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Dear Colleagues,

Here I am again with the next issue of
Prayaas for January-March 2026. Thanks
are due to Dipak Kumar Singh and the
Editor, Sanjay Kumar for their help in
finalising this Edition of the Magazine.

This quarter has been marked with the Birth
Anniversaries of Swami Vivekananda and Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose on 12 and 23 January, and of Chhtrapati
Shivaji Maharajon 19 February.

It makes me feel proud to state that Vinod Gunjial, N
Thiagarajan, Surabh Jorwal, Roshan Kushwaha, Anand
Sharma and Anshul Kumar have been awarded National
Electoral Awards for election management by the President
of India. Also, kudos to B Rajender has earned ISO
certification for the GAD as its ACS.

I feel happy to record that Jayant Dasgupta (IAS-
1981) who acquired deep knowledge and experience after
working in the WTO has succinctly analysed the pros and
cons of the Indo-US Deal in an article being carried in this
issue.

Attractive events were jointly organised by Sanjay
Kumar Singh and Harjot Kaur, Secretary of the IAS and
IASOW Association to celebrate the New Year on 10 Jan
and Holi Milan on 28 February 2026. LUQ 1

(RU Singh, IAS-Retd.)

Principal Editor

(Mobile: 91133-04025)

[Email: rusingh61@gmail.com])
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From Secretary's Desk

Dear Colleagues,

The Sun shone warm after a long chill on the mid-day of 10th January, when
the members and their families met for a new year gala on the IAS Bhawan lawns.
The young and the senior members warmed up to one another over local delicacies,
ladies found perfect spot for selfies and the children chirped through the day to our heart’s delight.

The world seemed to be crawling out of the shadow of doom that was 2025, a year of war, more
war-mongering, skirmishes, acrimony and hyperbole. India avenged the death of its innocent
civilians in Pahalgam by striking first at the heart of terror and later pulverising the crucial air
defences of Pakistan. The five-day Operation Sindoor seemed like a logical evolution of India’s
counter-terrorism doctrine gradually stepping up from the surgical strike of 2016 to Balakot strike of
2019 now culminating in Operation Sindoor with ominous consequences to Pakistan. It eliminates
the distinction between terrorist groups and its state sponsors making latter the legitimate target for
the former’s misadventures.

In 2026, India overcame a quarter-long moodswings of market triggered by the hyperbole of a
howling global hegemon by remaining stoic yet steadfast in protecting its trade interests and
independence. Our negotiating prowess built on robust foundations of economy saw a reduction in
US tariffto 18%. Pride on the port, strength on the starboard, prosperity ahoy.

At home in Bihar, the Government has presented a budget of 3.47 lakh crores as a testament to
core strengths of'its economy.

When this issue goes in print, India is hosting AI Impact Summit in New Delhi where 20 heads
of State, 60 ministers and 500 global Al leaders have descended to learn, showcase, deliberate,
collaborate and innovate on Al. The summit, the first Al gathering to be hosted in global south, is
anchored in the philosophy of “Sarvjan Hitaya, Sarvjan Sukhaya” reflecting India’s commitment to
harnessing Al for human- centric progress and inclusive development. The officers of the
Government of Bihar are attending it with inquisitive fervour so that a suite of Al solutions may be put
to best use in governance framework. With GCC Policy and Semiconductor policy in place, Bihar has
signed MoU for establishment of a research park in Patna plus a Centre of Excellence in Al in IIT
Patna campus. MoUs with RedCyber, GrowQR, CIPL and many more may mark the advent of
resurgent Bihar.

Bihar, having met with the infrastructural pre-requisites, has set out on a path of industrial
development meeting industry tycoons, prospective investors and start-ups with a sincerity of
purpose and ready to walk an extra mile as an enabler. Under the inspiration from H’ble CM, the Chief
Secretary and the Secretary, Industry and his team are working day and night to see Bihar as an
industrialised state. The team is ready for a long haul.
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The members of the association, both serving and retired, have or have had a remarkable
contribution in the development of the nation. As the days pass by, let this contribution peak; and so be
the God’s wish.

