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IAS OFFICERS' ASSOCIATION, BIHAR BRANCH

April-June, 2020
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Dear Colleagues,

The publication of this issue of
Prayaas-2/2020 which covers the period
from April to June 2020 has been delayed
due to abnormal conditions created by the
onslaught of Coronavirus. This was an
invisible enemy of unknown description who hit people
indiscriminately.

As | have stated repeatedly, has been the non-
availability of contributions from our members. It cannot be
denied that our officers, especially thase working in the field
have been coping with a singular situation and facing
challenges the likes of which they would not have thought of
contending with. It is, therefore, understandable that their
contributing to Prayaas could not be assigned a high priority. In
this situation our senior and retired colleagues can help us by
sharing some snippets out of their memarable experiences. |
feel embarrassed to draw upon other sources to fill the pages
ofthe magazine,

We appreciate the thoughtful gesture of the
Assaciation, especially its President Shri Tripurari Sharan and
the Secretary Shri Dipak Kumar Singh to provide free transport
facility on demand to the retired officers during the Lock down
period.

Inthe end, we pray for the good health and safety of the
people of Bihar from Covid-19. M
RU Singh, 1AS-(1961)
Principal Editor

Editorial Board :

RU Singh Amit Kumar, |AS-2012
Principal Editor Editor
Members :
A.K. Chaudhary, IAS-(Retd.) Sanjeev Kr. Sinha, IAS-1986
Vivek Kr. Singh, |1AS-1989 Smt. Harjot Kaur, |AS-1992
Gopal S. Prasad, IAS (Retd.) Satish S. Thakur, IAS (Retd.)

All views and opinions expressed in the contributions are of the authors.
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From Secretary's Desk

Dear Friends,

The last three months have been the toughest for our colleagues in the field, leading a
blind fight against a disease which, in speed, spread and virulence is unprecedented for the
current generation. Last such event was the Spanish Flu, which claimed between 50 to 100
million lives across the Globe during 1918-20. Despite huge technological and medical
advances since then, Covid-19 took everyone by surprise. The countries and states, which took
time to come out of initial denial and complacent mode, were the worst sufferers.

We are proud of the professional manner, in which most of our members have led the
fight. The fight is not over, the end is still not visible but the medicine and vaccines are lurking
on the horizon, giving a ray of hopc. The crisis has changed the whole way of life, lcading to
what we commonly call as the “new normal”.

We had requested our members to jot down their experiences, which would have been a
big lesson for posterity. Unfortunately, except for one member, others could not take time out.
Through this column, [ reiterate that request to all members. Let this experience be recorded, to
scrve as a guide for the future gencrations of our scrvice.

During the lockdown, the Association tried to reach out to the elder retired members, to
support them in essential commuting, and this move was much appreciated. We have also
offered to the retired colleagues to send pension related issues, if any, so that we take it up.
Some issues have come to us and the association is on the job.

Despite many opinions pointing out to irrelevance, stagnation and rusting of the service,
I am of the firm opinion that we are still relevant for the mass majority, who need to be
facilitated to take the desired and intended benefits from this system. It is our solemn duty to
ensure that the benefits reach to the intended beneficiaries and we must evaluate ourselves on
this touchstone.

Finally, an advice for our younger generations — be humble, polite and free of bias.
Be a pood human being and you shall automatically be known as a good officer.

Warmly yours

B by

(Dipak Kumar Singh)




From the Editor's Desk:
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Dcar Collcagucs,

We are probably sailing through the most troubled waters so far in this century. Covid-19
which emerged from Wuhan in China has come to be reckoned with as a potential threat not
only to human lives but also human relationships. It is unraveling and spinning together social
relationships and rapidly modifying socio-cultural space. The impact of Covid-19 on
institutions is yct to be fully grasped but the institutional spacc 1s changing slowly but certainly
cven though the equilibrium is yet to be achicved.

The experience gained so far shows that even though the curative medicines have not yet
been invented, precautions have been prescribed as preventive measures. For the present and in
the ultimate analysis, it may be hoped that Time shall be the healer.

A humanitarian crisis, like a pandemic is, invokes the worst among the men and women,
but inevitably also their best. It is a matter of pride that the ongoing Covid-19 crisis has truly
invoked the best in cach onc among us, morc importantly among thosc of us who arce grappling
with it in the field. We, as a service, have reassured the nation once again about our
administrative capabilities and our devotion to the cause of health and prosperity of all.

After taking a dive into the lockdown, we are now slowly emerging out of it. This period
played the role of a 'conscience keeper' to us, prodding us to think-rethink about everything
around us.

This cdition 1s inspircd by this scarch. I'm thankful to all the contributors, and forcmost
to the principal editor who ensured this print in the second quarter itself against all the odds.

Let's remain connected.

With warm regards,

(Amit Kumar)
Editor, Pryaas




Memories of earlier days

Commissioner ka Baap

The legacy of the British Administration
took quitc a fcw ycars to wanc after
independence of our country. The primary job
of the ficld officers headed by the Collector
in a District continued to be revenue
administration. In fact thc Collcctor was
designated as such by the East India Company
to collect revenue for the Company, and
Magisterial powers were vested with him later
to scrve the interest of the Company.
Maintenance of Land Records became
essential for the purpose; the Tehsildars / Circle
Officers appointed to assist the Collector
merrily entrusted the job to the lowest paid
employees of Revenue Administration: the
Karmacharies and the Revenue Inspectors who
were the real custodians of the land records
[even now] and mismanaged the land records
for obvious reasons, leading to myriads of land-
related litigations that are continuing even now.
Maintenance of law and order through the
Police became the only other important job of
the Collector, for which purpose he was also
designated as the District Magistrate in due
course. Land Reforms and the wvarious
development plans were gradually introduced
in the 1950s, where after Development
activities have become the primary job of the
District Officer, apart from maintenance of law

(' RN Dash, IAS (1962) (@

and order [where the Police Commissioner
systcm has not been introduced]. Now he has
become the busiest field Officer of the country.
Since the unwritten principle of the “3 Ms”
were enforced during the reign of Smt Indira
Gandhi, only thc PM, thc CM and thc DM
matter in the country, and so the role of the DM
gathcred morc importance.

