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gJilorial

Dear Colleagues,

This 3rd issue of Prayaas for the 3rd
quarter of the tumultuous year 2020,
which has been brought out against
heavy odds, is finally in your hands. For
this, | am thankful to the Secretary of the IAS Association,
Dipak Kumar Singh and also to the Editor, Amit Kumar for
their cooperation. But the non-availability of contributions
from our colleagues continued to disappoint us, dealing a
severe blow to our efforts to make this in-house magazine
participatory.

The field officers have been awfully busy confronting
the raging pandemic to the best of their capabilities and
many of them must be privy to their success stories. | wish,
some of them could share their experiences of how they
faced the challenges, as was done by the DM of Arwal, Ravi
Shankar Choudhary whose article was published in the last
issue of Prayaas.

Some senior members of our fraternity privately
complain that an infinitesimally small section of our
colleagues don't answer their calls. lwonder whether a new
culture, or lack of it, is developing.

It is sad to note that five of our dear colleagues —
Manoj K Srivastava, RK Sinha, Lian Kunga, Ashok Kumar and
Bhavnath Mishra — have recently passed away in quick
succession. Let us pray for the Sadgati of their pious souls.

-~

ol
RU Singh, IAS-(1961)
Principal Editor

Editorial Board :

Amit Kumar, [AS-2012
Editor

RU Singh
Principal Editor
Members :

A.K. Chaudhary, IAS-(Retd.) Sanjeev Kr. Sinha, IAS-1986
Vivek Kr. Singh, 1AS-1989 Smt. Harjot Kaur, IAS-1992
Gopal S. Prasad, IAS (Retd.) Satish S. Thakur, IAS (Retd.)

All views and opinions expressed in the contributions are of the authors.



In Memorium
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From Secretary's Desk

The year 2020 continues to be a tough year. Pandemic situation of Covid-19 continues with
ups and downs. We have improved our tackling strategy with the passage of time, learning
from the earlier experiences. Fatality rate continues to be low but that is no solace for those
who have lost their near and dear ones, as the impact continues to be erratic. Contrary to initial
belief, people of relatively younger age of below 40 are also succumbing to the virus. Our
cadre suffered a major loss with the passing away of Shri Manoj Kumar Srivastava of 1980
batch at an age of about 65 only, an ever smiling officer, known not only for his professional
excellence but also academic brilliance. Several other cadre officers contacted the virus but by
God's grace, they could recover fully. We wish all our colleagues, specially our senior
members, along and healthy life.

Combined with the impact of flood, it has become very challenging for our officers in the
field who are working relentlessly since mid-March and have now started preparing for the
forthcoming elections. It is truly an unprecedented year, certainly not a happy year. We hope,
inJanuary 2021, we shall be in a situation, to wish a Happy New year to one another.

Our young colleagues, numbering 10 of 2018 batch have got their first postings as
Returning Officers, where they would be conducting a general assembly election with just 2
months of experience. The Association wishes that they come out of this first test in their
professional career with flying colours. We also wish that all our cadre mates conduct the
forthcoming election in professional, impartial manner and keep the image of the cadre high.

We are passing through an unprecedented situation of Public Finance also, where we
have to severely curtail the developmental expenditure. The sudden disruption of economy
has affected all but certainly the lower sections of the population, living in subsistence
financial situation and having the least shock absorbing capacity, who are the worst sufferers.
Our effort at universal coverage of basic social security and job creation through MNREGA
have given them some sustenance but the curtailment of developmental expenditure is going
to affect them the most.

In this unprecedented situation, our responsibility and performance as a premiere
service, is in the limelight of public attention and we cannot afford to fail the public
expectation. Wish that all our colleagues give their best from whatever position they are
holding, to facilitate the people to Bihar in facing these trying times.

All the Best

Yours sincerely

o

A 1, 2020.
ugust 31, 2020 (Dipak Kumar Singh)
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From the Editor's Desk:

f‘
=
f
e

Dear Colleagues,

Yetagain we are on time to place in your hands the 3" issue of Prayaas!

This is not only a matter of satisfaction but it also strengthens our resolve to
strive for better outcome in the next Issue that will come in the 4" quarter of 2020.

Covid-19 pandemic is still locking its horns with human lives. However we
are in the unlock phases of the Lockdown. Nonetheless it seems that pandemic
would stay as long as it is checked fully. We are yet to realize the 'new normal’ or
the 'new equilibrium' in all aspects of our collective existence.

We feel proud that our colleagues in the field proved the mettle of the service,
and faced the unprecedented challenges with fortitude and perseverance. On one
side they grappled with the pandemic and on the other they tackled the difficult
flood situation in some of the districts during the past few months

The 'Art of Anticipation' augurs well for an effective administration, but a
time comes when unforeseen apparitions raise their hideous heads in the side-
lines. It is in such situations that only virtuous leadership paves the way ahead.

We are assured that many of us are in the process of piling up remarkable
experiences since the Coronavirus started spreading its tentacles a few months
ago. We request our colleagues in the field to document their experiences, not
only for reviving nostalgia later on but also to institutionalise such memoirs for
future reference. We also request them to send to us their valuable experiences in
the form of anecdotes, which will find a place pride in, and enrich, our Prayaas.

We are saddened by the news of untimely demise of five of our members in

the last couple of months. May their Souls Rest in Peace.
Let's remain connected.

With warm regards,

Cod-

_———-‘-—- -
(Amit Kumar)
Editor, Pryaas
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Reminiscenses

Meeting With Shri Jyoti Basu

In 1984 , I was Joint Secretary in the
Union Ministry of Agriculture. It was
announced that the General Elections
would be held in December 1984. Shri
RK Trivedi was the Chief Election
Commissioner-those were the days of a
single ChiefElection Commissioner!

In November 1984, 1 was sent for
by the Chief Election Commissioner. He
was the Vice—Principal while [ was at the
IAS Training School and he knew me
well. We were the last batch to be trained
at Metcalfe House in Delhi. Shri Trivedi
informed me that the Election
Commission for the first time ever had
taken the decision to appoint observers to
ensure free and fair elections. The process
started with one observer for each state.
The number has multiplied in subsequent
elections, including observers to monitor
election expenses!

Shri Trivedi informed me that he
had chosen me to be the observer for West
Bengal. He went on to add that the CPM
was running the state government and
Shri Jyoti Basu was the Chief Minister,
and he was the doyen of chief ministers in
the country. He said that the state
government might not welcome the
observer and may even be hostile. He
wanted that I should manage the situation
diplomatically. He advised that I should
not enter into arguments with the chief
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minister, nor contradict him but show
patience and restraint. He hoped that I
would come up to his expectations and
bring credit to the Election Commission.

When I reached Calcutta a few
days before the elections, I decided to call
on the Chief Secretary, ShriSV Krishnan.
He was completely surprised, as he had
no information about the Election
Commission's proposal to send observers
to the states. He suggested that as I had
arrived, I should call on the Chief
Minister. So I fixed the appointment to
meet Shri Basu.

As soon as the Chief Minister saw
me, he started berating me. He burst out
as to why I had come and who had sent
me. He said that sending an observer
showed that the Election Commission
and the Central Government have no
faith in the State Government. He
asserted that this was against the concept
of Federal Structure. He continued to
harangue me for about half an hour on
center-state relations. I listened patiently
and after his outburst I told him that the
State Government and the Election
Commission were both interested in free
and fair elections, and I had come to assist
the state government and not to find fault.
After listening to me, he piped down. He
affirmed that he too was in favour of free
and fair elections. He added that he
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apprehended that Mr. Ghani Khan
Choudhry (then Union Minister for
Railways) might try to capture booths in
Malda district. The CM wanted that I
should help prevent such booth
capturing.

The CM was now most affable,
and he placed the state government
planes at my disposal, and said that I was
free to visit any place in the state. | was
declared to be a state guest and stayed at
the Great Eastern Hotel.

The Elections began as scheduled.
I visited Malda and had discussions with
the District Magistrate about poll
arrangements. He assured me that all
arrangements were in place and every
effort was being made to ensure that there
would be no booth capturing. I moved
around the state to oversee the elections.
Shri Ajit Panja (then a Union
Minister)provided comic relief! He
would send 8-10 notes every day,
complaining that someone was making
fun of him or abusing him! I was amused
at these notes as they needed no action!
The election also threw up some
surprises. Mamata Bannerjee, a
debutante in politics, defeated the CPM
stalwart, Shri Somnath Chatterjee, the
sitting MP from Jadhavpur which was
considered a left bastion. Shri Somnath
Chatterjee later became the Speakerof
LokSabha.

I used to hold a joint press
conference every evening at the state
secretariat with Shri AK Basu, Chief
Electoral Officer. He later became Power
Secretary, Govt. of India. The election
was completed peacefully. I pointed out
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in my last press conference that the
elections had been free and fair. The
unseating of Somnath Chatterjee by
Mamta Banerjee was a proof enough.

On my return, I reported to Mr.
Trivedi, and he was very complementary
about how I handled the CM and got him
to collaborate. He also issued a
commendation to me.

%
Meeting with ShriBijuPatnaik, Chief
Minister, Orissa

In 1993, I was the Chairman of the
Airport Authority of India. We were
experiencing problems with the
Bhubaneshwar Airport, as the runway
was not long enough to receive the bigger
planes. Thus, the runway required to be
extended and we requested the Orissa
Government for the necessary land. I was
advised that a decision on transfer of land
to the Airport Authority can be taken only
by the Chief Minister, and not at the level
of any officer. I, therefore, decided to go
to Bhubaneshwar and meet the Chief
Minister, Shri Biju Patnaik.

On reaching Bhubaneshwar, I
drove directly to the Chief Minister's
office in the Secretariat. It was in the
afternoon, and luckily for me, he was free
and had no visitors. I explained the
problem to him and urgently required
additional land to extend the runway. As
he was an Aviator himself, he was able to
understand the issue instantly. He,
immediately, agreed to transfer 60 acres
of land from the Seed Multiplication
Farm adjoining the airport.

Having sorted out the problem,
ShriPatnaik was in a chatty mood. He said

July-Sept. 2020



that Orissa was a maritime power since
ancient times. The farmers in Orissa after
harvest used to organize 'Bali Yatra' and
travelled to Bali in their boats and then
returned. ShriPatnaik told me that the
tradition continues even now. But these
days they make paper boats after harvest
and float them in water bodies nearby. As
Chief Minister, he organized a 'Bali
Yatra', with traditional boats. They went
all the way to Bali and returned. The trip
was supported by the Indian Navy, at the
instance of the CM.It was interesting to
hear these tales from the CM.

I have fond memories of my
meeting with ShriBijuPatnaik. As I have
mentioned, he was an aviator himself,
and he was the person who rescued Shri
Sukarno from Java which was governed
at that time by the Dutch. Subsequently,
Shri Sukarno went on to become the first
President of Indonesia. ShriPatnaik
named the children of Mr. Sukarno. He
named the son, FhantarSukarnoputra and
the daughter, Meghawati Sukarnoputri.
She followed in her father's footsteps and
went on to become President of
Indonesia.

miuin

[The author of these interesting reminiscences, Arthur to his friends, is an IAS officer of
1958 batch of Bihar cadre, living at Delhi after his retirement. His batch was the last
batch, trained at Metcalfe House, Delhi. The 1959 batch was trained there partly before
being shifted for rest of the training to the National Academy of Administration at
Mussoorie. Before going on deputation to GOI, he had served as Agriculture
Production Commissioner and Secretary to GOB in the Education Department. He held
the post of Secretary to GOl in the Ministry of Textiles and Chairman, Airports Authority
of India from which he retired in December 1993-RUS]

Response:
Dear Ram Updesh

| trust this mail finds you well in these difficult times.

| have gone through Prayas- Jan-March 2020 issue. Congratulations on the well brought out magazine.l
enjoyed going throughiit.