Sincerely yours,

(Sanjay Kumar Singh)
Secretary, IAS Officers' Association, Bihar Branch

Feb 17, 2026
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Dear Colleagues,

As 2026 descended with unrequited resolutions of the last year and freshly minted
ones of its own, one is tempted to wish all the resolve and tenacity for the realisation of
Resolutions: resolutions that speak of the nobility of intentions; resolutions intent upon
turning us into better, nay the best versions of ourselves; resolutions that could make
the world a much better place to live in.

But the problem is resolutions have a way of losing their way in the quagmire of
human frailties and torments of amnesia. This happens year after year. That is the tragic
fate of a resolution. It reverberates in the post-resolution immediacy of January, echoes
distantly in a calendar-challenged February, recedes through the ides of March,
founders uncertainly through the spring of April, sizzles in May, singes in June, gets
drenched in July, sputters in August, meanders indifferently in September, flounders in
October, turns into a distant memory in November and morphs beyond recognition in
December. No one puts it better than Oscar Wilde. "Good resolutions are useless
attempts to interfere with scientific laws. Their origin is pure vanity. Their result is
absolutely nil. They give us, now and then, some of those luxurious sterile emotions
that have a certain charm for the weak.... They are simply cheques that men draw on a
bank where they have no account." Given the fate of resolutions, may your troubles last
as long as your resolutions.

Be that as it may, we at PRAYAAS have been striving to make it more inclusive,
more eclectic and more interesting. We express our sincere gratitude to senior members
of the fraternity including Mr. Ashok Kumar Choudhary, Mr. Anup Mukharjee, Mr.
Jayant Dasgupta, Mr. M. A. Ibrahimi for having shared their ideas and reminiscences
with us. The write-up on Delhi by Adya Singh- daughter of Mr. Vivek Kumar Singh-
was very well received. We look forward to getting contributions from the offspring of
esteemed members in order to capture their yearnings and longings. As Kahlil Gibran
«  putsitso lyrically, "Your children are not your children, they are sons and daughters of
- life'slonging foritself."

At the same time, we look forward to receiving contributions for PRAYAAS from
young members of the fraternity. It is one area which remains largely unrepresented.
And thatis when they are in possession of goldmine of stories.

Editorially yours

February 12, 2026 (Sanjay Kumar)
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Memoirs

1858
[Part-4]

John Beames
(1837-1902)
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Excerpts from 'Memoirs of a Bengal Civilian'

The Tedious Journey to Gujrat in the Punjab:

Then they all shrieked and howled and
one smote the pony under the belly,
whereupon, with a snorting cry, a kick, and a
plunge which nearly burst the old rotten
mess, he started off at a breakneck speed.
This was rather alarming the carriage
swayed and rocked from side to side and
came at times perilously near the edge of the
road, which, being raised some height above
the country on either side, affords facilities
for an upset. The pony soon, however,
subsided into a loping canter which he kept
up till the end of the stage where a fresh pony
was put in with the same ceremonies.
Sometimes when a more obdurate animal
than usual refused to start on being slapped
on his belly, they fastened a leathern twitch
round his upper lip and dragged him till he
moved of his own accord. Somehes they
even resorted to the extreme measure of
bringing a lighted ~sp of straw and putting it
under the pony's belly. If even this failed, as
it sometimes did, they took the pony out and
put in another. Every ten miles was a change
ofponies, and each stage took about an hour.

Thus I went on all night, sleeping
soundly, and thus I travelled for many days
and nights, reading, dozing, looking at the
scenery, stopping from time to time at the
numerous staging bungalows for breakfsst
or dinner. The Grand Trunk Road was then a
magmficent, broad, level, well metalled road
with staging bungalows every fifteen miles
where travellers could get meals and sleep if
they wished to do so. At Topichanchi in the
Sonthal Hills just below the grand towering
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peak of Parasnath

I met my old acquaintance Lundgren,
the Swedish artist, who was returning from
the upper Provinces with several huge
portfolios full of sketches. I stopped a couple
of days at Benares and saw the beautiful
sacred city, also at Allahabad, then a chaotic,
half-built place; the new station of
Cannington having only recently been
founded by Lord Canning. The Government
of the North-Westem Provinces was just
then in process of being transferred to
Allahabad from Agra, and all was confusion.
Part of the vast mass of offices and records
had arrived, and part was still on its way.

