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gqlilorial

Dear Colleagues,

I am again before you with the next
issue of our in-house Prayaas magazine. As a
major event during this quarter, the IAS
Association, jointly with the TASOWA,
organised a grand Civil Services Meet on the
7th January. During this quarter, as many as 54 BAS officers
have been inducted in the IAS, besides 7 officers inducted from
other services last year.

Agriculture Secretary, Sanjay Agrawal and CEO of
JEEVIKA, Rahul Kumar have earned kudos for Bihar and
made us proud. Crossword wizard, Vivek Kumar Singh has
ably participated in a Crossword Meet-2024 as chief guest.
Abhay Kumar Singh has done wonders in Tourism. Lokesh
Kumar Singh has successfully streamlined the Technical
Education in Bihar. Shrikant Shastri, Anshul Kumr and Rakesh
Kumar, DMs of Aurangabad, Banka and Jamui have brought
laurels to Bihar. This list is illustrative, not exhaustive.

In this quarter, among senior most officers, Brajesh
Mehrotra has taken over as Chief Secretary vice Aamir
Subahani who has joined as Chairman of BERA. Chaitanya
Prasad has taken over as Development Commissioner vice
Vivek Kumar Singh who has joined as Chairman of RERA.

Hoping to get contributions from our members,

-~

et

RU Singh, IAS-(Retd.)
Principal Editor
[Mob: 91133-04025]

Editorial Board

Areus 11-03-24

RU Singh Deepak Anand Sanjay Kumar
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Principal Editor Editor Associate Editor
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Mrs Harjot Kaur, IAS (1992)  Arvind K Choudhary, IAS (1995)
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All views and opinions expressed in the contributions are of their authors.
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Patna Station in Ancient Times. The Main Line This moving Snap was sent by Dipak Kumar Singh
became operative in 1862. showing 3 children standing on the sides of a parked

bike, taking a selfie using a tile as a mobile.

Agriculture Secretary Sanjay Kumar receiving The Agriculture Leadership Award.
Agriculture Leadership Award-2023.

Our Expert, Vivek Kumar Singh (centre) as Chief Guest A glimpses of the CXO meet organised by Jeevika in

at Jama Hamdard Open Crossword Contest-2024. Gurugram under the leadership of Rahul Kumar
with such great finesse and substance .



From Secretary's Desk

Dear Colleagues,

Welcome to the first issue of the New Year 2024. First of all, on behalf of the Association,
wish all our members a happy and satisfying year ahead.

The last month of the year 2023, saw the induction of the single largest batch of State Civil
service officers in our cadre. As many as a contingent of 54 officers was inducted in one go,
against the vacancies of three recruitment years. The Association formally welcomed them in the
first get-together of the New Year on the 7th January, 2024.

The Association had decided to celebrate the New Year by organizing, after a long gap, the
Civil Services Meet-2024. Accordingly, officers belonging to the All India Services and Central

Services, and posted at Patna were invited. They attended in large numbers with their spouses.
This gave us a rare opportunity to interact with such a large number of officers across the batches
and across seniorities, at one place. Now onwards, we will try to hold at least one such inter-
services meet once a year.

By the time, this issue of Prayaas reaches in your hands, our members posted in the
districts would be fully engrossed in the preparations for the largest democratic exercise in the
world. It casts the greatest responsibility on the shoulders of our members. After a long time, the
ECI, the constitutional body responsible for overseeing this mammoth task, would also be
consisting of only retired members of our service. The Association wishes that all its members
involved in carrying out this solemn task at various levels, in various capacities, come out with

flying colours.

Despite the flak being received by our service from many corners, there is no denying the
fact that the responsibility of ensuring good governance in our democratic system still relies to a
large extent on the performance of our members. Our conduct and performance have to be
commensurate with the trust reposed by the system on us. We have to be the role model for all
other public services and hence, must strive to exhibit the unwavering standard of efficiency,
empathy, ethics and integrity. We are always under public glare. No action, no words coming from
us go unnoticed. It is like a perpetual trial. But that is the price one has to pay for being in the
premium category. The higher one is on the ladder, the more is the effort required to maintain
balance and prevent any fall or backsliding.

Wishing all our members success in maintaining this position at the top,

Sincerely yours,

March. 14, 2024 (Dipak Kumar Singh)
Secretary, IAS Officers' Association, Bihar.
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From Associate Editor's Desk /ﬂ
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Dear Colleagues,

Underlining the salience of literature, Gabriel Garcia Marquez puts it inimitably,"The world
must be all rotten when men travel first class and literature goes as freight." True that book-reading at
no point of time has been a mass phenomenon but buffeted by the onslaught of the social media, the
culture of reading books has suffered inexorably. Book shops and libraries fight the ravages of time to
survive. This was pointed out by Mr Vijay Shankar Dubey, an esteemed member of the IAS fraternity
while emphasizing the need to set up a well-stocked library at the Association building. Acting on his
suggestion, we have been trying to improve the existing library by adding new titles- mostly though
not exclusively authored by the IAS officers. Given their ringside exposure to the tremendous variety
of human experience, they are possibly best suited to write masterly books.

Meanwhile, as a fierce winter gives in to an erratic spring and as we brace for invincible
summer, the General Elections are upon us. Sukumar Sen- an ICS officer and the first Chief Election
Officer of the Republic- was a mathematician and he used inventive ways to set democracy rolling
when literacy rate was merely around fifteen percent. Sen has left no memoirs but by all accounts, it
was a stupendous task. Nehru wanted to rush into holding the General Elections.

Ramchandra Guha- the famous historian- recounts the overwhelming odds he was pitted
against,“It was perhaps the mathematician in Sen, which made him ask the prime minister to wait. No
officer of State, certainly no Indian official, has ever had such a stupendous task placed in front of him.
Consider, first of all, the size of the electorate: 176 million Indians aged 21 or more, of whom about 85
per cent could not read or write. Each voter had to be identified, named and registered. This
registration of voters was merely the first step. For how did one design party symbols, ballot papers
and ballot boxes for a mostly unlettered electorate? Then, polling stations had to be built and properly
spaced out, and honest and efficient polling officers recruited. Voting has to be as transparent as
possible, to allow for the fair play of the multiplicity of parties that would contest. Moreover, with the
general election would take place elections to the State Assemblies. Working with Sukumar Sen in
this regard were the election commissioners of the different provinces, also ICS officers."

Since then, India has come a long way but conducting the general elections is always an onerous
challenge. And the process of elections does not end with the declaration of results. The Editorial team
of Prayaas wishes our colleagues engaged in the preparation for the upcoming elections fortitude and
success.

We have also been striving to make Prayaas more interesting and more inclusive. It would really
help if the younger members of the fraternity came forward to share their trials and triumphs, their life
and times.

Yours,

@

(Sanjay Kumar)
Associate Editor

March 14, 2024
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Reminiscences

— GR Patwardhan
IAS (1968)
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DOWN THE MEMORY LANE (Part 6)

Continued from the previous Issue...

Around the time his secretary had
indicated, the commissioner Mr F Ahmad
arrived, took salute and sat in the drawing
room. We discussed general law and order,
the pressing subject and our apprehensions
on it. He described how bad the situation
was in other districts and how difficult it
was becoming for their officers to control
it. He felt that due to shortage of
experienced officers, I should be seen less
as a fire fighter than a good manager. He
pointedly asked as to why it was necessary
for both of us to go to Bairgania instead of
deputing a senior officer there for some
time to oversee the situation. The SP
replied first saying he did not have any one
below him who could be kept there as the
district had only one inspector and one
DSP. I replied that this aspect had escaped
my mind and so I would try to do my bit.

We then proceeded to have lunch, a
very simple affair. That over he went first to
the wash basin, and after washing looked at
the towel dutifully offered by the Nazir,
appeared shaken and proceeded to the
drawing room. I found that the towel was
not clean, perhaps already used by many!
In a few minutes, after his staff had their
lunch, he got up, we escorted him to the
front verandah where his car was parked.
He turned around and said, something to
this effect: “Patwardhan, when I was a
SDO, my collector, Mr HC Sarin ICS (God
bless him) once came for an inspection and
after visiting the rest house remarked that
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he could assess the performance of an
officer by even looking at the condition of
the rest house.”

I was stunned but got the hint. Saying
how sorry I was, I promised that it won't
happen next time. After he left, the SP also
left and we two only remained- the Nazir,
Anirudh Babu and myself. He looked at me
apologetically promising this would not
happen again. What else could he have
said? Like collector, like Nazir! Next day
he brought half a dozen towels and showed
his remorse and promise! With no one
between the Collector and the Nazir who
was also performing duties in sub-division,
it was bound to happen.