Till the earlier 1950s, the Collectors
had littlc work; most of them went to the
Collectorate only on one or two days in the
week, that two only for one or two hours, to
deal with a few Revenue Appeal or Revision
cases, and a few cases under the Arms Act.
They mostly relaxed in their spacious
quarters, often playing Bridge, occasionally
visiting the local Club in some evenings,
occasionally going out for shikar and
moving out on official tour only once or
twice every year.

Once the Commissioner of Patna
Division arrived in the Circuit House of Gaya
to inspect the Collectorate of Gaya. The
Collector of Gaya personally drove him to the
Collectorate, the Commissioner sitting also
in the front to his left, and the perfectly
liveried Orderly Peon and the Driver sitting at
the back. The Collector drove the car himself,
but straight drove to the Civil Court and

®



parked the car in the portico. The orderly
Peon whispered in the ear of the Collector :
Huzoor, yeh Collectorate nahin hai, yeh to
Judge sahib ka portico hai; Collectorate to
udhar hai. The embarrassed Collector
reversed the vehicle and drove to the
Collectorate, guided by the Orderly Peon and
the Driver. [The Commissioner was listening
and watching quietly, without saying a word.
Perhaps he was remembering his own old
days when he had also been the Collector of
some District. ]

The Collector of Monghyr was an
elderly person, very fond of his afternoon
nap. He had given strict orders to his staff,
never to disturb him or wake him up, except
when a Telephone call comes from his boss,
the Commissioner of Bhagalpur Division.
Once, while he was enjoying his afternoon
nap, the Chief Secretary rang him up

regarding some urgent matters. But the
Orderly Peon on Telephone duty replied
that the Collector was asleep, and he had
strict instructions not to wake him up except
when a Telephone call comes from the
Commissioner of Bhagalpur Division. In
view of the urgency, the Chief Secretary rang
up the Commissioner immediately and asked
him to wake up the Collector and to instruct
him to speak to the Chief Secretary
immediately. The Commissioner rang up the
Collector at once. The Collector was waken
up from his sweet nap, and the Commissioner
chastised him. The Collector, still holding the
Telephone in his hand, shouted at his Orderly
Peon : Abe gadha, tum ko pata nahin hai ki
Chief Secretary Commissioner ka Baap hota
hai? The Commissioner was listening, still
holding the other end of the live Telephone
circuit.

O30

[I had hecard a similar story dating back to 1950s which did the rounds among the IAS officers in
the later years. Shri Harihar Singh had been a legendary Collector o Bhagalpur who was known

to have come on the road wearing a Lungi and controlled a communal riot in Bhagalpur town. In
thosc days, Shri K Raman, ICS (1936) was the Commissioncr of Bhagalpur and Shri LP Singh,
ICS (1935) the Chiel Secretary. The DM had his habitual alternoon nap, alier instructing the

peon to wake him up only when Commissioner called. Once, the Chief Secretary rang up to talk

to DM but, as instructed, the peon refused to wake him up. On knowing this, the Commissioncr

spoke to DM who kept the line on hold and asked the peon (o explain. Alter hearing the peon's

explanation, the DM told him within the hearing of Commissioner, “Ulloo, tum nahi jante ho ki
chicf sceretary to commissioncr ka bhi baap hotha hai?” I have added this with duc apology to

my dear friend RN Dash— RU Singh]
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Coronavirus

COVID-19:
Impact and action in Arwal District

COVID-19 pandemic has brought the
world to a standstill and increased the
suffering of millions of people.

As soon as the outbreak took place in
China, meetings were held and massive
awareness programme for prevention and
precaution of COVID-19 started at the
various lcvels like Panchayat and Ward in
Arwal.

Major sanitisation drives were
undertaken at ward and Panchayat levels.
They were provided with spray machines for
sanitisation process. With complete
lockdown, measures were taken to prevent
pcople from moving out of their houses and it
was made sure that people followed it.

During lockdown, supply chains for
emergency services like daily need items,
medical services, food items were
maintained by holding meetings with the
associations of these services. Groups of 4-5
pcoplc, whose mobilc numbers were flashed
on nic website, were made responsible for
managing and maintaining these services in
different areas. Sometimes in case of
emergency, the administration itself went to
providc pcople with csscntial services.

Community kitchens were started in
the district as soon as thc lockdown was
announced. It was ensured that people on
daily wage were not deprived of food.
Kitchens were also started to provide food to
people arriving at the border.

{_ Ravi Shankar Choudhary, IAS (@

Arwal administration always belicved
in rapid action. With the start of lockdown,
district control room started functioning on
24x7 basis. The phone number of the control
room was flashed on the nic website as well as
around the district. Arrangecments werc made
to provide ration to the needy people as soon
as they were registered in the control room.

Quarantine Centres were bifurcated
into four levels, block quarantine, panchayat
quaratine, village quarantine and home
quarantine. Massive exercise had been gone
through to providc all sorts of facilitics in the
centres. People in the centres were monitored
about their food and other facilities by the
district control room. Separate quarantine
centres were made for women with women
officers monitoring them. All together
approximatcly 17,900 migrants have come
from other states.

The process of providing employment
to the migrant labourers from other states has
been started. Survey is being done to plan an
employment scheme.