Here there was a bit more railway by
which [ travelled as far as Cawnpore where it
left off again. The fading daylight lasted long
enough to enable me to take a hurried glance
at the ghastly place; a desolate, sandy waste
it then was. The dreadful, well was marked
by a few boards, the walls of the roofless
houses were riddled with shot and tottering
ruins, dust, flies, evil odours and general
misery and distress were all one could see. A
rough sort of hotel had been formed out of
the ruins of an old mess-house where they
gave us a very atrocious dinner, after which I
got into my 'dak gari' fell asleep, glad to get
away from the horrible place. I spent a
pleasant day at Agra seeing the Taj and
Akbar's tomb at Sikandra, and went on to
Bulandshahr, a pleasant leafy station, the
headquarters of the district where Elliot had
been appointed Assistant Magistrate and
Collector. He was in camp some miles off




and I had to go a long distance in a palki, and
found him at last in tents with Charles Currie
the Collector. I had a very pleasant time for
five days with them, riding about the district,
and learning a great deal about the work, and
then travelled on again through Delhi and
Ambala to Lahore, where I reported myself
and was admitted to an interview with Sir
Robert Montgomery, the Lieutenant-
Governor, 1 also then saw for the first time
Mr Richard Temple. Sir John Lawrence had
just left for England. I was appointed to be
Assistant Commissioner of the district of
Gujrat, and ordered to go there at once.

The problem now was - where was
Gujrat, and how could one get to it? By dint
of much inquiry, I found that it was some
seventy miles off on the way to Peshawar.
No dak garis could run on that road as it was
a mere unformed mass of mud and sand. So
after engaging a khansaman or butler, and
leaving my heavy luggage with him to bring
after me, I went to the Post Office one
evening at 6 p.m. and secured a seat on the
mail cart. This turned out to be a small box
painted red, on two wheels. The top of the
box was divided into two seats, front and
back, by an iron rod, so contrived that at
every jolt it caught the passenger sharply in
the small of the back, inflicting acute pain.
One small pony was harnessed between the
shafts, and a second outside the near shaft,
after the manner of a Russian droshky. I was
allowed to carry a small valise weighing ten
pounds. The driver wore a postin or
sheepskin jacket with the wool inwards, and
kept on perpetually blowing a bugle to warn
the wayfarers. He drove like Jehu the son of
Nimshi: he never slackened speed, and very
nearly drove over everyone and everything
he met. Thus we went on all night long, on
and on, jolting and bumping over the rough,
half-finished road. The night was bitterly

cold, and I, clad to suit the warm climate of
Calcutta, was almost frozen through.
Towards three in the morning we crossed the
broad sandy bed of the Chenab and after
seven more miles of the agonizing bumping
and the piercing cold we suddenly stopped in
the mist at a little lonely post-house on a
broad plain. A sleepy policeman with a
lantern came out and took the mail bags, and
the coachman threw down my valise and
bowing asked me for a tip. As I looked
surprised he explained that this was Gujrat! [
gave him his fee, got down, and stood
stupidly staring while the driver gave a
terrific blast on his bugle, lashed his horses,
and vanished into the darkness, leaving me
half-frozen, bewildered and aching in every
limb by the roadside at Gujrat at four in the
morning of the 7th March 1859. It had taken
me twenty-four days from Calcutta, about
sixteen of which were spent in actual
travelling. Nowadays the journey takes three
days only. The distance by road is about
1,250 miles or perhaps a little more.

