




Dear Colleagues,
Another new year has come, with new glimmers of hope, new determinations. 

Though the life goes on continuously irrespective of month, date or year but our mind 
has been so ordained since the childhood that we start to feel a new energy inside when 
the first day of the month of January approaches. Most of us make one or more new year 
resolutions every year, but more often than not, they fade away from our mind, by the 

th th15  or 20  of January, and the old routine continues till the next January approaches. 
Our mind, which is a terrible master, invents hundred ways to avoid the new strategies 
and stick to the old routine. It goads us to defer the actions for tomorrow, which never 
comes. Time comes when the celebrations of the New Year are over and the new year 
resolutions also completely fade away from our memories. Undoubtedly there are 
people, who are able to maintain the zeal and continue with their new year resolves, and 
it is they who get success and above all, happiness in life.

Key to achieving our goal, including the new year resolutions is to adopt targets 
that are neither vague nor over-ambitious, but clearly identifiable and amenable to be 
divided into quantitative sub-goals. Further, it must be accompanied by a clearly 
thought out strategy and advance planning of the steps – preferably baby steps. The 
ascent of each step and achieving the sub-goal, would then not only help us in reaching 
our target but would revitalize us, make us happy and further strengthen our resolve to 
move ahead.

  In the ultimate analysis, all of us seek happiness. Each person has his own 
prescription for achieving happiness. My take is to live in present, neither rue over the 
past nor worry for the future. We can't undo what has already happened, so there is no 
point on reliving those moments again and again. Only relevance which they have for 
the present is to learn from the mistakes of the past and not to repeat them again. 
Similarly, only relevance of what may lie in future, is to plan and prepare for them 
today. Worrying for the future, when we don't know what lies there, can only ruin the 
present. No other purpose it serves. So, we must live in and for today, think and do what 
is to be done today. Only then can we make ourselves happy, no one else can. Each one 
of us have to think and devise our own way.

Meanwhile, wishing you happiness and bidding goodbye till the next issue,
Yours sincerely,

February 7, 2022.



Dear Sisters and Brothers,
We dream of a perfect life. We set our goals and make our plans. We work hard — 

. We lose our job. Our spouse is diagnosed with a life-threatening illness. The economy 
nosedives and wipes out our retirement savings. At first, we reel in shock as it all sinks in. Nothing 
makes sense. There are no clear answers. When we finally catch our breath, the questions overwhelm 
us. How will I ever get through this? What's going to happen to me? Will I survive? The things that 
were so important yesterday don't matter anymore. So what do you do? For some, it's a 
spontaneous reaction, powered by adrenaline and fear. And even though you know there may be a 
better solution — a better way — you don't have the luxury of time to consider all the options, to look at 
the long-term effects of your choices. You take action because you  to. Sometimes, there's nothing 
you can do but wait for the smoke to clear, to see a true picture of the damage and evaluate - in 
retrospect - what might have prevented the problem in the first place. This often produces an 
assessment of blame and disenfranchisement of responsibility. “It wasn't my fault. I didn't deserve to 
be treated this way.” Inevitably, the better question comes to the surface. “How could I have been 
better prepared?” Planning for the worst is not something we typically do. We're constantly told to 
think positive, to send our very best thoughts into the universe and wait for them to return to us ten-
fold. But sometimes the universe has other plans. And when life delivers the unexpected, you need an 
emergency strategy, a  you can immediately activate when your career, health, or some other 
aspect of your personal life falls apart. You will use a  at some point in your life. The question is, 
how much influence will you have on its design and implementation? You can allow it to unfold by 
default, with its content, strategy, and options moulded by chance and circumstance. Or you can plan 
for negative contingencies, using your own pre-considered choices. Granted, you can't anticipate 
every possibility. But evaluating your current resources and fall-back options in a “what if” scenario 
will make you better prepared to make difficult decisions when your livelihood — or even your life — 
depends on it. . That being said, I think, we should 
construct our own personal .

This is not the time to lie to yourself with best-case scenarios or try to convince yourself that 
“everything will work out okay if I just wait it out.” Try using a logic diagram, with inputs and outputs 
for both yes and no answers. If the answer is no, what are the possible options? The more options you 
have, the greater the chances of success. This can be extremely helpful in knowing what to do next, 
especially when emotion and the overwhelming nature of your circumstances leave you distraught or 
on the edge of panic. Filter advice and information obtained from others by what they have to gain or 
lose from your decision. If they're invested in your outcome, you'll need to factor their input 
accordingly. And remember, the opinions and advice of others carry no guarantee of making you 
happy or providing you with satisfaction in the long term. That's up to you. Relying too much on the 
advice of others may provide a scapegoat to blame for an unsatisfying future. But you're the one who 
will have to bear the weight of making choices that were ultimately wrong for you. The bottom line is 
this: When things go wrong,
Keep as many positive life rituals as possible, knowing this helps stabilize your mindset as you explore 
new options during this phase of your life. 