Your suggestion that we should share our experiences, set me thinking. | have had meetings with Mr. Jyoti
Basu and Mr. Biju Patnaik, legendary Chief Ministers of India. Please find attached my narration of these
meetings, which you may find suitable for publication.  have also attached a brief resume about myself.
Look forward to hearing from you.

Warm Regards

K.N. Ardhanareeswaran (+91 9810030929)

Reply:

My dear respected Arthur,

I am elated on your kind response to Prayaas-1 of 2020 and grossly obliged for your articles which will be
carried in the coming issues. | have been consistently requesting our Colleagues for their contributions so
as to make our in-house magazine participative. Your articles are like oasis, and | thank you for this.
Prayaas can be downloaded from our website: www.iasbihar.org if you wish.

With warm regards to you and Gouriji,

RU Singh
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Bureacraatic Blues

Transfer of Power, IAS Style

For burecaucrats these are the best of
times, and the worst. On the one hand
they rule supreme with all MPs,
Ministers, MLAs and judges cowering at
home behind their masks, and can lock
down millions of people with a stroke of
their pens. On the other, they can be
transferred or superseded equally quickly
with one spray of the sanitiser if the
Corona does not behave itself. For the
fact is that our bureaucracy is subject to
an even more deadly virus ofits own - the
GOTCHA (Get Off That Chair) virus -
which circulates freely in its
bloodstream, pulling down the unwary.
This virus targets not the host but his/her
post, it mutates with each change of a
Prime Minister or Chief Minister, and
only a few can develop immunity to it
(ask Mr. Khemka, who I believe has been
struck down by it at least 45 times so far
and is yet to acquire herd immunity to it).
Social distancing does not help because
it's one's own cadre mates who carry
the pathogen. Originally native to
politicians, the virus jumped from them
to "homo prostratus" (the generic term
for Indian bureaucrats) sometime after
1975. It does not kill them, however, it
simply makes them hang on to their
posts, or hanker after those of other
colleagues.There are, however, some
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moments in one's career when one is most
vulnerable to it, as I have learnt through
long exposure to it.

Studies show that 70% of airline
accidents take place during the process of
landing and take-off. That's because
things are most likely to go wrong
precisely when an existing status quo is
altered and new dynamics are introduced.
It is the same with the civil services, I
have noticed: the maximum turbulence
occurs at the moment of transfers - the
handing over and taking over of charge of
a post, a period of transition which has to
be handled with extreme care by those
piloting the nation, as it were. More often
than not, dog fights can break out, for [AS
types, like the tiger, are territorial in
nature and do not look kindly on rivals
trying to elbow their way into a lucrative
patch. One must always be on high alert at
such moments to preempt a hijack or
forcible ejection from the cockpit.

I myself have generally cruised
through my career on auto-pilot, sleeping
atthe controls, and have not had too many
instances to complain about, primarily
because [ was rarely assigned the greener
pastures owing, I must confess, to my
proclivity to quote Confucius in my file
notings (eg. on a Ministerial diktat to
exempt taxis from installing meters - " It
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takes many nails to build a crib but only
one screw to fillit.") Butthere will be the
odd slip now and then, and sometime in
the first decade of this millennium I was,
as a result of an oversight by the Chief
Minister, posted as Secretary Tourism.
Now, Tourism is a much sought after
assignment in Himachal - you get to stay
in fancy hotels, go abroad for tourism
marts, bump into nubile starlets shooting
at Manali, obtain a lot of IOUs from
important folks in Delhi; why, you may
even, like Mr Amitav Kant, become CEO
of Niti Ayog on the strength of a well
devised slogan like " God's own
country!" ( even though God himself may
be aghast and disown the country). But I
hope you get the thrust, as Jack the Ripper
was fond of telling his victims.

I was into my second year in the
department, looking forward to an
impending tourism mart in Bali, when the
government changed and all Secretaries
were asked to attend the swearing-in
(why do they call it that?) of the new
Cabinet in the Raj Bhavan at ten o'clock. |
dusted off my "bandh galla", hot footed it
to the Raj Bhavan, dutifully wagged my
tail at the new Chief Minister and
returned to my office to draw my foreign
exchange for the Bali trip (I had already
purchased the swimming trunks and dark
glasses). 1 should have bought a jock
strap, however, for when I entered my
room | found a lady officer sitting in my
chair, brandishing a transfer order: in a

midnight coup our current President
would be proud of, she had had herself
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appointed as the Tourism Secretary and
had "taken over" while I was singing
hosannas to the rising sun in the
Governor's mansion. It was a lesson
learnt the hard way: always lock your
room when going for a swearing in, or at
the very least remove the rug so that it
cannot be pulled from under your feet.
This was my Kamalnath moment and I
slunk off to the Ayurveda deptt. (my new
posting) for some much needed first aid.
I'm told that in later years this
enterprising lady tried something similar
with the then Chief Secretary. This
gentleman, however, had read his
Confucius ("Man who bend over
backward cannot keep eye on own
backside") and lived to wag his tail
another day.

Not every officer, however, is
willing to throw in the towel so easily. I
recollect a sturdy Sikh gentleman who
occupied one of the most sought after
posts in Shimla, its office located in a
heritage building bang in the middle of
the Mall road. He spent a few happy years
there and in the fullness of time the day of
his retirement dawned. His successor
arrived to relieve him of his onerous
burden but this gentleman refused to
"hand over" charge! He insisted that the
Chief Minister had assured him of a six
month extension in service, and since he
was a trusting kind of fellow, he fully
believed the CM's words. Problem was
that the CM was abroad and could not be
contacted. The retiree would not heed any
advice of his seniors, he locked himself
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up in his office, brought in his sleeping
bag and a shot gun and prepared for a
siege, as it were. The Chief Secretary
considered sending in an emissary - they
are called interlocutors in these Shaheen
Bagh days - to reason with him but, given
that he was almost seven feet tall and
weighed 200 pounds with or without his
jock straps, no volunteer was
forthcoming - there are, after all, no
gallantry awards in the IAS, only
reemployment, but one has to be in one
piece to avail of that, you understand. The
impasse lasted almost a week: it ended
when the officer's PA informed him that
he would get neither pay nor pension for
this period, for he was neither in service
nor retired, neither fish nor fowl - a bit
like that old Ajit joke about a guy hung
upside down with his head in ajar half full
of water: " Paani tumhe jeene nahi dega
aur oxygen tumhe marne nahi dega." The
crisis was quickly resolved and the
reluctant retiree hauled himself off to
Punjab where he raises broilers, but now
he makes it a point to count his chickens
only after they are hatched.

And then there was the case of the
income tax officer who had devised his
own '"shukrana" slabs for favourably

deciding assessment cases, colloquially
known as '"sircharge" because the
proceeds went to "sir" and not to the govt.
This accounting sub-head was not
regarded well at headquarters and he was
placed under suspension. The chappie,
however, had a trick or two up his own
sleeve: he collected a dozen or so pending
files and had himself admitted to an
obliging private hospital where he
promptly went into a self induced coma.
This coma amounted to a full stop for the
department, however, because the officer
was now in no position to hand over his
charge and, more important, the files of
his office! No inquiry was possible in this
limbo. The stalemate continued for a few
weeks. Once in a while, when no visitors
were allowed, the officer would
surreptitiously emerge from his coma,
sign a couple of files to extract some more
"sircharge", and promptly relapse into a
coma. I am not aware how this saga
finally ended, but I would not be
surprised if he has by now joined a major
political party where such skills are in
great demand.

One could do no better than end
this piece with another Confucius quote:
"Bureaucrat in coma is pain in the colon."

a0a
———— e
The author this satirical article is an IAS officer of 1975 batch of Himachal Pradesh
cadre, who retired in December 2010. A keen environmentalist and trekker he writes
for various publications and websites on the environment, governance and social
issues. He divides his time between Delhi and his cottage in a small village above

Shimla — RUS]
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History

The Most Impregnable Historic Prison of India

That houses only one prisoner

Remember the French Revolution [5-
5-1789 to 9-11-1799]? The bloody
Revolution started actually during the
afternoon of 14" of July 1789 when the
mighty awful and formidable Bastille,
the dreaded Prison-fort built in the late
1300s in the heart of Paris, heavily
guarded by 114 armed soldiers, and
also containing the main armory of
France with about 32000 muskets and
250 barrels of gun powder, was
stormed by an angry armed mob of
about 700 to 1000 people protesting
against the tyranny of the then
Emperor of France Louis X VI, starting
the first bloodshed during the
Revolution. They freed all the
prisoners inside, but were surprised
because then it had housed only 7
prisoners in the huge prison.

We also have a historic Prison in
India, located on a small island, but
containing only one prisoner [in
September 2019], heavily guarded
round the clock by an Assistant Jailor,
5 Armed guards and a Peon. The name
of this30 years old sole inmate is
“Deepak Kanji”, an under-trial
prisoner, facing sessions trial at Diu,
accused of having murdered his wife
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by poisoning her. He is confined in the
Cell No 4 and is allowed to move out
and roam in the small adjoining
ground for 2 hours only [from 4.00 PM
to 6.00 PM], accompanied by two
guards. He is provided with a blanket
and a newspaper; he is allowed to
watch only News Channels and
Religious Channels from a small TV
set provided for the purpose. Food for
him is obtained from the only
restaurant available, which is a very
small one. If required, a Government
Doctor is summoned from the
mainland of Diu to examine and treat
him. About Rs 32000 is spent every
month to feed the lone prisoner, and
several lakhs of Rupees are spent to
maintain the prison with the single
inmate.

The prison building painted
white, is gigantic and formidable,
because it is located on a very small
1sland in the Arabian Sea, about 2000
meters away from the coast line of Diu,
which earlier contained the Diu Fort
constructed by the Portuguese who
ruled the area along with other areas
from 1537 to 1961, for long 424 years,
the longest ever Colonial Rule by any
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Imperial Country in the world. This
formidable prison-fort was
constructed along with the
surrounding Diu Fort in 1537, and was
used as a Central Jail by the Portuguese
Rulers. Itis a cellular Jail, consisting of
7 cells for Male prisoners, one cell for
Female prisoners, and also a Dark
Room, apart from a disused kitchen
which earlier contained a bakery
also.The Cells were designed to
contain 40 Male prisoners and 20
Female prisoners, total 60 prisoners in
its 8 Cells. The Portuguese Rulers had
named it as “Fortim-do-Mar” but now
it is popularly known as the
“PaniKotha”.

After Goa, Daman and Diu were
forcibly occupied by Government of
India evicting the Portuguese Rulers in
1961 (18 December), Goa became an
independent State in course of time,
but Daman and Diu, far away from one
another, continue as a Union Territory.
Diu is administered by a Mamalatdar
[Tehshildar / Circle Officer /
AnchalAdhikari] who is also the
Superintendent of this Prison which
has been declared as the Sub-Jail of
Diu. But he lives and holds office in the
Diu town on the mainland.

The small island contains the
dilapidated structures of the Fort, a
Light House, a very small Restaurant
and also a small Chapel devoted to
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“Our Lady of the Sea”. The tourists
merrily go around the Island on hired
boats gazing and admiring the huge
white structure and also allowed to
roam on the small island, but no
outsider is allowed inside the heavily
walled premises of the formidable
Prison-house. But one can see a
glimpse of the inside of the Prison in
the Hindi Movie Qayamat[2003] of
which the climax sequence was filmed
inside this prison.

The Archacological Survey of
India offered to take over the island in
2013 and develop it into a tourist place
with a Light-and-Sound show every
evening, and the Administration of the
Union Territory promptly agreed. But
there was a problem. Then the prison
housed 5 male and 2 female inmates;
they could not be transferred to any
other prison because the nearest prison
was about 100 km away, that too, in
another State — Gujarat; it would have
been difficult to bring the prisoners to
the Courts at Diu and send them back.
Therefore it was decided that the Sub-
Jail shall continue till its last inmate
leaves the jail. Out of the 7 prisoners in
the Sub-Jail in 2013, two were
discharged after completion of their
terms, 4 were transferred to the prison
of Daman on being convicted, and the
lone prisoner continues since he is still
facing the Sessions Trial. After he is
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either convicted or freed, the Prison
will be closed and the island will be

handed over to the Archaelogical
Survey of India.