Some of the suggestions for post
COVID-19 situations are as below:

Way of Life

Hygiene and sanitation will become
part of life. People will have to wear mask
and maintain social distance while going out.
Pcople will not preferto go out unnccessarily.

Strict mcasurcs should be adopted to



refrain people from spitting and open
defecation. Its high time people should be
madc undcrstand that if we do not maintain
cleanliness around us we may suffer again
and again.

Awareness drive should be initiated to
educate the mass about the importance of
hygiene and cleanliness.

India's population worsen the effect of
any disaster. More awareness should be
crcatcd among masscs to adopt birth control
and contraceptives.

Digitisation:

Digital services proved its vitality
during this pandcmic. Digital payments
should be promoted. Each and every town,
city, villages should be digitised. Awareness
should be created among mass on how to use
these payment methods.

In this crisis, home delivery formed an
integral part of the action plan. Therefore,
Onlinc dclivery should be actively
encouraged. This will also help in generating
employment for masses.

Private players like Swiggy, Zomato,
Nature's basket, Big basket should be present
in every district to promote home delivery
services.

Expenditure in Health Services:

The government should increase its
expenditure towards the health sector.
Government hospitals in rural arcas should
have better amenities. It should have proper
machineries, ambulances so that people do
not suffer. Cleanliness should also be
maintained. Infrastructural development is
alsorcquired.

The number of doctors should increase

in government hospitals. It should be made
sure that the doctors who have taken up
government services should not have any
other office of profit. If found doing so, strict
actions to be taken.

Government schemes like Ayushman
Bharat Yojna, should be promoted and be
available to the people in the rightful way.

Planning and development:

The urban constructions should now
be planned in such a way that there is no
congestion. Social distancing should be kept
in mind while planning.

Slums are the area with minimal
sanitation. These places should be developed
and living condition of people should
increase. There sewage system needs to be
developed.

The transportation system should
managed in a ways that there is minimal
traffics and congestions.

People begging at traffics or anywhere
clsc can bc provided with some kind off
employment.

Technological Advancements :

E-learning in schools and colleges
should be endorsed. The government should
increase its budget towards education too.
The government schools should be provided
with basic amenities so that they get good
education. Technologies should be
implemented there too.

Change is the only constant. And
change is what is required to develop and live
abetter life.

[The author is the District Magistrate
of Arwal —[RUS]



Potpourri

Occupational Definitions

An accountant is someone who knows the
cost of evervthing and the value of nothing.

An auditor is someone who arrives
after the battle is over, and bayonets all the
wounded.

A banker is a fellow who lends you his
umbrella when the sun is shining and wants it
back the minute it begins to rain. (Mark
Twain)

An economist is an expert who will
know tomorrow why the things he predicted
vesterday didn't happen loday.

A statistician is someone who has his
head in the freezer and legs in the oven and
says hefeels fine on average.

A programmer is someone who solves
a problem you didn't know you had in a way
vou don't understand.

A lawyer is a person who writes a
10,000 word document and calls it a "brief™.

A psychologist is a man who watches
everyone else when a beautiful girl enters the
room.

A professor is one who talks in
someone else’s sleep.

A schoolteacher is a disillusioned
person who used to think he/she liked
children.

A consultant is someone who takes the
waltch off your wrist and tells vou the time.

A doctor is one who takes hours to do
tests, tells vou what's wrong in
incomprehensible terms, and gives you a load
of medicines, so you can get used to the pain.

[This Just for Humour and without
Malice]

Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) affects the respiratory system.
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Cartoons:

Social Distancing
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Potpourris

Covidian Proverbs:

1. Divided we live, United we die. 17. Tgnorance is a kiss.

2. A sneeze, in time infects nine. 18.  Necessity is the mother of infection.

3. All who sniffled caught a cold. 19.  Out at night is out of mind.

4. Homestay is the best policy. 20. Rome wasn't infected in a day.

S. One man's mask is another man's 21.  The grass is cleaner on your side of
poison. the fenee.

6. When things get cough, the smart gt 22, There is no safety in numbers.
gone. 23.  When the cough is away, you can

7. An unmasked guy is the Covid's come out and play.
workshop. 24.  When in Rome, die as the Romans
As you spray, so shall you rcap. do.

0. The Snot is weaker than sanitizer. 25.  Two Wrongs didn't make a Right.

10.  Better to be poor and healthy than 26. Cough goes around, comes around.
rich and sick. 27.  When one door shuts, another door

11.  Curiosity killed the doc. not.

12.  Distancing is the best part of valour. 28.  You can have your covid and spread

13.  Don't count your chickens before it too.
next March. 29.  The road to hell is sprayed with good

infections.

14.  Every crowd has a carrier lurking.

15.  Every cough has its spray. 30. Covid never strikes in the same case.

16. A cough hits nine lives.
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[During the Chinese Aggression of 1962, the AIR used to air an exceedingly popular
drama, 'Loha Simgh' in which the dialogues were inimitably delivered by Rameshwar Singh
Kashyap. He was awarded Pasma Shriin 1991. He became our family friend and visited us
now and then. At my wife's request he used to recite his popular dialogues. He was
recipient of adma Shri Award in 1991. The above jokes may be viewed as my homage to his

memory-RUS]

mimlim



Official Dinners

A BRIEF GUIDE TO OFFICIAL DINNERS

The TAS, unlike its progenitor the ICS,
will bequeath few memories other than those
of Chief Secretaries getting raided for
disproportionate assets or being voted the
most corrupt by their own colleagues. Butit is
heartening to note that it will leave behind at
Icast onc innovative institution—the Official
Dinner (OD). There are two major
practitioners of the OD: the Army and the
IAS. The former has an advantage in the
matter of finding funds (and reasons) for
justifying ODs, bccause it can dcbit all
expenses to Raising Days, Regimental Days
and Shobha Deys, but the TAS has to be more
inventive because it is under the ever
watchful gaze of some whistleblower or
CAG just waiting to ambush them with a
book titled The Accidental Invitee or Not
Just A Diner or The Diary of A Nation's
Autonomois Gourmet. It is for this reason
that the IAS is given a higher payscale than
the Armed Forces: explaining the loss of a
dozen tandoori chickens from the pantry of
Hotel Holiday Home requires far more
management skills than accounting for a

dozen missing jawans on the LOC.