The commissioner thereafter came
again once, this time with the new DIG
after an incident of a railway fuel tanker
catching fire between Janakpur Road and
Bajpatty railway stations. Mr SM Cairae,
had taken over as the regular SP. He had
earlier worked as Addl SP at Gaya and had
a very quiet and balanced disposition .He
got the information first, sent the only the
fire brigade vehicle, a new engine with
water carrier to the spot and we followed.
By the time we reached, they had started
dousing the hot tanker with accumulated
water available in earth cutting lines on
both sides of the track.White thick clouds
were rising from the tanker, it took about an
hour for it to cool down. The local police
was asked to keep onlookers at bay and
railway station master asked to get it
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shunted away and moved to the nearest big
station for further journey. Cairae, who
was an engineer from BIT, Pilani suspected
that since the tanker was leaking, it caught
fire by fallen cinders of steam engine. It
was detached as a safety hazard and the rest
of the train moved further. He nearly ruled
out sabotage. We accordingly sent a report,
separately to the Commissioner and range
DIG. Commissioner, Ahmed Saheb was
not satisfied .During his visit thereafter, he
plainly told me that it was not acceptable,
and that I had to make more efforts to
ensure that railways are safe and protected.
Cairae was also there. After both divisional
officers had left, he lamented their attitude;
saying how on earth can anyone ensure that
cinders will not fall, that wooden sleepers
won't catch fire and all train drivers will use
binoculars to ensure that the track is free
from them?

Come Durga Puja 1974 and the usual
flurry of activities started, traders were fed
up, students worried about their
examinations and it seemed the JP-led
agitation was running out of steam. His
speech at Begusarai in which he exhorted
people to tear apart their sacred thread
(Yagyopavit) seemed to have been largely
ignored and fissures started appearing. An
important segment of the participants in his
movement saw a sinister design in it. Some
people felt that the agitation was also an
attempt to unseat the chief minister from
the minority community, Mr Abdul
Ghafoor who otherwise enjoyed a
reputation for honesty, sincerity and
simplicity. At our level all this did not
change the level of our preparedness, or the
inadequacy of it. The Commissioner made
available the services of a senior ADM
level officer, Mr Sahay, who had worked

Prayaas

under him and was described as an
outstanding Addl Collector. He rang up to
tell me that Sahay is a Pucca Munshi and
that I could safely leave my office
management to him. It indeed turned out to
be so as Sahayji was a dedicated officer,
impeccably dressed, owned a well-kept
Standard Herald two door car, was an avid
reader, kept his house like a mini library
and amuseum of artifacts and cutlery. His
wife suffered from gout, arthritis and blood
pressure which he blamed on the Morangia
breeze of Purnia where he had been posted
for five years in early fifties as relief officer.
He had no children and spent his time in
office and reading and cultivating his
garden. He was student of literature in
Patna University and a class fellow of Mrs
Ram Dulari Sinha, now a cabinet minister.
It was she who in a review meeting at
Sitamarhi, found him sitting in a corner,
called him and told everyone that he had
been her class fellow. And then both of
them discussed their days in university.
Such were the ministers and officers with
whom I had the good fortune of working.
Mrs Sinha was a wonderful person, a good
orator and a very kind hearted individual. It
was Bihar's bad luck that her services were
not fully utilized. She finally went to the
Centre as a minister and was well spoken
of. In the assembly and in parliament, she
was a powerful speaker and articulated her
replies effectively.

Janakpur Road station or Pupri
Bazaar, the area and Block by name of
Pupri was an important trading place. It
was also a communally sensitive area. |
had information, independent of the
police, that the immersion procession with
the idol of the goddess on a tractor with
loudspeakers blaring, would be stopped by
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organizers near a locality inhabited by the
minority community, who would object
and trouble would start. The main
character belonged to a powerful
community, kept rustic appearance, talked
always in local dialect, nodded to
practically every suggestion but did the
opposite. So I decided to depute a Dy
Collector from his community, senior to
the BDO of Pipri, from West subdivision,
though Pupri was under East sub-division,
got magisterial powers to him for the entire
district and explained the reason. He was
sharp enough to realize it and asked me to
what extent he could go to ensure that the
procession is not disturbed. I told him that
if it meant even opening fire, he could
count on me for support. Orders of
deputation were issued and everyone was
briefed. The police on their part kept a
tractor driver in reserve, should the tractor
get abandoned to stall further movement.
My gut feeling led me to believe that
keeping the SDO away and putting a Dy
Collector of other sub-divisionon special
duty may not pass muster, should a trouble
take place. So in order to forestall it, I
deputed Mr Sahay, the addl collector in
overall charge at Pupri. The procession, as
apprehended, started getting slow in
bazaar. The time of evening prayers
approached. The tractor stopped near the
place we were apprehending, police party
tried to push the crowd and made the driver
stick to his seat holding him responsible
should it develop a snag, but the organizer
stood in front of it asking for more time.
The crowd became restless and started
playing of music on loud speakers. Sahayji
who was sitting in a shop with the police SI
rang me up to describe the situation. He
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said that the crowd in all probability will
not listen and stay put there to create
trouble. It was about 6 PM and getting
dark. When I asked him about the tractor's
movement, he reported that it was
stationery and obstructed from front by the
members of the procession. I asked him if
he could use the lathi party and he agreed.
The SI asked them to push those in front
away which they tried to do. In the melee,
those at the rear started throwing stones
which hit the police and some of those
accompanying the tractor. Soon the armed
party accompanying the tractor on both
sides got a few hits. Sahay thereafter
wanted to open fire and sought permission.
Allalong, thanks to the telephone
exchange, hewas on line and I could hear
the commotion. I allowed him to do so and
asked him to keep it to minimum and see
the effect. He conveyed it to the SI there
and I could hear the first shot followed by
the second and then the third. He asked for
more and I asked him if the crowd had
started melting away. Before he could
answer, I heard the fourth and fifth shots
fired! And he said, “Sir, panch ho gaya!” 1
was speechless. After a moment | asked
him if anyone had fallen. He replied that it
would take time but they had run away and
he was moving away the tractor to its
destination with the idol and would get it
immersed before returning.

Two persons died, the master
mischief maker had run away. Those killed
were bystanders, had come to watch fun
and ended their lives, for nothing.

The formal visit thereafter did not
reveal anything unusual. The Dy Collector,
deputed for this particular occasion tried
his best to dissuade the main character but
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his efforts did not bear fruit. The crowd
behaved as such crowds usually behave in
that fashion in any thickly populated area.
[lliteracy, poverty, lack of employment,
stark differences in living conditions,
absence of any substantial welfare
programmes and long period of slavery
under different rulers, had created a
scenario where it was easy to arouse
feelings of suffering, injustice, illegal
deprivation and unjust enrichment of
others. Pupri was very much an example of
all these combined.

The Commissioner, this time
appeared very supportive. He did not make
any comment and did not visit. He had
many more pressing issues, perhaps, for
which the division was notorious.

Around December, Ahmed Saheb
was transferred to Patna as addl chief
secretary. His successor was Mr JG
Kuntewho had been for long in the AT Sat
Ranchi. The DIG, Mr Shrivastav had
worked with him at Sasaram long back as
DSP. Both had a penchant for anecdotes,
Mr Kuntehad also worked as Director,
Rural Development Institute, Hyderabad
under the ministry of Rural Development
and was therefore well informed on
schemes, their relevance and working. The
times in which he joined were,
unfortunately, not conducive for any
serious effort in that regard. Maintaining
semblance of a government at the Block
level became the only priority.

82. Early in January 1975, on the 2"to be
exact, an explosion on the dais at
Samastipur railway station in a function to
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declare the broad gauge Samastipur-
Darbhanga rail route open, took place
injuring many, including the then union
railway minister, Mr Lalit Narain Mishra,
his brother and future chief minister, Dr
Jagannath Mishra and the range DIG of
police, BN Prasad. It caused widespread
panic and conster nation. The DIG opted to
be treated at Darbhanga by Dr Nawab, a
famous surgeon and survived. The union
minister, similarly injured was first taken
to Patna and before reaching the station, his
friends decided to take him to Danapur
Railway Hospital and the special coach
was taken there. This caused delay and
precious time was lost. He succumbed to
his injuries the next day. Soon CBI took
over the investigation, charge-sheeted
some Anand Marg followers, Ranjan
Dwivedi, a Supreme Court lawyer being
one of them. Some accused persons could
not be located till the end. Based on some
confessions, the Sessions court found them
guilty. On appeal, perhaps in 2013,the
High Court acquitted all of them observing
that the evidence produced was not
reliable. Judicial journey of some 40 years
came to nothing. Lot of theories were in
air so one commission of inquiry was also
appointed,the Matthew commission.It also
took considerable time and failed to pin
point the main reason.Perhaps as sequel to
all this and internal politics of the congress
party, the chief minister Abdul Ghafoor
was replaced in April 1975,by
DrJagannatn Mishra,brother of slain union
minister LNMishra....