It was now necessary, as the first thing,
to find a roof to shelter myself' under and as
in an Indian station the dak bungalow is the
stranger's natural home. The night was so
dark and the fog so thick that nothing could
be seen, but we seemed to be standing on the
edge of a broad, flat plain with no houses or
trees near us; no signs in fact of any
inhabited place. But my policeman putting
my valise on his head stepped out across the
plain, requesting 'my Honour to do itself the
grace to follow its slave.' After going a short
distance we came suddenly on a wall with a
door or two in it. Here a greasy, half-dressed
Musulman with a smoky native lamp opened
the door. I saw a room within and a bed in it
on which 1 incontinently flung myself
dressed as I was, and fell asleep
immediately.

oo
— Part-5 To be continued in the next Issue
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Ghare-Baire

The India-US Framework for an
Interim Trade Agreement for reciprocal
trade and mutual benefit has attracted a
lot of attention in the media as well as in
Parliament in recent days. In this piece,
we try to list out the positives and
negatives for India in the agreement as
well as the possible reasons for the US to
finally agree to a deal giving up its earlier
hardline stand on agricultural product
access to India.

It would be useful to recount the 3
foundational principles of the WTO
(World Trade Organisation) in respect of
tariffs, which are: (a) No country would
fix a higher tariff for a product than its
commitment made to other WTO
members (known as bound tariff
commitment), (b) Most Favoured Nation
(MFN) treatment, which enjoins that a
country will impose the same tariff on all
other WTO members unless there is an
FTA or some other WTO compliant tariff
concession (e.g. GSP) agreed upon with
another member/(s) which allows
differential treatment and, (3) Once a
good is cleared by customs on payment of
tariff, it will get the same tax treatment as
similar domestically produced goods.

In addition to these, the WTO lays
down that a Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
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The India-US Trade Deal — Balanced or Lopsided?

between a developed country and another
country has to cover “substantially all the
trade” between them. Though this has not
been subject to judicial interpretation, it
is generally accepted that substantial
coverage implies 95% or more of
bilateral trade comprising both goods and
services. Also, an interim trade
agreement is permitted by the WTO
between two countries, for a period not
exceeding 10 years (unless there are
exceptional circumstances to be
explained to the WTO membership), only
for the formation of a customs union or a
free trade arca. However, such an interim
agreement shall include a plan and
schedule for the formation of a customs
union or free trade area.

President Trump's reciprocal and
punitive tariffs have violated the MFN
principle as well as the bound tariff
principle of the WTO. Hence they are
totally WTO incompatible.

Since the US has not allowed fresh
nominations to the 7 member permanent
Appellate Body (AB) of the WTO since
2017, the AB has stopped functioning
from 2019. Hence even if a country gets a
favourable ruling from a Dispute
Settlement Panel (the lower stage dispute
adjudicating body in the WTO) on its
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complaint against another country, the
WTO cannot intervene till the appeal is
disposed of and thus there is no redress
available at the moment.

The average bound tariff commit-
ment for the US at the WTO is around
3%, albeit with some high tariffs for
garments, leather products, ceramics etc.
Countries trading with the US (the
world's largest importer at $3.3 trillion in
2024) at reciprocal tariffs far higher than
the US bound rate commitments, have
the choice to complain ineffectually
against the US actions at the WTO or
continue to trade at the higher tariff
levels. Only a handful of countries,
including China, have challenged the
Trump tariffs, while continuing to trade
with the US at the reciprocal tariffs.

Except for China, all major
countries have entered into bilateral trade
agreements (which are coercive deals and
not FTAs) with the US to get their initial
reciprocal tariffs reduced. As a result of
these deals, the UK has ended up with
10% tariffs, the EU, Japan and Korea
15% each and Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia etc in the
range of 19-20%. Many of these
countries have also agreed to import large
quantities of US goods and services
and/or to invest large sums in the US.

India's goods exports were around
$87 billion and imports from the US $45
billion before the Trump tariffs. An initial
reciprocal tariff of 25% followed by an
additional punitive tariff of 25% was

imposed on India for buying Russian oil.
It needs to be noted that the US has not
imposed punitive tariffs on China and the
EU for buying Russian oil and gas,
though China is the largest buyer of such
oil and the EU the largest buyer of
Russian gas.

