA ;s iqjkus
ls lh[k jgs gSaA ijarq ;s lHkh mlh ijEijk ds okgd gSa
tks ijEijk Hkkjrh; izca/ku laLFkku dydÙkk ,oa
vgenkckn ls fudyh gSA

pw¡fd bu laLFkkuksa ls mÙkh.kZ gksdj fudyus okys Nk=ksa dks
eksVh ru[okg ij ns'k ,oa fons'k esa ukSdfj;k¡ fey tkrh
gSa vr,o ;s laLFkku vius Nk=ksa ls eksVh Qhl olwyrs gSaA
gkykafd cSad] bu laLFkkuksa esa izos'k ysus okys Nk=ksa dks
_.k nsus ds fy, rS;kj cSBs gSa vr,o eksVh Qhl ds dkj.k
fdlh Nk= dks dksbZ dfBukbZ ugha gksrh gSA

Hkkjrh; izca/ku laLFkku pkgs ftl edln ls LFkkfir
fd, x, gksa bruk rks r; gS fd ;gk¡ ls i<+s&fy[ks Nk=ksa
dh nqfu;k fcYdqy fujkyh gksrh gSA os dqyhu nqfu;k esa
jgrs gSa tks ns'k ds vke vkneh ds fy, vutkuh nqfu;k
gSA muds lkspus dk rjhdk ,oa n'kZu tulkekU; ls
vyx gksrs gSsaA is'ksoj izca/ku dk vFkZ ;g dnkfpr ugha
gS fd izca/kd ek= m|ksx ekfydksa ds YkkHk ds fy, gh
dke djsa ;g Hkh vko';d gS fd og lkekftd
mÙkjnkf;Ùo ds fy, Hkh mruh gh rUe;rk ds lkFk dke
djsA ;g vk'kk dh tk ldrh gS fd izca/ku laLFkku
vius Nk=ksa esa lkekftd mÙkjnkf;Ro dh Hkkouk iSnk
djus dh fn'kk esa Hkh dke dj ldsasA

[Jh O;kl feJ] Hkk-iz-ls- ¼1982½ iz/kku lfpo] Je
lalk/ku foHkkx] fcgkj ljdkj]
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A couple of days back, I participated in a

workshop on gender budget, organized for

elected representatives from gram panchayats.

Owing to my sensitivity to environmental issues

and out of plain curiosity, I asked a Mukhiya or

head of a panchayat, if he takes any special

measures to ensure protection of environment in

his area. My question seemed slightly awkward

to him causing some discomfort. However after

pondering over the question, the answer that

Mukhiyaji came up with was completely justified.

He mentioned that the protection of the

environment is the domain of the Ministry of

forest and environment and not his responsibility.

He further added that the government neither

provides any funds to panchayats to be

channelized towards environmental protection,

nor imparts any special training to panchayats in

this regard. In fact Mukhiyaji came to know about

gender budget for the first time at the workshop

we both were attending.

Even though the Mukhiyaji was elected for the

third time from his panchayat, and had an image

of a clean and honest man, and highly aware,

environment was a relatively obscure area for

him. He knew that every panchayat should have

a school, every house in the village should have a

toilet, there should be hand pumps for clean

drinking water, every villager should get

opportunities of gainful employment etc.

However, even to such an aware man, it was not

clear as to how he could provide his support in

ensuring environmental protection. Neither had

he heard any politician discuss environment as a

part of election agenda, nor was he briefed of any

government scheme in this regard by any block

officer. But yes, being someone who had already

seen 60 springs of his life, Mukhiyaji did feel the

pain upon witnessing the degradation of the river

flowing close to his village, and of the ponds,

streams and innumerable orchards located in and

around the small village he grew up. He intensely

wanted to see the water level of river Ganges to

be the same as that he had seen as a little boy. He

wanted to see the water as clean and pure as old

times and was ready to make any effort on his part

as deemed necessary to achieve it.

My discussion with Mukhiya ji made it clear that

masses are completely unaware of the negative

impact that mundane activities have on the

environment. While those who are a little aware

consider protection of the environment a

government responsibility and blame the

agencies for having failed in this regard. And even

those who are extremely aware consider

environment protection as an area outside their

domain of influence. They think they are too small

a force to achieve any monumental result by

supporting the cause of environment. This group

primarily organizes workshops on environmental

issues, publishes academic journals and

presents them in prestigious conferences and

workshops and occasionally figures in the media

through participation in small demonstrations et

al. Environmental issues get media attention but

fail to win a solid ground.

ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE BUDGET : AN HONEST INITIATIVE

- Meera Mishra
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Government views environmental issues as

'global' and not 'local'. And given that, this subject

remains stuck between developed and

developing nations. It is true that the developed

nations in their quest towards industrialization

and capitalistic greed exploited natural

resources to the hilt and taught the rest of the

world an easy way out to mint more and more

money. Thus the developed nations owe

maximum responsibility in contributing to

atmospheric changes, environmental instability

and worsening face of the earth. These nations

however do appear concerned about

environment as is evident from all the

conferences held in Kyoto, Copenhagen et al.