Sincerely yours 

Editor, Prayaas
Mob.: 7764000000

Date : February 22, 2022
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The Secretary, IAS Association, Dipak Kumar Singh organized and admirably 
anchored the solemn function held at 5-00 PM on 31 December 2021 to bid Farewell to 
the retiring CS, Tripurari Sharan, known as Trips to many of us and to accord a hearty 
Welcome the next C S ,  A a m i r  
Subahani, another gem of the Service. 
The function was also attended by the 
Vi c e  p r e s i d e n t ,  Vivek Kumar Singh. 
I could mark my virtual presence at 
the deliberations t h r o u g h  v i d e o -
conferencing and heard the touching 
speeches by many members, capped up by the soothing speech made by Subahani who 
spoke with perfect pause and accent. Unfortunately, the audio went off and I felt sorry 
for not being able to listen to a major part of the speech by Trips.

The following members conveyed their feelings on the qualities of head and heart 
of Trips through messages sent for the special occasion:

My message which was read out in the farewell of Tripurati Sharan:
My good friend Tripurari Sharan (Trips) takes leave from the hallowed portals of 

the Main Secretariat building, with a great sense of satisfaction. He took over when we 
were in a grip of pandemic and leaves at a time when the worst is, hopefully, behind us. 

Farewells are occasions of mixed emotions, a tinge of sadness mingled with air of 
festivity. Ralph Waldo Emerson rightly said, 'Life is a journey not a destination.' We all 
embark on this journey as bright young persons and disembark as matured adults, like 
old wine we are respected for our vintage much after all the youthful exuberance is 
transmuted into stoical acceptance of reality.

Trips career proves to me that he is a man of destiny; towards the end, all the stars 
connived to install him as Chief Secretary, something he richly deserves. Paulo Coehlo 
said it beautifully, “When you want something, the entire universe conspires in helping 
you to achieve it. The kid from Agha Nagar of Kurhani Block Muzaffarpur, trekked a 
long way and punched beyond his weight.

Trips is a large-hearted fellow, his interests are Books, Music and Films in that 
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order. He has had enormous zest for life. He cultivated a variety of interests and has an 
enviable range of friends. His persona is devoid of two traits, “envy and jealousy.” For 
the three and half decades that I knew him, he never bemoaned, he took things in his 
stride. He unwinds himself reading books, listening to music and playing with his dogs. 
Trips is quite a bibliophile; his library has an eclectic collection. He read authors like 
Franz Kafka, Marcel Proust, Saul Bellow etc. He stood for what Winston Churchill 
said, “Success is not final, failure is not fatal, and it is courage to continue that counts.” 

In early days of his career, I remember him taking part in Himalayan Car rally, in 
his Fiat Premier Padmini. He was a patron of classical music; he used to entertain artists 
at his Chhajjubagh Quarter.

Later years his interest in Media and film making, got wings when he headed the 
FTII (Film and Television Institute of India), Pune. He had faith in the next generation, 
as he bestowed opportunities on young artists, when he headed Doordarshan as its 
Director General. 

Trips met Ms. Sujata Prasad at JNU and their journey of togetherness commenced. 
Ms. Sujata, his eminently suitable wife, played anchor in his life. Sujata a career 
bureaucrat, recently, co-authored a book on Late Jaya Prakash Narayan titled, “The 
Dream of Revolution.” I had the privilege to attend the book launch at IIC, New Delhi. 
None less than Mr. Raj Mohan Gandhi praised the scholarship of the work. Over the 
years, Trips and Sujata hosted us at their home. Ms. Sujata is an engaging 
conversationalist, received Trips friends with friendly warmth of a gracious hostess. 
Sujata is a patron of arts and handicrafts. The 85 batch recollects with relish her short 
stint in Government of Bihar, when Trips was SDO, Hajipur.

Trips son Vivan shows the great promise. Vivan has his own firm Koan consulting, 
has sharp insights in the convergence of 'Economics, I.T and Regulatory' issues and 
contributes numerous articles in this area; besides Vivan is a Guitarist. Trips and Vivan 
share interest in Music and swimming. As a family 'Trips, Sujata and Vivan' are torch 
bearers of Liberal Thought and are dog lovers.

As he leaves the system with a flourish and with such variegated interests, time 
will never hang long on him, in years to come.