Recruits to the IAS are initiated into the
arcane ritual of the OD in the Academy at
Mussoorie. Its presiding capo di tuti capi ( or

( Avay Shukla, IAS (Retd) (@

Director) hosts mock ODs frequently where
the basics are spliced into their DNA. T still
remember two of them: one, “never open
your mouth till the food is near it”, which
perhaps explains why the 1AS is so reluctant
to open its collective mouth and speak out.
The sccond rule stipulated that onc should
never speak Across the table, but only to the
persons on either side, even if the guy on the
left happened to be a carbuncle from the IFS
or the bloke on the right a blister from the 1PS,
and onc was dcspcrate to chat up the lady
across the table with a view to marrying her
because she had been allotted one's home
state ( UP, in most cases) while said one was
exiled for life to Nagaland. We were also
taught the difference between a butter knife
and a fish knifc (thc former for marinating
one's political bosses and the latter for gutting
colleagues), between a soup spoon and a
dessert spoon (the former for raking it in and
the latter for being politically correct). The
usc of the versatile “chamcha” is somcthing
we discovered for ourselves later, and
adopted as the most valuable of all cutlery.
The most draconian rule was that when the
Director stopped eating and put down his
knife and fork, everyone stopped eating too.
Since the Dircctor, as befitted a Godfather,



was the first to be served and the 400th
probationer served about 20 minutes later, by
the time the former finished masticating
about 200 of us had not even sniffed the soup.
This accounts for the fact that the IAS is
always first in line at the feeding trough: it's a
hard lesson learnt well.

Since the IAS controls 600 districts, 100
Ministrics and a fcw thousand programmcs,
finding areason for throwing an OD isnevera
problem. There are a few, however, that

deserve special mention.
The PSU Dinner:

It is held after every Board meeting, it is
meant to console the officers for the huge
losses they have notched up. Intended to
occupy the commanding heights of our
economy, our PSUs were dislodged from
there even quicker than the Pak soldiers
from the heights of Kargil. Now in the valley
of death their officers will not go, however,
without a fight - sorry, bitc- hence the
dinners, slotted under “Any other item” in the

agenda.
The EAP Dinner:
Externally Aided Projects are a kind of

international CSR where other countries give
us moneys as aid, and then take them back
through consultancics, tcchnology transfer
and equipment. We are usually left with only
enough money to host a dinner every quarter,
on which we spend every remaining dime lest
they take that back too.

The Central Team Dinner:

When Secretaries in Govt. of India can
no longer stand thcir wives' cooking thcy
usually takc off to a statc to “review progress”™
on various schemes. The review consists of
visits to temples, golfresorts, shopping on the
Mall and a seven course dinner at night. The
strong batch-mate network and an innovative
menu cnsures glowing reports for the state
government.

The Farewell Dinner:

Modelled on the Last Supper, it is given
for senior officers who are about to kick the
waste-bin 1.e. retire. It even has a Judas in
attendance- the guy who is hoping to succeed
the rctirce. There 1s, howcevcer, a notable
departure from the Biblical allusion: whereas
Christ went on to a glorious crucifixion and
rose again on the seventh day, the IAS worthy
rises again the very next day, reemployed in
some Commission or Tribunal. The farewell
dinncr is usually organised by Judas himself
to ensure that the retiring potentate is artfully
estopped from coming back into the service.
[t is not surprising, therefore, that on occasion
officers have to be brought screaming and
shouting to their farcwell dinners. In my case
the Chief Secretary had to send a bulldozer to
ensure my presence (actually, the roads were
snowed in, but I have a sneaking suspicion
the CS was covering all contingencies!).

The Raj Bhavan Dinner:

No IAS officer ever wants to attend one



of these ghastly death-watches, but an
invitation from the Governor is actually an
order. We go to such dinncrs half choked by
“bandh galla” coats originally tailored in the
Academy when we were chinless wonders,
now wrapped around Adam's apples of the
extra large variety which would have
shocked both Eve and the serpent. These
dinners are solemn, if not funereal, affairs;
the victuals are really quite good though the
only spirit in attendance is one of
nationalism. Ministers bump into senior
bureaucrats, the Governor bumps into the
furniturc and cverybody cscapes as soon as
he can after the national anthem has been
played for the third time.

All ODs share two traits. One, there has
to be a Chief Guest, who is generally a senior
Minister or the Chief Secretary: although
having onc dampens the cvening, it is a
tactical necessity to ensure that Finance
doesn't object to the bill when presented. The
Chief Guest (at least in Himachal, which I
haunted like Banquo's ghost for 35 years) just
has to wear either a maroon or green
Himachali cap, depending on which party is
in power. The smarter ones have now started

investing in Aam Aadmi caps, just in case.