00
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[Kaifi Azmi's touching poem on Guru Dutt's suicide, is also apropos Sushant Singh Rajput — RUS]
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A T HI TE o SE

[Abhaji is wife of Sri Sanjeev K Sinha, IAS and daughter of late H Sahay who was a very effective EE-
PWD at Saharsa when I was SDO at Madhepura. With ten years to go, he died as SE - RUS]
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Misuse of RTI
Reasons and Solutions

Sometimes ago, I attended a marriage party at
Lucknow where I met some old friends and
relatives. On knowing that I was a state
information commissioner, almost all of them in
express or suppressed words stated that they were
tired of giving information under RTI Act.
According to them, this Act was more an
instrument of harassment and blackmail than a
mode of getting genuine information. [ asked them
two questions which were not answered properly.
The questions were, whether (1) the records and
files in their office was properly indexed and
catalogued and whether these were regularly
weeded out as per rules? and (2) after receipt of
information application, availability of
information was verified with counting of pages
and copying fee were demanded from applicants
promptly within time?

Misuse of legal provisions has become
routine phenomenon in our country and
sometimes, we are forced to think that repeal of an
enactment will do more benefit to society than to
continue with it. Penal provisions of cheque
bouncing(138 NI Act), dowry harassment (498A
IPC), provisions of divorce and maintenance, etc
are also alleged to be mostly misused. RTI Act is
not an exception. However we cannot blame the
sections for our own inactions. Misuse of RTI is
mostly due to inaction and reluctance of the
officers and employees of public authority itself. It
is unfortunate that after about 14 years of
enactment of RTI Act, the govt. officers and
employees have yet misconceptions about its
provisions. They mostly look into the information
applications to pick out some defect on the basis of
which, the demand of information could be denied.
The objective of the Act is to promote transparency
and accountability in the working of every public
authority. The Act itself provides for various
measures to check misuse of the rights given in the
Act.

Before discussing these provisions, let us
identify the modes of misuse of right to get
information, as complained by Public information

Prayaas

13

C— By Om Prakash (@

officers, that is, i. Demanding voluminous
information, ii. Repeatedly demanding the same
information, iii. Demanding information, for
which there is inbuilt procedure for issuance of
certified copy, iv. Demanding information relating
to third persons, and v. Demanding information
already available in public domain.

Before discussing these modes of misuse,
it would be proper to understand the scheme of the
RTT Act. It is no more res integra that right to get
information is also a fundamental right implicit in
right of freedom of speech and expression
guaranteed under Article 19(1)(a) of Indian
Constitution. The right is not absolute and it is
subject to conditions/ exceptions mentioned in
Indian Constitution vis-a-vis section 8 and 9 of
The RTI Act. Preamble of the Act provides that
revelation of information in actual practice may
conflict with other public interests including
efficient operation of the Government, optimum
use of limited fiscal resources and the preservation
of confidentiality of sensitive information and
hence it is necessary to harmonise these
conflicting interests while preserving the
paramountcy of the democratic ideal.

“Other public interests including efficient
operation of the Government” have been provided
in section 8 and 9 of RTT ACT. Section 8 provides
ten categories of information and states that
notwithstanding anything contained in this Act,
there shall be no obligation to give any citizen such
information. Section 9 provides that the PIO may
reject a request for information where such a
request for providing access would involve an
infringement of copyright subsisting in a person
other than the State. Thus the demand of
information may be denied on any of the grounds
mentioned in section 8 or 9 of RTT Act. This is the
first Check on misuse of rights under the Act. It
may be added here that competent authority [as
defined u/s 2(e) of the Act] may direct disclosure
of information mentioned in section 8(1)(d) and
(e) of the Act in larger public interest. Likewise,
the PIO or appellate authority, after giving
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opportunity to third person(in the manner
provided u/s 11 of the Act) may reveal information
mentioned in section 8(1)(j) of the Act in larger
public interest. Section 8(3) of the Act provides
that exemption of information mentioned u/s 8(1)
[except information mentioned in clause a,c,i) is
lifted after 20 years and it shall then be provided.

It must be kept in mind that Right to
information in a benevolent statute and inspite of
exemptions u/s 8(1) of the Act or the provisions of
Official Secret Act, the information may be
revealed on satisfaction that public interest in
disclosure outweighs the harm to the protected
interests [Section 8(2) of the Act]. Section 22 of the
Act provides that in cases of inconsistency, the
provisions of RTI Act shall prevail over such
provision of other law.

The PIO has also to harmonise between
optimum use of limited fiscal resources and
revelation of information. Section 7(9) of the Act
takes care of it and provides that if revealing
information in the form (certified photo copy or
soft copy or inspection) desired by information
seeker is likely to divert the resources of public
authority or is detrimental to the safety of record in
question, the PIO may provide information by
changing the form. Since RTI Act gives right to
PIO to demand charges from applicant for
preparing copy of information, paucity of fund for
copying cannot alone be an excuse in this section
to plead diversion of resources. If the PIO has
failed to demand charges in time, he cannot take
benefit of his own fault. However, if preparation of
copies of information is likely to consume much
time and there is paucity of staff or if papers are to
be carried to a remote place and there is paucity of
fund for paying carriage charges, then the
information may be provided in other form.This is
second check on misuse of rights under the Act.

For preservation of confidentiality of
sensitive informations, section 24 of the Act gives
power to central government and state government
to exempt intelligence and security agencies
established by it, from revealing information
except information relating violation of human
rights or corruption. Apart from it, section 8§ and 9
also provide for preservation of confidentiality of
sensitive information.This is the third check on
misuse of RTT Act.

According to section 3 of RTI Act, all
citizens have right to get information under the
Act. Thus providing information to non-citizen or
legal person (firms, companies, etc.) is not
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obligatory. This is fourth check on misuse of RTI
Act. It may be mentioned that a citizen may use
the address of a firm or company for demanding
information.

Information held by or under the control of
public authority are only to be provided. If
required information is available in public domain,
the PIO has only to inform the applicant about such
public domain. Thus information available in
public domain and accessible to citizens free of
charge or on payment of fee need not be provided
to an applicant under RTI Act. This is fifth check
onmisuse of rights under RTT Act.

Hon'ble Supreme Court has held that if
there is inbuilt mechanism of providing certified
copy of a piece of information, RTT application for
getting such information is not maintainable. It is
sixth checkon misuse of rights under RTT Act.
Scheme of RTI Act- The Act has adopted simple
and practical approach for providing information.
The information shall be provided to an applicant
in the manner and in the format, it is available in
the establishment. If the desired information is not
in existence, it cannot be created for providing
information to an applicant. The PIO is also not
obliged to prepare any explanation/answer in
respect of such a demand of information.
Information demanded in question form can be
supplied only if the answer is already available in
any form with public authority. The charges for
photo-copying the papers or preparing its soft copy
are payable by applicant. However the charges
must be demanded within 30 days from the date of
receipt of the application failing which, the
information seeker will be entitled to get
information free of cost. If desired information or
any part of it is available with some other public
authority, the PIO has to transfer RTTapplication to
such public authority within 5 days, for providing
information relating to such other public authority.
If desired information or its portion is not available
with public authority and the PIO, inspite of
reasonable inquiry could not find as to with whom,
such information is available, he will inform the
applicant accordingly.

In view of such scheme and procedure as
well as the inbuilt mechanism in the Act itself, to
check misuse of the rights, let us examine the
reasons and solutions of misuse of the provisions.

Demanding voluminous informations
—Rule 3A of Bihar RTI Rules, provide that the
written request for information should be about
one subject. If demand has been made for
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providing information relating to more than one
subject, then PIO is obliged to provide information
relating to first subject only. Rule 8(3) of Patna
High Court Rules provide that “a separate
application shall be made in respect of each subject
and in respect of each year to which the
information relates”

Bihar RTI Rules further provide that
thewritten request for information should
normally be of 150 words. Central Govt. has
amended its rules and has substituted 500 words in
place of 150 words. Patna High Court has also
amended its RTI Rule in 2018 and now amended
Rule 3(a) provides that the request for information
should normally be of 500 words.

RTI Act or Rules, however, nowhere
provide that the demanded information should be
limited to few pages only. So long as the applicant
is ready to pay the charges demanded by
PIO(within 30 days from the date of receipt of RTI
application) for providing information, the PIO is
obliged to provide him complete information
irrespective of number of pages and subject to
exceptions. However, the experience gathered
during hearing of RTI appeals show that in about
90% cases, the PIO failed to demand charges in
accordance with Rules within 30 days and when
the commission issued show cause notice, such
PIO took the plea that the demanded information is
voluminous. Failure to demand charges in time
gives encouragement to applicants to again
demand more voluminous information. Some of
the reasons of delay in demanding charges or not
demanding charges are as follows:-

a. Appointment of inefficient persons as
PIO. Although RTI Act or Rules does not provide
any qualification or status for appointment of P1O,
yet it is expected that person/persons having
capability to balance the conflicting
interestsincluding efficient operation of the
Government, optimum use of limited fiscal
resources and the preservation of confidentiality
of sensitive information, will be appointed PIO by
public authority. An efficient PIO mostly fails in
demanding charges within time or providing
information in time

b. Lake of proper training of P1O and other
employees/officers of public authority. It must be
remembered that providing information is
collective responsibility of the officers/employees
of Public Authority. Every officer/ employee of
public authority is obliged to assist the PIO in
giving information in time on his demand and in
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case of failure to give proper assistance, such
officer/employee may be punished be commission
as deemed PIO u/s 5(5) of the Act. Thus, in
addition to P10, the other officers/employees must
be given training about the provisions of RTT Act.

c. Incomplete Records. Information
seekers mostly allege that the public work has been
done firstly and paper work relating to it was
completed later-on as per convenience and hence
the PIO was unable to count number of pages for
demanding charges. Such practice, if exists in any
public authority, must be discontinued
immediately. It may be mentioned that demanding
unreasonable charges in actionable u/s 18 of RTI
Act.

Repeatedly demanding same information-
If an applicant demands the same information
repeatedly and if information has already been
provided earlier, the P1O is not obliged to provide
him the information. Such applicant may only be
informed that the required has already been
provided through such and such letter. If in
repeated demand, there are few additions to show
that it is different than the earlier demand, the PIO
has to give information about such additional
demand only by mentioning that remaining
information has earlier been given. Sometimes,
same demand of information is made in different
names. In such a case, fee should be demanded
from each applicant within 30 days and
information be provided to such applicant, who
deposits fee. Another mode to deal with the
mischief of repeated demands is to disseminate the
information in public domain. If same information
is demanded from different PIOs and one of the
PIOs has earlier given the information, the other
PIO may demand fee or provide information on
deposit of fee or he may inform the applicant about
letter no. and date through which, he was earlier
informed.

Demanding information, for which there
is inbuilt procedure of issuance of certified copy —
Delhi High Court, vide its judgment dated
1.6.2012 delivered in Registrar Of Companies &
Orsvs Dharmendra Kumar Garg & Anr has
observed that “39. Therefore if another statutory
provision, created under any law, vests the right to
seek information and provides the mechanism for
invoking the said right (which is also statutory, as
in this case) that mechanism should be preserved
and operated, and not destroyed merely because
another general law created to empower the
citizens to access information has subsequently
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been framed.”