Though despite the concern shown, the policies

formulated in the major world forums smells

primarily of 'business'. If all the nations really

wanted to make an honest effort, they would

have abstained from pointing fingers at each

other and had united in their efforts to formulate a

solid plan to counter all threats to the

environment. Each nation would have honestly

evaluated and quantified the exact role played by

them in causing harm to the environment. As an

exercise to build in transparency, each nation

would have intimated the other nations about all

the short term and long term policy measures

implemented by the former. These nations would

either make an environmentally sensitive budget

or at least critically evaluate the environmental

sensitivity of their existing national budgets. If a

gender sensitive budget paves a path of

development for one half of the population, an

environmentally sensitive budget would ensure

greater protection and care of the environment.

Along with the national budgets, every

government department should also critically

evaluate the environmental sensitivity of their

departmental budgets. This exercise would not

only make it easy to identify government policies

which are adverse to environment but also locate

those policies which benefit the environment and

hence deserve to be encouraged further. The

selection of environmentally beneficial policies

will pave way for selection of more such policies

and thereby creation of an entire system from the

top to bottom within the framework of

governmental machinery.

If a little amount is kept aside in each budget for

protection of environment, the adage of “each

drop makes an ocean” will be proved true! For

example, if every school makes a provision in its

budget to install different dustbins for organic and

inorganic garbage, sets aside a couple of periods

in a week to spread environmental awareness

among children and spends some amount on

posters and other materials to be used in such

classes, and also develops its premises as “green

campus”, the children will become increasingly

sensitive about issues pertaining to environment

right in their formative years. Similarly, if the

Mukhiya or the head of a village panchayat keeps

environment protection in his mind while making

the budget, the entire village will become more

aware and sensitive about such issues. Much can

be done to ensure environment protection in

different government policies and programmes

and making provisions for the same in budgets

across all levels. Consider 'MGNREGA' for

example, renovation of dry wells and ponds in the

villages along with construction of roads would

ensure rising underground water levels. Also if

cutting of ten trees is deemed necessary for

building roads then planting ten similar trees

should also be made mandatory once the

construction work is over. In order to achieve
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these results, special training programmes

should be conducted and awareness should be

generated among the villagers by the

government. Once people become aware, they

will be able to critically evaluate the local budgets

from the perspective of environment protection.

The usage of polythene bags has aggravated

environmental pollution and has also given birth

to numerous other problems affecting the

drainage systems across all towns and cities. It is

also responsible in a big way, for causing water

logging resulting in floods and epidemics and

other disasters. Even though many states have

banned the usage of plastic bags, it will be a

dream to imagine their complete eradication in

the absence of viable alternatives. If budgets

make provisions to increase the production of

bags made from jute or other natural resources,

and companies manufacturing polythene bags

are made illegal or banned, then within a few

years polythene will cease to exist and not cause

any harm to the environment.

Today we all are experiencing global warming in

the form of changing weather conditions and

increasing natural disasters. The blind race to

mint more and more money is slowly destroying

the bio diversity, evolved over millions of years.

Regions with energy conserves are becoming

limited. The fertility and quality of the soil is

increasingly getting lost under the piles of

poisonous garbage being disposed carelessly

here and there. A producer is guided solely by

profit, while a consumer is devoid of choices and

viable options. If all this goes on without a break

for the next 50 years, earth is bound to turn into a

hell. It's imperative for the world community to

wake up at this point of time. The developed

nations, which are most responsible for

degradation of the environment, should invest in

areas promoting sustainable development. The

developing nations should in their turn avoid

treading the similar path of development, which

has been responsible for spoiling the face of the

earth. The evaluation of GDP should not be

restricted to “how much a nation earned”, it

should also be analyzed in terms of “how were the

earnings generated”. Imposing financial penalty

on entities engaged in environmental pollution

will not suffice in getting rid of the problem at

hand. If a rich nation or a rich corporation or a rich

person is assured of greater profits after paying a

small fraction of earnings as a penalty for

pollution, the problem of environmental

degradation will continue to persist. Only if we

look for environmental friendly alternatives within

the ambit of sustainable development and at the

same time condemn any activity which causes

harm to the environment, will any effort made in

the direction of ensuring protection of the

environment yield positive results. With the aid of

an environmentally sensitive budget, we surely

can develop solid machinery and take an honest

initiative in the direction of protecting the

environment around us!