... To be continued in the next issue
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Success Story

— Rahul Kumar
IAS (2011)

2

JEEVIKA

JEEVIKA stands as a beacon of
empowerment for women entrepreneurs in the
rural landscapes of Bihar. This transformative
initiative has played a pivotal role in
addressing the multifaceted challenges faced
by women in the State. The genesis of
JEEVIKA traces back to 2006, a time when
Bihar grappled with a staggering rural poverty
ratio of 44.3%. Over the past 15 years,
JEEVIKA has evolved into a dynamic force,
mobilizing 1.30crore rural women into self-
help groups (SHGS).

Presently operating in more than 44,000
villages across 534 blocks and 38 districts of
Bihar, JEEVIKA boasts of the highest number
of SHGs nationally—1, 047, 449 self-help
groups federated into 69,729 Village
Organizations (VOs) and 1,632 Cluster Level
Federations. This extensive outreach covers
nearly 70 percent of rural Bihar, reflecting the
program's commitment to inclusivity and
comprehensive development. JEEViKA's
financial inclusion strategy revolves around
SHG-based access to formal banking services.
The program introduces a Community
Investment Fund (CIF) to stimulate financial
intermediation, instill repayment discipline,
and create credit histories. Articulate SHG
members, recognized for timely repayments,
assume roles as community mobilizers,
facilitating SHG meetings and maintaining
financial records. The transformative impact
of this approach is evident in the leveraging of
credit to the tune of more than Rs. 35,802
Crores from banks by community institutions.
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The leveraging ratio stands at an impressive
1:6.2, showcasing the program's efficacy in
generating substantial investments from
modest initial funds. This financial acumen
has elevated community institutions to vital
stakeholders for banks, emphasizing their role
as drivers of economic development.

The empowerment journey facilitated by
JEEVIKA takes various forms, ranging from
livelihood opportunities to social and
economic inclusion. Diverse livelihoods,
including farm, non-farm, livestock, and
skilling, have become the cornerstones of this
empowerment endeavour. More than 50 lakh
farmers are actively engaged in agricultural
activities, with 3,148 agri-entrepreneurs
providing valuable services to 200-300
farmers each. Significantly, 27 all-women
Farmer Producer Companies have emerged,
selling 50,121 MT of agri-produce and
generating a transaction of Rs 100.84 crores.
This economic paradigm extends beyond
conventional boundaries, with livelihood
opportunities rooted in the culture and
traditional knowledge of rural women. This
has led to the establishment of entities such as
'Shilpgram Mabhila Producer Company',
micro-enterprises, bag manufacturing
clusters, rural retail marts, and more, in
convergence with various government
departments.

The impact of JEEVIKA is not confined
to the agricultural sector alone. Livestock
programs under the initiative benefit 6.75 lakh
households, linking 4,029 PashuSakhis to
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2.84 lakh families. The 'Kaushiki Women
Milk Producers Company' is a noteworthy
success, boasting 839 collection centers and
selling 75,127 litres daily, with a total
transaction of Rs 108.77 crores. Furthermore,
households are actively engaged in poultry
and fisheries activities.

The success of JEEVIKA has not only
been confined to economic and social realms
but has also extended to institutionalized
community-managed services. The
establishment of 117 'Didi Ki Rasoi’
community-managed canteens is a testament
to the program's commitment to holistic
development. These canteens, operational
across various institutions including District
Government Hospitals, Sub-divisional
Hospitals, Medical Colleges and Hospitals,
SC/ST Residential Schools, Registry offices,
BIMHAS Koilwar, and other institutions,
have collectively generated a business
turnover exceeding Rs. 58.24 crores. This
initiative not only addresses economic
dependencies but also rewrites the narratives
of social confines, nurturing over 1,700 rural
women entrepreneurs.

JEEVIKA's collaboration with the
National Urban Livelihood Mission (NULM)
marks a significant stride in the pursuit of
poverty reduction and sustainable
development in urban areas. The NULM,
launched by the Government of India, hinges
on the core principles of Social Mobilisation
and Institution Development (SM&ID). Its
overarching vision is to diminish poverty and
vulnerability among urban poor households
by facilitating access to gainful self-
employment and skilled wage employment
opportunities. The ultimate goal is to bring
about a substantial enhancement in the
livelihoods of the urban poor in a sustainable
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manner, achieved through the establishment
of robust grassroots-level institutions.
SatatJeevikoparjanYojana (SJY) is a
groundbreaking initiative spearheaded by our
Government and executed by JEEVIKA,
marking itself as the world's first government-
led scale-up of the Graduation Approach. This
visionary program is dedicated to reaching
one million individuals entrenched in extreme
poverty, employing innovative program
design and integrating robust systems
strengthening to ensure long-term
effectiveness. Implemented by JEEVIKA,
SJY has already made significant strides,
supporting 1.84 lakh households. These
households, grappling with extreme poverty,
have been equipped with productive assets
and engaged in diverse livelihood activities,
such as goatery interventions and micro-
enterprises. This multi-faceted approach aims
not only to alleviate immediate financial
struggles but also to foster sustainable
economic growth within these communities.

A recent cabinet decision has elevated
the scope of SatatJeevikoparjanYojana by
extending its operations to urban settings
through collaboration with the Urban
Development & Housing Department and
BRAC International. This expansion
demonstrates a commitment to addressing
poverty across diverse landscapes and
populations. Existing SJY households are
poised to receive a maximum cap amount of
Rs. 2 lakhs, thereby providing them with a
substantial boost to broaden their livelihood
opportunities. This forward-looking strategy
aligns with the program's goal of uplifting
individuals and communities from the
clutches of extreme poverty, promoting
economic resilience and fostering sustainable
development.
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JEEVIKA had a Memorandum of  at the cluster level, household counselling,
Understanding with the BRAC International =~ community-level events for creating an
for setting-up Immersion and Learning enabling environment among other
Exchange Program in Bihar which will allow  activities
International Delegates to learn and JEEVIKA's journey is characterized by
implement the Graduation Model of SJY in  strategic interventions in financial inclusion,
other nations. Recently, JEEVIKA hosted value chains, skill development, and
Hon'ble Governor of West Sumatra, placement initiatives. The establishment of
Mr.Mahyeldi and other delegates from  Women Producer Companies and Farmer
Indonesian Government offering a profound Producer Companies signifies its
insight into the transformative "Satat commitment to comprehensive economic
Jeevikoparjan Yojana" (SJY). development. The recently launched 'Satat

Beyond economic dimensions, Jeevikoparjan Yojana' (SJY) further targets
JEEVIKA is committed to social thepooresthouseholds, providing them with
development, health, and sanitation through  productive assets, skills training, household
Social Behaviour Change processes. The  coaching, and livelihood gap assistance.
program reaches 72% of the Scheduled This marks a strategic move towards
Caste/Scheduled Tribe population in the  addressing the root causes of poverty and
state, emphasizing its dedication to social =~ empowering households to break the cycle of
inclusion. Initiatives such as advocacy for  deprivation.
total prohibition in Bihar in 2016 and active As JEEVIKA continues to transform the
engagement with various government rural landscape of Bihar, its track-record is a
departments to ensure the rights and testimony to the potential of community-
entitlements of SHG members showcasethe  driven development. The program's
multifaceted impact of JEEVIKA on the resilience, adaptability, and commitment to
socio-economic fabric of Bihar. social justice offer valuable lessons for
Capitalising on the vast network of poverty alleviation programs globally.
community institutional platforms Challenges remain, including the
JEEVIKA's Social and Behaviour Change  vulnerability of SHG members to external
(SBCC) approach uses communication to  shocks and the evolving dynamics of rural
change behaviours and promote social livelihoods. However, JEEVIKA's success
change by positively influencing extends far beyond Bihar, serving as a
knowledge, attitudes and social norms, blueprint for inclusive, impactful, and
including demand for and uptake of services  sustainable rural development worldwide.
and consistent long-term maintenance of  The journey of JEEVIKA is not merely a case
behaviours. SBCC for community  study; it is also a narrative of empowerment,
institutions include review, reinforcement  resilience, and the triumph of collective efforts
andrecognition at institutional level, review  inthe face of adversity.

*
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The most important lesson
that man can learmn from life,

IS not that there is pain in this world,
but that it is possible for him

to transmute it into joy.