Second, and this is something Mr Vinod
Rai may like to look into when he has time
from his six current assignments, is a peculiar
feature in all OD bills: the number of
chickens consumed! The per capita average
is two, which appears high even if we factor
in the disappearance of all other shades of
mcats post Yogi Adityanath. Arc TAS chaps
such solid trenchermen, what with their
selection grade ulcers and apex scale
haemorrhoids? Not really. The answer lies in
the fact that since all liquor is impermissible
at govt. dinners, and cannot be so billed,
therefore this Hippocrene beverage is billed
as chickens! A peg of single malt is worth a
whole chicken, a scotch two legs, a shot of
rum is equivalent to a wing, a glass of wine
equals a breast (its for the ladies,
scc) and so on. Quitc ingenious and definitely
deserving of the two additional increments
the TAS gets over its peers. And this also
provides the answer to that much asked
question: Why did the pair of chickens cross
the road? Answer: they didn't want to become
asinglc malt!

Now that T live on a pension and am
unable to cross that road too often I generally

make do with KFC chicken nuggets.

O30

[The author is an IAS officer of Himachal cadre, who in December 2010. He has written
this with malice to none and honour to all'. Some of his articles are gratefully published in

Prayaas andthisis one of them —RUS]




Inspiration

Sublime Thoughts

Shri TN Seshan, the legendary Chief
Election Commissioner of India shared an
inspiring cxpcricnce of his lifc while
addressing a Management Seminar.

He was travelling in Uttar Pradesh with
his wife for a pleasure trip while he was the
CEC. On the way, they saw a large mango
plantation filled with sparrow nests. Seeing
that, thcy went down there and his wifc
wantedto take two nests home for decorating
her house.

The police escort called a young boy
who was grazing cows in the nearby fields
and demanded of him to bring two nests
down and offered to pay him Rs10. When the
boy refuscd carry out the job, Shri Scshan
raised the offer to Rs 50.

The policeman put pressure on the boy
to obey as Seshan was a big officer. The boy
still refused to do the job and told Seshan and
his wife, “Saabji, 1 will not do it for
whatsocver you will give me." The boy
continued, “Inside those nests, there will be
baby sparrows. I cannot bring down those
nests for you, because when the mother
sparrows return in the evening with food for
the babics and do not find thcm in the nest,

( Based on a Facebook Post (@-

thcy will cry. 1 do not have the heart to make
that happen.”

Hearing this Seshan and his wife were
shocked, but surprised at the wisdom of a
naive village boy.

The couple gave up their wish and after
returning, this incident continued to haunt
him with guilt for days. Education, position
or social status is never the yardstick for the

measure of humanity, he mused.

Relating his experience, Seshan told his
audience, “My position and the IAS melted
away in front of that little boy. I was in front
ofhim like amustard seed.”

Knowledge is to know naturc. We don't
achieve anything by gathering a lot of
information. Life becomes blissful when you

have knowledge and wisdom.
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Excerpt from book

“Electronic Voting Machine,
The True Story”

Opposition to EVM began even before they were
uscd [or the very [irst time in 50 ol the 84 polling stations
of 70-Parur Asscmbly Constitucncy on 19th May 1982, A
petition was filed before the Kerala High Court praying
for a stay order against the use of EVMs. The High Court
rcluscd to grani a stay and polling in 50 polling stations of
the constituency was done on EVMs. Later, an Election
Petition was filed and it was also dismissed by the Kerala
High Court. However, in appeal, the Supreme Court
allowed the petition and ordered re-poll using ballot
papers in those 50 polling stations where EVMs were
used. The Supreme Court however refused for polls by

then.

The thing to notc here is that Supreme Court did not
find EVMs to be unreliable or susceptible to tampering or
manipulation in its order. The reason given by the Court in
its order was that having sent a proposal to the
Government for approval of the usc of EVMs, the
Election Commission did not have the authority to order
their use under Article 324 of the Constitution. Moreover
there was alrcady a specific law in cxistence prescribing
the manncr of voting using ballot papcrs. The
Commission could have passed an order under Article
324 if the Act or the Rules were silent. However, since
there was an cxpress provisions in the law, il was not open
to thc Commission to override the Act or the Rules and
pass orders in direct disobedience to the mandate

contained inthe Act or the Rules.

Thus it is clear the Supreme Court did not find any
fault in thc EVMs themsclves but mercly said the
Commission, on its own, did not have the authority to

order their use.

(CAlok Shukla, IAS (79

Complaints about reliability, susccptibility to
tampering and manipulation

Scveral complaints were made about the EVMs
since their inception. It is interesting to note that these
complaints cut across party lines and were made by nearly
all political partics when they lost elections. However, the
samc political partics did not find anything wrong with the
EVMs when they won elections. Tt must be borne in mind
that the use of EVMSs was discontinued in India after the
landmark judgment of the Supreme Court in AC Josc Vs.
Siwan Pillai. EVM use was restarted only after Parliament
amended the law and added Section 61A to the
Representation of the People Act, 1951. Any political
parly complaining about thc EVMS would do wcll 1o
remember that they have the approval of Parliament,

where most of them are represented.

After 2009, After 2009, opposition to EVMs
suddenly became morc shrill and vocal. This could have
been due to the unexpected electoral victory of the UPA in
the 2009 General Elections. Certainly, most of the
opponents of EVM during this time were closely
associated with the BJP. The Congress also blamed EVMs
for its electoral defeat, especially in Odisha. This could
also have been influenced by a larger international attempt
by some groups 1o stop electronic voling.

Internationally, EVMs were attacked in the
Netherlands, Ireland, Germany, USA and other countries,
The German Federal Constitutional Court passed an order
banning the usc of EVMSs in German clections. A Dutch
Public Intercst Group — Wij Vertrouwen Stemcompulcrs
Niet (We do not trust voting machines), claimed that the

Nedap computers used for recording votes in the
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Netherlands could be hacked, following which,
Netherlands stopped using these computers for polls.
Northern Ircland also stopped the use of Nedap computers
(or polling [ollowing claims [or hacking. 1t is inlcresting
to note that Germany was also using the same Nedap
computers when the use of electronic voting was banned
by the German Federal Constitutional Court.