The issue was again decided by Delhi
High Court in The Registrar Supreme Court of
Indiav. R S Misra (2017) 244 DLT 179. The Delhi
High Court observed that “54. This Court is further
of the opinion that if any information can be
accessed through the mechanism provided under
another statute, then the provisions of the RTI Act
cannot be resorted to as there is absence of the very
basis for invoking the provisions of RTI Act,
namely, lack of transparency. In other words, the
provisions of RTI Act are not to be resorted to if the
same are not actuated to achieve transparency.”

Above observation was usefully referred
to by Hon'ble Supreme Court with approval in its
judgment dated 4.03.2020 passed in Chief
Information Commissioner Vs High Court of
Gujaratand Anr.

Thus if in-spite of another efficacious
mechanism of taking certified copy of
information, an applicant files application under
the provisions of RTI Act for getting the same, the
PIO may, instead of providing it, inform the
applicant about the mechanism available for
getting certified copy. I may hasten to add that
before giving such information, the PIO must
satisfy himself that desired record is available for
issuing certified copy. If the record is missing, the
PIO must report about it to competent
administrative authority so that steps may be taken
to search the missing record as well as to fix
accountability for its missing. Information of such
factual position shall be given to applicant
forthwith. The PIO must also give so much
information to applicant which may enable him to
apply for certified copy.

Demanding informations relating to third
persons — Definition of “right to information” u/s
2(j) of RTI Act suggest that “information
accessible under the Act” are only to be given.
Thus an information exempted u/s 8(1) of RTT Act
is not accessible under the Act and it can't be
demanded in exercise of right to information.
Section 8(1)(j) of the Act provides that there is no
obligation to provide information which relates
to personal information the disclosure of which
has no relationship to any public activity or
interest, or which would cause unwarranted
invasion of the privacy of the individual unless
the Central Public Information Officer or the
State Public Information Officer or the appellate
authority, as the case may be, is satisfied that the
larger public interest justifies the disclosure of
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such information.

What is personal information is always a
vexed question to be answered. However in Girish
Ramchandra Deshpandevs Cen. Information
Commr. [2013 (1) SCC 212], it was held thatthe
details disclosed by a person in his income tax
returns are “personal information” which stand
exempted from disclosure under clause (j) of
Section 8(1) of the RTI Act, unless the Central
Public Information Officer or the State Public
Information Officer or the appellate authority is
satisfied that the larger public interest justifies the
disclosure of such information.In Canara Bank
Rep. By its Deputy Gen. Manager VsC.S. Shyam
& Anr 2018 (11)SCC 426 Hon'ble Supreme Court
held that “Details of employees of bank, such as
the date of his/her joining, designation, details of
promotion earned, date of his/her joining to
the Branch where he/she is posted, transfers
and the authorities who issued the transfer orders
etc. are personal information of such employees
protected u/s 8(1)(j) of RTI Act. The medical
reports of a person, information relating to his date
and place of birth, family details, details of bank
account, aadhar card no. PAN No. etc are thus
personal information of such person.

It must be remembered that exemption u/s
8(1)(j) RTI Act operates only when the disclosure
of personal informationhas no relationship to any
public activity or interest, or which would cause
unwarranted invasion of the privacy of the
individual. The PIO has to maintain balance
between public interest and privacy of an
individual. However, before providing such
information under RTI Act, the PIO is obliged to
give an opportunity to such person in accordance
with section 11 of RTT Actto file objection, ifany.

Demanding information already available
in public domain- It is no more res-Integra that
there is no obligation to provide information
available in public domain. Only such information
is accessible under the Act which is held by or
under the control of any public authority. The
words “held by’ and “under the control” has been
interpreted by Courts to mean exclusively held by
or exclusively under the control of public
authority. In The Registrar Supreme Court of India
v. R S Misra (2017) 244 DLT 179, the Delhi High
Court held that “55. Section 2(j) of the RTI Act
reveals that the said Act is concerned only with that
information, which is under the exclusive control
of the 'public authority'.” Such finding was
approved by Hon'ble Supreme Court in its
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judgment in Chief Information Commissioner Vs
High Court of Gujarat and Anr. In Karnataka
Information Commissioner Vs State Public
Information Officer &Anr, the applicant, in
addition to other information also demanded
guidelines and rules pertaining to scrutiny and
classification of writ petitions. The PIO intimated
him that the information sought by him was
available in the Karnataka High Court Act and the
Rules. The matter went to High Court which
observed that "The information as sought for by
the respondent in respect of Item Nos. 1, 3 and 4
mentioned above are available in Karnataka High
Court Act and Rules made there under. The said
Act and Rules are available in market. If not
available, the respondent has to obtain copies of
the same from the publishers. It is not open for the
respondent to ask for copies of the same from the
petitioner.” Hon'ble Supreme Court dismissed the
SLP filed against the said order.

Thus the most effective way the avoid
misuse of rights under RTI Act is to place
maximum information (which are not exempted
u/s 8 or 9 of the Act) in public domain. It may be
mentioned that u/s section 4(1)(b) of RTI Act,
every public authority is obliged to voluntarily
disseminate in public domain 17 types of
information mentioned in the section itself and to
update such information at regular intervals.
Experience shows that the said provision has not
been complied with by most of the public
authorities.. If this provision is complied with, the
number of RTT applications would be substantially
reduced and misuse the Act may be minimised.

Record Retention Schedule- In order to
provide information within time limit, it is
necessary that records and registers are properly
arranged in the offices. Section 4(1)(a) of RTI Act
also provides that “Every public authority shall
maintain all its records duly catalogued and
indexed in a manner and the form which facilitates
the right to information under this Act and ensure
that all records that are appropriate to be
computerised are, within a reasonable time and
subject to availability of resources, computerised
and connected through a network all over the
country on different systems so that access to such
records is facilitated.” However, experience show
that in most of the public authorities, this provision
has not been complied. One of the main reasons
surfaced during hearing of appeals and complaints
is paucity of proper space. It appears that in most of
the public authorities, there is no record retention
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schedule and where there is such schedule, it has
become out-dated. The officers and staff are
mostly unaware of it and consequently the records
are not weeded out in time. Thus the offices are
crowded with unnecessary, irrelevant papers
giving opportunity to mischievous persons to
demand the papers as information which are
missing in the bundles of files. Framing of record
retention schedule and weeding out unnecessary
papers in time will not only provide proper and
healthy space in offices but it will also minimise
demand of unnecessary informations under RTI
Act.

Conclusion — From above facts, it may be safely
concluded that the rights under RTI Act are
misused because we ourselves have given space
for such misuse. Nomination of efficient persons
as PIO, proper training of PIO and other officers
and staff, voluntary disclosure of maximum
information (except which are exempted u/s 8 or 9
of the Act), preparation of effective record
retention schedule and its proper compliance are
the solutions to minimise the misuse of the
provisions of RTTAct.

At last I conclude this article with
following observation of Hon'ble Supreme Court
in its judgment delivered in CBSE and
AnrVsAdityaBandopadhyaya and Anr [2011 (8)
SCC497]:

“35. Atthis juncture, itis necessary to clear
some misconceptions about the RTI Act. The RTI
Act provides access to all information that is
available and existing. This is clear from a
combined reading of section 3 and the definitions
of “information' and ‘right to information' under
clauses (f) and (j) of section 2 of the Act. If a public
authority has any information in the form of data or
analysed data, or abstracts, or statistics, an
applicant may access such information, subject to
the exemptions in section 8 of the Act. But where
the information sought is not a part of the record of
a public authority, and where such information is
not required to be maintained under any law or the
rules or regulations of the public authority, the Act
does not cast an obligation upon the public
authority, to collect or collate such unavailable
information and then furnish it to an applicant. A
public authority is also not required to furnish
information which require drawing of inferences
and/or making of assumptions. It is also not
required to provide “advice' or “opinion' to an
applicant, nor required to obtain and furnish any
“opinion' or “advice' to an applicant. The reference
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to “opinion' or ‘advice' in the definition of  a public relation exercise, providefor advice,
“information' in section 2(f) of the Act, only refers guidance and opinion to the citizens. But that is
to such material available in the records of the  purely voluntary and should not be confused with
public authority. Many public authorities have, as any obligation under the RTT Act.”

[The writer of this article is a former District and Sessions Judge, presently working as a
State Information Commissioner at Patna. My thanks are due him because he has
written the article at my request. Our colleague, NK Sinha who is another State
Information Commissioner may like to comment — Principal Editor]

Remembrances :

The recent deaths, occurred in quick succession, of our five colleagues — Manoj Kumar Srivastava,
Ravindra Kumar Sinha, LianKunga, Ashok Kumar and Bhavnath Mishra - has terribly shocked us all.

Manoj and his wife Neena maintained off and on contact with me throughout.Manoj was
exceedingly studious, articulate, knowledgeable and polite gentleman who enriched my knowledge
whenever I exchanged views with him. Manoj had worked with me as an efficient MD of the Tourism
Corporation when [ was Chairman of the Bureau of Public Enterprises in the 1990s. It is difficult for me to
think that Manoj is no more.

RK Sinha had been a very chummy guy, always smiling, who did npt mind even when we called him
Motu. He took no affront to jibes, rather he responded to them with a hearty laughter. We became very close
friends, particularly when we became next door neighbours staying in B-3 type flats on the Baily Road
during the 1960s. RK had brilliant academic records and yet was unassuming. His wife Nishi is a very
intelligent and articulate person. Even after being appointed thrice I could not go, but RK went to Delhi on
deputationto GOI, after which we fell physically apart but he always stayed put in my heart and mind.

I can never forget to recall a common experience with RK. Once it so happened that both of us were
on way to Mumbai as per our respective tour programmes and were by coincidence on the same flight of the
Indian Airlines. After landing at Mumbai airport, we came out and looked out for our cars. RK found his car
but I failed to locate mine. So I not only accompanied him but also put up with him in a double-bed room of
Hotel Taj, which was reserved for him. It was beyond dinner time when we reached the hotel. So, after
check-in, we nibbled some eatables in the coffee shop and retired for the night in the room, after consuming
the fruits kept with the compliments of the Manager. At midnight I felt hungry, not knowing what to do.
Basically being a villager, I picked on a banana out of a vase but to my surprise found it to be made of clay.
RK, thus disturbed, woke up and saw my predicament. We then went to the coffee shop, took omelette with
toast and tea, returned to our room and had a comfortable sleep in rest of the night. After returning to Patna, [
complained to the car-provider, who checked the matter and called back to say, “Sir, according to my
records, you took the car from the airport to Thane and signed it off.” It to me appeared that some other Mr
Singh, might have affirmatively responded to driver's question. 'Are You Singh?' by saying 'yes' and would
have taken to Thane the car meant for RU Singh!

Lian Kunga did not ever work with me but his innocent smiling face always shines before my mind's
eye whenever I think of him.

I remember Ashok as an efficient officer and a man of few words. I had worked with his father, Shri
CB Prasad (IAS-1953) working as DM of Purnea when my entire batch of eight was deputed there tn the
aftermath of the Chinese aggression in 1962 to receive and encamp the onrush of refugees coming from the
north-east.

Bhavnath Mishra was a promoted IAS officer, quite influential and resourceful. He has an amicable
temperament and helpful disposition. All these departed souls had eventful innings in the service. The
world is truly like a stage where actors appear, enact their roles and eventually disappear from the stage for
all times to come. For our colleagues who are no more with us physically, let us pray: May the God
Almighty grant Sadgati to their pious souls and strength to the bereaved families to bear their irreparable
losses.

