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Dear Colleagues,

[ have the privilege to place before
you, on behalf of the IAS Association
and the Editorial Board, this issue of
Prayaas for the April-June quarter of the
current year 2022.

The bureaucracy is the link between the policy
makers above and the beneficiaries of those policies
below them. A bureaucrat is, therefore, required to be
available to his superiors and easily accessible to the
people on the ground at all times. In most cases when you
call a number, you neither get an answer nor a return call.
The problem arises because of countless calls hitting the
official numbers. A way out is to have some aide to place a
list of callers to the officer who may then choose to
respond to the callers according to his discretion.

It is a matter of satisfaction for all of us that our
officers continue to deal with challenging problems of
governance with fortitude and perseverance.

It is heartening to note that a few DMs have been
acknowledges recently for their notable achievements,
namely, Darbhanga DM, Rajiv Raushan for Makhana
marketing and East Champaran DM, Kapil Sirsal Ashok
for Water Conservation and Sports and Gaya DM,

Thiyagarajan for district planning. M - ﬁ

RU Singh, IAS-(1961)
Principal Editor
[Mob: 91133-04025]
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From Secretary's Desk

Dear Colleagues,
Most notable activity in the 2™ quarter of the current year was the celebration of
Civil Services Day on a scale and in a format, which was not only different from the
earlier years but also a much enlarged and fruitful event, bringing almost all officers of
our service spanning from 1986 batch to 2020 batch, on one platform. One and half
day was spent, deliberating on the implementation of important programmes,
showcasing the best practices and listening to the political and executive leaders of
our state. Presentation of best practices by the District Magistrates was most revealing
for the headquarter officials and also a booster for the presenting officers.
The innovations were on a variety of programmes, ranging from health to prisons
to fisheries to water conservation and protection of green cover, and very much on
some out of box issues or issues that are generally given much lower priority by the
District Magistrates. Kapil, DM Motihari undertook the identification and
preservation of old trees with community participation marking them as heritage
trees- a beautiful concept. While we preserve old buildings, old trees are not respected
and seen only in terms of the wood they contain. It is my sincere hope and request that
other officers also consider this as an important parameter in their planning and
implementation of schemes. R. Sajjan, DM Sheohar took an area which is generally
not paid much attention at the level of District Heads. He undertook a drive of
registering construction workers under BOCW and disbursing benefits to them.
The role of District Magistrates is becoming much more challenging not only due
to increase in the number of schemes but also because of the increased glare under
which the field officers have to work in an era of fast communication and increasing
influence of social media. Even a small slippage can't go unnoticed. Hence, we have to
carry ourselves very carefully in our public appearance. Our service is still seen as role
model, especially in a state like Bihar and we must try to maintain this image.
Before concluding, I solicit suggestions from all of you for ways to increase the \
activities of the association as well as periodic interaction amongst its members.
Please feel free to give your suggestions to us, the office bearers of the association.
With regards

Yours sincerely

June 19, 2022 (Dipak Kumar Singh)
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Reminiscences

Down the Memory Lane

- Ishwari Prasad, IAS (1954)

From the twilight of my fading memory three events of my administrative career
come to my mind which might be of interest to my fellow brothers. The first relates to
the period when [ was very young, the second relates to my middle period and the third
towards the fag end of my career.

I joined as SDO Samastipur and had to hear a lot of criminal cases, because till
then there had been no separation of powers between the executive and judiciary.

On a Saturday when [ was trying to get up from the court, a person turned up with
two young girls and informed me that their mother had been abducted by her
paramour. He filed a petition that I should issue a production warrant under Section
400 of CrPC against their mother so that the children could be united with their
mother. Being already tired, not ready to stay any longer in court, I issued a production
warrant against her mother.

Next day a lawyer appeared before me with their mother (mark the day was a
Sunday). The lawyer said that the question of keeping the woman in police custody
was not proper, and he suggested that [ keep the woman in my bungalow. I was aghast
athis suggestion. The lawyer, sensing my predicament, suggested that [ should release
her on bail and he undertook to produce her in the Court next morning.

Next morning there was commotion in my Court. What had happened was that on
the basis of the production warrant issued by me, the woman who was living with her
husband was brought before me. So [ became responsible for taking the woman away
from the custody of her husband on the basis of the production warrant.

At this point I was on the point of ordering the restoration of the women to her
husband. Soon a petition was filed stating that she did not want to go to her husband.
The lawyer quoted several High Court judgments including the Patna High Court to
the effect that no one could be ordered to go to a place against his or her will. The
lawyer wanted that I should mention these judgments in my order. This meant any
order against the High Court judgment would invite contempt of court against me.

I was quite perplexed but suddenly, in the flash of a moment, an idea struck me
and I passed an order setting the woman at liberty as a result of which she was free to
go anywhere. But at the same time [ ordered that the paramour of the woman should be
arrested for adultery. [I do not know whether he was arrested on my suggestion. ]

The second incident relates to the times when I was posted as Chief Labour
Commissioner in Government of India. There was a strike of the Dock Labour which
had paralyzed the working at the Calcutta (now Kolkata) Dock. The Union Labour
Minister, Mr Fazlur Rehman asked me to go to Calcutta and resolve the issues.
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One day, while in Calcutta I was discussing the issues of the dispute which had
gained urgency as a union leader had been arrested and put in jail.

Next morning I met the trade union leader in jail and heard at length the points of
dispute. After that I met the chief secretary of West Bengal and was able to bring about
an agreement on the basis of four, out of ten points. For resolving the remaining six
points, I suggested arbitration by the Labour Minister, Government of India. He was
skeptical of the suggestion but, after hearing the parties, agreed for my arbitration.

Ultimately, the trade union leader was released and the labor minister was quite
happy with the outcome.

The third incident relates to the period when Shri Rajiv Gandhi was the Prime
Minister and I was Secretary, Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs. Rumours were adrift
that the Prime Minister and the President Giani Jail Singh were at loggerheads and that
the President was thinking of dismissing him.

Be it as it may, [ was called by Shri Rajiv Gandhi who enquired if the Central Hall
in the Parliament House could accommodate all the MPS from both the houses to
which my reply was in the affirmative. He then wanted to know if it was air-
conditioned to which may reply was in the negative. On this he said then how it is so
cool. He asked me whether I was sure. I told him that so far as I knew, it was not air-
conditioned. He again reiterated the same question after which I got a little irritated
and told him that early in our career we were taught that as field officers, Collectors of
the districts, etc. we must be sure of our facts otherwise the policy based on those facts
might affect other districts and it would be embarrassing for the Government.

At this point he turned to Cabinet Secretary, Shri BG Dashmukh to verity it from
the Lok Sabha Secretariat. After verification the Cabinet Secretary reported that the
central hall was not air-conditioned but air-cooled. The cabinet secretary then told the
prime minister that [ was correct.

The cabinet secretary then asked me to leave as other matters were to be

discussed.
ES

[As Labour Commissioner I had the privilege to work under Shri Prasad in 1973 when he was the
Labour Secretary. Later on, he left on central deputation and I was appointed to succeed him in
October 1973 —RU Singh].
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- RN Dash, IAS (1962)
m The Air Crash that Shocked Patna
=

The 7" July, 2000 was also the first Monday of the auspicious month of Shravana,
when religious minded people were preparing to visit temples. The new Century had
ushered in about six-and-half months back. The rainy season had also arrived about six-
and-half weeks earlier, cooling down the extreme heat of Patna, but creating considerable
humidity.

Around 7-30 in the morning, an elderly couple residing in a small government
quarter on the narrow road No 29 in the area behind Gardanibagh Girls' High School,
were enjoying tea in front of their small house. Suddenly they were no more, before
realizing what happened. A huge Boeing 737-2AB aircraft of the Alliance Airlines had
nose-dived upon them with a very high speed and had crashed, with a terrific noise. The
Aircraft (VT-EGD) was flying as Alliance 7412 on the Kolkota—Patna—Lucknow—Delhi
route, carrying 52 passengers [44 males, 5 females and 3 children] and 4 cabin crews.

The Plane had brushed over a Mango tree just before crashing. The impact had
broken the plane into four parts, but without causing the usually instant explosion and
wild fire during the initial seconds, although it carried a heavy load of five-and-half tons
of highly inflammable fuel. But it did explode some seconds later causing a wild fire
covering the entire wreckage, making it impossible for anybody on board to escape.
During the impact, a chair from the cabin of the wrecked Plane had flown out, on which a
Lucknow bound Passenger was tied by a seat belt. He was the only lucky passenger who
survived, although he was seriously injured, for which he was immediately treated
successfully, and discharged. Six more had also been rescued during the few seconds
before the explosion, all seriously injured, out of which 4 died before reaching a hospital,
and the remaining two also died in spite of treatment in the Patna Medical College
Hospital. Thus all of the remaining 51 passengers, heavily burnt and mutilated, had died,
making it difficult to identify their bodies.

On the ground, the crash had destroyed house Nos 6 and 7 completely, and No.9
partially, all on Road No. 29 in the Gardanibagh colony of Government, killed 5 persons
instantly and injured 5 more severely, who fortunately survived after treatment.