There were complaints against EVMs in Brazil and
Venczucla as well. llowever, both these countrics
continue to use EVMs. In the USA, every State has its
own election laws and processes, and many States
continue to use EVMs with or without a paper trail. A
website dedicated to opposing EVMs, called
verificdvoting.org, was crcated in USA.

In India too, thecre was an all-out attack on EVMs
during this period. The flak came from all possible
sources:

Attack by Political Parties

1. Kirit Somaiya, Mcmbecr of thec BJP National
LExecutive and Vice President Maharashira BJP wrote
several letters to the Election Commission before the
Maharashtra State Elections in 2009, and met the
Commission several times on the issues of EVMs. He
raiscd many concerns about the rcliability and
tampcrprool naturc of EVMs and said thesce points should
be cleared before EVMs were used in Maharashtra

elections.

2. Ghulam Nabi Azad, then Union Health Minster,
claimed in a press conference in July 2009, that EVMs
were manipulated during polls in Odisha, which resulted
in the defcat of many Congress candidatces.

3. Subramanian Swamy, President of the Janta party
and ex-Law Minister of India, wrote an article in The
Hindu on 17th June 2009, in which he argued that EVMs
were not tamper proof. llc later wrote to the Flection
Commission of India and (iled a PIL in the Dclhi [ligh

Court, which went to the Supreme Court of India.

4. A common representation on behalf of major

political parties, submitted on dated 10th April 2017, said:

Tt is in the paramount interest of all political parties
concerned, that these incidents/allegations should be
impartially investigated and the truth about the same be
placed before the people of India ... 1t is imperative that
the Election Commission of India which has a
Constitutional mandate to conduct national and State
elections in a fair, free and impartial manner, take urgent
notc of the concems and apprchensions raised by major
political partics ... 1ill such time, the issucs ol tampering
and malfunctions ol thc EVMs arc addressed and the
tamper-proof and flawless functioning of EVMs is
technologically established and endorsed globally, to the
satisfaction of the political parties, the forthcoming
clections should be conducted under the old paper ballot
system.'
Popular Press

Articles were published in several newspapers
against EVMs, notably the Indian Express, Organizer,
The llindu ctc. There were many debates about EVMs on
TV channels. TV-9 showed a demonstration of hardware
hacking of EVMs by Mr. Hariprasad.
Newspaper Advertisements

Rahul Mchta of Ahmedabad, placcd an
advertisement in Gujarati newspapers claiming EVMs
could be hacked by the first 10 to 12 voters. He went to the
cxtent of saying that sincc EVMs could not handlc more
than 64 candidates we should ensure there were at least 65
candidates in each constituency in the Gujarat elections,
so it would not bc possible o usc EVMs. When the
Commission asked him to demonstrate his claims, he said
he had never said EVMs were actually hacked, but that
they could be.
Court Cases

Petitions were filed in many High Courts by
opponents of EVMs. Notable among them were petitions
by Satinath Chowdhery, Subramanian Swamy, VV Rao

ctc.
Websites

Wesites were crcated for the solc purposc of
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maligning EVMs. Notable among them were :
https://indiacvm.org/
https://saveindiandemocracy.wordpress.comy
https://www.verifiedvoting.org/
Demonstrations

Scveral people approached the Lleclion
Commission to demonstrate their version of the EVM
alleging hacking software. These included a
demonstration of software on laptop by Omcsh Saigal and
another by Satinath Chowdhery. A demonstration of
possible hardware hacking of EVMs was made on TV
channels. Mr. Hariprasad, Alex Halderman and Rop
Gonggrijp posted videos on websites.
Academic Journals

During this period, articles in academic journals
about possible hacking were common. Opponents of
EVMs gave wide publicity to these articles in the popular
press without cxplaining that these were possible
academic scenarios and did not prove actual hacking of
EVMs. Two articles that were widely quoted were,
"Trustworthy Voting' published in the International
Elcctrical Engincering Journal May 2009, P.23, and
'Sccurily Analysis ol India's [lectronic Voting Machines',
which appeared in Proc. 17th ACM Conferences on
Computer and Communications Security (CCS' 10), Oct.
2010.
Books

Democracy at Risk! Can we trust our Electronic
Voting Machines, a book by GVL Narsimha Rao, was
published in 2010 by Citizens for Verifiability,
Transparency & Accountability in Elections (VETA). The
Foreword of message from N Chandrababu Naidu, and
Professor David L Dill of Stanford University. GVL
Narsimha Rao also wrotc a lctter to the President of India
opposing EVMs. The letter was forwarded by the
President's Scerctariat to the Commission, with a request
to directly communicate action taken, to the applicant.
Accordingly, thc Commission communicated to GVL
Narsimha Rao all the safeguards put in place with respect
to EVMs.

Electronic Voting Machines Unconstitutional and
Tamperable, a book edited by Subramanian Swamy and S
Kalyanraman, was published by Vision Books Pvt. Ltd. in
2010.