— Rabindranath Tagore
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Who's Who

Dipak Kumar Singh
IAS (1992)
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Know the Officers

The year 2023 was unusual in the
sense that as many as 7 officers from non-
SCS category were elevated into IAS
through lateral entry. Normally, the
vacancy from this category ranges from
one to two. So seven was unusual- in
terms of both numbers and the kind of
persons they are:

1. Anil Jha:Anil Jha is an
Agriculture Graduate from the Banaras
Hindu University and joined the
Agriculture Department, Bihar in 1990.
He spent a major part of his career at the
headquarters- instrumental in working
out the nuts and bolts of different
schemes meant for the development of
agriculture in Bihar. When the
Agriculture Department embarked upon
the ambitious Agricultural Roadmap to
bring about quantitative and qualitative
breakthroughs in Bihar, he was an
integral part of the massive exercise.
Currently posted as Secretary, Revenue
Board, Bihar, his heart still lies in
agriculture.

2. Sanjiv Mittal:Sanjiv Mittal
and the Department of Finance exist for
each other. After a brief stint at
Muzaffarpur, he joined the headquarters
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which he continues to serve even after his
elevation into the IAS. He is great at
number crunching and figures related to
the finances of Bihar come effortlessly to
him. He is known for easy manners,
charming smiles and genuine concern for
those in need. Entrust him with any job
and he would never disappoint you.

3. Sanjay Kumar:He joined the
Bihar Cooperative Service in 1996 and
served in the field for 15 years before
joining the headquarters. He is currently
serving as Commissioner MGNREGA.
He is also the Associate Editor of our
Prayaas magazine. He is a voracious
reader and a prolific writer.

4. Ruby:Reticent and eloquent- it is
how Ruby is. She joined Bihar Finance
Service and married Sanjiv- his
batchmate from the same service. She
distinguished herself in revenue
collection and even after elevation into
IAS, she served the Commercial Taxes
department as Joint Secretary. Currently,
she is posted as Director, Art and Culture.
She is given to wanderlust and reading
books.

5. Krishna Kumar:Krishna and his
brother Balram- an officer of the Defence
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Accounts Service- are identical twins so

visiting places. Currently, he is serving as

much so that it is easy to mistake one for
the other. He joined the commercial taxes
department in 2008 and is known for his
mastery of GST. He continues to serve
the Commercial Taxes department as
Joint Secretary after his elevation into
IAS.

6. Sanjay Kumar Singh:He and Anil
Jha were part of the same batch of
Agriculture at BHU, joined Bihar
Agriculture Service in the same batch,
remained good friends together and were
elevated into IAS together. He walks
straight and talks straight. He loves
meeting people, telling stories and

R.each high, for stars lie
hidden in you. Dream
deep, for every dream

precedes the goal.

Joint Secretary, Building Construction
Department.

7. AbhaylJha:Elevated into IAS from
the Cooperative Department, he served
both in the field and at the headquarters in
varying capacities including being the
personal secretary of Minister for
Education and that for Building
Construction Departments. A law
graduate from the Campus Law Centre,
Delhi University, he has a sharp mind and
is really good at coming out with out- of-
the-box solutions. Currently, he is
serving as Administrator, Bihar State
Road Transport Corporation.

Qd

RABINDRANATH TAGORE
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— Sanjay Kumar
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The Reader
By Bernhard Schlink

Eminent German poet Paul Celan
writes that after Auschwitz "Only one
thing remained reachable, close and
secure amid all losses: language.... but it
had to go through its own lack of
answers." Post-war rubble literature
sought to tear down words which had
turned toxic in order to reinvent them by
focusing on rubble that homeland/
fatherland had turned into and rubble of
self-righteous ideals. If words could be
weaponised, literature could be deployed
to de-weaponise, introspect, soul-search
and reconcile. Post-war German
literature has been at pains in coming to
grips with holocaust.

"The Reader' by Bernhard Schlink is
a brilliant read for the manner of
storytelling(linear,introspective and in
the manner of a dialogue with readers)
and complex issues it seeks to raise. The
relationship between Michael Berg-a 15
year kid to begin with who evolves into a
law student and a law historian and
Hanna- an older woman, a tram
conductor but one with a Nazi past and
taint of holocaust behind her-is at the
centre of the book. They have a torrid
affair which also involves his reading
Classics to her besides exploring each
other but one day, Hanna slips away and
the next time Michael spots her, she is a
defendant in a courtroom where her SS
past is being called to account. As a law
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student, Michael is in the court where
Hanna and her fellow SS guards are being
tried for having locked some Jewish
women inside a church where all but two
are burnt to death in an air raid. The
author of the report describing the terrible
event is considered the most culpable
defendant. Hanna refuses to deny that she
wrote it despite that, as Michael has
finally realised, she is illiterate. She is
given life-sentence undergoing which
she learns how to read and write. One day
before she is to be released and Michael
looking forward to her release- she
commits suicide.

In the context of holocaust, illiteracy

is a brilliant metaphor as regardless of
intellectual attainments or otherwise,
everyone was illiterate in succumbing to
Hitlerian hysteria. Those who had been
directly or obliquely part of Nazi hate-
war machine underwent lethargy, self-
pity and defiance after the war. The
generation after generation blamed their
fathers for complicity in order to escape
from collective guilt. But guilt tends to
stick obstinately and escape, as Bernhard
puts it poignantly, involves not just
running away, but also arriving
somewhere. But where? There was no

terra firma beneath the feet.
Coming to terms with such

adversities requires honesty and courage.
Alfans Heck's 'A Child of Hitler:
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Germany in the days when God Wore a
Swastika' is a work of searing honesty
and courage. In 'The Reader', Hanna does
the same. She could have sought refuge in
technical alibis or legal subterfuges or
plain admission that she was illiterate.
May be her past gnaws her conscience.
She knows she was carrying out orders
but she realises how futile these jargons
are and how she must pay for the
holocaust with life sentence first and with
her very life later. But before that "by
finding the courage to learn to read and
write, Hanna had advanced from
dependence to independence, a step
towards liberation." This was her

redemption.
The question at the centre of the

novel is: Why did Hanna commit suicide
when New possibilities after her release
beckoned her? Bernhard Schlink is not
sure but we could try to fathom and figure
out tentative answers.

Could it be that after her release,
Germany would have appeared a
concentration camp to her- what with
people judging her with deeply

sk

embedded prejudices and she would be
defenseless. Would- after years of
excruciating loneliness - the world turn
into an unbearable place? Or that, after
court and prison, everyone would call her
to account and she would never be able to
put her past behind. Or that obstinacy of
her own memories would make her numb
while seeking solace in a world
benumbed. Or that she was afraid of
Michael whom she had explored
physically when he was all of 15 but who
was now a law historian and philosopher
and could subject her to penetrating
questions. Or that the books on holocaust
that she read while undergoing prison
sentence, filled her with remorse and
guilt and living life with guilt in her
twilight years was too much for her. Or

that she feared being turned into a cliche?
She was an illiterate reader who

loved classics being read out to her. Now
that she was a reader in her own right and
read all sorts of books on holocaust, she
invested words with her own meanings
and found death meaningful, an act of
liberation and redemption.

of Prayyas — Principal Editor.]

[The Reviewer Sanjay Kumar is a voracious reader and a prolific writer.
Presently, he is commissioner MNREGA | he is also the Associate Editor
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Achievers

Ashok Kumar Choudhary, IAS (1972)

A symbol of versatility, AK Choudhary
(b. 3-8-1947) has had a brilliant academic
career followed by an equally bright career in
the IAS cadre of Bihar. Thereafter, he has also
made his contributions from positions beyond
the ambit of the IAS.

As a student, Ashok secured a first class
in all examinations before graduation. In 1966,
he got a second class yet topped in the BA
(Hons) in Political Science from Patna
University. Thereafter, he did his LL B in 1968
and LL M in 1970 with flying
colours from Allahabad
University. He was awarded a
Gold Medal for his LL M.

During his bureaucratic
stints, Ashok held a variety of
posts covering a wide range of
subjects. He was SDOof Sitamarhi
during 1974-76 and District
Magistrate of Katihar and Bhojpur during
1976-79. He was posted as MD, Bihar State
Food & Civil Supplies Corporation during
1979-80, Secretary. BSEB during 1980-82,
Director, Consolidation during 1982-84,
Labour Commissioner during 1984-86,
Special Secretary, Rural Development
Department during 1986-87, Addl MD,
BSRTC during 1987-88, Registrar,
Cooperative Societies during 1988-90,
Secretary, Animal Husbandry Department
during 1990, Secretary, Personnel Department
during 1990-92 and Commissioner,
Commercial Taxes during 1992-93. He then
went on deputation to GOI as Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
during 1993-98, where he drafted the Bill on
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— RU Singh
IAS (1961)
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Disability and got it enacted. On return from
GO, he worked as Commissioner &Secretary
of Health Department during 1998-99 and of
Rural Development Department during 1999-
01, and APC during 2000-01. He held the post
of Health Commissioner during 2001-05 and
as Chairman, BPE during 2003-05. He worked
as DG, BIPARD during 2005-06. He held the
prestigious post of Development
Commissioner during 2006 before he was
posted as Chief Secretary during 2006-07.
Post-retirement, he worked as
Chairman, BPSC during 2008-
09.As Chief Information
Commissioner he authored a book
of case law on RTI during 2009-12.
Still later, he worked as Chairman
of High level Committee during
2015-20 and in the meantime he
held additional charge as
Chairman, Bhoodan Land
Distribution Commission from 2018 and held
full charge of the post from 2018 till he
submitted his Report to the State Government
in2023.