Betrand Russell in his book, 'The Conquest of Happiness' says, “The secret of 
happiness is this: let your interests be as wide as possible, and let your reactions to the 
things and persons that interest you be as far as possible friendly rather than hostile.” 
Trips knew the secret and practiced it. May the Almighty bless “Trips, Sujata and 
Vivan.” Trips! Have a great time wherever you are, good luck to you.



Congratulations dear Trips on successful completion of an illustrious career. We are 
proud of your achievements as a civil servant, and extend Best Wishes for the second 
innings.

@Tripurari Sharan IAS, I am away from India; so couldn't be present in your farewell. 
However, on this occasion of superannuation, I wish you all success in your new 
pursuits and avocations which I know you, a tireless and well spirited person, will 
certainly undertake. A great lover of sports, cinema, theatre, music and literature, you 
will now flourish and take long strides and I am confident with this you will enrich not 
only this State but whole of India! I wish you and Sujata good health and happiness in 
the New Year and years to come! Stay blessed!

I really regret not being a part of the farewell function of our colleagues today. I had to 
take my wife to the Doctor's for an appointment at just that time.

I have had the good fortune of working directly with 4 of the 6 officers who are 
superannuating today and I found that all of them were wonderful human beings apart 
from being excellent officers. Just a few words about them:
Tripurari Sir (better known as 'Trips' to everyone who knows him)!

Sir, I would like to start by saying that you have this tremendous knack of making 
people comfortable in your presence. What one can learn from you is that one can get 
work done with high efficiency without having to rant and rave or shout at people. Even 
while getting high output delivered from the officers, you could rib people good-
naturedly and crack jokes. With your wide and eclectic interests, you are very 
comfortable in your skin. It was an absolute pleasure to work with you.
Sanjay ji, 'I remember with fondness our work together both at Muzaffarpur (where you 
were instrumental in shifting the focus of the urban self-employment scheme for 
benefiting former sportspersons who could not achieve much since they had spent their 
prime in playing sports) and in Sports Directorate, where you took forward the concept 
of Khel Bhawans, Stadiums and Sports Societies at various levels.'
Amrendra ji, 'You worked very hard to formulate and execute schemes of Namami 
Gange, Amrut, ISBT and so many other schemes. You also had a reputation of behaving 
very kindly with your subordinates and will be remembered well by them.'
Madhurani ji, 'Although we worked together a long while ago, I remember that you did 
try your best and were able to deliver all that you were asked to do. You also were 
pleasantly behaved with all and I wish you the best.'



While I did not have the opportunity of working with the other officers who are 
superannuating today, I only heard good things about them and wish them the best in 
their retired life. I hope to continue interacting with all of you.

I have fond memories of my association with the lovable Tripurari Sharan, 
nicknamed Trips by those who love him. He was born in the year I entered IAS. He 
acquired a celebrity status after his stint as Director in the FTII, Pune during 2003-2008 
and later as DG of Doordarshan. If I remember correctly, I had my first interaction with 
him in 1989 when I was principal secretary to CM and he had met me to facilitate his 
plan to go abroad on training or something. I do not know if he remembers this meeting 
and whether I had been of any help to him. But, right since then my heart always oozed 
out love ( ) for him and blessings for his spouse, the erudite Sujata. I have heard 
good words about their promising son Vivan also. Her father, Prof Bimal Prasad and 
uncle, Mr Kamala Prasad always showered abundant affection on me as long as they 
lived. 
 Years later, when I was translating Tagore's English Gitanjali into Hindi poetry, I 
had the good fortune of meeting Trips in his office when he was the Director General of 
Doordarshan. He overwhelmed me by the courtesy he extended to me. He shared with 
me the homemade tasty lunch. His trophy, which is now in my proud possession, came 
to me in the form of a facsimile of English Gitanjali written in longhand by Kaviguru 
Tagore himself. 

Years later, when he rang me up after taking over as CS, my voice choked with 
emotion and my eyes welled up and I could hardly utter a few words, before saying 'We 
would talk later.' I was overjoyed simply because he got at the end of his career what he 
had richly deserved. The emotional surge came because the post of CS that had eluded 
him till then was put into his lap by the gracious CM, after the sad demise of Arun 
Kumar Singh. 

I conclude by saying that with the completion of his tenure, Trips has left behind an 
enviable reputation as an emulative example of what a civil servant should be like. I'm 
sure, Trips shall continue to remain as prolific as ever before — RU Singh.