The then Chief Secretary, VS Dubey, residing about 2 kilometres north of the crash
site, had heard a terrific noise and on peeping out from the window, he noticed terrific
smoke clouding the sky over Gardanibagh—Chitkohra area. He rushed to the site and was
the first government officer to arrive at the ghastly site. He immediately tried his best to
summon assistance for rescue and salvage operations, e.g., the Fire Brigades, Ambulance
vans and Police personnel.

The Air Traffic Tower (ATC) at Patna, on seeing the Plane crash and explode about
a Km on its south-east, had immediately sounded the emergency alarms and closed the
Airport for any landing or take-off of Planes. A Fire-Brigade from the Airport had arrived
atthe crash site within about 5 minutes.

But the Fire extinguishing and salvage operations were severely affected due to a
very large uncontrollable crowd which had surrounded the area and had also blocked the
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entry and exit routes of the vehicles. Many had also climbed over the Fire Brigades,
Ambulance vans and even on the Police vans to get a good view of the crash site.
Additional Police force including the Bihar Military Police was summoned to control the
surging crowd. It took over an hour to control the raging fire.

The events leading to the disaster and the cause of the disaster unfolded during the
statutory investigation that commenced soon after. The Ministry of Civil Aviation
immediately constituted a Board to investigate into this disaster, headed by Air-Marshall
Philip Rajkumar of the Aeronautical Development Agency, Bangalore. The Board took 3
weeks to investigate and Report.

The first job of the Investigators was to locate, retrieve and analyze the Flight Data
Recorder and the Cockpit Voice Recorder. The Flight Data Recorder, usually known as
the Black Box, is in fact of deep Orange in color. It records every maneuver by the Pilot
and the Co-Pilot to fly and control the Aircraft, and also every activity of the Plane and its
important operating parts, covering as many as about 1800 parameters. The Cockpit
Voice Recorder records all conversations, alarms and sounds inside the Cockpit. Both
instruments are shock-proof, fire-proof and water-proof, and are sturdy enough never to
be damaged or destroyed in a crash. They are also placed in the rear part of the Plane,
which usually suffers less damage during the impact of any crash. Both emit Radio
signals continuously till 30 days after a crash, so that they can be located and retrieved
easily from the wreckages. Both are sent to the designated Aviation Laboratories to be
analyzed and transcribed.

The next job of the Investigators was to analyze the condition of the doomed
Aircraft and its operating parts, to ascertain whether it was inspected, maintained and
serviced properly in accordance with the time-schedule, procedures and guidelines
prescribed, and whether the Aircraft was flight-worthy. This particular Aircraft was about
19 and half years old, and was due to be retired only about 5 months later, Investigations
revealed that this Aircraft had miraculously survived a near-fatal accident earlier on 15-1-
1986 while landing at Tiruchirappalli Airport, but was saved from a crash due to
commendable efforts of the Pilot to abort the landing; he flew on to land successfully at
the nearest Airport at Chennai, in spite of a severely damaged wing. Towards the end of
1990s, about 9-10 months prior to the crash, the Rolls-Royce Company which
manufactures and periodically maintains and services the Engines and many operating
equipment of Boeing Planes, refused to renew the maintenance-cum-Service contract for
its Planes with Alliance Airlines. Thereafter, the British Aviation Authorities circulated
an Advisory not to travel with Alliance Airlines citing reason that its Planes are no longer
safe. The Board of Investigators, after considering all these aspects, and also after
examining thoroughly the records of maintenance work done, concluded that although
the Plane was old enough to be retired shortly, there was nothing wrong with the Plane or
with any of its parts, and was absolutely Air-worthy. The reason of the crash was
something else.

The Board of Investigators tried to reconstruct the events leading to the crash, on
basis of the records of the Flight Controllers at Kolkota and Patna, and the transcripts of
the Data recorded in the Flight Data Recorder and the Cockpit voice Recorder, after a
thorough inspection of the site of crash and the wreckage. According to the report of the
Board of Investigators the events leading to the crash unfolded as follows:
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0605 = Flight CD-7412 took off from Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose International Airport
at Kolkota for Jayprakash Narain International Airport at Patna. The take-off was
normal.

0712 = Kolkota Air Traffic Control [ATC] handed over the Flight to Patna Air Traffic
Control Tower. Patna ATC confirmed.

0713 = ATC of Patna acknowledged, and informed the Pilot that now the Flight was
under control of the ATC of Patna.

0728 = The Aircraft flew over the Lead Radial, about 15 miles before the Runway. The
flight was smooth and uneventful till then, except that the altitude of the flying
Aircraft was much higher, i.e. about 7500 feet above Mean Sea Level [MSL]
whereas at that time, only 3-4 minutes to land, the Plane should not have been
flying higher than 2000 feet above the MSL.

The five minutes after 0728 sealed the fate of the Aircraft. Till then, the Plane was
flying OK, except that it was flying at a much higher altitude of 7500 feet against the norm
0f 2000 feet. After checking the position of the Plane on the Radar the ATC instructed the
Pilot to descend to a height of 4000 feet immediately, then to descend gradually to a
height to 3000 feet, then to take a wide arc turn to align the plane with the line of approach
to the runway, and to land on Runway 25. The Plane flew in a zigzag motion 3 times
during the next 3 minutes, banking to the left, then to right, then to left again. Perhaps the
Pilot tried to prolong the remaining Flight path to gain time to lower the Plane gradually
to the normative height. By 0732, when the Plane flew over the Middle Marker, and
above the Clock Tower of the Secretariat, the Pilot noticed that the Plane was at a height
of 400 feet, when it should have descended to 200 feet. Any plane, about to land on a
Runway, should be at an altitude of about 150 feet only, with speed reduced to 140
nautical miles for landing. So the ATC instructed the Pilot to come down to a level of 170
feet. The Pilot could have aborted the landing then only, flown up by increasing the thrust
of the Engines, and with permission of the ATC circled around the Airport for a smooth
landing, since there was no other Plane flying in the area. But the Pilot unfortunately
decided to fly a circle at that low altitude only, and obtained permission from the ATC for
the purpose This was the last conversation between the Pilots and the ATC. The decision
proved fatal.

The Pilot had raised the Flaps on the Wings 45 degrees up to slow down the Plane
gradually by wind-flow-resistance, and he rightly lowered the Flaps to 12 degrees. The
Pilot had also neutralized both Engines so that the Plane, deprived of thrust, will slow
down gradually and also descend gradually, by inertia. But if the engines remain \
neutralized for a long duration, or the Plane is turned right or left during the neutralized
position, the Plane would stall, and if during stall recovery measures are not implemented
atonce, the Plane will dive-down by gravitational force and crash.

The Pilots, while turning the Plane leftwards, had obviously forgotten, may be
momentarily, that both engines were in a neutral position, generating no power and
producing no thrust. As a result, the Plane was losing speed, to 130 knots, then to 122
knots, and thereafter to 119 knots, whereas all flights while entering the air-space above
the starting point of the Runway should be at an altitude of about 150 feet and flying @
140 knots per hour while attempting landing. [One knot = one nautical mile = 1.15
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standard mile]. A stall leading to a crash had become inevitable. The Pilots did bring back
both engines to thrust position, but too late, only 2 seconds before the crash. The Pilots
also obviously failed to notice the repeated warnings of an impending stall, which would
crash the Plane. The stick-sticker had started trembling, and Stall Warnings were flashing
repeatedly. According to the Report of the Board of Investigators submitted about three
weeks after the crash, at that crucial second, one Pilot was looking at the Runway and the
other was busy in some conversation, both unmindful of the Stall Warnings. Instead of
initiating Stall Recovery measures instantly, and instead of following the missed
approach procedure, they turned the Plane left to fly a circle, and so the crash was
inevitable.

The Investigation Report had concluded that the Aircraft crashed only due to Pilot
errors. It had completely exonerated the ATC of Patna. But rumors started that they had
unduly protected the ATC by ignoring its faults. In my humble opinion, the only lapse by
the ATC of Patna was that after taking over the Flight at 0712, they failed to monitor the
altitude of the flying plane till 0726 hours.

Rumors also started floating in the Gardanibagh area that Ghosts of the dead keep
roaming in the area after midnight. Another rumor got circulated among the Auto-Drivers
that around midnight, any Auto plying in the area is stopped by a beautiful woman, who
gets into it and asks to be driven to a desolate area, where she becomes a ghastly looking
witch, and kills the Auto driver. One Partho Singh, claiming to be son of an Auto driver,
has uploaded a video narrating a similar experience of his father, who could save himself
by managing to get into a small roadside temple of Lord Bajrangbali, where after he gave
up driving Autos.

There have also been other incidents over or near Patna Airport when planes
[mostly small planes of Government of Bihar] survived crashes. For instance, during the
First President's Rule in Bihar [1977-78], an Advisor to the Governor, old with poor eye-
sight, used to insist on flying the plane, whenever he used to fly in a Government Plane;
Captain Abhimanyu, skeptical of his flying abilities, used to fly along as the co-pilot, and
once saved the Plane from crashing. Later, once when Captain Avinash initiated the
procedure to land a Government Aircraft and lowered the landing gears for the purpose,
the signals on the cockpit indicated that the landing gears had not opened, and he became
worried; he circled above the Airport at a low [but safe] level and requested the ATC to
check and inform him whether the landing gears had been lowered for landing; the ATC
checked using binoculars and informed the Captain that the landing gears have been
released; but there was no way to ascertain whether they had been properly locked or not;
the Captain took a risk and landed successfully. All such incidents had happened during
landing only; never when taking-off.