While holding various posts, Ashok
participated in a large number of National and
International Conferences in the form of
Seminars and Workshops. In August 1989, he
participated in a three weeks 'Regional
Seminar in Tokyo (Japan) on Members'
Participation in Agricultural Cooperatives and
its methods with special reference to Japanese
experience.In September 1993, he organised
workshops/seminars/conferences on
disability concerns including a National
Conference on Welfare of the Disabled.In
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November 1993, he participated as ILO
Consultant in the "Round Table Consultation
on the Design of Vocational Rehabilitation
Policies and Programmes in Asia and the
Pacific Region, at Bangkok. In December
1993, he attended the Consultative Expert
Meeting on National Disability Legislation for
the Asia and pacific Region, at Kuala
Lumpur.in June 1994, he participated in the
International conference on 'Beyond
Normalization towards One Society for All' in
Iceland. In February 1995, he participated in
the SAARC Workshop on Building of Linkage
among SAARC Member-States in the field of
disability, at Kathmandu. In March, 1995, he
attended the Eleventh meeting of the Asia
Pacific Inter-Organizational Task Force on
Disability Related Concerns, at Bangkok. in
June 1995, he attended the Regional review
meeting of ESCAP on Decade of the disabled
held at Bangkok in September 1995, he
participated in the workshop organized In
collaboration with United Nations Economic
and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (UN-ESCAP), on indigenous
production and Distribution of Assistive
Devices in Madras (Chennai).In 1998, he
attended a seminar on inclusive education in
the University of Cape Town, South Africa. In
June, 2002, he attended the Meeting on
achieving "Leprosy Elimination in India"
Tokyo - Japan. Jointly organized by WHO
Regional office for South-East Asia & the
Nippon Foundation/ Sasakawa Memorial
Health Foundation.In February 2003, he
attended the Joint WHO/NLEP India Meeting
on "Status of Leprosy Elimination" at Yangon,
Myanmar.He attended the Meeting on "South
Asia Regional Meeting of Acceleration of
Vitamin-A Supplementation" in Bangkok in
February, 2005. In March 2011, he
participated in the first National Conference at
Kathmandu sponsored by World Bank

attended by Right to Information advisors
from South Asian countries.

My first contact with Ashok dates back to
the times when he was the District Magistrate
of Bhojpur. On some issues, he had a spat with
a belligerent class of the people at Ara andhe
had come to me to use my good offices,
through aninfluential doctor working at Ara,
for an out-of-court resolution of the dispute.
By the grace of God, the matter was amicably
settled.

On a couple of occasions when Ashok
worked with me: first as Labour
Commissioner when I was Labour Secretary
of'and second, as Addl MD of BSRTC during
my tenure as its CMD. I always valued his
opinions as they were based on a thorough
analysis of the issues. Behind his stiff fagade
there was a person with an amicable
disposition and a smiling face.

Although during my second stint as
Labour Secretary (1985-87), the labour
scenario was not as tumultuous as it had been
during my first tenure a decade back (1973-
75), Ashok, as LC, was truly a shot of strength
inmy arm while I dealt with various
problems.

Posted as CMD of BSRTC, I succeeded
in getting Ashok, with his consent, posted as
Addl MD and left all day-to-day matters to
him, keeping the policy issues to myself. We
took steps that enhanced the monthly revenue
from 1.5 to 2 crore in six months.

I can never forget that when I went to
compliment Ashok, the Chief Secretary, he
rose from his seat and respectfully escorted me
to a chair before he took his seat.

A legal wizard, Askok has been
bestowed with a happy family with his
accomplished wife Svastiwho is from a
reputed family of Varanasi, and they have two
dutiful sons, one working at Singapore and the
other at Mumbai.

Qd
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Freebies

— Abhilash Khandekar \@\

FREEBIES VS GOOD GOVERNANCE

Wooing the voters to return to
power has been a game political parties
have been playing since ages. And it is
not restricted to the mother of
democracies, India, alone.Only a section
of people are being showered with free
amenities or sarkari gifts!

As politics changed in India
gradually from a genuine 'seva' or service
of the people and the nation, to self-
service, the rules of the game began
changing fast with politicians and parties
aiming to stay in power by hook or crook.
Of course, there was a time when political
outfits such as Congress or the
Communist Party continued to win
Indian states, election after election. This
was either due to a particular political
philosophy the voters espoused or owing
to the appeal of a particular leader (read
Jawaharlal Nehru or JyotiBasu, for
example) that they voted the party back to
power. CPM did come back because of
land reforms and their die-hard cadre, just
like BJP's. Nationwide, Congress party
did not have much opposition for the first
few decades after independence and most
Indian states were under its belt. 'Good
governance' as a political phrase was not
even born then - it was coined by the
World Bank in 1992. But whatever
governance methods were in vogue, they
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were considered good enough to garner
votes. People's expectations were pretty
low. Society was largely illiterate so they
kept voting back the party even without
having proper roads, or hospitals and
schools or even basic amenities like
electricity or food supply.

Today, the nation is swept by
themesmerising leadership of Prime
Minister NarendraModi who is the first
BJP leader to have won two consecutive
Lok Sabha elections to form full term
governments in New Delhi. Congress
had done it many times before under
Nehru, Indira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi and
Dr Manmohan Singh. Yet, what we see is
that the BJP, a 'party with a difference’, is
second to none in announcing freebies.
Perhaps, because in 2019 elections, BJP
had polled just about 38% votes across
India, though its seats were much higher
than in 2014. The unprecedented urge or
compulsion to stay in power is giving rise
to unending freebies. The governments
have probably lost faith in good work and
are resorting to freebies. They want to
buy votes. I strongly see this as an effort
to replace 'good governance' with
freebies of all sorts by governments
which faced polls in several states last
year and the impending general election
this year. Should a political party not give
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freebies? Why should the government
pay for it? We are a welfare state and
welfare should come from clean policies
for all, not few.

When Delhi government began
distributing freebies, BJP attacked it.
Then Telangana, Rajasthan and other
states followed suit. Madhya Pradesh
was set to steal a march over all others,
with the state exchequer going empty and
loans mounting. You turn any newspaper
and you will find all kinds of schemes
'benefitting' caste groups, age groups or
religious groups are seen splashed over
the pages as expensive advertisements.
Some of them are giving free ration,
another offering free medical services,
someone else gifting laptops to students
and yet another party is enticing women
folks with Rs. 1,000through DBT per
month in the name of LadliBehna
scheme. A cutthroat competition is on in
India among political parties. Who can
give more free services at the cost of
exchequer? Actually, freebies are not
reaching all of them; at the cost of
innocent and honest taxpayers, only a
section of people are being showered
with free amenities or sarkari gifts
(scooties, laptops, cycles, etc.) when

k

elections are round the corner. You may
have noticed it happens just before polls,
lest voters forget the obligation and
refuse to do quid pro quo!

Had good governance in the form
of good roads, quality education, crime-
free cities, clean air, corruption-free
society, nice healthcare, water, women's
safety, well-planned cities, efficiency in
governance been ensured, there would
have been no need for freebies. Many
believe that it is replacing the good
governance practices! Some call it open
bribing of the voters or clean rigging of e
polls beforehand. Unfortunately, the
Election Commission of India is helpless
as all freebies are squandered before the
model code of conduct comes into force.

Enraged people across the country
seeing decline in governance and fast
erosion in democratic values, suggest
that if at all freebies are to be given, they
must come from the party's funds, not
government's. In any case, BJP and
others are flush with funds donors are
making a beeline either out of love or
fear. So why empty the state coffers, filled
with innocent taxpayers' money, on
freebies? Let the political parties pay to
garner votes!