Administrative law is the law that governs the administrative 
actions. According to Ivor Jennings, the administrative law is the 
law, relating to administration. It determines the organization, 
powers and duties of administrative authorities.
The three main stages led to the expansion of the meaning of the 
term Administrative law, i.e, Laissez Faire, Dogma of collectivism 
and social welfare state. It is the administrative law which 
empowers the Executive to function. The constitution does not 

permit the court to direct or advise the executive in matter of policy or to sermonize qua 
any matter which under the constitution lies with the sphere of legislature or executive, 
provided these authorities do not transgress their constitutional limits or statutory 
powers.

Laissez Faire is a French phrase which means “allow to do”. It refers to a political 
ideology that rejects the practice of government intervention in an economy. The 
Laissez-Faire theory mainly advocates government non-intervention.

Dogma of collectivism is a value that is characterized by emphasis on 
cohesiveness among individuals and prioritization of the group over the self. 
Individuals or groups that subscribe to a collectivist worldview tend to find common 
values and goals as particularly salient and demonstrate greater orientation toward in-
group than toward out-group.

Welfare state is a government that provides for the welfare, or the well-being, of 
its citizens completely. It provides for physical, material and social needs rather than 
the people providing for their own. Administrative law is recognized as the most 

thoutstanding legal development of the 20  century which advocates for the ideal welfare 
state.

Administrative law is not codified, documented or well-defined. It is basically 
unwritten, uncodified or judge made laws. But administrative law is not a newly coined 
term. In almost every legal system in the world, traces of administrative law can be 
seen. In India, from Mauryas to Mughals, from Mughals to East India company, 
administrative law was one of the most advanced branches of law in all of the 

thmentioned periods. It can be said that administrative law is the 20  century's most 
notable development goes hand-in-hand with society's development. It can be more 
rightly said that administrative law is the sociology of law and not the philosophy of 
law. It is the body of those who regulate and control the administration. Administrative 
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law deals with four aspects:
i. It deals with the composition of administrative authorities and their powers.
ii. It establishes the limits of these authorities' powers.
iii It prescribes the procedures to be followed in the exercise of those powers by 
these authorities.
iv It controls these administrative authorities by judicial and other means.

It is necessary to have an administrative law system rooted in the basic principles 
of the rule of law and good administration in order to realize these basic purposes. The 
following three broad principles guide a comprehensive, advanced and effective 
system of administrative law:
a. Administrative justice which is at its core, is a philosophy that should be properly 
safeguarded in making administrative decisions about individual's rights and interests.
b. Executive accountability which is intended to ensure that those who exercise the 
state's executive powers can be called upon to explain and justify the way they have 
accomplished this task.
c. Good management, administrative decision and action should be consistent with 
universally accepted standards such as rationality, fairness, consistency and 
transparency.

In the context of administrative law, the first step is to determine the 
government's legal validity or authority of the action. This involves looking at the basis 
of the legal authority to act, that is, the specific law that gives the lawful authority to act. 
Basically, constitutional law deals with who is capable of making laws and 
administrative law deals with representatives of government who have been 
empowered to act by these laws. Therefore, between constitutional and administrative 
law, there is a close relationship. Specifically, if the law that empowered the officials of 
government to act was found to be unconstitutional and invalid, then any actions taken 
by the official government under that law would also be invalid which leads to a legal 
remedy for an individual who is adversely affected by this action.

The role of administrative law is to limit government agencies powers and to 
keep administrative in check. It is not always possible to rely on certain general statutes 
for the determination of disputes between individuals and public authorities and for that 
appropriate legislation should be in place to govern such disputes. Administrative law 
should act as the proper law governing administrative actions.











Born in an educated Khasi family of Meghalaya on 8 Feb 
1939, James Michael Lyngdoh (Jimmy to me) had his schooling in 
St Edmund's School at Shilong and did graduation from St 
Stephen's College at Delhi. He entered the IAS in 1961 and was 
allotted Bihar Cadre. He acquired tremendous name and fame from 
his eventful stint as Chief Election Commissioner of India during 
the period from June 14, 2001 to February 7, 2004. He had held 
positions of Secretary to Government of India in the Cabinet 

Secretariat and Tourism Ministry before his appointment as one of the three Election 
Commissioners in 1997. Replying to a question, James told me that he had been 
inducted as an EC at the instance not of any politician but the CEC, Mr MS Gill with 
whom he had earlier worked as an additional secretary in the Agriculture Ministry.