[The writer has described the intricate details of how the flight was managed from the
ATC and the Cockpit, after collecting the information from different sources even though
he claims to have no specialized knowledge about aviation. He seeks pardon from the
esteemed readers in case of inaccuracies noticed in the descriptions, which I have found
none — Principal Editor]

ad
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Achievements

- Rajiv Raushan. IAS

Makhana- The Pride of Darbhanga

Introduction:

Darbhanga, the heartland of Mithila is considered as cultural capital of Bihar. As
per census 2011, the population of Darbhanga district is around 39 lakhs and it is the
fifth largest city of the State. The city is known as “the cultural capital of Bihar” as well
as “Heart of Mithilanchal”. It is one of the significant cities of North Bihar and a
wonderful tourist destination due to its palaces, ponds, temples and bird sanctuary.
The city is considered as the cultural capital of Bihar because it is rich in its musical
form, folk-art and literary traditions continuing from centuries. Songs written by
famous Maithili poet Vidyapati is still sung at all religious and social occasions
throughout this region. Mithila painting is a renowned form of folk arts in the state of
Bihar, particularly in Darbhanga and Madhubani. Along with it the districts boast of
its Paan (Betel leaf), Machhli (Fish) and Makhana (Foxnut) which are the threads that
provides Mithila culture a significant and unique identification.

Background:

There is a saying that every person has unique gifts, and those gifts give him/her
the power and the opportunity to accomplish great things, which is equally true for
places also. Every place is special and unique in terms of Agro-climatic zone, texture
of its soil, annual and seasonal rainfall, temperature, humidity and its variations
throughout the year and also in terms of heritage of skills and labour. Every place has
different dimensions of challenge and at the same time it has opportunities too. India,
acountry of diverse agro-climatic zone, has immense untapped potential.

Considering the strength and potential of the Districts (places) and to reap the
benefit of scale in terms of procurement of inputs, availing common services and
marketing of products, Ministry of food processing Industries, Govt. of India
launched Omne District One Product scheme. 1t has been observed as a
transformational step forward to realize the true and undiscovered strength of the
district to boost rural economic activities in terms of employment generation,
enhanced production, processing, value addition and the marketing of the product.

Darbhanga, the district situated in north region of the state faces challenges of
floods almost every year. It has alluvial and loamy soil, rainfall varies from 900 mm to
1200mm, temperature ranges from 20 degrees to 40 degree and humidity of more than
60 % in average in monsoon season. The district has low lying areas in majority and
also has more than 8000 identified and geo tagged water bodies (under Jal-Jeevan-
Hariyali Mission, A Govt. of Bihar initiative). All these topographic and climatic
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features of this place make it very suitable for Makhana cultivation. As the district has
traditional heritage and skills of Makhana cultivation, in grained with timely
processing gives it an edge from others. In the background of these, Darbhanga has the
potential to convert challenges into opportunities. Basically the growth of
Darbhangas' Makhana is a journey from 'Tradition to Trademark' and also a journey
from 'Production to Entrepreneurship’.

Makhana — The Nutrition Powerhouse

Makhana (Foxnut) is selected under One District One Product scheme for
Darbhanga district. Makhana is an aquatic crop which is considered as a super food
having unique nutritional properties and significant health benefits also. Being rich in
antioxidant properties and having low glycemic index: 100 grams of Makhana has
350 Kecal, 7.6 gram Dietary fibre, 60 mg calcium, 9.7 gram protein, 0.1 gram fat and
other micro nutrients. These combinations of nutrients make it a great and healthy
food even for diabetic and heart patients. This crop is also considered a good remedy
of insomnia, high blood pressure, arthritis, ageing problems etc. The growing
consciousness among consumers for healthy food, makes Makhana healthy and a
good choice and it has also the potential to be the staple food in ready to eat category
too.

Promoting Makhana through State & Central Government schemes

In the convergence with various State and Central Government schemes and
by bringing various stakeholders together innovative and targeted intervention is
adopted for the purpose of holistic development through enhanced production.
Cultivation, processing, value addition and marketing etc. are some of key steps
involved in Makhana production. The District Innovation Fund, CM Udyami
Yojana, PMFME, NABARD, JEEVIKA, District Bagvaani vikas scheme,
PMEGP etc. are being used for Makhana cultivation, processing and marketing.
The makhana processed food is also being advertised through Sudha stalls.

Crop intensification of Makhana is also being done where wheat and
makhana are cultivated in the same land. Other crop intensification patterns are
water chest nut with makhana, fish with makhana etc. Also the farmers with the
technical assistance from Makhana Research Institute (MRI) have introduced the
seeds of Swarna Vaidehi variety and Sabour Makhana -1. These two seed
varieties have raised the production rate by 1.5-2 times.

Outcome of Interventions

Makhana King is a brand developed by NAFED under the PMFME scheme
for marketing Makhana based products from Darbhanga, Bihar.

* Last two years have seen exponential growth in startup around Makhana
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marketing. 16 new companies are registered in the districts. several FPOs and
MSME:s are actively working in the entire value chain. Local Gullobara Bazar,
Darbhanga, Industrial area, marketing yard and the market at Tower Chowk,
Darbhanga trades approximately 2000 MT of Makhana yearly. Makhana and
its value added products are available at all major airports and with all big or
small stores in the district and state. Makhana is exported to all the states and to
other countries through various routes.

* Most units are being tied up with major E-commerce platforms, big retailers
developing own websites to boost sale and marketing. Tie up with big retail
chains — Amazon, Flipkart, Grofers, Reliance etc. has increased the network of
marketing of the product.

* 'Mithila Makhana' has also acquired the Geographical Indication (GI) tag.

* Value added products of Makhana such as Makhana Kheer, Makhana
Kalakand, flavoured Makhana etc. are also being developed as a
mouthwatering product.

* Through ODOP, Makhana cultivation & processing has undergone a major
paradigm shift from just being means for basic livelihood for farmers to an
attractive business proposition. Value addition, financing, marketing,
providing the provision of technology and infrastructure leading to holistic
development. This is giving shape to Honorable Prime Minister's vision of
Aatma Nirbhar Bharat by being vocal for local & doubling the income &

benefits of farmers.
Special Recognition:
1. District Darbhanga was awarded under “Chief Minister's Award for

Excellence in Public Administration 2021” by Shri Nitish Kumar, Hon'ble
Chief Minister of Bihar on Civil Services Day, 20 April, 2022 for ODOP (One
District One Product). He stressed the need for 'maximising production,
branding and marketing of Makhana'.

2. District Darbhanga was awarded under “Prime Minister's Awards for
Excellence in Public Administration 2021” on Civil Services Day, 20 April,
2022 for ODOP.
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The saga of bravery and sacrifice
scripted by Vir Kuer Singh, an
indomitable octogenarian hero of the
first war of India's Independence in 1857,
appears to have been given a short shrift
perhaps because of the proverbially short
public memory. Even though the books
of history as well as research documents
are replete with words of praises for that
redoubtable soldier, it is amazing how
the memories of this brave soul are
sought to be confined to the dustbin of
forgotten history.

To mark the 50" anniversary of
Independence on August 15, 1997, the
Doordarshan telecast a programme
featuring the main events of the Indian
struggle for Independence from 1857 to
1947, which did not make even a passing
reference to Vir Kuer Singh. The faux pas
by DD overlooking the contributions of
Vir Kuer Singh was compounded when,
coming close on the heels of
this telecast, the resolution
adopted by the Parliament
after five days of special
commemorative session on
50-years of Independence
also made no mention of
even the name, let alone the heroic deeds
of Babu Kuer Singh. There could be no
plausible explanation for this historic
amnesia in regard to the sacred memory
of that great hero. It has to be
remembered that history does not forgive
those who forget it and that those who
forget history are bound to repent
eventually.

The brave son of India had led his forces,
which included the mutineers from
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Vir Kuer Singh

— RU Singh, IAS (Retd)

Hero of 1857 - Vir Kuer Singh

Danapur Cantonment, during the last ten
months of his life from May 1857 to
April 1858. He had stunned the British
by scoring momentous victories over
them at Arrah and Azamgarh. He led the
valiant retreat from the rear end, from
Azamgarh to his Jagdishpur fort in April
1858. While Babu Kuer Singh was
crossing the Ganga a bullet hit him in his
right arm which he himself amputated
and offered it to Mother Ganga.
Although he lay on his death bed after
reaching Jagadishpur, the last victory
came his way on April 23, 1958 in a battle
fought near Jagdishpur under the
command of his younger brother, Amar
Singh against the British forces led by
Captain Le Grand. Only three days later,
on April 26, 1958, when Kuer Singh
breathed his last, he must have embraced
death with peace and contentment
because his own flag, rather than the
Union Jack, fluttered atop
his fort at Jagdidhpur.