The reciprocal and punitive tariffs
had been applied to around 55% of India's
export products by value. These included
all the labour intensive products like
textiles and clothing, leather, gems and
jewellery, marine products etc. The
imposition of these tariffs is estimated to
have cost up to twenty lakh jobs directly
and indirectly in these industries. Also
India's exports to the US have shrunk by
22% between May and December 2025
because of the tariffs. This represents a
substantial loss of trade as well as jobs.

By signing the framework for the
Interim Trade Agreement, India has
chosen to ignore the violation of the
WTOQO's foundational principles as well as
the WTO disciplines for signing FTAs.
India has taken this step to protect its
labour intensive industries from taking
more pain and loss of business.

The good thing about the Interim
Agreement is that India has successfully
shielded its vulnerable agriculture
products and has managed to lower the
reciprocal tariffs below those of Vietnam,
Indonesia, Bangladesh and Pakistan etc.
which are its competitors in the labour
intensive products. As regards the latest
concession given by the US to
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Bangladesh to lower tariffs to zero for
garments produced from US cotton or
manmade fibres, India may also get a
similar concession in the final agreement.

A few of the negative features of this
deal are:- (i)Trump has issued an
Executive Order by which he has
conditionally withdrawn the punitive
tariff of 25% stating that India has
committed not to buy any Russian oil.
India has not confirmed the US assertion.
(i1) India has committed to eliminate or
reduce tariffs on all US industrial
products and some agricultural products.
There is no US commitment to reduce its
reciprocal tariff from 18%. Thus this is
patently an unequal deal. (ii1) The US has
asserted that India's export policy
towards non market economies,
including investments and export
controls, will have to be aligned with the
US. (iv) Despite its assertions regarding
the imports of $500 billion US goods in 5
years, removal of digital services tax etc.,
the US has subsequently modified its
statements in the fact sheets issued by it
to align more closely with the Indian
view. (v) By being a silent but willing
partner and furthermore by signing the
interim trade agreement with the US,
India is guilty of compromising on its
long held commitment to the multilateral
rules based trading system, viz. the
WTO.

The answer as to why the US has
finally agreed to sign the framework

Prayaas

agreement, even though the Indian offers
had been available to it for the past few
months, could be a mix of the following
factors:- (1) the US realised that India
would not budge from its core interests
and cave in, (ii) the India EU FTA had
created pressure from US business
lobbies to seal a deal with India quickly.
(i11) Some of the Republicans are
apprehending defeat at the mid-term polls
in the US in November 2026 because of
Trump's tariff policies and want to see a
more stable and settled policy.

The details of the Interim Agree-
ment are going to be negotiated over the
next few weeks as stated by the Indian
Commerce Secretary. It is expected to be
a difficult negotiation and realistically
speaking take more time than just a few
weeks. We will have to wait till the
interim agreement is out to carry out a
more detailed analysis.

There is one factor, which has the
potential to change the rules of the game
completely. This is the pending ruling of
the US Supreme Court, on the issue of
whether President Trump's tariffs are
covered under the US International
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 1977
or are without jurisdiction sans US
Congress approval. The US Supreme
Court had heard the matter on 5"
December 2025 and had reserved its
ruling. Now that the SC has delivered the
judgement trumping Trumpian tariffs,
the plot gets thicker and murkier.



Institutions

Spadework

RERA Bihar (Bihar Real State
Regulatory Authority) has been, over the
past one year, trying to coordinate with
the district administration, through
divisional interactions, to bring about a
concerted effort to make Real Estate
(Regulatory and Development) Act
effective. Till now, the Authority has
organised five divisional level workshops
for awareness and sensitisation of the
officials from 20 districts, urban local
bodies and registration department
officials about the cardinal provisions of
the RERD and related Acts and their
expected role for its effective
implementation on the ground.

In these meetings feedback was also
taken about main areas of their respective
districts where apparent violation of the
Act was taking place. In addition to this,
bespoke formats were also shared with
districts 1in which field officials,
particularly those engaged in land
revenue related works, were requested
for submission of monthly reports on
violations.