{ [The author is a senior journalist. Views expressed are personal.] }
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— RU Singh
IAS (1961)

TAdSIdT BT I3

el T W9 W W9 &, 3Aq ool W@l &l
Wt 7= Frdy, gem, fda, faog war &)
W&l 7 U GEAR fa@w, ot ot & fHeRe T A,
T W gg Uit o @ fawe o

ﬁﬁwiﬁwﬁ» RES W@%’
&l guidr-urE, MU oW W oMfef| gid;
Tl % & W 9x, fiw e T faw w®),
Tq-@9E &, A< W6 § 9 &gl T gl
W&l qeR g1 ¥E WAE-wa fdfva 9,
&, 91 dgd o= U ¥ @ nMERd B

el @it g Teadr i, 99 3 W §{J 3,
St @ °, fyar! Qe oW fwr w8 S

[ fovarenfa Teftwsrer SRy forfaa sttt farsifa (99 W= 1913 ° Hifec # Ao ThR
T TGS T o) i FETfRd 91 6. 35 o1 fose | 11 foRan e SHe e ]

The Heaven of Freedom

Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high; Where knowledge is free;
Where the world has not been broken up into fragments by narrow domestic walls;
Where words come out from the depth of truth;

Where tireless strivingstretches its arms towards perfection;

Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way into the dreary desert
sand of dead habit;

Where the mind is lead forward by Theeinto ever-widening thought and
action;

Into that heaven of freedom, my Father! let my country awake.

— Rabindranath Tagore
aaQ
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Activities
— Dipak Kumar Singh, IAS (1992)
Activities of IAS Officers' Association (Bihar Chapter)
Minutes of the Meeting of the Managing Committee
held on 12 February 2024at 1-15 PM in the IAS Association Bhawan, Patna.

Members Present:
SNo Name Batch Designation
l. Mr Vivek Kumar Singh 1989 President
2. Mr Dipak Kumar Singh 1992 Secretary
3. Mr SP Sinha Retd Jt Secretary
4. Mr Mithilesh Mishra 2011 Treasurer
5. Mr AbhayJha 2017 Asst Treasurer
6. MrRBP Yadav Retd Member
7. Mr Upendra Sharma Retd Member

AgendaNo. 1 The Proceedings of the last Managing Committee held on 1" September, 2023 was

confirmed.
AgendaNo.2 (a) As per Rulw 7 of the 'Association Rules and Regulation', the following six
members were co-opted to the Managing Committee for the term 2023-24.
SNo Name Batch
1. Mr Alok Ranjan Ghosh 2011
2. Mr Mahendra Kumar 2011
3. Mr Naveen 2013
4. Mrs Alankrita Pandey 2016
5. Mr Anil Kumar 2017
6. Mr Taranjot Singh 2017

(b) It was noted that the Vice President is not taking part in the meetings of the
Managing Committee.

Agenda No. 3 (a) It was decided to increase salary of working staff of the Association from

January 2024 as follows:-
1. Mr Subhash Kumar Sinha, Caretaker Rs35,000+5.000=40.000
. Mr Chunchun Mahto, Cook Rs24,000+3,000=27,000
3. Mr Lalan Mandal, Guard Rs24,000+3,000=27,000

(b) It was also decided to increase the monthly conveyance allowance of the staff
of'the Association with effect from January 2024 as follows:-

1. Mr Subhash Kumar Sinha, Caretaker Rs7,000+1.000=8.000;
) Mr Chunchun Mahto, Cook Rs2,500+750=3,250;
3. Mr Lalan Mandal, Guard Rs2,000+750=2,750.

AgendaNo. 4 (a) It was decided that due to increased work load temporarily, services of
additional person may be kept for part time as per requirement, on fixed
honorarium of Rs 10,000 (Ten Thousand Only);
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(b) It was decided to organize the 'Patna Mind Fest-2024' under the supervision of
Extra-C;

(c) It was decided to organize the 'Holi Milan' in the IAS Association Bhawan on
22" or 23" March, 2024. The IAS Officers 'Wives' Association may be requested
to join in organizing this function;

(c) It was decided to give old Matresses, Beds, Centre Table, Chairs, ACs, TV,
Geyser, cotto cloths etc to the staff and others on a minimum token amount, as
decided by Secretary.

The meeting ended with thanks of the Chair.

Sd/-13/2/24 Sd/-13/2/24
(Dipak Kumar Singh) Vivek Kumar Singh
Secretary President

Civil Services Meet held on January 7, 2024

At the IAS Bhawan, the IAS Association together with the TASWOA hosted the Civil Services
Meet, 2024, a festive gathering of officers from all India services and Central services along with their
spouses and kids to interact with each other and cement an esprit de corps.

Under the guidance of Mr. Vivek Kumar Singh, President and Mr. Dipak Kumar Singh,
Secretary of the IAS Association, perfect arrangements had been made by Mr. Lokesh Kumar Singh
and his team for the Meet. It was rightly realised that we should go all out to welcome members of
different services, interact with them and make them feel valued. It was also decided to prepare a
database of officers from other All-India services and Central services posted in Bihar. Needless to
say, food and fun games, selfie- point and sundry stalls selling books, handicrafts, artisanal products
under colourful canopies were added to the colour and variety to the gathering .

In fact, the Civil Services Meet had been organised before as well but like much else, the
COVID years had led to its disruption. So coming after a hiatus of many years, there was a craving to
meet and interact, longing to spend time with each other. The day began on an indifferent note with the
sun playing hide and seek but as the day progressed, the sun shone with enough warmth to warm the
cockles of hearts.

Amrapali, Patna understands the taste buds of the civil services fraternity pretty well and it also
understands that much more than the main course, it is starters that take the cake. Its variety of
starters- kababs, tikkas, chillies, nuggets- takes the heart away. For a change, vegetarians too were
catered to aggressively. Waiters served the guests warmly, diligently and repeatedly so much so that
when it came to the main course, guests had had enough of starters to get started with the main course.

The programme began with the formal welcome of the recently promoted 54 IAS officers from
the Bihar Administrative Service. Formally attired in crisp Jodhpuri, it was a solemn occasion for
them and their family members. Mr. Dipak Kumar Singh, Secretary of the Association invited Mr. RU
Singh, Mr. Ashok Chauhan and Mr. MA Ibrahimi Sirs to bless their induction by handing them
souvenirs. The newly promoted officers smilingly came to the stage area one by one with their spouses
and a few with their parents as well. The sense of bonhomie and fraternity was difficult to miss.
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This was followed by members of
different All India services and Central services
being invited by Dipak Sir to introduce
themselves. At this point, Mr. Alok Raj and Miss
ShobhaOhotkar- both senior IPS officers- joined
the stage. Members of the Indian Police Service,
Indian Forest Service, Indian Revenue Service,
Indian Audit and Accounts Service, Indian
Postal Service, Indian Railway Traffic Service,
Indian Railway Personnel Service, Indian
Railway Accounts Service and a few other
services came to the stage arena one after
another, introduced themselves and all of them
effusively and profusely thanked the IAS
Association (Bihar Branch) for organising the
gala gathering and expressed the hope that such
gatherings ought to be organised more often and
by other service associations as well.

Spouses had good times while kids had a
field day. One is not sure why but women/wives
find it much easier to interact with each other
than men/husbands. They are much better at
sharing notes and stories. But the day belonged
to small kids. Done with their cold drinks and
half-eaten, half-abandoned starters, they were
all over the place. Rifle shooting and balloon-
hitting continue to attract kids generation after
generation.

Guests also felt gravitated towards
beautifully erected stalls selling exquisite

%k

products by artisans and handicrafts persons.
Manning one of the stalls was MrKapildeo
Prasad, a Padma Shri awardee for the
BamanButi designs on clothes. JeevikaDidis
had putup a few stalls selling Mithila paintings
and other hand-made products. And it was
heartening to see the book stall doing a brisk
business. Marquez and Murakami, Premchand
and NirmalVerma, AmitavGhosh and Ram
Guha- the book stall was quite eclectic.

Those who are party veterans start eating
food items in the reverse direction. Soft and
syrupy GulabJamuns and Malpuas, almost
heavenly Shahi Toast and MoongHalwa with
exquisite aroma- it is how most of the guests
started. Filling the lunch plate with Puris and
Rice is a bad idea so they followed desserts with
non-vegetarian stuff. Good food on a balmy
winter day induces soporific drowsiness. Guests
began trooping out by 2 PM. But before they
went away, they made acquaintances,
exchanged numbers, promised to remain in
touch, had their selfies at selfie point, listened to
songs rendered by Mr. Alok Raj, IPS and
realised that they had lived a day of their life
very well.

And as usual the last to leave the venue
were Harjot Ma'am and Dipak Sir after
confirming that everyone present there had
lunch!

On request of our Secreatry, Dipak Sir many members brought over old clothes including woolen and
shoes, etc which were on the next day handed over to the NGO Goonj for distribution among the poor
and downtrodden. Likewise, some equipment like Oxygen Cylinders, Oxyflow meters, Oxygen
concentrators etc were donated which Sister Princey of Kurji hospital and Sister Rita Raj of Tripolia

hospital got collected from the IAS Bhawan.

ok ok

As suggested by former chief secretary, Mr VS Dubeya Library has been set up in the IAS
Bhawan and I have got prepared a catalogue of the available books.