Few people realize
that Babu Kuer Singh had a
secular and cosmopolitan
® outlook. He had abjured his
personal friendship with
Taylor, the then Patna Commissioner,
who during the eventful days had treated
mercilessly the patriotic and fearless
fighters like Peer Ali of Patna. Few
people might also be aware that in the
initial run-up to the uprising, the patriotic
Muslims were perhaps the chosen targets
of the British for individual annihilation.
But the man who commanded Kuer
Singh's forces was none other than a
Muslim, named Mohd Karim Shah
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whose grave at Jagadishpur is too
dilapidated to tell the full story of the
bravery that was. Besides Rajputs and
Brahmins, many Yadav youths had also
joined Kuer Singh's army and valiantly
fought against the enemy. It is said that a
Yadav youth who led Kuer Singh's forces
in Behea area, was reportedly blown to
pieces by a British cannon. Babu Kuer
Singh, was more secular and non-casteist
than many of the present-day
demagogues who cry hoarse against
communalism and casteism without
themselves practicing the same in letter
and spirit. With reference to Babu Kuer
Singh, could there be a better example of
a utopian casteless society in which the
relevance of caste lay only in the tying of
nuptial knots? Not a hypocrite, Babu
Kuer Singh openly acknowledged his
intimacy with Dharmanbai who
accompanied him even on his 1200-mile
guerilla march through Rohtas, Varanasi,
Rewa, Banda, Kalpi, Kanpur, Lucknow
and Azamgarh. She died somewhere on
the way during the campaign, as did
Babu Kuer Singh's only surviving
grandson.

The grand old man set exemplary
standards of courage and leadership,
communal harmony and social
equanimity. He had divided his estate
into two parts and placed each under the
administration of a Muslim. This bears
invincible testimony to his secular
credentials. It is heartening to recall that
Babu Kuer Singh had accepted a Dalit
woman as his sister and had settled with
her a piece of land which eventually
came to be known as Bahan Bigha or
Dusadh Badhar. People of all castes
adorned Kuer Singh's court, which
naturally did not discriminate between
individuals on the basis of their caste and

creed as merit was the sole criterion.
Most of the British historians and
chroniclers thanked their stars that Kuer
Singh had not been 40 years younger!
According to the British accounts,
Hindustan roughly extending from Patna
to Delhi, was almost lost in the wake of
the Mutiny. The accounts add that 'when
the native troops had killed their officers
and looted the treasury, it sometimes so
happened that a local chieftain would put
himself at their head, as Nana had done at
Cawnpore, Kunwar Singh in the country
east of Benares and Khan Mohammad
Khan in Rohilakhand." But our own
leaders in independent India have hardly
gone beyond the annual ritual of paying
floral tributes to Vir Kuer Singh on the
occasion of the anniversary of his
'Victory Day' falling on April 23.
Otherwise, nothing much has been done
to perpetuate his memory and preserve
his memorabilia at Jagdishpur, which
bore the severe brunt of British attacks
after Kuer Singh's death. With the seeds
of patriotism in his heart, Vir Kuer Singh
had actively participated in a secret
conclave of some other Indian chieftains
held at Sonepur in 1845 to deliberate on
the ways and means of ousting the British
from the Indian soil. As a follow-up,
Babu Kuer Singh had already raised a
local army 8000 men which was
reinforced by the 1300 mutineers who
had arrived from three battalions of the
native infantry at Danapur cantonment.
We cannot but admire the
diplomatic skills of the British who
showed the uncanny capacity to turn foes
into friends through their divide and rule
policy. A couple of instances would
suffice to substantiate this statement.
First, a few years before the 1857, the
British had gained control over the
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Punjab after taking on the Sikh soldiers
in fierce battles with the help of Purbea
soldiers, who mostly hailed from what
now falls in the states of Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar and Madhya Pradesh. Ironically, a
few years later, the same British brought
the same Sikhs to their own side and
deployed them to fight against the same
Purbea soldiers who had decamped from
the barracks of British army at
Barrackpore, Meerut and Danapur. The
vulnerable logic which otherwise went
well with the Sikhs had obviously been
that the Purbeas who betrayed the British
by joining the mutiny were the same
people who had earlier killed the Sikhs in
the battles for bringing the Punjab under
British control. Little did the Sikh
soldiers realise that the Purbeas had no
animosity for the Sikhs but had fought
against them only at the behest of the
British. Second, later in the 1930s, the
British successfully created a schism in
the Hindu-Muslim unity, thus arraying
one against the other that ultimately
ended up in the partition of our beloved
country. These two instances amply
show that, for the British, deceit and
diplomacy went together. The British
bequeathed to India an ominous legacy
that lasts till today.

To return to the main theme of this
article, I am tempted to surmise that the
course of Indian history from 1857
onwards would have been different, had
one or more of the following four
alternative scenarios taken place namely,

*

(a) if, as per the secret understanding, the
mutiny in all the cantonments had broken
out simultaneously exactly on July 25,
1857; (b) if Babu Kuer Singh had then
been 40 years younger; (¢) if the soldiers
of Danapur cantonment had mutinied a
couple of days earlier than July 25, 1857
i.e. before the huge cache of arms and
ammunitions were shifted to the eastern
part of the cantonment to make them
beyond the reach of the Indian soldiers;
and (d) if the traitors among the Indians
had unreservedly and whole-heartedly
sided with Babu Kuer Singh instead of
seeking to be rewarded by the British for
their acts of treachery against their own
country.

There is some difference of
opinion on the point whether the best
time for India to gain independence was
in 1857, when it was not a nation but the
conglomeration of the native peasantry
and of a large number of native estates
pulling in different directions, driven by
instincts of self-interest. As a matter of
fact, it was the freedom struggle led by
Mahatma Gandhi that instilled political
consciousness in the public psyche.
People did become aware of their rights
but, after Independence, they hardly
inculcated the sense of duty. Like
Bismarck, the first German Chancellor
had unified Germany in 1871, so did the
'Iron Man of India', Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel unify the country by bringing all
Indian estates under one roof after
Independence.

[This article is based on my article on Vir Kuer Singh, which had been published in the
Hindustan Times, Patna on 26 April, 2003 — RU Singh]

oo

14

April-June, 2022



Health Tips

- e s ®/AR fag (ugmsht sarEh)
@ et gaue fgfa @ sea

S fava | g ael Hidl 1 O Gl 91 wRUT ¢ TG T 94 T8 ¢ foh R ot 31
ST 1 e B Y erl € W I e SR e W el AW ¢ o HE w1 g off e
yreeTdt <R H T femar sik “fiR-+R TR % Tk e ¥ T Sl W el W1 2 SR a9 d%
Sl oIgd qf¥shet B STl 21 374: 39 SOl & =+ 1 9t U 3u € FoF e g 3 yreedt
1o H ushs foren Sl e o @t frafaa sta & fore st s g wn € el weA
& oIy Taree sFereen o1 ff Higd B 9gd SMavash €1 ol IR TRl & ot gl SIieehd]
M o foTT T 2000 H & AT & faard veat favd geer (@) o 4 wad &1 favd e
feae'! & &9 1 =ifta foran 72 ol

S W G g § FR! A T 9 @1 7, fEd araad off T €1 faskfaa <9 4 3w W
HTET H1g TH H Hherd! eTaet F2 o & oifera fasmrasiiar <o & suh! feerfa sga € fawdors
21 S T3, o ITER ARAT™ W X & WS k1 G 20 96 H A 81 2| w<erdl sirer
Feft = TR I Ffeies T w9 e & 3 AT 1 G IR o fea @ o saw 9
G Y@ 8, | T WA & e 3@ dl 15 o 4 T 8 a6 R & ¥R B 2
<91 A ot & Y, g iR a=w off W AT TUe H o1 ® B1 i hW Gt & STER,
L FGd S i Uk o ST = 0N | T S Fehdl B - sh & § =el, SA&I0N ! Te=,
frrafa whif iR g STeR) fUsd < 9 ¥ SR & sore | 3ot i g8 o foredt ek
i & 72 g2 71 fafa= Ty Wikt Ud Hieiefere TR W S U ol % 5 Sarl shi g
1 a1 TR SR YA a1 52 @ foh ol i U k1 W@ fereen | off iRt e o
et St @1 g & STeR ud S=ifeh 38 SR W 9 e ° ol € o 68 3wt T famen
ST Fh| 39 ARTAH | HTHT €S dF Aherdl el € oiferd e1eft off % Teeget | vy S 7
3T 1 St @ 5 39 S % Tel SR %) TSR T $HeR1 STER 37 oTet 3 o6 § God
31 STa|

5 <9 & SR W W g TH H HTohT Goheral Tiedl &, TH1 3@ T € 98l W 3 &
Y- AN H STEhdl, SER & aR § e, 996 % FRO0 o |Wie-We, W R IRETER
afereen ® Uehgd o foru agd € aIg i = S el €1 e, Hietele, smifienT, #Are,
fthele 3cfs % U 391 € W8T agd eifsh el Tlsi & I S o drecR Jogk fava o gad
%1 21 3 oo Tl Ik Srretdr 9 & gud g 9@ 21 39 B 9 o & WieAn 9@ gAr | i b
STk i e sh &l o o1 H T4 <4 8q T el 91 94 feman 1 21