EVM have been banned in other countries

EVMs have been banned in the Netherlands,
Northern Treland and Germany. This is also an absurd
allegation. All three countries named used voting
NEDAP. These

computers have no similarities with Indian EVMs,

computers from one Company

Moreover, election laws in these countries are
completely different. In the case of Germany, the
Federal Constitutional Court has found the use of
these voting computers to be unconstitutional. In India,
the use of EVMs has been expressly permitted by
Parliament by inserting Section 61 A in the Representation
of the People Act, 1951 and has been upheld by the
Supreme Court.
Constitutionality of EVMs in India

The amendment in the Representation of the People
Act, 1951 by adding Section 61A, allowed the use of
EVMs selectively and did not envisage a blanket use of
EVMs on an universal basis. This is not true. Section 61 A
authorized the Election Commission to use EVMs
whenever it finds the use of EVMs necessary. Moreover, if
universal use of EVMs by the Election Commission is
contrary to legislative intent, Parliament could have
amended the law and taken away the power to use EVMs,
The use of EVMSs by the Commission subsequent to the
insertion of Section 61A, has also been upheld by the
Supreme Court.
Instances of EVM malfunction as proof of EVM
tampering
1. Any machine can malfunction but malfunction is
not proof of tampering. Malfunction can happen due to
wear and tear and other factors, The Commission has put
in place mechanisms so malfunctions are detected
immediately and corrective action taken. Some instances

of EVM malfunction quoted by EVM opponents are :




2. There have been instances of light flashing; that
voters pressed the button to vote for one party candidate
and the light flashed on another. This can happen if a
component malfunctions, not because of tampering. In all
cascs where such incidents have happcencd, the

Commission has ordered are-poll.

3. Thelight did not flash after the vote was cast in the
EVM. This can happen becausc of a [use or shorling of

wires. The Commissioner has ordered re-polls in all cases.

4, In some cases the EVM did not produce a beep
sound or gavc continuous bcep. The rcasons and
correclive action laken are as above.

5. Buttons got stuck and did not function. This is a

purcly mechanical fault duc to wear and tear.
Allegations of hardware tampering

Demonstration of hardware tampering has been
made on television and in videos uploaded on the internet.
Two lypcs of hardwarc tampcering were shown. In onc, a
Bluetooth receiver was placed in the display of the CU to
change the number of votes displayed, irrespective of the
data in thc CU. In another, the data in the memory of the
CU was changed by various tcchniques. Both thesc arc
serious allegations and have been discussed at length,
later in the book. Suffice to say here that such hardware
tampcring is simply not possiblc in Indian EVMs.
Response of the Election Commission

The Election Commission had started using EVMs
only after satisfying itsclf about thc reliability and non-
tamperability of thc machines. Still, the chorus of
complaints against the machines grew strong. The
Commission wanted to be doubly sure that EVMs were
tampcr proof and thercforc asked the Technical Experts
Committee to re-examine them from every point of view.
The Members and Chairman of the TEC assured the
Commission that the EVMs were tamper proof and could
not be hacked. The Commission was thus very conlident
when it decided to throw the challenge of demonstration
of tampering in EVMs to its opponents. The Commission
invited anyonc who had made complaints to make a

demonstration ol EVM tampering, in the month ofAugust

2009. The mindset of the Commission can be seen from
thc word uscd in the Press note issucd on the subjecton 1st
August 2009. 1t said: "The Election Commission remains
entirely satisfied that EVMs cannot be tampered with.
These are fully tamper proof. So far, no one has been able
to dcmonstratc that EVMs uscd by the Elcction
Commission can be tampered or manipulated ... At the
same time, the Election Commission is fully alive to its
onerous responsibility not to allow even a small shade of
doubtl about any aspcct ol its opcration. While the
Commission completely rejects the contention regarding
fallibility of the EVME, it has now decided to go the extra
distancc by inviting all thos¢ who have cxpressed
rescrvations about the machinc to come and demonsirate

the points made in their allegations
EVMs without VVPAT are tamper proof

Some statcments have been made to suggest that
EVMs have become tamper proof because of VVPAT.,
This is not true. Indian EVMs were always tamper proof,
with or without VVPAT. The biggest advantage of VVPAT
is there is a printed record of votes polled available, which
can be counted in the event of a dispute or as a post-poll
audit. 1t is only a conlidence building measurc. EVMs arc
tamper proof mainly because of the technology based
security built into the machines and the administrative
securily put in place by the Clection Commission around
EVMs. VVPAT gives irrcfutable proof of non-
tamperability of EVMs. Whether it should be used with
EVMs or not 1s no longer a question because the
Llonorablc Supreme Courl of India has dirccted the
Election Commission to introduce VVPAT in a phased
manner. The EC is bound by this judgment. However, this
judgment shows the Supreme Court does not belicve that
VVPAT is necessary to make EVMs tamper proof and for
that reason it has allowed VVPAT to be introduced in a
phascd manncr. Had the Court belicved EVMs without
VVPAT arc tampcrable, it would not have allowed the usc
of EVMs without VVPAT. My personal opinion is that
VVPAT is unnecessary and introduces unnecessary
difficultics for the polling staff duc to the nced for an
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additional printcr unit, which must then be carried to parts. My humblc opinion is th¢ EC should approach the

remote and difficult-to-reach areas, creating a greater Supreme Court once again with a prayer to reconsider the

possibility of malfunction of printers as they have moving matter and allow the use of EVMs without VVPAT.

Table showing why EVMs are tamper-proof:

Manner of allcged possiblc
EVM tampering

Rcason why it is not possible to tampcer with EVMs
in this manner

Malicious Soliware inserted
inthc Chip at the timc ol
manufacturc —insider fraud

This is not possible because —

a) SoflwarcincachEVM ischecked at thetime of FLC
by a challenge response mechanism and can be checked at any time by
comparing the code byte by byte by acode dump system.

b) Secure manufacturing.

¢) Soflwarc not writlen on the chip in the premiscs of ECIL and BEL.

Malicious Soliware inserted
subscquent 1o manulacturing remolely

Not possible because EVMs cannot be accessed remotely as they are not
nctworked.