- Principal Editor
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3 {5 98 UH 9Ifd i 87

IRT a9 & U FN—FHT01 9 39 AWl |
U {8y AT 31U B | SRIW AIhR Ud fARIeR g8
B BT DI © | FAYLH FEvS B Ui sl 3,

qqUEETd A 9H e 8 99 BB B ARAT IR
AT B | HER BT\ AT € 620 (099 I TR FaT,
S s/M i @1 T R | swe argarh
WRRR & FRIGR BT & AHT R GBI B AT
g7 BRa & | $A1S € 1 ot 3= ATy @ 8k fava
DI Y TS STTAEIT SHBT TFHT BT & |

AT FAR H AT BT BT Fat 8 E B
T AR @] H AT B IRR T ARTSD B (el
BT AN PEd & IR T8 a1 Ol -1el & Fo 71 U
I | gRAIIT HR - TR AT | off
S | fasm & &S &9 § Ad B ARG 9T TG
AR TR g A B 8Y ©, olfbd AfK B | BH
|HY ¥ Bl F 3 FHSAT 91E Al I8 Pl o]
BN f A9a ARass U9 A9 IRR & U R 9
TSR e € | VT 9T 81T © foh o7 &9 =X B
qI fea &I ISdel 9¢ ST & AT e 8l fdh=ir
FARIT R Fds SR R W QR a1 I78 37 S &
3R AT BT AT el ST R |

UrEE ST | OB IS @l aRE fasm @
T Td ATt BT 31U+ foid™ &7 SR &1 g1 oF

7%, Jedl, U 3MS Pl URHTAR BT HY AT bR
foraT T TR $ W e Bfead B F BfeE ur
S WR A BT Bl AP dTel URHTER WU DI
IRbeTT BT SgHd AT | HIs-Iollas! Ud @l &
JFRIST # I, T, fIw], Tl WUl A & w@od Bl
39 T 1 ag I @R § fF SeR g8 @
IRGATT € S HB IR U D [dAR HAT BT
afathel & | IR 99 H HayerH g vd wfdd & w9 4
gie & <1 I BT RGBT BT UTGHTE 8311 | SHI1 &
Uciid gad Ua gedl oI Jaa= el 9 ugfed gu |
AT LHR BT oIl STaT 4T Uo7 ®Y 7 9l ey 2 |

Riifd AMG B A T8l qH Ugd el Tl |
P fgmi 7 s Seed 9 ARt T9d
RIGTT &1 fadTe= fohar o | 99Ta 4 faedr I@as
I e fawdl W 799 vd o d/er wea |
R AT 3R T8 I ABe & GF UP S 91 U
TS Tl 3 | BT B H 59 YA H AN AT @l
IR IR S g8 —bH AN, 9 AT, A AT T&
RTST ART | AU 9T 31 $OT & Aegq H HHAN
@1 HET AN T, AT H B G D AR HSTYRU! o
I 37 AU ST W GERIT © | AATANT vd e
BT ¥l STIR BT HUT YT BT ARIH H1H B FAR YT

TET 3M1fe 2l BT GRSl 2Ty B G Bl ggdr
& Y | A 2B BT TG Ul =T 1€ B BT
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fasm & weafa A o9 ur g9 ol & | ST ¥ pNe
g1 9l 99 918 9Raay § F8f¥ urdSiell ° ST AN &

(8) wHII—ea™ (meditation) H T 3fdRTeT TH &8
P AT BT © | ISTANT B [ YT bl 1f~ad

3173 3T BT RAGTT Ul BT oI | /ST AT DT AHST
% forw 349 3 (8) Referal &1 wweHT anawds 21 3
AN & S U & 1S US4 & Sl HAHR BH AR
PR OR YT BT & =—(1) IJ9— g, fe,
3T, 3TURYE Ud dared (W oD w1 g9 df=
3MEd! BT U R AT U X INT & Ygel dd
1 ffor F=aT 21 (To put it in positive language, it
means benevolence, integrity, honesty, self
discipline and self dependence)

(2) Frw— TIR® gIfE & Siua gl 719a 1u
3R IGRINTS A9 & ol arareRvl &7 FrHfor =ar

21 (Niyams are cleanliness, contentment, austerity,

spiritual study and worship of God) |

(3) JIMET—|ART HAR U B INT AFCI &, IR I8
A IR & SH drorfl, dred Ud fhareiierar dar
BT BT U DT © | §AD AR AT F A
YRR BT AN & AR 911 © | S s & o
Bt # ff AT BT A IR g RBqas aram Tt
gl

(4) YTITRIH-YTOT &1 H I+ T Ufshar &
RIS R TRIR BT A A SIS 6T I8 U1 8 | avaid
H 0 AT BT AT B R AT ST Fhll 2 |

(Pranayam consists in controlling themotions of

inhalation and exhalation) |

(5) TRMER—YTUMIT & SURT 91 A9 ReR &9 o Telm
2 T4 9183 g1 I 79 &l Wigd (Interiorisation) BT
I UTER © | (Restraining of mind is Pratyahar) |
(6) erRuT—uTER (Interiorisation) & SURTT A &I
UH W R Bigddm<e & TIRT &R0 2 | (The sixth
step of Yoga is Dharna orconcentration) |

(7) SIF—H9 B UH W R Bi-ad W& B SR
FATRATT STET H SATET FHI Tb IR G &
(meditation) ¥ | (When Dharana becomes steady and

the mind does not go to any other object, the state of
mind is called Dhyana or meditation)

TSTd FHIY & STl IR TR 981 & YaTd & & g
ST ¥&dal 2| (Dhyana continued successfully
culminates in the next step Samadhi) I 3TST R
T & a8 GART Bl P AU 2 | STeaidrol | Ho 41
T e BIT ©; R, WA 31 Reyfay {5 1 urat g8
g Al G& NI & | ART 7 511 Ukl T &
e 7181 2 afed g8 Sa@T vfdfew 713 2 |

31T e fRavar 9 €1 Rifegdt ura B 2
JTOTIITH T 37T Geb TRIDT & Sl Nadh, HiIdh Vg IR
A A T fsharsil | qul 81T © | JMSidhd $9
=T s M A W) yafrd fhar &7 WeT & | s e
A R @ H Ghol BT | TSR, 9RO U9 €919 U
B FAdEne Bl @ A9 Raferdt & & U & 91
T T B S 2| $P] HHAR AR S
A fRrq—ars @1 SFfI a7 ¥ Ry wfdy e &,
I IS AT B g8 Reafdy & S e s &1
R WIdl & | A4 Sfiaq &1 Aefear g4 "4afife
3T 1 UTMT 3 ©; Qlefd, HRT—fIelr 3 781 |

The one is self consciousness and the other is where
life is functioning without an ego sense. The feeling
of egoism is only on the middle. When the mind is
below this middle line, there is no feeling of 'I', and
yet the mind works. When the mind goes below this
line, itis called SAMADHI or super-consciouness.”

Fixing the mind on the lotus of the heart or on the
centre of the head, is what is called Dharna. Next the
multiplicity of these waves gives place to unity and
one wave only is left in the mind — this is Dhyana,
meditation; when the whole of the mind has become
one wave, it is called Samadhi. If the mind can be
fixed on the centre for twelve seconds, it will be a
Dharana; twelve such Dharana will be a Dhyana; and
twelve such Dhyanas will be a Samadhi.

a0a

[The author is presently the Secretary of Bihar Vidyapith which had been set up at Patna by Mahatma
Gandhi in 1921, along with similar educational institutions at Kashi and Ahmadabad. It has a hoary past
in that Dr Rajendra Prasad had been its Vice Chancellor, Dr Anugrah Narain Sinha and Acharya Badrinth
Verma teachers and JP among students.I was privileged to be its Secretary from 1997 to 2000. I may
recall that Rana Awadhesh had worked with me in the BSRTC and CM Secretariat-RU Singh]
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Tilak and Jinnah

The story of Gangadhar Tilak the litigant and his lawyer, Mohammad Ali Jinnah.

During the pandemic I have written a lot about
judges and lawyers who have been denied their
rightful seat at the High Table of History. Now is
a good time to make a double exception.

So I instead write about a litigant and one
who already has a venerated place at the High
Table. This litigant coincidentally is credited
with having popularized Ganesh Chaturthi as a
symbol of patriotic bonding just as Tagore, who
admired this litigant to no end, was credited with
making the tying of Rakhis by Hindoos and
Moslems, an instrument of protest against
Curzon's Partition of Bengal.

This is the story of the trial of this litigant
defended by the one of the most celebrated
lawyers of the Bombay Bar which, historian
Irfan Habib claims, is known by very few
people.

While neither the client nor his lawyer
need any rehabilitation, perhaps their relation-
ship might. In fact, it from the warmth of their
relationship that sprung the Lucknow Pact of
1916 which was the last hope for a united India!

What better way to start than to recall
Kanji Dwarkadas, who is cited by the legendary
AG Noorani in his book, Jinnah and Tilak:
Comrades in the Freedom Struggle: “The two
great political circles in Bombay at that time [c
1916] were Sardar Griha, where Tilak lived and
Jinnah's chambers in the High Court. All
political roads led to these two places for
organization, consultation and decision”.

Jinnah's junior, MC Chagla recalls “I
might mention here that during my long
association with him, I found that Jinnah always
showed the greatest respect and regard for Tilak.
Two persons in public life for whom Jinnah
showed the greatest respect where Gokhale and
Tilak.”

First Trialin 1897:
'Lokmanya' Tilak was a veteran at being
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pitted against his sovereign for sedition. He
faced the Queen Empress for the first time in
1897 in Queen Empress v. Bal Gangadhar Tilak
(ILR [XXII] Bom 112) when he was 42 years
old. He had written articles in his publication
Kesari which the British found objectionable.
Tilak was found guilty and sentenced to 18
months in prison. The Full Bench of the High
Court refused to interfere quibbling on what the
term “disaffection” meant. The famous Kanga
was part of Tilak's legal team.

Second Trialin 1908:

The story, however, did not end for our
famous litigant as Tilak was not one to rest easy.
He would go on to make more speeches and
publish his writings unnerving the colonial
masters. He would again return to the dock for
Emperor v. Tilak [ (1908) 1I0BOMLR 848] in
1909, and this time he was tried by a special jury
in the High Court itself presided by the Parsi
judge Justice Davar at the Third Criminal
Sessions of the Bombay High Court. Tilak was
defended by Calcutta Barristers LP Evans Pugh
and Garth, though at some stage, even Jinnah
was associated with the proceedings. After 8
days of trial from July 13 to 22, 1908, Davar
packed off the jurors with controversial
instructions. For instance, referring to Tilak's
article which referred to terrorism in Bengal
with alleged admiration, Davar's jury instruction
was:

“If one talks of patriotism in connection
with bombs, bombs that effect murders, you are
the judges of the question whether such a
discussion tends or does not tend to bring
Government established by law in India into
hatred or contempt in the minds of the readers.”

The jury retired to deliberate for a couple
of'hours and the big court room was silent.

'"The dim gas-light in the hall only added to the
effect of the dead silence on the part of the
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spectators who were looking from the Judge to
Mr Tilak and from Mr Tilak to the judge.'

Justice Davar sent message to the
foreman, and by 7 PM, he knew what he had to
do. However, he waited till the Court could be
beefed up. His was right to be concerned, as
within hours of the news of the jury deliberations
leaking out, thousands had gathered at the Court
Complex. The torrential Bombay Monsoons
only worsened it for all.

The jurors were called in at ten at night
and the foreman informed that being deadlocked
at 7 to 2, they were unable to arrive at a
unanimous verdict. The judge, without
hesitation, hastily sentenced Tilak to 6 years
imprisonment, ruling: “Your hatred of the ruling
class has not disappeared during these ten years
and these articles deliberately and defiantly
written week after week...”.

He termed even this as “misplaced
leniency”, as he reminded in his judgment that
he could have well packed off Tilak to the
Andaman Cellular Jail on transportation for life!

As Davar made his ruling, the gathered
crowd which witnessed Tilak being whisked
away, erupted in furore. Chaos reigned and the
mounted police was galloping in every direction
to disperse the crowd.