— Sanjay Kumar, IAS (2017), Associate Editor
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Transfers and Postings
AT gerAe farmer, fiER TR gr1 foreta sitr@ensit & R

HRART YorrAterss JaT & ugiiErpiiRal @ FATeTedRvl, yeenye, eefd vd sifalRead s

2 H@% et AT A W, ueRemu o afaRad yAR

1. | 121171 /13112023 57 & AU HAR, 9LUH. (1996), A, TE fITT BT 01.01.2021 & T¥1G
T Al WIR BT UG YT I {Ifr F gi=f |

2. | 21174 /13112023 | i <1U& =<, AH.H. (2007) 2T, STHIGAT HRETOTHT fa=11dh 01.12.2023 |
IRy Afea wR § Ui |

3. | 21931,/01.12.2023 Zﬁ;r:'é%mﬁ A, AU, (2007) FQerd, SUHIGT AREVT BT Afgd WR #

I

4. | 22048,/04.12.2023 | %0 Q. TR HAR, ALY, (2000), <@, JTHIOT fadbTE f[HRT 1 Af@, e
Td ST HRETT AT 1 SAfRad IR |

5. | 22209,/06.12.2023 | % UH. WRAT HAR, ALY, (2000), Air@, TTA0T fAbr fI9RT I vae ez,
fIeR 50 @re vd s Syl 7T &1 S1fcriRed R |

6. | 22378,/09.122023 | 3N YA HAR, ALUM. (2021) HT IJHSA USIHNI, 16, Ul & Uq W
TERTT |

7. | 22379,/09.12.2023 | %7 UAIUT HAR, “LUH. (2021) FT ATHSA UTEGR], fEeal, Aer=T & U8 R
TR |

8. | 22380,09.12.2023 | M 31f¥cl qTd, WU, (2021) FT IS TRRIGRY, fIHaTsl, Jgdr™d & Ug
R TR |

9. | 22381,09.12.2023 | G =1, WA, (2021) BT SJHSH UTEDBNRI, RBHRET, Ydi TFIRYT & U
R TR |

10.| 22382 ,/09.12.2023 | G2 WSl UI0SY, AU, (2021) BT IFHSA URTHRI, BRIGAS, IRRAT
@ TS IR TSR |

11.| 22383,/09.12.2023 | g3 Rrarefl e, wud. (2021) F1 rJved URIOGRI, Jalel, ufed
TR & Y& YR USRI |

12.| 22384 ,/09.12.2023 | ST 3@l FUTS], WILUA. (2021) BT FHSH UYRTEBRI, HGAT, Il & U
UR USRI |

13.| 22385,09.12.2023 | 1 G UaTd RiE, MI.UH. (2021) BT IFHS USTRAHRY, SE i1 I, Jgard
@ UG UR TR |

14.| 22386,09.12.2023 | g7 AIRT 3R, ALY, (2021) BT FTHSH UGTDINI, URETS], TAT & U UR
TERTY |

15.| 22387 /09.12.2023 | 51T ATHI AR, AILYH. (2021) BT FJHSA URTHNI, JAFS], THRIYR & U
R TR |

16.| 22827 /18.12.2023 | 3N 3KMeT T, WM. (1994), 3R Afd, W #3) draferg, 73 feell &l
R e TR H YT AT U=fT |

17.| 22828 /18.12.2023 | #71 fa=Ta AR, MU, (1999), WYFT Afd, Fedh URdE iR ISR HAT,
AR TRPR, 73 (Aol DI YeT Aled WR H Yl 9= |

22845 /18.12.2023 | Sfo (STl AR SiF, ALY, (2008), faRIy AfFra, g et e O,

f[8R, U &1 AfId & U U IR &1 01.01.2024 F G |
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Wafera sifre &Y i=ifa, ueRenmus deor sifaRed gywR

19.| 22846,/18.12.2023 | #1 &I FIfcied &=Toll, YL.UA. (2008), o0 gRASHT Fqerd, IR e
IRATSHT RYS, TeT & AfIa & ¥R H f&1d 01.01.2024 F U= |

20. | 22847 ,/18122023 | #fl UV HHAR, WU, (2008), FHIETT Gd STl URTIABRY, HSTHHRYR Bl Fierd
% TR H &A% 01.01.2024 | =AM |

21.| 22848 ,/18.12.2023 | 0 AIReR garer RAE, WU, (2008), SWIIE, T e fa9TT &I |fed &
TR H f&HI® 01.01.2024 3 U |

22.| 22849 /18.12.2023 | STl et @R, MIUN. (2008), e, wiosy fd fdemer, fa fawm
Bl Afd & WX # {16 01.01.2024 3 WA |

23.| 22850,/18.12.2023 | %7 GRE WERI, ALUH. (2008), IQIGWT UGTEBRI, U= FRRoT, IfAT B
fera @ TR # faA 1% 01.01.2024 J UI=Af |

24.| 22851,/18.12.2023 | 1 Wod §d, ALY, (2008), eIy @, TTHI0T BRI T I |fId & WR A
a1 01.01.2024 3 YI=AfT |

25.| 120,/02.01.2024 | #71 fEHAY A, ALY, (2011), FHIT a1y gfARYfad wR, B Ry Ao &
TR H UIH AT 9T |

26. | 121,/0201.2024 | %7 QIR el IFE=, OG0H0 (2011), T SHwwra UfIRgfad w, @ faeiy
fera W= 7 YT U |

27.| 578,/09.01.2024 | Sfo &I ol WIUH. (1995), Y= Afer, AT YR fIHRT BT g
afera, Wt 3T o1 STfarRad U |

28. | 578 /09.01.2024 3 Aigg BAR, LY. (2011), U (FQeres, 19 98K UleR fS¥EIeqee Husil
foafics, uer &f e (&e), Wet farT, &1 srfalRad oW |

29.| 1285,/23.012024 | %0 IJooladd HAR 8, AU (2011), IR FAEH—He—R  Telm
SUSTIRIGTR, TATGT T Hgad Hfera, TTHIOT ST T & U8 UR ua=elTi |

30. | 1286,23.01.2024 | s R M, WIUH. (2011), IR FATGH—HE—NWR Tl SUSIADBR, AT
BT I USITBNI, BICER & UG TR JERATI |

31.| 1287 /23.01.2024 | st erenics 9ER RA=gT, MU, (2011), H3, FAATST HedToT fIWTT & 3w Afera
BT FYAT A2, STl HATE [T9RT & U IR IS0 |

32.| 1288,/23.012024 | % 1@ HFAR 29, ALUH. (2011), H3l, W & Y—acd [T9NT & M Afd B
I URTIBNI, fHher el & Ug UR UaelTu |

33.| 1289,/23.012024 | %7 faea=rer AR, WU, (2011), AGFT & ARYd, TR THAUSH, BURT B
I USTRIBNI, TER9T & U8 IR USRI |

34.| 1290,/23.01.2024 | %7 SOl HAR, ALUH. (2011), IR FTAT IUSIEBRY, YT TS BT FaTad
URTTERRY, HEQRT & UG IR UG |

35.| 1291,/23.01.2024 | #71 7dH, WU, (2013), #30, foT T, arforsg—ax fovmT Ua et &
T & 31T Afera 1 AYad |fed, A H1I 3T, S8R, 9er & ug W
TSR |

36. | 1292,/23.01.2024 | A AT (g, AU, (2013), AYT Ald, TG STl AAEA [T9RT BT Fgard
afera, @rer Ud SUMTaT ReT0T faOIT & Ug UR UeReITu |

37.| 1293,/23.01.2024 | 1 3HU FAR T, ALUH. (2013), SU AP 3MYard, TIYRT Pl daIa%d
URTRIGRI, WIFSAT & Ug UR UG |
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wafera siffre &Y gi=ifa, usvenus qeor sifaRed yvR

38.| 1294 ,/23012024 | # HHCY HAR R, AU, (2013), M W@, Foad, FOoe <o, B8R
IeTT T T FaTa™ RTEB R, YT & Ug UR UaRelTyH |

39.| 1295,/23012024 | 31 FAld FAR—1, 9ITH. (2013), JWR FAEAT (Ad Rrerd
faRo)—wg—Rien @ Rierd FaRe ugiEer), Fe &1 el
TR, IR & Uq TR USwelTu |

40.| 1296,/23.01.2024 | M Ya- HAR RIET, WU, (2013), IR FHATEI—HE—IR Tl IUSIEARRY,
AT TR, AITAER] BT FaIa YRTHHRI, S & Ug UR UGl |