Malicious Soliware inserted
subsequently through ports in
EVMsby getting physical
acceess of LVMs

Not possible, because chip are OTP or masked. Sollware checking is
done at every stage. There is strict physical security during storage
therefore unauthorized access is not possible

Malicious Software (Trojan)
inserted earlieris triggered atthe
time of poll by pressing a sct
ofkeys

Not possible, because :

a) Malicious Software (Trojan) cannot be inserted in
the first place, so no question of triggering it.

b) The sequence of candidates on the BU is not known till the last date of
withdrawal ofnames. Table

c¢) People would have 1o go 10 each polling station 1o trigger the Trojan in
individual LVMs, requiring the involvement of so many people that the
conspiracy could not remain hidden.

d) Arecord of all keys pressed is kept in the EVM and it can be printed out to
check whether a certain sequence ol keys have been pressed in several
EVMs in casc of doubt.

EC cannol identily its EVMs
therefore a fake EVM can be
casily introduced in the system.

This is not true. EC can identifly its EVM because ol several leatures which
include :

a) PKIinthcEVMs

b) Codc verification by FTLCU

¢) Code verification by code dump.

d) Hand-shake between differentunits of EVMs when connected.

e) Theserialnumber o[EVM printed onits body.

)  Theserial number laser printed on the chip.

Possibility ol changing the
hardwarc (hardwarc hacking)

Not possible as the specialized protection circuit in the EVM sends it
into factory mode, marking it unusable if the cover of the VM is openced,
making hardware change impossible. This is in addition to all the software
checks and PK1which also identify changed hardware immediately.
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general information, Bihar The views expressed in this article are of the author. — RUS]




Tidbits

Tch U3ch GoT
ATC ABEY b daH] H U, Ya@H b & <9 @ U 919 AU 81T =
W@ JHIRTHEE & UdId i ST B AT gt 19 6 oI 87
M JerdTaTd @ 337 9 | SH! Jred S ITN H REH WM THAYS D

Rp 2TEY T 37 WY S g R wdr @ I STRT ARt d @ e e faar-

3R Biegd 2idl ol | 9 Ul &) sl A & ATER BIS AR 2, Aod o faT I
AT MRH 89 WX B, Al A AT |

ST AT AT Blg iR & S T @ I

8] & Hh O | SHBI BRI ST b folv

TR id = =g TIeT forRgay FoT—

el 2 291 o, fa W@ & A9

fea—=1a worar <gdl %‘ ICE SR

a1 <) & Szt B, &) < A A ”'Hgﬁsﬁé@%g” Y 7oA
e A=l 59 IR W T <7 Sl | 9RY 7, AR =Tl PR T |
1M
Economic Activity
Consider the following sequence of 3. The wholesale dealer rushed to the
cvents in atown the cconomy of which ran on manufacturcr and paid the cash against
loans and borrowings. dues.
1. Alawyer wentto his grocery shopwitha 4. The manufacturer then came to the
Rs 2000 note and paid against dues. lawyer handed over to him the same Rs
2. The shop owner ran to the wholesale 2000 note against his fees.
dcaler and paid thc amount against  Moral: Nobody gaincd and nobody lost but
dues. the economy of the townmoved on.
1M
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The Unforgettable

Ay Mere Watan ke Logon

This emotive patriotic song was first sung by
Lata Mangeshkar on the 27th January; 1963
in the National stadium at New Delhi. The
function was organized to pay tributes to the
thousands of martyrs in the Indo-China war
of 1962.

The story behind the run up to the
rendering of the song, and its less known
facets, is very interesting. The lyrics were
composed by the poet, Pradeep and the music
was directed by C Ramchandra (CR) aka
Chitalkar.

The Government of India had requested
the film-maker, Mehboob Khan with the task
of organizing a programme. Mehboob Khan
requested poet Pradeepji to write the lyrics
and CR to compose the music. Tt is said that
poet Pradeep got the inspirational hint while
he was taking a stroll at Mahim beach in
Mumbai. He hastencd to borrow a pen from
an onlooker and noted down the fascinating
lyrics on the back of his cigarette packet. He
insistcd on Lataji to sing thc song and
ultimately succeeded in persuading the
reluctant genius.

When CR had initially approached Lata
Mangeshkar to sing, she refused on the plea
that the time for rehearsal was not enough,
and maybe because of personal differences.
As such, CR startcd rchcarsal with Asha
Bhonsle who walked out after knowing that
Lataji had agreed. Lataji rehearsed on the
song alone with the help of a tape of the tune
left with her by CR before he left for Delhi.

The programme was staged on the day
next to the Republic Day-1963. It was graced
by the august presence of the President, Dr
Radhakrishnan, the Prime Minister, Pt
Nehru, the cabinet Ministers and many
VVIPs. The programme was marked by the
participation of the entire film industry from
Bombay, including the thespians like Dilip
Kumar, Raj Kapoor and Dev Anand. Huge
crowds had also gathered to watch the special
feat of patriotic music.

To start with, the music directors like
Naushad, Shankar-Jaykishan and othcrs
presented their patriotic songs. Md Rafi
regaled the audience by his song 'Apni
Azaadi ko Hum Hargiz Mita Saktc Nahin'
from "Leader' film. And Mukesh sang “Sajan
re Jhoot mut Bolo Khuda ks paas jana hai'
from the film Teesri Kasam.

In the last, Lataji camc on the stage and
rendered this immortal song. When the song
ended, there was deafening silence under its
magical spcll followed by a thundcering
applause from every member of the audience.

On Pt Nehru's request Mehboob Khan
escorted Lataji to him. Emotionally
surcharged and with tears in his cycs, he said
to her, “Beti, tumne bahut achchha gaya aur
mujhe bhi rula diya.” What better
compliment could Lataji get from anyonc
else? Tt 1s said that she sang this song again
before Mrs Indira Gandhi also after the
Bangladesh war of 1971.
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