Lyngdoh was never shy of engaging in a principled fight against the powers-that-
be, just to protect his honour and principles. It is not without reason to treat him as the 
most independent CEC treading on the footsteps of the legendary TN Seshan. It is 
relevant to recall an event of 2002 when the Gujarat Governor, on the advice of the State 
Cabinet, dissolved the State Assembly and 
ordered elections nine months before its term. 
As the ECI had publicly opposed the decision in 
the light of the communal riots in the State, it was 
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  insinuation that the CEC 
was a Christian. Lyngdoh could not take this 
umbrage lying down and his fight culminated in 
the order of Supreme Court upholding the 
ECI's decision to defer the Assembly elections in 
Gujarat.

The notable tenures of Lyngdoh in Bihar 
included his posting as DM of Purnea. While 
serving at Purnea he spearheaded the lawful 
execution of land reforms, as a result of which he fell out from the influential 
landowners who succeeded in getting him prematurely transferred out of the district. 
He also had en eventful tenure as Commissioner of Santhal Pargana at Dumka and of 
Kosi Division before he shifted to government of India on deputation. Our batch-mate, 
Asit Ranjan Bandyopadhyay (Bando), also a protagonist of land reforms, had 
succeeded Lyngdoh at Dumka.

Achievers

IAS (1961)



Lyngdoh has authored some books (which he now out of modesty considers to be 
not of much significance) and has participated in conferences organised to discuss 
matters of public importance. He headed a committee constituted by the Supreme Court 
to study and advise on the procedure of students' elections in Universities. His 
recommendations were accepted and implemented after due consideration.

After retirement, Lyngdoh has settled down at a village near Hyderabad. He has 
ever been an avid reader of books and he subscribes to secular values and ethos. His 
wife, Parveet is a cultured and sophiscated lady, perhaps from north India, who has 
made the conjugal life of the couple full of happiness. About welcoming visitors to his 
house, he had said, 'Politicians only by appointment but all others are unreservedly 
welcome.' The couple has no issues but is fond of dogs, which is symptomatic of human 
love for the nature that nourishes various kinds of living beings. It cannot be forgotten 
that when the great Apocalypse (Pralay as in Hindu Mythology) comes and the nature 
gives way to annihilation of everything. all the human beings shall perish together with 
all other living beings. 

Lyngdoh is widely criticised also for his disdain for politics and politicians whom 
he outspokenly called cancer of the society after saying goodbye to the ECI in February 
2004. Dwelling on the electoral reforms, he expressed the view that (a) a proportional 
representation system for at least 50% of the seats would reduce electoral malpractices 
and expenses, and that (b) the ECI should be entrusted with the charge of even the 
internal elections of political parties in order to improve democracy and the path of 
political juggernaut.

Soft-spoken, James is a perfect gentleman with a genial temperament and is a 
loveable and dependable friend. I remember that I used to meet him during my official 
visits to Delhi when he worked as secretary to government of India. I particularly 
remember paying visits to him twice in his office on the first floor of Nirvachan Sadan 
when he held the mantle of the mighty CEC. I found that during such brief meetings, he 
removed the formal load of CEC from his head and engaged in the discussions, over a 
cup of tea, on subjects that revived the memories of old times. He overwhelmed me 
when he himself prepared the tea-mix and offered it to me during the chats. He further 
beat me down on both occasions when he came downstairs with me to see me off as I sat 
in my car. Such gestures are possibly shown by a man who conceptualises life as a 
jumble of ephemeral events. Rarely found are the people who maintain their balance 
even after tasting power. Surely, nothing could ever deter Lyngdoh from his path to 
fight for his principles to protect his honour.

In the end, I recall with a sense of pride that, out of the eight of our batch, four of us 
– Bando, TCA, Jimmy and me – formed a cohesive group of friends, exchanging views 
and pleasantries among us more often than not. Sadly, Bando and TCA are no more with 
us now and I cannot but woefully recall that it was James who was the first to call me 
from Hyderabad to convey the sad news of the passing away at one time of AR 
Bandopadhyay at Kolkata in 2016 and, later, of TCA Srinivasa Ramanujan on 15 May 
2021 at Chennai.
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Obituaries

— Editorial Team

Our proactive Resident Commissioner at Delhi, Palka 
Sahni uploaded, on the IASBihar Whatsapp Group, the extremely sad news of the passing away of Mr 
Rama Shankar Tiwary (IAS-1969) in the afternoon of 27 January 2022 and, subsequently about the 
passing away of former chief secretary, Mr Arun Pathak during the night that day. 