MC Chagla, who was a Dadar school
boy when Tilak was sentenced and riots broke
out in Parel, recalls that close at the heels of
Justice Davar sentencing Tilak to six years
imprisonment, he was rewarded with a
Knighthood and the Bombay High Court Bar
Association wanted to host a dinner in his
honour. When the circular came to Jinnah's
chamber, the future Father of Pakistan wrote a
scathing note to the effect that the Bar should be
ashamed to want to give a dinner to a judge who
had obtained a knighthood by doing what the
Government wanted and by sending a great
patriottojail.

News travels fast, and the furious judge
summoned the lawyer to his chambers.

“How do you think I have treated you in
my court Mr Jinnah?”

“Very well Sir.”

“Why did you write a note like this
againstme?”

Prayaas

22

Jinnah answered that he had so written
because he thought that it was the truth and
however well Davar may have treated him, he
could not suppress his strong feeling about the
manner in which he had tried Tilak's case.

Third Trialin 1916:

Tilak was not done being in the dock. On
July 22, 1916, JA Guider, the deputy inspector-
general of police, moved the District Magistrate
of Poona charging history-sheeter Tilak with
“orally disseminating” seditious content in three
speeches. One delivered at Belgaum on May 1,
1916 and the other two at Ahmednagar on May
31 and June 1 of the same year.

Tilak had to face his third sedition trial,
and this time he reached out to his friend
Jinnah.This is the story of that third trial. Jinnah,
by now, was 'recognized as one of Indias top
political leaders.

The case of the prosecution was that in
the Marathi speeches, Tilak had committed
sedition. In his excitement, the English
prosecutor Bimming admitted that the most
damning part of Tilak's speech was that he had
claimed that there was more peace in the time of
the Peshwas than under the British Imperial
Government.

Jinnah sneakily interrupted and asked
“Do you have personal knowledge to disprove
this assertion?” The prosecutor snapped back “I
have read my history”.

Jinnah had got his English opponent
precisely where he wanted him and calmly
replied in the presence of the anxious Magistrate
C W Hatch, “Yes, you have read the history
written by the British”.

As the trial proceeded, the prosecutor
felt Jinnah's heat. In fact, he candidly admitted to
the judge that he was hesitant to offer the
translator as a witness as he was afraid Jinnah
would demolish him in his cross examination!

Noorani claims that Tilak wanted to fight
the case with a “political spin” which was shot
down by Jinnah, who would, in coming years, be
found cold and emotionless by India's most
glamourous Viceregal couple. Jinnah was
adamant that the case should only be tried on
legal technicalities.

Jinnah's central argument was that
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Tilak's intent had been lost in translation and that
all his speeches, he advocated pacific and lawful
means to bring about change in government
policies.

Hamdani, in his latest biography of
Jinnah, writes: “Jinnah then asked the crucial
question, what is a government established by
law? “Take the army. Is it sedition to attack it?

Magistrate Hatch remained unconv-
inced. He ruled: “Mr Jinnah's contention that it is
not the government that Mr Tilak is attacking but
only the Civil Service will be discarded at once
by anyone who reads the speeches through.”

He sentenced Tilak to a good behavour
bond of Rupees Twenty Thousand.

Jinnah would have none of it. He had a
criminal revision application filed in the High
Court wherein he complained that the nuances of
and exceptions to Section 124A of the Penal
Code had escaped the Magistrate's attention. He
insisted that Tilak's intention was not to cause
disaffection, but was a genuine criticism and the
translations made were not verbatim and hence
inadmissible.

Jinnah again pressed his point that the
Civil Service was not the same as the
“Government” and the “Government” was the
“King in Parliament”. He even cited Halsbury's
Laws of England to make his point that there
could be no sedition without intention.

The Division Bench of Batchelor and
Shah JJ in their decision on November 9, 1916 in
Emperor v Bal Gangadhar Tilak, ruled that
disaffection was not simply the absence of
affection. However, the Court would not buy
Jinnah's arguments that expressing loyalty to the
Crown was sufficient to ward off a sedition
charge or that attacking civil servants was not
the same as attacking the Crown. However, in a
shot in the arm for Tilak, it held that advocating
Swarajya was not synonymous with creating
disaffection.

Both the European and Indian justices
had issued concurring opinions and Jinnah's

revision stood allowed, making him the
Congress' most sought after leader! Whether the
growing colonial realization that the colony's
demand for some measure of self-rule
could not longer be put-off, influenced the
Court will never be known. However, what we
know is that Justice Shah, in his concurring
opinion, went out of his way to pin the Advocate
General to his concession that the Imperial
Government had no objection to the general
theme of Tilak's three speeches - Swarajya or
self-rule!

The story of Jinnah's victorious defence
of Tilak has been conveniently white-washed by
the two nations which were born from their
efforts.

MC Chagla:

It was that Dadar School boy, MC
Chagla, who would, as Chief Justice of the same
Court that convicted the litigant, inaugurate on
July 15, 1956, the tablet outside the courtroom
where Tilak was tried, long after both litigant
and lawyer were no more.

Justice MC Chagla confessed to the
gathering:

“Justice according to law becomes a rather
empty and futile expression when you are
dealing with much greater and a more exalted
force like freedom or patriotism and the love of
one's country. Therefore, without imputing
motives to the judges who did their duty
according to their light in convicting and
sentencing Tilak, it was equally the duty of
judges functioning in a free country to make it
clear that what constituted a crime in British
times had become a positive contribution to the
freedom and progress of the country”.

The tablet he inaugurated immortalized
the litigant's last words at his second trial:

“There are higher powers that rule the
destiny of men and nations and it may be the will
of providence that the cause I represent may
prosper more by my suffering than by my
remaining free”.

e T T e
[The author is a Delhi-based lawyer, with acknowledgements to Mr Ghose whose

articleis published here - Principal Editor]
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UGB Baret

FArgaTdt f3re1em

(= sy e e (#)

IRET HT OH Td ATAI—aTaad Uh f3eTadh
URER ¥ B3TT AT | $9 TIRE V&0 TBR S
faRraa & e o | 97 S iU & 918 dIvs

FIRA BT 7oy & form |
=y RRRThl | RS B SIHHR)
el {5 9g & aatrdl # faTe &7 U/ aars

DI geTg Wl BR ol 1| oET g IR DI
aTRaTRa Saw GRE ¥ ¥R 47 | oifdhd 39
R 39 99 fquRrai &1 ugre R uer o9
ID Ui B RIS 4 B T R T
IR X8 T off | 3w et H e e @
&2 ¥ I U 8lg Whot H el & ug &
forg amae faam iR s & 371y fogfa
BT |

Y HEFI 9 URME AHI 9 TS
Bl & o9 IRl 99 faenay § fRrfére
IR ATIdl BET B FARI-—<SIOR B ®U H
PHRRA o | 519 W 9 FoIT | 1T, 9% WR
N TR 9 T & G BE-9ERN &
JNTATH Pl IR I8 Ad—al—H4 Ml
<fl, B T e M & ol faemeft &1
BIedx Wl Hol—gael HuSl # A1al, U @l
99 TR d3dl, IRIHTRG BIHR §¢ & W
YT UGTS PHRaT IR B gord & RR ==
fhu gu AW ofoe eR dlc Smar| wifie
et # e @ do H 9ed BH
dR e | ¥ 9= fode @1 7g gfe
A @A AR IAA YD PR b AT D

REd | AT W AYR RGNSl B HA
H 1 fdre & gfel SR Bl Wre R,

H e 3 FaR e W O IR 98 e
3T HRAT T | 39 URad & IR A &
forw e foF 9 e @ 1 SS9 ;R W
T} | 981 SR I8 a1 el fb B e gd
fsre & fOar @ 9g 1 T off 3R S8l
T3 < o fohd) oramey T | Nifsd Saa!
Al I—3r>AT W ST U AfH | [
BT oY | I8 99 T@HR RGN T 749 foge
T 3R AT & Ufd SHdT e 9o ddhey
3R Y52 &l T | I Q7T 9 & S8/ 99 W
eIy eur o= g% HR 3T, A4l 98 DT
JMUAT €Y 9T BT | 319 PefT # 37 UR d T
faenfefal @1 7-&—7= emfafe ar <l
cfdh S®T geier faqrg a1 ok & gfa
EAT| AdolgE,  faqre & g,
BRIGCY, UgAE, e dg §HB  H
ATLEIGTTeh FEIR B T IR AT eh Uer H
I FElT | U I YT B forT | SHD
Ruré w18 W forar S & b 98 s+
DeT BT Fqarad faemeft 2 |

T e fasre &1 | &1 e 81 T |
T oA 98 He—RM HUS H et g7 Uh
SUER ATHR IRETSN & g1 # e 8k arelr
5 T8 SFD! Jf B Tl BT 8R & oy ereff #

R ff S fae @ T Rerfy gd
R o | /B B Al # I Aged H
T SBH ST fb S fadrg &1 Sfia=
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TG FHT 9P Tl I bt forar ar o |
I I8 Y BT fh R 9 39 U= a1 S99
T 3IR 2RI AT P ATHT BT 2Mi= ey |
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RSO & =9 31l A S WeR |
faoIy SrawRl TR S IR W Bl | SER
ARETSH & ARy 79 BT des;, B (s =1
T 3T SRR UITFT BT A Ul BHefrafl H
At SN ¥@7 | Afgd PR B 9 I8 ST

M) IRETSN BT Ugell HAR H B T SIei
TP ATHT Glell g7 o, g R s s
TR Al & oI Sifre of | TIRETSN BT <&d 8
feIe 378 Ug A T 3R 37U+ gosd & T
H9 W SARPR A AAT| Gosd o Al B

e & forv S faenerd | =rar T fee
RS & oIy g=rare W@y 98 foRaax
Bre T fb W eEd |l H @ d@
Igal B W A I T g FataH B |
SAd 9 YRS & A1 SIDHI GUD

TRO—efhR ST 3mefate g fhar | Hf’
DI Al BT R U S@DHR G DI 3N W
I | 98 I BB THI B foY FW o 7|
Tg W A € | AT H S o Al g, I8

Ge—AT AT W YRGS IHD 3
q BT faeroe el gdi | THa—yarg 3faxd
S | FoAdr R8T| 3R aul dd Tel | gER

gD Iolg | Bl % | 38 Udh R Bl 9] &
?/Y H TR BT &7 & | fhx S99 hal,
IR 3T 3R IR 1T B I g8 gifda

YRS Ha—gdd Bl UpTdl  SilaH
TSR & |

1 SR U e WRETSH BT wmal
BT Uh 30 B e Ry fasrg =1 o
ofT, ST 319 fhsdl Waled U UR 3MRAE o7 | U
H I ARSI DI Al HEPR Faed
o1 3R 2TeT H I 814 & oIy fa2y w7 3
ol b off | Al B e o uged fag o
TSIl 8 U g1 PR TS | TN fad 99 W
AdR BIHR ARG A HT 8R' U1 §U {B
e TAPR S faT Fear § fdars—wred v
uge A, STET 981 AT H SATHT FHieToT
3Teirer™ |rhl vd HREN wR faRrerm e o |
AT IR—] BT Hel T | FANTIbH] Heprd

YAl & A1l Bl 3ffcHs g Al fAe | 3R
319 =T Bl Al < ST #-07 -1 Wiy BIedl 3fiR H
T ST urar & et 4T 81| RSN 7
Rrafdar wrd gY ®el, ‘fare, Jrer fear § @
T ST Tl fob Ucdiep fR1ereh H Qb |l 1 STeT
BT 327 off BT =MV | SRR 7 eI PIS HaH
T8 &1 oft, oIfhT oI Pel uar o b g
ggTaRel H HeRT & & oIy I9aT &1 faa
HRT JT 3IH Uedd(dd 8l BT & |

9 RE (I BT To—A1g BT I AR
YRGS Bl J3—R™T & g& &7 3faa™ A
T | BT Al B ATHT & 3P F HYGT 8
Rt =T PerT & i ATl faAE’ B

U B SHBT AT HAR AT |
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Tidbits

WHAT A MAN, APJ Kalam?