AN | T[S /D HEqUl aed
. 9 Y 12 @ & HE S U 1 g o ghg 8 W e 3R si" 7 o Ut i el a6

15 Prayaas



g oft 21 W 21 ferelt oft Tme onTe 35 O e Uit <9 W i e B
2. fova | SR G 1 TEU 91 FRU B T, T AL F 9N favd ¥ W B Aidl °
Hid TR o HRO B 2
3. Qe H 50 i ue Afeensti ®§ 8 9 10 wfawd R faw qrEe, % FR e 2
4. fawa g e ad 60 @R @ IR IRATd § 10 TG T T G W T ¢ 3R e 2
@ F TS AT LFTH i oTe Sfed o e gL 4T o 9 R R £
5. e TS | T 61 9 afeert e 39 wiav 7ey g 2
6. Tafee Tfemn & STgUR BR-BI T=4 o= F+ft ygum 7 foran 7, afx 37 Trar-faar =1
A fame =71 it 9 €, df 3 oo et U1 e o fme 1 yeil w9 | o g e
:
7. WRAES | ¥ 40 UHUS | Weh SATR 1 Wi qvalreh, Yol W € W € e e & Yeohvs | Th
T T, O T ST T RIRR 2 W@l 2
S he’ T 7
TART TRR 3T FhR T HIRTST & 1 81 ¢1 STHAR R & Hiferehe Frafha o fafa
e | Toreord gidt et €1 fereg STl ot shror o shifdrentenl s fasrei sramr= oiR sifeta
B S 2 Fet rfafeaa Fifered - T M & T H S el S © 3R S’ g (M)
F1EY A oAt 8, 99 79 H R Fed &1 e fhE off 311 A 2 gehar 71 S I e S &1 TH
TE 1 M3 TR I M3 BNl & S IR & 3R AT & A 1 d1ehd Wl © Selfeh Tt | e
1 vgfa Tel I St 2
HW -+ T arelt A 2?1 98 IR & R ot 31 § 2 Gehar @ @R W 9gd @
T I o8 LT Tedl © 3R fRY efii-+f T IR o o & 3l @ 3R q6 36 THa ha i
et STaree hed €1 98 S hi Had o] WY ® SiE 3 et | e g 21
o SOt @ &g 1@ TAIER aTHe?
1. TESITe, A1 qFaITeh, | o T1edT <R Hor |
2. WIR, FHISARTS , FTAEE TSI 1 WH Hi F&gel § Ja|
3. 40 9 %A 9 % sAferd | Afereh FellaR o 961 a1l |ISH o RO ST A \
4. TR H gfaXieres gomelt i |
5. STIATeTeR THRON |l
6. TeTd W4T |

7. dedl 9gHUT|
8. éﬁlﬁﬁmm EIESSSIC ARG IR IR

9. Taftsra Sfererett
AT Y 3T ALUN ht IS ¢

1. US4, ¢, @@R a1 I H G 1 3T 2. ¥R &1 9 AR 52 T 3. T F9 T

16 April-June, 2022



TER T AN 5. IR H H1E M3 A1 et &1 21 6. g & =X § W1 H e a1 =19 1 g1
7. W T3 1 &1 Td seagMl § STHHT G 1 A9 8. T § ol 98 9 gfad 1 9.frem
H HicE |
TR T TATS Y&d: i WX & Il &
|. WeHl: TP SN 3T U9 % S ki g2 % faw e Fafewa 2. Heendt (faferwor
Torferea ): 2T 3R SR T iR i T w6 & fau Fefa ammet o fafwor R sm
21 3. HEERdY: ST T BRI i ghg i <A HH 41 T wE & faw S <o < St @
I FHIHE FEd B TE SR 1 e & Y | & Sl 21 4. SRS ONUY: TEH HET H
AT e TR R & YA St ], S-SRI & 7 R | 5. SEAISNUT: F8 I 1 A
TieRIeT &THdT % Sgd 7O Sl 3eft € dlfeh IRR S i GS-9-GS IR Fah|
TreifeRa S AT 3TUT | 7 &1 Hehal ¥ Shl Tl
1. T, U6 IE 9 R @A 2. B HE A1 Sl 9% @M1 9 TS HEA1l 3. dell- ot
TSR ST § TS il SR Hhol-Fssl SI&1 o1l 4. 3Afeeh Seliqr o o arell qiee el
w1 wd ¥ fae 1 o 5. Frafra e nfafafiren e IR & a1 &1 9w @A 9nm ud
M (AfEIM) HAN 6. THAME @R TG iSRS o153l o STAN aTe! @rel q&1ed 9 F=11 7.
59wl &l 9o & T hraiss oMK 1 s&HE fohan T 81, 379 &A1 8. Sty 7 |
T qrET W 9. AfE UReR | fRet 1 O B g @ df GR 1 ot THI-TH WS FHEE
TR sh e ST RN G off &1 Fehell 1
ST hTAT AR

P T YRITH ST FT SRRT STH STH H T = I €, 7 : 964 ¢ o HiE ot
et Afe el § Uk an off 70 S IR STOudel § A fRdt w9 g | Sl S w9
et g, & & i =78 Ul wer givehet e € foh orqen STeHl & YRR | sheR Y @1 € A1 e
WRfyeh el & A sTeRT 1 qaT el S Al e AT 1 g OE WIeA1 Teman <71 Hehal 21 GO e
T HH G HH @ B S hE AT ST i hIZhT hehe I STELd i T&T TS| TSt |
TSIt 3T BT SR 31 &1 Sifed sidt SR @H?ﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ@ﬁqﬁ'{ﬁw%
SNTEhdl, SR 1 SN T8 T99-999 W R fedar et § it \
AT, - Teh HIST S8l

S W T G T F Uk F 3T WH 2| o e 2 A 8w & Wi gl
e ¥ o ®© ¥, A 38 we ofed | o TS| W d 12 @@ | 9 5 g Al e o
weqferd BT €t TEt| qwalren (W, Teeht, el fRe, goht) o oTel AT sl hEX BF T SHTe
15 9 20 T[T TS €1 STt 21

HEt & Afer:
fafir= TE & & ! Uk B S TR oferd Wk 8 @ 2| e a=iiiehl o seegrl &

17 Prayaas



He 1 &, S SARAl § aifres e s o Be €, 1 ot et fHepret oo 2, ford s
& L T R A N Heh | T defrai S 11 W20 o w sH A E T afFa A A @ 3=
T St SeeRE & GE % hER I TS TEl St €| TH TRE ST 1 G, IS kT et
L, S T, THS & HhEL o AR IR HTH HI Fishal =l &I &1 SHE © 3 i aferq off
JMET THT | SR A ST B ST SR q9H i 3E9d e g Fehil|

TS & TTC IR et & |19 Aae it S

HIE I T o h Tk T R 1 SHRT T G € SAf qE | o1 S 21 gl
F1 Ui o SH AT 3 Te Areafaverd @iF orTd 21 T § Telrs & 99 e v i
el 1 IR 3R 3 o1 Sif¥rea a1 21 2ltsl & S0 2 <SS ol 209 &4 W@

1. TSt 3R S afe S B SR H

2. WO ol @l o R 78 Y, afes JERtee 3

3. H{S % W & 3TIER S 9HeU

4. e | 9ecl 70 | 31afd of | e g1 7S Sl 39 @R ol Sitedt off ged & faw
gicaied Y, T ST 1 4d 9 81 e 9 ogE W Sfiq e B

1. el | Teh 91 3197 U9 URER & 99 95 o1 ol &1 sid hd o8
feder §eX 9 S hiau|

2. HhEHI U KT TE Y agH STl =il | Sl e & Teh, RS i
3. X HT SR AT Tl hl 3T TRIETT|
4, I 9 19 TR § e A
[ o g o= AR Tie ©o w@ eiftued o fds 9=, Sogan, ge & v 21]

ad

April-June, 2022



AT B AT R
TR BR T8l "R % |

A% o 3 2,

W U A1 fasm @
g T GRT B M e,
W I ST BT A 2

3R MY K T,
W R e HoR % |

T Silad Hell & gl
B 3 ers ¥,

Arar far ok <o &
S e o oIS H,
&, frafa a9 ox 2
W R & R % |

g 1 |41t = @l
I7 a1 R fie s @
Mg §¢ I IJTPR

S Gell 1 yerd w4 @,

qdd df AT ON &

W ER & AR % |
AT, AT 6 AT o) 2
TR BR T8l AR &

BR eI "oR o |

*

)

T 39y o ‘fags’, wad. (1961)

HeIoY
59 fema @ % 9 oTu, S <A gEel ¥R 9,
Fed queR! o & fafg, fer o aft T Td 3am;
foram® qRW, o0 W, Ak ® #Afen & B[ H,
Ta off, 99 I AR W, T8 ORI dehd H

T SR Wdlall T Thd, ohd T TAET HW A,
1, @R IR g & oft, fHean @1 AW A ad qF;
I o T3 SH W A, =eld T YO i e w4,
@A 9 T ATSE H, A T, aEE wHi