41.| 1297 /23.01.2024 | = FHIST BAR, U, (2013), AR A1, URTE 9T, f[d8R, ge-T & sma
At &1 I IR, FaTaT & Ug IR YaReITu |

42.| 1298/23.012024 | SRl ISl UATE, AIUH. (2013), f[9RTT A Rieprad FaRvr q=miEer],
AR U 39T &1 Sgad aftd, 9Meg U faamT & 98 W
&I |

43.| 1299 /23.01.2024 | et Afiar Rig, MU, (2014), faR S ueIfEaRY, Wrer SuHIadr HReroT
fIIT T AT Aferd, oY STel WA fa9RT & Ug UR UeeITo |

44.| 1300/23.012024 | #0 9G¥ HAR, 9LU.H. (2014), IU AP IR, JUId BT dQGWT UGTEBR],
T & U TR YEReATI |

45.| 1271,/23.01.2024 | =0 G AR, AIUH. (2008), TEIEKT YRTEHNI, URFH TR, Jirar &
afera, A I {9, fAER, e & Ug 0k Ue=eiuH |

46. | 1272/23.012024 | 1 fHey Aes), “UA. (2011), W AR (id  Rrdrad
AR —E—RTer did Riera MaReT YeIfer], Jaa & Sgad e,
RIS U A GoIR 9T, fd8R, ge1 & Ug UR ey |

47.| 1273 /23012024 | 0 A= FAR 8, AU, (2013), TYa AlIa, AT UG STTGD [N BT
TR R, AR & U8 TR JaeII |

48.| 1274 /23012024 | S Ifear Rig, WIUd. (2014) FT QO URTOGN], A<l & Uq W
TERITYA |

49. | 1275,/23.01.2024 | 1 Aol (8, 99, (2017), TR Y, <] B [F22b, 9 & I
FATIA fIRT & Ug UR UG=IT |

50. | 1276 ,/23.01.2024 | SN faemet A<, MU, (2017), SU fAH™ MY, AL BT F32®, dHADH!
I ST fI9TT & U IR UGeiTuH |

51.| 1277,/23.01.2024 | 1 MR FEH, AU, (2017), TR Jgad, YORT B HIH A, TR
fap™T Ud S77aTd fI9TT & U8 U= UGRITyH |

52.| 1278,/23.01.2024 | % IR FAR ANR, ALUH. (2017) TR AGe, ANTYR BT FIad Ao,
ST fdIT & U8 TR USRI |

53.| 1279,/23.01.2024 | 57 3Ifal FAR, WU, (2017), IU IHrT Mg, ufed T=aRor, T &
RS e, [IER Tew =T GRS, e & U IR UaRelTuH |

54.| 1280,/23.01.2024 | %7 YTR A<, AU, (2018), IU AP MY, AT, ARARM BT TR
Y, AT & IS UR UG |

55.| 1281,/23.012024 | #i (it AR A8, MLU.H. (2018), SU ISR STYar, HUAYRT BT TR YT,
HARTAYR & Y& IR TEReATI |
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wafera siffre &Y gi=ifa, usvenus qeor sifaRed yvR

56. | 1282,/23.01.2024 | S UfHT MW, 9MIUH. (2018), SU fAdr SMgad, S &1 SU fAad
3TTYer, Uf¥erd TR, AT & Ue UR JEReiTIH |

57.| 1283,/23.01.2024 | G AMEHAT =N, ALY, (2020), FTATSE YRTIBR], THIT HER BT FJHSA
TRTIRIDHTRY, AT, JRITell & UG IR UGRATI |

58.| 1284,/23.01.2024 | M SIURN HAR, ALY, (FATYKT), TGLATIT D UelIel H, BT IY [dhT Agad,
A B UG UR UG |

50. | 1549,/26.01.2024 | %7 3RfA~= FAR AMERY, AU, (1995), VeI e, <7 faWTT T v |feE,
ITHIT I FIRT BT Q1R UWR |

60. | 1550,/26.01.2024 | #T & Wi FAR, WU, (1996), Y& fed, € faumT, f[A8R, g &1 vam
afera, Ao gd fadra favmT, f9gR, e & Ug oR ey |

61.| 1551,/26.01.2024 | 3 Udhol GAR, YUY, (1997), YT Afa, fUsst aif v 1fct fwer a7 wearor
T T wer Afa, ol ey AT fa9TT & Ug U Ue=eiTy |

62. | 1552,/26.01.2024 | STl FHMT UUA., 9IUA. (1997), YT Afed, TeURieId Hedror fam,
S8R, UCHT &7 MR WS, ST UNE, ST & U IR JEATI |

63. | 1553,/26.01.2024 | %M UF0 ARG BAR, U4, (2000), 2@, YRI0T faepra fO9mT, f[98R, ge= &1
Aferd, gTer Td SUHTRT HReTOT faTT & U UR UeRITu |

64.| 1554,/26.01.2024 | # UG UI0SH, WIUH. (2006), Feerd, awd, adhdar &1 Afyd, Y@
QIR fITT & U8 UR UG |

65.| 1555,26.01.2024 | #7 <IUP 3=, WIU.M. (2007), e, SUATEGAT HRET0T, GTel Qd ITHIE
Regor fMTT &1 aferd (@), fad favmT, f9ER, U & Ug oR U=y |

66. | 1556,26.01.2024 | 1 Al AR, HLUA. (2007), JYad, YfoTaT wovsd, Yo &1 |fa, fwst
I G AfT BT T Hedror fI9TT & U8 o= eIy |

67.| 1557 /26.01.2024 | W0 IRdl, WIUH. (2007), AfTa, AT YA favmT &1 Afd, sreqdes
BT fIIRT & U UR JaRITI |

68. | 1558,/26.01.2024 | 3N YU HAR, ALY (2008), FHTE Ud T URTRIGRI, JOTHFHIYR BT A<,
T8 faMmT, fI8TR, UeHT & Ug UR UeRelo |

69.| 1559,/26.01.2024 | il fret® @eR, WIUA. (2008), fAcered, wiasy [fY fceme, fa fawm
BT THUSAR YT, DT THUSH, HERAl & UG TR USRI |

70.| 1560,/26.01.2024 | % HSI §d, WA, (2008), A, UTHIOT BRI TN BT YHISHT MY,
9o yHvSH, YOI & Ug UR USRI |

71.| 1561,/26.01.2024 | 1 @Y HAR I, WU, (2010), fI2Iy A2, U Ud A AATE 3T BT
ey Afa, o vd e fOqRT & U IR ueReTad |

72.| 1562,/26.01.2024 | 3 TG HAR, ALY, (2011), I HRIUTAD YRTEBRI, (SHIepT) BT fFaer,
fIER HUETer, UeHT & Ug U UaelTu |

73.| 1563,/26.01.2024 | 1 5F UHTET (5, MUH. (2013), SU FRed, 47 A & WA BT,
Hored Afuared &1 e, wiosy e fAeeme, foa o @ oe =
USRI |

74.| 1564,/26.01.2024 | 7 fATeT XIS, AU, (2017), Fee, Tb-NIb! fd™I, ST AWM 1 15
TRaE Mg, f[a8R, g1 &1 3ifRed U9 |
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Photo Gallery
Glimpses of Civil Services Meat on 7-1-2024

A Ladies' Group An Officers' Group

Glimpses of Farewell / Wecome to Chief Secretaries on 4-3-2024

(L-R) Santosh Mall, Harjot Kaur, Ravi Manubhai Parmar, A general View the Farewell Function organized by
Chaitanya Prasad (new Dev Commr), Vivek Kumar Singh IAS Association in the Conference Hall of Main Secretariat
(outgoing Dev Commr, Aamir Subahani (Outgoing CS),
Brajesh Mehrotra (New CS), KK Pathak, Dipak Kumar Singh,
Sandeep Poundrik, B Rajendra.



Photo Gallery

Glimpses of Farewell / Wecome to Chief Secretaries on 4-3-2024

K K Pathak greeting the outgoing CS, Aamir Subahani K K Pathak Welcoming the new CS, Brajesh Mehrotra

Presentation of Prayaas Release of Prayaas-4/2023 on 15-12-2023
njﬁﬂﬂ“{‘ ‘w FPRUL ATa e v ——

I

Hon'ble Bihar Governor, Mr Rajendra Vishwanth Arlekar (L-R) Sanjay Kumar (Associate Editor), Naveen Verma,

receiving in the Raj Bhawan a copy of the current Issue RU Singh (Principal Editor), VS Dubey (Chief Guest),
of Prayaas Magzine from Principal Editor, RU Singh GS Prasad, Deepak Anand (Editor) and
on January 21, 2024. Dipak Kumar Singh (Secretary, IAS Association)
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