Once the preliminary information
was collected, the technical teams of
RERA Bihar were assigned the task of
identifying the spots by using satellite
imagery and prepare the Keyhole
Markup Language (KML) files for

Vivek Kumar Singh
IAS (1989)
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,_ ‘ Bihar RERA - Imagery Based Inspections (BR-IBI)

A Tech-based tool for enhancing RERA Compliances:

keeping a digital record of the identified
sites. In the preliminary information
itself the exact longitude and latitude of
the identified spots are mentioned for
direct access to the location during the
field visits.
Action

After identification of spots and
collection of preliminary data,
coordination with the district
administration was done for carrying out
the ground truthing work. The officials of
the district administration and members
of technical teams of RERA Bihar
undertook the field visit jointly. They
visited sites and collected all possible
information, including name of the
project, name of the promoter, estimated
land area being developed etc. A dossier
was prepared and the same was also
shared with the District Magistrate
concerned for further action which
included collecting authentic
information about the land record details
like name of village (Mauza), name of
landowner, Khata Number and Plot
Number etc. from the Government
records and also about the further steps,
including awareness generation, to be
taken up to check violations.

So far joint survey of identified spots
has been done in three districts - Saran,
Bhagalpur and Purnea - which was
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followed by coordination with the land
revenue officer of the area for obtaining
desired data.

Based on collected evidence,
Section Three Violation (STV)
proceedings have been started. In fact,
orders in STV cases of Saran have also
been delivered by the Authority and a
penalty of about Rs. 1.35 crore has been
imposed against ten defaulters who were
doing plotted development projects
without getting them registered with
RERA Bihar.

Hearing in STV cases of Bhagalpur
and Purnea too are in advanced stage and
orders are expected soon. Also, more
rounds of survey work under the BR-IBI
initiative are expected to be launched in
other districts in coming months.

RERA Bihar, however, has not kept
its role limited to taking penal action
only and rather adopted a board-
spectrum approach which also entails
making the stakeholders aware of the
relevant provisions of the Act.
Awareness generation billboards have
been erected in surveyed areas so that the
prospective home/plot buyers and
developers as well. While from the plot
buyers' perspective, these billboards
would safeguard them against falling

prey to the attractive advertisements,
from the developers' perspective these
would encourage them to follow the
provisions of the Act before launching
any project. In addition to this, RERA
Bihar has also been airing radio jingles
and publishing newspaper advertise-
ments for awareness generation about
RERA Actacross the State.
Gist

Putting effective check on violation
of Section 3 of RERD Act calls for a pro-
active approach. With Real Estate
Regulatory Authorities across the
country working with limited resources,
involvement of field machinery of State
Government appears imperative to keep
tab on the developments taking place on
the ground. RERA Bihar is working on
this very premise and it may be said from
its experience gained from sensitisation
workshops and follow up steps, that
awareness generation and coordinated
steps in association with the local
administration are very important for
effective implementation of the Act.
RERA Bihar aspires to cover all the
major districts under BRBIB by the end
of this financial year. We, hope to
enhance compliances and registrations
by adopting this tech-based approach.

< Vivek Kumar Singh is presently the Chairman of RERA, Bihar >
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Policy Matters

Mihir Kumar Singh
IAS (1993)
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My Experiments with Economics

In 2008, I went on a mid-career study program and enrolled in Masters program
in Economic Policy Management in Columbia University, New York. The insights
gained from study of Economics were used in a number of innovations in the
government to improve its working and to gain results. Here are a few of my
experiments using Economic theories/insights in Civil Administration.

Information Asymmetry and Credit Risk Management

in Loans to Government Servants

George Akerlof and Joseph
Stiglitz, the Nobel prize winners in
Economics 1n 2001, talk about
information asymmetry in markets
showing how unequal information
between parties in a transaction
(buyers/sellers/ lenders/borrowers) leads
to market inefficiencies or even market
failures. George Akerlof in his essay on
"The Market for Lemons" focused on
different levels of information in used car
markets between the seller, who has more
information and the buyer who has less
information about the car and how it
leads to the problem of 'adverse selection'
by which the good car owners get lesser
price in used car markets and are
generally pushed out of the market.
Stiglitz in his research with Michael
Rothschild based his analysis on the
insurance market in USA and analysed
risk behaviour of the customers and the
response of the insurance companies,
wherein they found that insurance
companies charged all insurance

customers more due to the challenge of
identifying customers with health
problems. Stiglitz indicated that
mechanisms for overcoming information
asymmetry can be developed through
incentives and the government has a role
in that.’