I AUl ¥ W W GoRd, 990 9O & 9T R,
I e g Hod @ o, TS 7 7 e a8
IS q0, S R TS o, FHEE G @ Fhd @,
IHfd-3TeAd & BH-9W, TH Toh AMEHL ded 8l

I I 9 qH, G 39, Taha €4 &l 98 Fohd,
TSA-T de-Rg 59, g@?aﬁfwzwnaﬁ
mﬂﬁ"gﬁ«ssmi‘@«w St -9m ° 9 foreent,
IR GWH E oA, TR S dHH h ST

Stted R & 91 3157 o1, 3 o1 Wehl qH, T <,
R o ST W T KD 1, TE Hehdl STHT STAS-Y;
g TH a9 W T g, yRey g fEfo w1,
=ed W A1 8 R T, afd w1 oft FE am= 7 2l

T SRR T Heh! 3R, 71 arehd, ferma oft’ fea,
SMITA-h1e & 1% &1, B wEid 9a-5-949 fHd;
T Gl 3R, 921 9 off, 5T g0 | off 5= 7 @,
TAARR T & T Tk, eheu-vfed, Fg, ‘82 Wl

fom @ afs 1o foees, g, ama Hig ¥ X ¥,
I W A & TR o, WA Th SH qH O
o first g =1 3euA, Af gl SAfora 9 X Jehd,
9 gl & <0 T, R 9 fedt W eifq
yfaera oot 9 o, afk & 9@ &1 W& &,
JU-&T0T H TE I fohat, SHeRT it T A1 W@

T2 R W ol &, qH SR ad e,
o 9<t 96 g8 ®, qH, HeTqey hecnsi|

[ IRTYEY BT hi hidal TS fohftelT i ARG TS ol ‘$% ' 1 W gN 1991 H whfd a1 & 3T 1992

* fepan T fewt TR © 1 WRIeT: 39 SRTSTE shisrl § U fudl §R1 7o O3 i wferd 9w € — ‘fede’]
oo

19 Prayaas



Achievers

— RU Singh, IAS (1961)

Rajiv Gauba, IAS (1982)

Holding since August 2019 the coveted post of Cabinet Secretary in Government
ofIndia (Gol), the highest echelon in the Indian Administrative Service, Rajiv Gauba (b.
15 August 1959) has made Bihar, Jharkhand and the whole of India feel proud of him by
dint of his singular contributions in Governance and Policy Making.

Prior to his elevation to the post of Cabinet Secretary, he had worked as Union
Home Secretary (2017-19), Secretary in the Ministry of Urban Development (2016-17)

and as Chief Secretary of
Earlier he had also served as
Ministry of Home Affairs and as
of Environment & Forests
he had also served in the
(IMF) in the capacity of Senior
Director in charge of India,
Bhutan. On return from his stint
Resident Commissioner in
also had the opportunity to work
Defence Minister, Mr George

Jharkhand State (2015-16).
Additional Secretary in the
Joint Secretary in the Ministry
(1996-98). During 2001-05,
International Monetary Fund
Advisor to the Executive
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
in the IMF, he had worked as
Government of Jharkhand. He
as Private Secretary to the then
Fernandes.

His career recorded a meteoric rise after he served on various posts in Jharkhand
culminating with his posting as Chief Secretary, in which capacity he was instrumental,
among others, in formulating the Labour Reforms aimed at facilitating the small and
medium enterprises. His efforts also saw significant curbing down of violence in the
areas of Jharkhand affected by the Left-Wing Extremism (LWE).

He had served in Bihar Cadre for 18 years before 15 November 2000 when
Jharkhand State was carved out of Bihar and he opted for that Cadre. While in Bihar, he
had served as Sub Divisional Officer of Jamtara (Dumka) and Sasaram (Rohtas), DDC
of Dumka and Patna, and CEO of Bihar Khadi Board. During 1989-96, he worked as
DM of Nalanda, Muzaffarpur and Gaya districts where he left behind enviable trails of
being a simple, sensitive, firm and effective officer.

It would be relevant to dwell upon the significant contributions of Mr Gauba
made from some of the positions he held in his career:

1. As Cabinet Secretary, he played a crucial role in India's fight against COVID 19
Pandemic, bringing together Gol Ministries & Organizations, State Governments and
District authorities for a composite response of Government. Some of his important
initiatives included the setting up of various taskforces for oxygen, masks and other
medical equipment and a massive vaccination drive.

ii.  As Union Home Secretary, he played a pivotal role in the decisions related to the
abolition of Art 370 and the reorganization of Jammu & Kashmir State and management
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ofthe on-ground situation that arose in the wake of these decisions.

He has contributed significantly towards some of the most landmark reforms in
India like Ease of Doing Business, Reduction of Compliance Burden and
Decriminalization of minor offences.
1ii.  As Urban Development Secretary, he helped conceptualise and implement a
series of major initiatives for urban transformation such as the Smart Cities Mission,
Swachh Bharat Mission and Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation
(AMRUT).

iv.  As Chief Secretary of Jharkhand, he helped in putting together an ambitious
agenda of the Reforms of Governance in Jharkhand State which, in the matter of Ease of
Doing Business, leapfrogged to the third position in 2016 from almost the bottom of the
rankings of States earlier.

V. He represented India in the IMF as Senior Adviser to ED. During this period,
India agreed to participate in the Financial Transaction Plan of the IMF. Selection of
India by IMF as a member of the FTP sent a strong signal regarding the country's
strength and resilience of'its external sector vis-a-vis the international community.

vi.  As Private Secretary to the then Union Minister of Defence, Mr. George
Fernandes, he played a key role in running this strategically important office during the
critical period of Kargil war in 1999.

I feel proud to recall that Rajiv Gauba now holds the topmost post of Cabinet
Secretary in succession to his predecessors like Messrs VC Pande (IAS-1955), Surendra
Singh (IAS-1959), TSR Subrahmaninan (IAS-1961), Prabhat Kumar (IAS-1963) and
BK Chaturvedi (IAS-1966), who incidentally knew this little self personally. Among
them Prabhat Kumar and BK Chaturvedi had been my class-mates in Physics (Previous)
class in Allahabad University during 1960-61, which I had joined after my M Sc (Maths)
and both of them after their BSc. All of the the above ex Cab Secs had the vintage of
Allahabad University, except my batch-mate, TSR Subramanian who had a Master's
Degree from the University of Calcutta.

Rajiv Gauba has been bestowed with an ideal family consisting of his wife, a son
and a daughter. His wife, Dr Pammi Gauba is the HOD of Biotechnology in the Jaypee
Institute of Information Technology. Mr Gauba himself is a graduate from the Patna
University being the Gold Medalist of BSc Honours in Physics.

When I talked to him, after about 25 years, on 12 May 2022 for his consent for
being included in the series of the Achievers from the Cadre in the next issue Prayaas, |
was surprised that even from the peak he vividly remembered our meeting each other
years back. His illustrious career is no doubt a beacon for the next gen IAS officers.

All in all, T can vouch with full responsibity on the basis of my personal
interactions with Rajiv Gauba that he is one of the rarest specimens of those who rise to
the highest echelon of the IAS and do not allow the spectre of ego, as distinct from the
sense self-respect, to overtake him. The branch of a tree bearing the load of its fruits
inevitably bows to the Earth .
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SIS L AURAR RG]

T g ¥ 9Rd & <91 9, Oy 99 feuew ¥ @i
& §R R W feu waaaen 9, 99 gR oy w=ye ¥ aeifen

e WIS H ¥ I e 3f@ oS, SEan wEfh wiEd | ¥ st
Tgq g™ MY SR WAl W, &fE fag wr owme ¥ «@fEEm
Ot o =@ W @ o=, @96 Hgd W Id I FeifeEd.
gHIe diqal ®ew AF SHgE, hadhl T[omd T Hel 1 FfEA

qrar didt Siel T Sl SIS 9, qdrer & 0t 9t e | ¥ seifen
X guf 91 9RG & 9Er ¥, AR §H S T oaR ¥ «eifEn
T Y AT & S U 9, WS sfe oedd I aeifed
YA UOMs  WeRd  (MRIed, WMUs 'Wie R Wme Y aeifed

IR oHF A& SAfE Al M, TH & wge =ad 1 Feifed
ST YR &R foefl sethaen |, AR M a6 W9 dR ¥ St
B W 41 ¥ deRl o< @ ons, swi ®fH 9R o7 e 1 St
ar & foue <9 ™ 9 FO1 99, IR 9™ IR S w2l

M i Y TiaH HiYeRd, Ao R & e ¥ sRifE
TAES (A= < @R E96ell, o9& @ a9 & Hax ¥ Fefean
TIh HER TR SH 1, et % A wde 1 seied.
foamafa Tellg™ W SERE Hid, Jadl & Wd FweH 1 FfEl

3 S A Y 9 fe= <fE oS, Wl g@ go o wd 1 st
ggd 9y fawnar et &, fRR-fek feg gfa sma ¥ seifen
IR YW W YT TR a9, #R fe= W = frEg ¥ weifen
T g T 9ra & gfn Sife, W owER o TE Y St

*

[ This legendary Bhojpuri poem had purported to exhort the indentured labour to visit India to
see its grand cultural heritage, scenic grandeur and social milieu. Their progenies have since
risen to be the elite in countries like Mauritius, Trinidad, Fiji and Guyana— Principal Editor]
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Metaverse, Digital Marriages, Clubhouse & More

Article

Wy

We all have had our happy lives,
meaningful lives which we cherished on
daily basis during pre-pandemic times.
Come May 2021, we all have had our
losses, anxieties due to the Delta variant
and the after math of lockdowns.
Frowning anxious faces trying to speak,
trying to meet old faces but little did we
know during this lockdown that our lives
will change in this metaverse avatar.
Many of us could not meet our near and
dear ones, could not attend marriages of
our favorite bhaiya or didi due to
lockdown and strict pandemic norms.