Therefter came a stream of condolence messages praying for Peace to 
the Soul and strength to the bereaved family to bear the loss, from our 
members including Rahul Mahiwal, Sanjeev Kumar Sinha, Vijay Prakash, 
Rashmi Verma, Ravi Mittal, RK Khandelwal, Rabindra Panwar, 
Rameshwar Pathak, Arvind Choudhary, Anand Kishore, Santosh Mull, Anil 
Kumar, Arvind K Singh, JRK Rao, Rameshwar Singh, Alok K Sinha, Amrit 
Lal Meena, Arbind Prasad and Mihir K Singh respectively. 
The following members added a few words of homage to the departed soul-

Jayant Dasgupta wrote: “Deeply saddened to hear of Shri Tiwary's 
passing. We played tennis together in Patna Secretariat for a number of years 
and I got to know him really well then. He was a warm hearted and 
affectionate person, who treated his juniors with respect and consideration. He will be missed.”

Ashok Chauhan wrote: “Very friendly and helpful senior.”
RU Singh wrote: “So sad to know about the passing away of my dear friend RS Tiwari. He was 

Secretary of our Colony and also my neighbour.”
BB Lal wrote: “A very warm hearted person who was always ready to help others. He served our 

Housing Society as Secretary for a number of years very efficiently and was responsible for    the lease 
to the Society and subsequent sub-lease to the members. A good friend and a nice gentleman. He will 
be missed by us all.”

Santosh Mull wrote: “We played so much Tennis together in 2004-2005 - he had a technically 
perfect type of Service Action - a rarity- and Tewari Sir remains the President of Bihar Tennis 
Association till date. He had recently visited my chamber in Tourism and was planning to get 
something done for Raj Nagar and was full of health.”

MA Ibrahimi wrote: “Shri RS Tiwari was Div. Commissioner Saran when I was DM Siwan. He 
always gave his affection. During the period we welcomed PM Rajiv Gandhi. His blessings were there 
during conduct of Lok Sabha election 1984 and Bihar Vidhan Sabha election 1985. Since then we 
were always in touch. I always remembered him as among most affectionate bosses. He was always 
smiling, enthusiastic and a natural leader. I always had highest regards for him. I feel personal loss to 
me.”

PK Basu, in his message conveyed by Jayant Dasgupta, said: “Yet another brave Bihar cadre 
IAS officer left this world. Mr Rama Shanker Tiwari was DM Monghyr before me. I used to hear 
stories of his bravery from the collectorate staff; how he saved his officers from attack by dacoits with 
only a lathi as his weapon; how he set right unruly leaders by his tough stand. Much later as DM Patna 
he again handled with firmness some unruly non-gazetted staff mob who had gheroed the Chief 
Secretary's office. As long as he was DM no more such strikes took place. His army training was 



always reflected in his behaviour. It is rare to see such firmness and bravery in the service nowadays.   
I will always remember him as a gentleman, soft-spoken but firm.”

Vyasji wrote: “I understand he suffered from heart failure. Deep condolences to the family and 
friends.”

Vivek K Singh wrote: “RS Tewari sir was an epitome of positivity. Will miss his beaming 
smiles.”

SK Negi wrote: “Shri Tewari was very warm, supportive and man of action. Our Cadre has 
become poorer. He was Secretary, Tourism Deptt when I was posted as Div. Commissioner Magadh. 
He was very passionate about the development of Tourist places particularly, Bodhgaya. We will sadly 
miss him.”

Palka Sahni forwarded the message of Anurag Tiwari (9431421922), s/o late RS Tiwari, 
informing about cremation in Lodhi Crematorium on 28 Jan at 2-00 PM.”

Sanjay Kumar made an emotional comment saying: “I recall his neatly brushed silver hair and 
calm demeanour. Never worked with him but we all know everyone in the cadre.”

S Siddharth wrote: “I got associated with him in the Buddha Smriti Park Project, He was a 
member on the board of the SPV.”

VS Dubey, in his message to Anurag, said: “'It is indeed shocking to know that Tiwari is no more. 
He was so supportive and a great performer.” 

Palka Sahini informed on 28 Jan, on behalf of late 
Arun Pathak's daughter, Smt Soniya Pathak (7042672306): “Another heartbreaking news. Arun 
pathak Sir, 1959 batch, passed away yesterday late night. May the Departed Soul Rest in Peace.”

Condolence messages were sent by Sanjeev K Sinha, BB Lal, Dr Alok 
Ranjan, Arvind Chaudhary, Sanjay Kumar, Ravi Mittal, Mihir K singh, Sunil 
Kumar Singh, Rabindra Panwar, Rameshwar Singh and others. 

Ashok Chauhan wrote: “Behind his tough posture, he was very 
sympathetic officer.”