In 2014, a company called 'Saubhagya Wet
Grinder' was a sponsor in some event where Mr
APJ Abdul Kalam was the chief guest.

The sponsor presented a gift to him
which he respectfully declined to accept. The
sponsor explained that it was just a grinder and
requested him to accept. He took the gift without
any further argument.

Next day APJ sent his person to the
market to find out the price of the grinder. He
later made out a cheque from his personal
account of the market price and sent it across to
the company.

As expected the company decided not to
depositthe cheque.

The story does not end here. He followed
up with his bank and when the due deduction did
not happen in time, he informed the company to
deposit the cheque or else he would be
constrained to send the grinder back.

Seeing his resolve, the company
deposited the cheque but made a photocopy of
the same and framed it and kept it on display.
This is the picture of that cheque.

How many in the high offices can match
this level of ethics in public life?

a0aa

Tricky Questions and Witty Answers.
Q.

A.
Q.

How can you drop a raw egg onto a
concrete floor without cracking it?
Concrete floors are very hard to crack!

If it took eight men ten hours to build a
wall, how long would it take four men to
build it?

No time at all its already built.

How many birthdays does the average
Japanese woman have?

Just one. All the others are annivers-aries.
If you had three apples and four oranges in
one hand and four apples and three
oranges in the other hand, what would you
have?

Very large hands.

How can you lift an elephant with one hand
9

It is not a problem, since you will never
find an elephant with one hand.

How can a man go eight days without sleep
9

He sleeps at night.

Why it is impossible to send a telegram to
Washington today?

Because he is dead.
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If you throw a blue stone into the red sea
what will it become?

Itbecomes wet. 1

What often falls but never gets hurt?

Rain

What is that no man ever saw which never
was butalways will be?

Tomorrow

What looks like halfapple?

The other half.

What can you never eat at breakfast?
Dinner.

What gets wet while drying?

Atowel.

What 3 letters change a girl into a woman?
Age.

What happened when wheel was
invented?

It caused arevolution.

How isiteasy to weigh a fish?

Because it has its own scales.

Why does abike rest on its legs?

Because itistwo tyred.

Bay of Bengal is in which state?

Liquid state.
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Sneaky Sayings! Advance.”

1.  AdvertisementInalong Island Shop: 8. SignInDriving School:
Guitar, for sale; Cheap; no strings If your wife wants to learn to Drive, Don't
attached. stand in her way.

2. AdinHospital Waiting Room: 9. Behind every Great Man, there is a
Smoking helps you lose weight; One lung Surprised Woman.
atatime! 10. Thereasonmen lieis because

3. Onabulletin board: women ask too many Questions.
Success Is Relative. The more ihe Success, 11. Laugh and the world laughs with you,
the more the Relatives. Snore and you sleep alone

4. When I read about the evils of Drinking; I 12.  The surest sign that intelligent life exists
gave up Reading elsewhere in the Universe is:

5. My Grandfather Is Eighty and still doesn't Surely the fact that it has never tried to
need glasses; He Drinks straight out of the contactus.
Bottle. 13. SignataBarber's Saloon in Detroit :

6.  You know your kids have grown up; when We need your heads to run our Business.
Your Daughter Begins To Put On Lipstick ~ 14. SigninaRestaurant:
or when your son starts yo wipe It off All Drinking Water in this Establishment

7.  Sign in a Bar: “Those of you who are has been personally Passed by the
Drinking to Forget, please do Pay In Manager.

aana

Definitions aka Mobiles

College life is like Reliance, Karlo Duniya
Mutthi Mein.

Bachelor Life is like Airtel, Aisi Azadi aur
Kahan.

After Engagement life is like Idea, Jo Badal de
aapki Duniya.

After Marrige is like Vodafone, Where you go.
network Follows.

After birth of Kids life is like BSNL, All lines are
Busy.

But friendship is like LIC, Zindagi ke saath bhi,
Zindagi ke baad bhi!

aaa
Corect Answers, Zero Marks
Q.1 Inwhich battle did Tipu Sultan Die? Ans. On His Birthday..
Ans. Inhis Last Battle. Q.6 How will you Distribute 8§ Mangoes
Q.2 Where was the Declaration of among 6 People ?..
Independence Signed? Ans. By Preparing Mango Shake..!!
Ans. Atthe Bottom ofthe Page. Q.7 Where's thhe maximum ice —fall in India?
Q.3 Whatisthe Main Reason for Divorce? Ans. "Inthe glass of whiskey."
Ans. Marriage. Q.8. Why Hindu Law does not permit Second
Q.4 GangaFlows in which State? Marriage?
Ans. Liquid State.. Ans. Article 20(2)-says, "No man can be
Q.5 When was Mahatma Gandhi Born? punished twice for same offence"
aaa

Irony of life:

The Lawyer hopes You get into trouble,
The Doctor hopes You get sick,
The Landlord hopes You don't buy a House,

The Dentist hopes Your Tooth Decays,
The Mechanic hopes Your Car's Breakdown,
Only a Thief wishes You"a Sound Sleep!"

a0aa

Prayaas

27

July-Sept. 2020



Tidbits

Strange New Words and Definitions

{— From Whatsapp (@

How about getting acquainted with these new words:

New
Errorist:
Askhole:

Nonversation:

Destinesia:

Unkeyboar
dinated:

Cellfish:

Textpectation:

Carcolepsy:
Hiberdating:

Dejapoop:

Old
Terrorist
Asshole

Conversation

Amnesia
Keyboar-
dinated
Selfish
Expectation
Epilepsy
Hibernating

Déjavu

Meaning
Someone who repeatedly makes mistakes.

A person who constantly asks for your advice, yet
always does the opposite of what you tell them.

A completely worthless conversation, wherein
nothing is illuminated, explained or otherwise
elaborated upon. Typically occurs at parties, bars or
other events.

When you get to where you were intending to go,
you forget why you were going there in the first
place.

Lacking physical or mental keyboard coordination,;
unable to type without repeatedly making mistakes.

Those who continue to talk on their cell phone,
oblivious to the effect on others around them.

The anticipation one feels when waiting for a
response to a text message.

The inability to stay awake and alert when in
anything that moves like car, train, plane and bus.

Someone who ignores all their other friends when
they are dating a boyfriend or a girlfriend.

The feeling that the same shit keeps happening.
aaa

Prayaas

Science-Miracle-Art

Absence of medicine to cure Covid-19 is Science:

Yet, recovery of Covid patients is Miracle; and
Hospital Bills on treatment running to lakhs is Art!
e
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Obituaries

S offs A FeI TET AT STHTS,
gl Al 910 TRAT Hed-Had |

sft 7T STaRd, {oYoWo (1980) YR
YINIfh Wal & TUh HHS, O[T, AITS
TR o, faFid 13 eFRd 2020 & fos1 s
e A AN A U Ueh IS STgwdl |rell bl @l
fear € wsa & fafa= frat qer favrn #, STt
SD! YGRITIAT &1, S AT B I Pl XD
JNIBRY / HHARI 3TTST 37U AMYDT [Idmet FEqH B
BT B, I8 Sd! AT T2l Faa-T2iieldl BT W
THIOT 8 | S8 Io—f2d BT g9em Y oR <@ 3R
Fl & a8 | S99 9 o 38 | S8 < &
MY fIvafaened I A IRT BT TR 33—
foram o SR fafi= seRIErT Rerv—a=<i & S=iA
ATHTIRTD aRa<=, TRIdT, dferdi & offfd S==a+ o
Tafod eme—ed fer W fafr= ufossa wie—
qf3repratl H U 8Y | 3Mfdiep, derftie e &
faf= Afedl TR SHGT I 1= TR o 3R S
RIS faRTERY # Y TIRET A AT STrai o | fRrer
fOTT U gemeh RToT faumT H ueRen & faAt | o
S!S AT 3MMS, S IR & AN AT #
gl et TS | 5 Rorat 3§ 9 9 geRenfue ',
SPT fAgTqel Hag-TeTd el gHI @4l H ET|
I D e 9 &9 3roH 19 & U Raeell aRks
|refl & @ e 7, el afayfd & dwa T8t
BT |

ST AIST sfrarada 89 faver 1fraRay # o,
318 AIfIPR I 31fdd By &) uRareg oY | T 9
3T YIS G & forg e fhy W <@,
IAY Pl 3B T O TRIGRT B o1y | I STt o,
T 1 g W R, dAidied SHdT YrIfiear # ET|
T & fafi= Tt & i I gwem ereigar |
e fdar oar e afeer 8, Renfie @,

TRER B A1 TS & §1a A J ATHg a9 2 |
39T 35 AT B AT H AR & RIATIHRI & =
H S 550 FTafEreiRal § J wnfae o, RN=er ==
FETTHAl B AT B dTell BrieIel gq fhar |
1985 H ATSTT ATANT & SUTHET & w4 § ATHISA
Rig 7 9afea arfor faera @ Io=T o g9
ANTET 1 JR—R U=iEr &1 o |

fIeR # g ® & A1 f9ER R aRarer
P IRETAT BT IRAfAD ERTAA TR ATBR HIA BT
Y s Bl o & | fagR Rer aRaresn & faf=
ARG Wfeed deere, Arfeari, Remfacr o
e R gaiv <o # R @ far # emAs @
RGN 98 # I d AHerdl U Bl | DS &
gdy feerd & $U H guT &l [98R gie & 3U H
I R ARGl TTHAION B SHIAT9 Bl G gl
<Y | IMUST e fOUTT & Uee |fd @ U #§ 2007
& {97 91 BT 5T FHErerar AR AT & AT
BT [HAT I8 Mg AT ST & | STTI YT
URITA® BT B8 ORI G & AT
BT Bl gY T ey |

qread # Sl wEIST shadd 3 Wk @
off, ST FTSTa S AT 11 R | 37T S DI &
Bl I BT e 21 faar SareRard g% fawa
e 3 FaoeIRS H "Red B 1Y YIINIh
Jar H 3M Y, oAfhd IruIE BT AT &1 I |
ameed T8l fb < &R faSw & 3Md Bl
U ¥ 9 AhAdl (96 oS 2 | 2009 H 9 Ul
Ffad I g SHest erer Balfdg f{el o,
RT® il ofad Thel 31 SHIAIHaT 9 Ul 3R
A= 39 AT R (9T Wy Q)T fHAT| 2002 H
3ois © g Red dex & Rad el & wu #

UFHR B, AT fhar a1 51ffe gdi & 9 S9!
Ugd ga—Ae W Sl off | ameeR] T8 fd ome
AT HIfSAT R = Ared B fore oY a1 favar <
BT 8, dI Y & forg Y, TR H S WRIGR]
@ forg Y |

1980 H T &I Faled FaT ARATT TAD
[T BT TRIETT § aRIAT B H TIART H U & 918
U T[RRI I8 BT AaT 3 A 79T & T | 1Y
SR ¥ AT & U WR I8 gY AU Hal HIe H
ST AT 3R IHD J5cR ham=Iad & fory
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ST I fbhaT 1T |

fafr=T TR QIR STARRTSE T STHielt / 100
ff 31 TR forRa o1 919 3@ 3edd 3iR JTgHa
BT foT S Fopar ©, N Th1ef@d STd BT Th
T3 e T | 3TMUd JAd ST § WA= Us
TaHeferfe 3 sfear uemIfe &= & s oY foredt
THRE P DI ANE WHR DI ST 2 |

— Contributed by Deepak Anand,
IAS, 2007 based on inputs from
Shri Siddharth, IAS, 1991.
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Memories left behind...