Metaverse is a virtual reality
world where users can interact, play
games and experience things as they
would in the real world. Using AR
(Augmented Reality) and VR (Virtual
Reality) technology, users can immerse
into the virtual world and interact with
overlaying objects and people have the
visuals projected in front of them. AR
uses a real-world setting while VR is
completely virtual. AR users can control
their presence in the real world while VR
users are controlled by the system. VR
requires a headset device, but AR can be
accessed with a smartphone. AR
enhances both the virtual and real world
while VR only enhances a fictional
reality.

Metaverse is basically a represen-
tation of an immersive 3D virtual world
where users can interact with different
spaces as their digital avatars. Just like

- Agreya Pratap

the real world, the metaverse can allow
users to move around different
metaverse spaces as their digital avatars.

Recently a news item hit us that in
India first of its kind metaverse marriage
happened. Abhijeet and Sansrati who
tied the nuptial knot and became India's
first couple to get married on a 3D
Metaverse. The wedding took place on
Yug Metaverse. The whole metaverse
marriage was conceptualised, organised
and executed by the media agency
Wavemaker India for ITC Ltd. The
digital avatars of the couple had their
ceremony hosted on a scenic beach side
venue where the guests also joined in via
their digital avatars. The wedding took
place on 5th Feb 2022, 8 PM to 9 PM and
coincided with the physical event held in
Bhopal. The wedding had more than 500
registrations for the wedding. Users
could change their avatars, walk through
the event and enjoy the dancing floor too.

In the growing worldly social
distancing norms where safety is need of
the hour, Metaverse marriages are a
boon. Virtual marriage realities are
turning the tide of the physical life. We
have to accept the reality that global
pandemic novel corona virus has become
endemic and every year we would have
to take extra precautions and safeguards
against this endemic.

Metaverse Phonetic Reality:
Clubhouse Clubhouse is a type of
social network based on voice, where
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people around the world come together
to talk, listen and learn from each other in
real-time. In Clubhouse, users can talk,
interact, discuss and host rooms. The
ever growing popularity of Clubhouse
popularly known as (CH) has some
renowned celebrities like Mark
Zuckerberg, Ashton Kutcher, Elon
Musk, Drake, Oprah and more.
Clubhouse has over 6 million active
users and 28 million downloads
worldwide. Clubhouse was first released
for IOS (operating system for Iphone
users) in 2020. Clubhouse enabled
monetizing for creators for their contents
and ideas. By the last quarter of 2021
Clubhouse has more than 700K active
rooms running everyday worldwide.
Clubhouse was downloaded more than
1.4 million times in December 2021. But
it 1s said that with great power comes
greater responsibilities. In this metaverse

*

phonetic reality some people have
misused this. There have been instances
where complaints have been filed against
some Clubhouse users who have grossly
misused this metaverse platform.
Appropriate legal actions and court
filings have been made in this regard
against law breakers and trials are
ongoing.

Regardless of these unfortunate
mishaps, the goodness of Clubhouse
overweighs the negativities. Some
Clubhouse users who started virtual
interactions on the platform have met
each other in real life. While some
metaverse users have made some real
good friends, some have lost touch of
each other.

As could be conclusively said
about the Apollo 11 Mission, so also that
“Metaverse is a small step of man but a
big leap for mankind.”

[ The writer of this article Agreya Pratap is son of our retired colleague, AK Chauhan,
IAS (1980). He is a practicing advocate in Delhi and Patna High Courts. This article
based on modern concepts may be like Greek and Latin to many of the retirees but it is

more intelligible to their sons and grandsons! To my mind, on the pattern of

Metaphysics (spiritual Physics), Metaverse is an abridged form of Meta-universe and

Clubhouse is a virtual house where the participation is virtual — Principal Editor]
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Activities

— Dipak Kumar Singh, IAS (1992)

Activities of the IAS Association

Two major activities of the Association took place in the quarter of April-June 2022. The first
was organising fun-filled events on the sidelines of Civil Services Day 2022, celebrated on 21" April.
Second was organising a blood donation camp, for the second year, in a row, on the World Blood
Donor's Day, 14" June.

Civil Services Day celebrations

Civil Services Day is celebrated across India on April 21 every year to recognise the efforts of
Civil servants in the cause of public service. It is also an occasion when the Steel frame of India
renew their commitment to public service and excellence in work. This year, the GAD decided to
organize the event in a big way by inviting all the field officers to facilitate peer learning and to
promote camaraderie among officers. While the official engagements were planned well by GAD,
the informal engagements for officers, kids and spouses were taken care of by the IAS Association.

The event officially kicked off on the afternoon of 20th April. In the evening, the Association
in coordination with the BSPHCL organised a friendly cricket match of officers, between two teams
namely Aryabhatta XI and Kautilya X1. While naming the teams, the rich historical legacy of the
State was taken into consideration. Aryabhatta XI led by able captaincy of Development
Commissioner, Shri Vivek Kumar Singh and some powerful hitting by Kapil Ashok Shirsat set up a
huge total which eventually proved too much for Kautilya XI to achieve. It was a memorable sight to
see officers across different batches trying to contribute their best in the team's cause. This match
was then followed by another scintillating match between Koshi XI and Sone XI. This match was
organized on the initiatives of IAS wives association. It was played between lady officers, kids and
spouses who had come to participate in the event. The non-playing officers, spouses and kids
engaged in playing housie where there were attractive prizes to be won. This was followed by prize
distribution for winners and all participants.

On the next day i.e. 21st April, while the officers were engaged in the daylong session of
presentation of innovative and best practices, tour of the zoo and museum were organised by the
Association for the spouses and kids. Lunch at the museum was followed by a visit to Upendra
Maharathi Institute of Industrial Designs, where they visited art and craft museum and also got to
see the live demonstration of traditional arts and stalls.

In the evening all the officers along with their family members were invited for an informal
dinner at Lemon tree Hotel. It was again an informal set up where young field officers could interact
with the seniors officers with their family members. All officers felt it as a welcome break from the
extracting hectic schedule. \
Blood Donation Camp

The Association had organised a blood donation camp, in the year 2020, on the occasion of
World Blood Donor's Day, celebrated on 14" June worldwide. Continuing the tradition, this year
also, a camp was organised, which was inaugurated jointly by the Chief Secretary Shri Amir Subhani
and DGP Shri Sanjeev Kumar Singhal. A record of 161 units of blood donation was achieved in the
camp. The camp was organised in association with Maa Blood Bank, a blood bank with modern
facilities run by Maa Vaishno Devi Seva Samiti, an organisation of selfless blood donors, who are
ready to reach anywhere just on a phone call or whatsapp message. This event is organised in
collaboration with IAS Wives Association, IPS Officers Association and IPS Wives Association.
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Tidbits

“In war the the politicians give ammunition, the rich give the food and the poor give their
children. When the war is over the politicians get back the leftover ammunition, the rich
grow more food and the poor search for the graves of their children.”
— Serbian Saying.
“War is a place where young people who don't know each otherand don't hate each other
kill each other, by the decision of old people who know each other and hate each other, bu
don'tkill each other.”

— Erich Hartman.

“National carrier Al has advertised for 150 loaders and not loafers on contractual basis
as was inadvertently published on February 12. We regret the typo.”

— A Correction!

“Question: What is the difference between Sciencs, Arts and Commerce?

Answers: There is no medicine of Corona as of now; that is Science! Hospital bills
come in lakhs even though there is no medicine; this is Art! Patient dies but Hospital
survives; thatis Commerce!”

— Q&A.
“Poor get subsidy, Rich getrebate. Middle class watch TV and debate.”
— Whatsapp University.
“Be silent unless you can say something that is more useful than your silence.”
— Archimedes.
Whatis Poison?
“Anything beyond what we need is Poison. It can be Power, Food, Ego, Ambition,
Vanity, Fear, Anger, Greed, Jealousy, Attachment or Whatever.”

>R

— Anon.
“Bumans are the only creatures who cut the trees, make paper from it and then write
'Save the Trees' onit.”
— Anonymous
Principal: [ have called you for a meeting because your son is causing problems at School;
Father: My son is causing problems at home also. Have I called you ever for a meeting?