RU Singh wrote: “Till some time ago, I had been constantly in telephonic 
contact. I had worked with him in the cabinet secretariat when he was chief 
secretary. He was full with wit and humour and fastest in disposal of files. I 
became so free with him that I considered him more as a friend than boss. I will 
miss him badly. I pray to God to grant strength to his daughter Soniya to cope 
with this irreparable loss.”

Alok Chaturvedi wrote: “A great mentor and full of wit. We will miss you Sir.”
PK Basu, in his message (called befitting tribute by JRK Rao) conveyed by Jayant Dasgupta, 

gave a graphic description of Mr Pathak's persona, saying: “Arun Pathak 1959 batch was legend. 
Razor sharp mind, scintillating wit, extraordinarily competent. He was the Commissioner, Bhagalpur 
Division when I was under training there in 1977-78. His circle inspection notes were models for us 
young officers. He believed in delivery not procedure or rules (that was generally how IAS officers 
were expected to be in those days ).

“A voracious reader, he expected his juniors to also read good books all the time. His orders 
would be cryptic but to the point. Only problem, he couldn't suffer fools. Over a tussle with CM in a 
file, he ultimately wrote.   The blank was because the CM was Shri 
Bindeshwari Dubey. The best CR writing clearly goes to him when he wrote on someone's CR, 'This 
officer is duller than he looks.' Such gems you'll find on files, CRs and comments during meetings.



“One of Bihar cadre's finest officers, I'll specially miss him because I had spent several 
wonderful days with him discussing books, astrology, quantum mechanics and many other topics. He 
even gifted me a book by Iliya Prigogene, the Nobel laureate in Chemistry. What a man to have known 
! I'll trully miss him.”

Rameshwar Pathak forwarded a befitting tribute to Mr Pathak by G R Patwardhan: “He was not 
keeping well for quite a few months. He was an old patient of asthma and the current epidemic made 
him very weak. Around 2019 June, he was hospitalised for a month and thereafter never regained his 
health. His wife had passed away a year earlier and books were his only company. Few people know 
perhaps that he was an excellent painter, could draw portraits of visitors in pencil and was an avid 
horse rider. As SDO Siwan and as Commissioner Bhagalpur, he was seen riding BMP horses. Though 
very short spoken, he was full of humour and took pains to put officers at ease after initial exchanges. 
My elder sister was posted at Bhagalpur and he was conscious about it. But surprisingly, he never 
encouraged me to have a night halt there, 

“Although my HQ Dumka was about 120 kms away and returning there after a divisional 
meeting in a jeep, was very tiring, his parting comments would generally be, 'So Patwardhan, when 
you return just give me a ring that you had a safe journey!' This was perhaps because, none of us, Roy 
Paul and Abhik Ghosh from Monghyr or I myself ever took a police constable as PSO. Rather, the 
Commissioners also did not have one those days.
“His own collection of books was vast and he kept enriching himself with new ones .He was an avid 
reader and perhaps not many know that he had deep interest in astrology .

Anil Bhushan Prasad wrote: “Before this onslaught of the virus, I used to meet Sri Pathak at the 
IIC often; though a little weak, he still had his sharpness.” 

The first month of the New Year 2022 brought in its wake also the sad news of the 
passing away of PS Cheema (1966), MrsNilima Thakur w/o AK Thakur (1976) and Mrs Mario Couto 
w/o late AF Couto (1953). The Editorial Team prays for eternal peace to the departed souls and 
strength to the bereaved families to bear the irreparable losses. 

The sad news, circulated by 
Palka Sahni, of the passing away of Mr Saran Singh (BH-1948) at 99 at 
Kolkata on 16 February 2022 brought gloom among the members who 
prayed for eternal peace to the departed soul. Mr Saran Singh was a saintly, 
pious and honest person. He will always be remembered for his intellectual 
honesty and respect for all, big or small, who came in his contact. 

Among those who posted their condolences on the Whatsapp 
included Rameshwar Singh, GR Patwardhan, Dipak Kumar Singh, Vyasji, 
Ashok Chauhan, BB Lal, RU Singh, JRK Rao, VS Dubey, Rabindra 
Panwar, SP Sinha, Arvind Singh, Brijesh Mehrotra, Arvind Chaudhary, 
Ashoke Chauhan and the chief secretary, Aamir Subahani.

Sanjay Kumar uploaded a comprehensive account on the life and deeds of Mr Saran Singh who 
after retirement settled in Kolkata where he headed the Sikh Cultural Centre and edited the periodical, 
Sikh Review. 

Another elderly member who left for his heavenly abode on 17 
February 2022 was Mr KK Tripathi. He was an expert on national savings and tax-saving measures. 
After retirement he also served a term as a member of the BPSC. Those who posted condolence 
messages on the Whatsapp included GS Prasad, VS Dubey, SP Sinha, Rameshwar Pathak, RU Singh, 
PS Mukhopadhyay,SP Jakhanwal and Ashok K Mallik (1998). 