Shri Ravindra Kumar Sinha, IAS (1962)

(July 17, 1938 — August 21, 2020

He liked to call himself 'Grand Old
Man', but never grew old, lived life with king-
size ambitions and a king-sized heart. His
colleagues remember him as a man who was
always helpful to everyone. Behaved like an
elder brother to his colleagues and as father
figure to the new entrants. Never lost his cool
or spoke against anyone. He was a jovial
person who laughed even when one threw a
jibe at him. They remember him as a thorough
professional and neutral in his views. His first
posting in the secretariat was as Under
Secretary Finance in the year 1965. He was
PWD Secretary in 1982, when the Gandhi Setu
on the Ganges was inaugurated by the then
Prime Minister Late Mrs. Indira Gandhi. He
held various important charges. He was CMD
BSIDC. In Government of India, he held the
charge of Secretary in Ministry of Industry.
His last assignment was Member, Public
Enterprises Selection Board, Government of
India. He was not only a excellent
administrator but also had brilliant academic
record. He was topper of ISc of Patna
University in the year 1956. He was also
topper of Civil Engineering. With his passing
away, the cadre has lost a luminary, a chummy
and an efficient member.

— Dipak Kumar Singh

Lian Kunga, IAS (1985)

The 1985 batch of IAS in Bihar cadre
was a large one, to begin with, comprising of
twelve officers. Mr. Lian Kunga or Lian as we
called him was one of these officers amongst
us. After our initial stint in Mussoorie in 1985-
86, we came to the Administrative Training
Institute (ATI) in Ranchi for our Induction
Training for the state cadre allotted to us. All
twelve of us lived in the small hostel of ATI, in
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very close and comfortable company of each
other. Lian, with his infectious laugh and
searing wit, delivered in an endearing Mizo
accent, was always a source of joy for the
entire batch during this period. We soon
dispersed from the ATI to join our district
training in various districts. Meeting with
batchmates became infrequent. Even though
we all gathered together at Mussoorie for our
Phase II training, it was not the same scenario
as at the ATI. Thereafter, each one of us got
busy with our professional and personal lives.
Except for the very close friendships that we
forged within the batch the connections
amongst us began to grow tenuous over the
years. One never imagined in the younger
years that time will hop so fast and we will
already be writing obituaries for batchmates.
Such is the march of time and providence
which has now claimed our dear batchmate
Lian Kunga who passed away on 1st of August
2020, in Aizwal, Mizoram.

Lian leaves behind, beside his wife, two
daughters and a son. His second daughter, Dr.
Rachel Lalramlawmi and her husband are both
working in the Zoram Medical College in
Mizoram. The eldest daughter has a 14 year old
son and she works in the National Rural Health
Mission in Mizoram. The son is a businessman.

Lian, it goes without saying, had a
fulfilling family life and it was also on account
of his commitments to his family in distant
Mizoram that Lian often found it difficult to
spare much time for his fellow beings in the
service. Be that as it may, his home in Bihar,
especially during his years of service in Patna,
was always open for young men and women
from Mizoram who were either working or
studying in Bihar. His warm heart was always
open not just for them but for everyone.

May he Restin Peace.
— Contributed by Shri Tripurari Sharan,
IAS, 1985, batchmate of Late Shri Kunga.
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Waves and Ripples

02.

03.

04.

05.

06.

07.

08.

09.

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

01.

15.

16.

17.

6240 / 27.06.2020
6241 / 28.06.2020

6242 /28.06.2020

6540 / 04.07.2020
6788 /16.07.2020
6789 / 16.07.2020

6800 /21.07.2020

6800 /21.07.2020
6800 /21.07.2020

6838 /23.07.2020

6846 / 25.07.2020

6859 /27.07.2020

6860 / 27.07.2020

6861,/ 27.07.2020
6240 / 27.06.2020
6862 /27.07.2020
6863 /27.07.2020

6864 /27.07.2020

Prayaas

AT GeIRTe fFemma1, fHer” FRBR grR1 Beia siffRTEsT & iRk
Al gerAlTs AGT B GETIBIRAl BT TSR, GE¥RITgs] Ud Gisoilr:

$H0H0 AferRyEr Ho / fafer
01.

TR YT, US¥ATY Ud YI—ifer

31 U9 g 0T, |/I0U0W0 (2002), ARTRET UHR &F HRIUTAD YaTRIBN,
HeTaferd faer e, ge-r |

7Y TITAT 0T, {000 (2007), 3R Je= fafest uariere), fatae fammr,
fIER, e & Ug IR U |

J IRTAT, A10U0H0  (2013), SFAA, W GRS favEr, QR wer
(erfaRad gAR— fere, ST va uferor, s |9 9T, f[98R, ear /
AR & HTRIUTAS URHNI, f[I8R Blerd fabra A, s S &9,
fagR, ue) srR g fafed uereer), Faree faur, fderR, geer &1
JferRed TR |

3N EUd FAR, 09040 (dvar:84) = Ao, f[I8R &1 |ar &l f&died—o1.
09.2020 ¥ a5 —28.02.2021 TF B fory fAATRT BT S B |

31 TYTeT HIOT, A0U0%0 (2007), WX H=A fHates yaTfer, Farae famT,
fI8R, 4T & g UR USRI |

Al 3RS, A10%00(2013), AR g fHrara uei¥er, fafem v,
fIER, e & Ug R USRI |

7 TSGR {48, “090%0 (2006), 5 / e, FRIST vd ufmefor s
T HRIUTAS UIIHN, [(IER Drerd e R, s/ dawE o,
fIER, 91 & g R USRI |

) Tolg HAR, IOY0H0 (2012), ez fa=i vd urafera! f[a9rT &l dgad
Afera, ey fanT, [98R,ueT & ifaRed UiR |

ST STeToTT T, WI0U0H0 (2013), gad Afera, uer fFHfor fmT & wgad
Afea, g STl AATe faurT, fI8R, gesT &1 sifcRed 4R |

3 I HAR, {10Y0H0 (§1 T=: 1990), YT A4, Wi favmr, fdgRge
(eTfrRaT TMR—T5 WRHRIaTg 9 & 9ew 9fea) e |fa, #msd
Afarerd T, feeR, ge & sifaRad uv R |

3 . TH1, |I0U0W0 (2013), AYAT Afd, HeHINAT faWHT B HYad
|fra, TR faer ud 3irard fa9mT, [98R, ueHr &1 sifaiRed g9R |

# GIR AR, 000 (88), &I WRTHE, IR 54 Ao vy, ge &
TS UR USRI U Sifd 3fYdd, | A 39T, f98R, ueHr &1
SIRIRC LI

s 357 g FHTad, WoY0w0 (93), TRERT, f[I8R 57 A1 UNg, ueT &
U R USRI Ud HET WG il TR Ud ITHI0T fadrT |ver, ge-T
@ SrfaRad TR H |

1) Y 37, HI0YOHO (91), UeIT Aferd, Ted fa9mT, fIgR, ue & U R
TG |

37 U RAg 0T, {10M0w0 (2002), AfTRET UMR &0 HRIUTAS TaTRIGN],
HeTeferd famra e, uear |

s fAfeR AR Ris, wovowo (93), va™ Ao, oM FdmEe fawm, f9er
el & U UR USRI |

# 3T HAR R, WIovow0 (85), faar amgad, fagR &l Aerawrs,
fIER <l Tema Td UM fAhrT AR UedT & SifiRad TR |

i g0 Rigred, wododo (91), were wfed, ST favmT, 'R, e &
faRad R #1371 TR dTal, WI0U0H0(9), BT wfera, ST fawmT,
fdeR, e |

31 July-Sept. 2020



$H0H0 IrferRyar wo / farfer

18.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24

25

26

6865 /27.07.2020

6872 /29.07.2020

7130 /17.08.2020

7165 /19.08.2020

7254 /23.08.2020

7372 / 25.08.2020

7373 / 25.08.2020

7537 / 31.08.2020

7538 / 31.08.2020

7539 / 31.08.2020

Prayaas

RATATARVT, UGRATYA UG i=Ifa
i Hofia g4, {ovodo (97), \fwra, Jpotl o, fdeR, Jer ud oreue—
TE—udy s, fIER e iR (EIfes ) SuHl fafics, ger & sifaRed
UYR |
| oI FAR {8, 910904H0(2007) /I15iTd L H10U0H0 (2010) /7T
FAR AOYOHO (2010) 3TU UG TR &+ & §Y BRI HEFNI & d&d UDb[a
@ HIRVT ¥R fART # yfergad frar Sirar 2 |
31 HTIEd AR AT, HIOUOW0 (18), fIER Ha¥l | AT U<wr Hat # ARG
o Bq fRfAa |
) A HAR Hedl, WOHOH0 (97), Aferd, oY Siel FaTe fawmT, fagR, gear
P UG TR YeRATT Ud yder a9, f9ER sy setag e faara s foto
(STEI) BT 3MfRad U9 |
£ 99q sfiarReid, WoHoA0 (18) FTHSH URTRIHNI, 3RT Hax /Al TER
AT, HIOY0W0 (18) 3rI¥ed URTIGNI, el ulkad awrRer /=1 fARaer
RIS Toofiay, |10U0H0 (18) JIJHSH UGN, Sferars /30 f[fos
FAR R, /10400 (18) FTHSH URTRIGNI, USAT HeR, yeT /G N
%, 000 (18) STFHSA UGN, HAEHR, SR/ AfNS oM,
10900 (18) JTFHSH URTRIGRY, A1 Hax /371 MY fgadl, {modoHo
(18) rgHed URIEGRI, AMERI, ®fceR /4 fadq gg, wododo (18)
JTIHSA YRTRIHNI, TFTYR / S ATfeelT, 1104090(18) TgHS UaTRIGN,
RPN, uf¥em TFRYT /ST gfe™T 1, 9iododo (18) 3rwed
URIEBR, STS & U IR UGReIfUd |
i E=TeITH Hom, {ob00 (6 Ta15) fIER Hadt | IR Uee et # AnTe™
o B faRf |
71 HTeT FAR HOM, A0UOH0 (15) TR MYERT, TR/ 571 T Fe1=1T,
910900(17) U 4T SATgai—ae—4ed RIS TaTtHN, el uRkug,
AT/ ST STAATIT ST, A{10d0H0 (17) SU I Agdd—ag—q-A
HIIUTed URIRIGNI, [t uRyg, @erfear / si ax-eid R, oo (17)
I [T AYai—As—qd BRIUTAD uarere, rar akyg, dArarg! / =i
MRE 3w, wodoHo (17) SU e Iad—FTe—J&  dRIUTH
UeTEeRI, fer uRkug, Ss /50 fade 9= #33, |0u0k0 (17) TR
AR, GOTFHRYR /31 HAR TRd, 90"oH0 (17) IU fdbrg smgeai—
He—q& GRS UIIDN, [T gRyg, daR /57 ANeT FAR AR,
910900 (17) SU AP MYai—As—q BRIUTAD YRIEHRI, forer
aRyg, gaaR /30 faemer J1o1, |odoo (17) SU fAdr Agdd—ag—gA
BRI UaTeBRI, [ uRyg, Riaex / #1 oifa HAR, wodowo (17) 99
M ad—H—4 BRIUTA® YaTReR), {5 uRYg, aERRY & U
R TERTIU |
3T ST FHAR, WI0U0R0 (90), eI Hfera, uied famT, IR, ueT &1 yem=
|fed, R 9T, f[deR, ueT & ug W IR | d 9o Afea, qEmed
|faraa faum, S8R, uer vd g R |fifd, gear & sifaRead
TIR H gdad 97 <& |
31 RS IS TRAR, HI0Y0HO (90), USIT Afed, T, TIHiT Yd gar T,
f8R, UeAT 3NTel MY % UM wfgd, uded fawn, S8R, e &
arferRer TR # Y <& |
31 3750 HAR A8, 9090H0 (85), [T e, fI8R, USHT 31Tl 3fasl T
AR JMRad, faER, et & SifiRead TR # 1 <& |
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Madhubani Paint
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Photo Gallery
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Pani Kotha (Alfiston Jail) Diy, Gujarat, India
(See Pages 9-11)
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