[Dr. Meera Mishra,

is the wife of Sri Vyas Mishra, I.A.S. (1982)

Principal Secretary to Govt. of Bihar,

Dept. of Labour, also holding

additional Charge as Principal Secretary,

Disaster Management; she is a senior

Journalist and is a regular contributor on

critical social issues. She is also a

successful story writer.]
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A SALUTE TO OUR RURAL WOMEN

- Paromita Saha

Every other day we
hear of seminars on
w o m e n
e m p o w e r m e n t .
Women's day is
celebrated every
year on 7th March.
Doctors, engineers,
lawyers, teachers,
e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,
fashion-designers
steal the show with
pomp and fanfare

narrating their success stories. I am going to
narrate a story of the art of survival of an ordinary
Indian woman. Naina Devi, who is over eighty
years, has three sons, two daughters and
seventeen grand children. Her eldest son is a
government teacher who lives about two miles
away from her village in UP. Her other two sons
live in other states in India. She manages her
household with the help of a grand daughter
whose father passed away. This is how she runs
her household—she has eight goats, two cows
and a stray dog who guards her and the meager
wealth she possesses. She has no bed or khatia.
She sits at the door of her hut and that is her
throne. She not only sits there but also sleeps
there. She cannot walk even with the help of a
stick as she developed some spine problem. She
has to drag herself forward and backward by
s c r a p p i n g h e r
buttocks. Her grit to
c o n t r o l h e r
possess ions, her
goat, cows and her hut
keeps her going. She
also lends money to
villagers at 20 per cent
interest. When people
cross her house she

k n o w s b y t h e i r
footsteps who it
and is able to draw
them inside to collect
her dues.

Naina Devi is blind of
one eye and her
other eye is affected
due to a bad cataract
operation. She is left
with only one half
open eye to see the world around her. She loves
green vegetables but has no access to it. It is
luxury for her to have vegetables. She lives on the
milk which she keeps for herself after selling the
rest. Out of cow dung she slaps few cow-dung
cakes which she uses as fuel in her open oven.

N o s t r a n g e r i s
allowed to cross her
door without being
confronted by her
loyal dog called
Bholu. If Naina Devi
gives her nod then
only Bholu stops
barking and the
visitor is allowed to
step in. It is sheer
miracle of nature that

this old lady is able to lead her life on her own
terms. She is queen and lord master of her world.
I salute her and also many more such women in
rural India who are left alone after the death of
their husbands and children who have gone out to
lead their lives.

is

[Smt. Paromita Saha is the wife of

Sri K. C. Saha, I.A.S. (1975)

Development Commissioner, Bihar]
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ftanxh ds Vs<+s es<+s jkLrksa esa]
dbZ ckj Bgj dj]
dbZ ckj fBBd dj]
geus ns[kk
g¡lrs vkSj dlelkrs
dqN
lTtuksa vkSj nqtZuksa dks

,d lkFk] ,d txg!
nksuksa vius vius lalkj dks
vius&vius fglkc ls
rkSyrs] rksM+rs vkSj ejksM+rs!
xoZ ls vêgkl yxkrs
rks dgha vius vki esa [kks,]
nksuksa ,d lkFk]
,d txg!

dqN tks muesa lTtu Fks
Fks dqN lefiZr
vius dÙkZO;ksa vkSj ftEesnkfj;ksa dks]
'kk;n dqN fu'Ny Hkh ----------------
tks ilan ugha dj ik,]
nqfu;k dh ykx yisV
cseryc dh fn[kkoVh ckrsa
vkSj] udkcksa ls <ds psgjksa dks -------
'kk;n dqN Hkh# Hkh
tks viuh igpku cukus dh
dlelkgV dks]
ewÙkZ :i ugha ns ik, --------------
;k 'kk;n]
vkRe izoapuk ds rhj]
os ugha pyk ik, A

mudk viuk lalkj Fkk
dqN vkSj lTtuksa dk

vius rd lhfer -----------------
dqN g¡lrs dqN eqLdqjkrs]
os pqi ls [kM+s Fks --------AA

dqN tks muesa nqtZu Fks]
os cM+s xoZ ls
vêgkl yxkrs --------------
vius vkidks] ckdh lHkh ls]
Js"B lkfcr djrs ----------
'kk;n] vêgklksa ds ihNs
Nqis Fks]
ijr nj ijr udkc]
dqfVy pkysa vkSj
pepkfxjh dh vuks[kh nkLrku ------
'kk;n] oks cM+s fuMj Fks
lke] nke] naM] Hksn
;g ea= mUgksaus]
le; jgrs lh[k fy;k gksxk]
fdlh dks dqpyuk]
rks] fdlh dks lgkjk cukuk]
mudk fiz; 'kxy gksxk -----------
'kk;n ------ vius fl) ea= ds vuq:i
os vius vkidks <ky pqds gksaxsA
cM+s gh xoZ ls]
vêgkl yxkrs
os nqtZu --------------
lTturk dks uhpk fn[kkrs ls]
vB[ksfy;k¡ dj jgs Fks --------------
g¡l jgs Fks -----------------------------A

[

]

Jherh fouhrk [kaMsyoky] Jh vkj0 ds0
[kaMsyoky] Hkk-iz-ls- ¼1989½] lfpo] fcgkj jkT;

ekuokf/kdkj vk;ksx dh iRuh gSaA

O;fDrRo

& fouhrk [kaMsyoky
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