The World suffers a lot. Not because of the violence of bad people but because of silence of 
good people. Napoleon.

*
Make no mistake about my personality and my attitude. My personality is who I am. My 

attitude depends on who you are. Anon.
*

Cultural differences: Bengali-My grandfather lived for 96 years and he never used 
glasses. Punjabi-Yes I know. Some people in my family also drink directly from the bottle.

*
Two things to remember in life: Take care of your thoughts when you are alone, and take 

care of your words when you are with people.
*

If you want comfortable journey of life, then shed off the baggage of expectations.
*

1-Nobody is real in this world except Mother. 2-A poor person has no 
friends. 3-People do not like good thoughts, they like good looks. 4-People respect the money, 
not the person. 5-The person you love the most will hurt you the most. 6-Truth is simple, but 
the moment when you try to explain it, it becomes difficult. 7-When you are happy, you enjoy 
the Music. But when you are sad, you enjoy the Lyrics. 8-In life, two things define you. Your 
patience when you have nothing and your attitude when you have everything. APJ Abdul 
Kalam.

*
Don't crush the dry leafs under your feet. When green, they had given you shelter from 

the sun's scorching heat. Anon.
*

A request to Ambani by an alcoholic: Sir, please enter into liquor business too and name it 
Pio. Make liquor free and charge only for snacks. Anon.

*
A man received an auto-corrected message from his neighbor, “Sorry sir, I'm using your 

wife day and night, when you are not present at home. In fact, much more than you do. I 
confess this now because I am feeling guilty. Hope you will accept my sincere apologies.” The 
recipient almost fainted. After a few minutes he received another message, “Sorry sir, for the 
spelling mistake. I meant, your Wifi.” Lesson: Check the spelling before sending.

*
Don't be disappointed when nobody stands with you. Chanakya said, “I am thankful to 

those who left me because they taught me that I can do it alone.” 
*

When history wishes to punish a tyrant, it places a spade in his hands saying, dig your 
own grave.” HarishankasParsai.

*
Son is tested after his marriage, daughter in her teenage, husband during wife's illness, 

wife during husband's poverty, friend in adversity, brother in war and progeny in the old age of 
parents. Jain Muni.

*
One of the great lessons of 2021 – Nothing is in our Hands but still we must wash them.

Potpourris



Shri Tripurari Sharan, (1985 batch) retired as Chief 
stSecretary on the 31  December 2021 and in accordance with the 

tradition of the Association of organizing farewell in the main 
conference hall of the Secretariat, when the Chief Secretary retires, 
we organized farewell for him as well as for 5 other officers, who 
retired on the same day. Four officers of the 2007 batch, namely, 
Smt Madhurani Thakur, Shri Arun Kumar Mishra, Shri Sanjay 

Sinha and Shri Amarendra Prasad Singh and one officer of 2008 batch, Shri Bimalesh 
Jha superannuated on that day. Several senior colleagues from Patna as well as outside 
participated virtually through video conferencing. Adesh Titarmare connected from 
Mumbai and in his characteristic style spoke using film names as phrases. Shri J R K 
Rao sent a beautiful written message, to be read on his behalf. Bandana Preyasi recalled 
the tenure of Shri Tripurari Sharan connected with the world of art, culture and films. 
All the retiring members also spoke recalling their service experiences. Shri Tripurari 
Sharan almost broke down while recalling that 3 of his batchmates including the 
preceding Chief Secretary ShriArun Kumar Singh, left untimely for his heavenly abode 
in the second wave of covid. 

rdTwo special vaccination camps for administering 3 /booster dose of Covid 
th thvaccination were held on 13  and 16  January, wherein respectively 41 and 46 officers/ 

family members availed of the facility.

The IAS Officers' Wives association distributed 50 blankets through Sister 
Sudha Varghese of Nari Gunjan amongst the poorest people.]

A function was organized by the Editor, Mr Deepak Anand on 22 December 2021 
in the Library of the Bihar Museum on Baily Road at Patna for launching the issue of 

thPrayaas Magazine for the 4  Quarter of 2021 by Mr JL Arya (IAS-1969). The function 
was chaired by Mr IC Kumar (IAS-1961 and attended by Messrs SP Sinha, SS Thakur, 
Sunil K Singh, AK Choudhary, RU Singh, GS Prasad and Sanjeev Kumar. The Editor 
welcomed the members and proposed the vote of thanks.
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