— Anonymous
“qred, T SR SE; Gt TR 22 Bt €, gHfae gaen foug e
— I
“J1 <l 1 e B 1 - R 1 3@ IR w1 g@| =t et gt s \
— I

TRATY] IO W B S 3 S hel™ W U, “ He dar €l ¥k & 7 o™ wge?”
Tlo el A hel, —Si1 &1 ... W oI Hel oiieh = 8l sy
T reersit A o7 Feufifed o< o GEhtd U T, “ a1d oiieh hd B2 g9 S €1 ek St €17
— 3T

“qgel T, Y, oM HIE IR SEHR, T 5 I € Bied g o, e Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, Youtube 2R Whatsapp, 3 5 3R 3 T0)”
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Transfers and Postings

ATATT g fyamer, fer wReR R fela siftrgmensit & seER
AR YoTrAtelss AdT B USTEIBIRAT & FRITTed=0T, USTITael Td Uleettd

% | AftrgE | 9efPa IR &1 wiifa, usvend de AfaRed uaR
et / fafdr

1 | 1871/12.02. | 511 8= R¥g, 91 WA, (2006), |f¥a, fo {9, f[98R, ge-T & vay e,
2022 f[SBR I 3N 9T, UedT &7 AfRad TR |

2 | 1872 /12.02. | #01 forga g, ALUA. (2008), AR AP TR 14, YiORT P71 Aler@, [d8R b
2022 HAT 3TN, U & UG YR IRV |

3 | 1873/12.02. | &l GBI FAR T, 9IOY0HO (2006) BT ARV wfey@, <7 fowm, f9eR, yer &
2022 T IR USRI |

4 | 1874 /12.02. | #T aifme Rig, WU (S18MR—2006), WREEN, fIE8R I AT UNE, UeAT &l
2022 achTd y9Td § Uga et (BT |a) # anred <o 7q fRe |

5 | 2237/21.02. | 51 fadig RHg IR, WU, (2007), e, wRpuTe, [98R, T &I Few,
2022 BIF T4 gal $edlY, fI8R, TeH 1 sifdRed J9R |

6 | 2283/21.02. | Sl TH. RAGRI, MIUH. (1991), IR T Are@, fad {9, fBR, ve1 &1 g=0
2022 A1 & UgM 99, [ER, 9 & U8 W USRI |

7 | 2284 /21.02. | #N AT UG, WU, 1990), W & Afyd, Y I, f[I8R, Ue &I 3R
2022 g afed, A G f99RT /S Rieerad, | g fa9nT / ffer

ez, [IER gemaie gur e drRagel, uedr &1 aifdRed g9R |

8 | 2285/21.02. | 5 ®.b, UGH, WIUH. (1990), AW HA Wiyd, Maed, Icurg vd 7el Aoy
2022 T, f[98R, U &1 #Aeias®, f[UTs, qer &1 JifaRad UWR |

9 | 2286,/21.02. | & WU HAR R . JShardhee], ALUH. (2006), Ala, 214 Qe T, IR,
2022 U I Afa, 9 FEr {9, [98R, uer &1 ffaRad u9R |

10 | 2793 ,/26.02. | 31 fddd AR [¥E, “UA. (89), AW I Wld, Xod Td A FuR T,
2022 fI8R, U &1 o™ I, [9ER, e & g W UGl |

11 | 2794 /26.02. | &1 FoIeT HERAT, WILUH. (1989), TR H&A Wfd, &N A9, f[I8R, ge1 &1
2022 IR I A9, IoE Td A GuR T, [I8R, 91 & 98 W U= |

12 | 2795,/26.02. |50 A< Uvedids, WIUA. (1993), UL Afgd, ST dearor {9, f9gR, uesr
2022 HT YU Afa, e [T, 9ER, 9e1 & ug IR yg<ey |

13 | 2796 /26.02. | #1f fo99 AR, “IUA. (1999), AfYQ, WEI Td IUATGAT HRET0T faMIT Bl AT
2022 vd faer faMmT / f[aer a0 Ao aug / a3 Aeers, f98R sueT gaard

ud gAAT FH1SE], qed T #T JAfaRed U9R |

14 | 2797 /26.02. | &I Y% R4E HIUM, 9IHH. (2000), TSI MY, ARTAYR BT Ald, FHIG]
2022 FHed frT, [98R, Ue & Ug W YaeIu |

15 | 2798 /26.02. | 311 3JUH HAR, ALUA. (2003), |fa, g&d d1 Afarerd, [98R, e &1 Az
2022 Frazrd, [9ER fderd A9, gedr &1 sifaRed UaKR |

16 | 2799 /26.02. | 31 TAIM UIosd, WU, (2006), AfTd, AT Hedvl AT, f98R, e &1
2022 JHUSAR] TR, WITAYR & Uq UR YGRITU |

17 | 3008 /02.03. | & YRR TROT, AAIGT WIUH. B UG TV G DI (1 I B8R 57 BT
2022 5 I YA @ U8 R Fgfad |

18 | 3406,/07.03. | 311 SIUd HAR 48, 9LUH. (1992), YeIH W@, UATERYI, 99 UG Sfefary uRacd
2022 o, f9eR @1 ¥ I | U d 3R R e & WY H UGS |

19 | 3455,/07.03. | &1 19T ATGel, WILUH. (1992), I NfeME, RIS AT BIY, RRTEA
2022 SN, B MY JamE H greEt i |

20 | 3456 /07.03. | #11 T¥e HAR, UA. (@ T :1992), UG FQerd, T ISR AR TaE]
2022 fprg e fofics, A8 fooell &F Y aq=9= & 9wt g |
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21 | 4909,/31.03. | 41 g X9 Agdrdl, HIH. (BRI : 2005), SfHaid Ufgad & MER |
2022 10.04.2017 ¥ f98R | # PR |

22 | 4980/31.03. | #Hl &Glld BR 9%x1, WLUH. (1992), YOI Qfa—Hg—@ AYed, @ Ud
2022 Y—dcd oM, [98R, UeT &1 3R 4 9o & w9 4 UG |

23 [5089,/01.04. | 8 Hew BHR, WUH. (2011), AR e, WA YA o4, 48R, T &l
2022 e Feed, THA WS, UeT & U8 TR USRI |

24 | 5332,/05.04. | 4 §6H 8 40T, WUH. (1992), W e, G GG [T, 9RA WK,
2022 3 ool 31 9N qaE H UeE U |

25 | 6426 /2804, | 41 Woilg HAR [T, WIUH. (1986), JFeAH—He—Haw <org TS, fdgR, gea
2022 P q W4 YA BT ARG YR |

26 | 6427,/28.04. | Hl (o) awaeAT fabell, WIOWOWO ( 1989), SR HF Wlerd, 57 AL T,
2022 [98R @7 & WA, f[98R W9 ISl U9g, ST & g W Uewe] i |

27 | 6428 /28.04. | 411 fAfeR HAR RfE, MU (1993), MY, [REA TAvSd, JOITHRYR I HeIT
2022 i, TRl I {4, 48R, Uedl & U8 W UeReH |

28 | 6429,/28.04. | 41 3R FAR AL, HOWOHO (1995), WerH Afdd, IV fawr fawmT, fagR
2022 P WET Wierd, 3/ S (94, [98R, Uel & Ug W e |

29 6430,/28.04. | 1 1. R[OIGR, WIUH. (1995) F s YT § aToil W We e,
2022 AR YR 9T, S8R, Ul @ U8 W UeelyH |

30 | 6431,/28.04. |5 THGYR AT, WU, (1998), WTd, UY V9 A G G, 98, UeT
2022 ®1 e, T SE (G, (48R, Y & U8 W Uewe |

31 | 6432,/2804. | 1 UF. WG AR, WU, (2000), |er@, Y fodmT, f98R, Ue1 @l lera, U
2022 U4 Ao e U, f98R, Te &1 JfiRed J9R |

32 | 6433/28.04. | 31 TV BAR, WIHH. (2005), THUECNI AR, SRHT THUSS, ST B
2022 YAV g, faREd JaUSd, JOUhRQR o AR TR |
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Photo Gallery

Civil Services Day 20 April 2022 - Inauguration

(L-R) Messrs Chaitanya Prasad. Aamir Subahani,
Sanjeev K Sinha, Vivek K Singh, Mrs Harjot Kaur

Officers' Cricket Match on 20 April 2022

Venue :

Chief Secretary presenting Best Bowler's

Trophy to Mithilesh Mishra
Mahila Cricket Match on 20 April, 2022

The Winner Ladies' Cricket Team with the Trophy

Civil Services Day 21 April 2022 - Inauguration

fis

LA oAV _
Nitish Kumar and Dy CM, Shri Tarkishore Prasad are
Chief Secretary Aamir Subahani, Dev. Commr. Vivek Singh.
S Siddharth, Arvind Chaudhary and Balamurugan D
Officers' Cricket Match on 20 April 2022

CIVIL SER DAY 2022,

The Winner Aryabhatta XI Cricket Team

Launching of Prayaas (1/22) on 26 Feb '22

[(L-R) Messrs DK Singh, RU Singh, AK Choudhary,
Sanjeev K Sinha (Chief Guest). NK Sinha, GS Prasad.
Girish Shankar, Sunil K Singh and Deepak Anand]
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