During my tenure as Secretary in
Finance Department, Government of
Bihar (2009-2012), I found a similar
situation in the loans' market for
Government Servants. In the early 2000s,
the employees of the State Government
were not having any specific
arrangements for loans like Housing
Loans or Loans for Vehicles. The Bihar
budget used to have a small fixed amount,
usually less than Rs.10 crores as the
budget provision for giving housing
loans to its employees and this was
usually given to the employees on first
come first served basis on the basis of
seniority of the officer/employee.
Naturally, every year less than a 100
employees were able to take advantage of
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the housing loan facility.

The rest of the employees used to
go to banks to avail of the facility of
housing loans. The Banks in turn treated
these government employees at par with
other loan seekers and gave them loan
usually at an interest rate which was
around 2-2.5% higher than the lowest
rate (called Base Rate in those days). The
Government employees used to go from
Bank to Bank in search of lower interest
rates and often faced rejection from a
number of Banks due to non standardized
procedures. At the same time, there was
anissue of recovery of loans as well. I had
noticed during my district tenures that the
bankers used to write to the government
employers for recovery of loans from
errant government employees who were
not repaying their loans in time.

To sum up, the state government
was facing a budget constraint in
providing loans to its employees and the
employees were not getting housing loan
as per their demand. On the other hand,
the banks were facing problems of non
realisation of loans from certain
government employees who were not
repaying the loan and were constrained to
write to the government employer for its
realisation. However, this was without
any result, as the employer had no
leverage on the employee due to a lack of
provision for government to intervene
except moral suasion. This resulted in
change in the banks' perception
andincrease in credit risk of all

Prayaas

government employees as a whole,
resulting in the government servants
being treated at par with other private
loan seekers and being offered loans at
higher interest rates.

I noticed that this was a classic
case of asymmetric information flow
leading to a 'trust-gap' between this
particular group of government
employees and the banks, which led to
'adverse selection'. While the banks used
to participate in RBI sponsored State
Development Loans (SDL) and offered
loans to the state at a slightly higher rate
than the Central Government Securities
(G- Sec), the employees of the State
Government, who were getting regular
government salaries every month and
served till 60 years which is their
retirement age, were getting loans at a
much higher rate due to the perceived
higher repayment risk by the banks.

The instrument introduced by the state
government was a small one but it created
a win-win situation for all the parties and
thus incentivized compliance by all. A tri-
partite agreement was designed between
the government employee, the Bank and
the employer (Government) where the
government acted only as a 'guarantor’
and repayment of the loan was ensured by
the employer by deducting from the
monthly salary of the employee. The
employee was free to take an insurance
for security of the loan during his
lifetime, failing which the Government
would ensure repayment of loan from



Leave Encashment and GPF/Gratuity
payable to the employee. The agreement
was binding even in the case of transfer of
the employee and was linked to CBS
salary account of the employee. In turn,
the Bank was expected to reduce the
loaning rate to the minimum - just a few
basis points above the Base Rate, waive
the processing charges and reduce the
paper work to agreed standard
documentation.”

As a result of this innovation, the
Government could overcome its budget
constraint in providing housing loan to its
employees, the Banks' challenge of
assured repayment was solved and the
credit risk of government employees
wasreduced and the employees could get
housing loans at pre-disclosed and
cheaper rates than the market.
Standardization of loan agreements and
supporting papers reduced harassment of
employees and improved perception of
the Banks. The approval of the State
Cabinet was taken on this proposal in the
month of May 2011 and it immediately
created a vast new market of housing loan
for government employees.

The immediate result of the
acceptance of this new mode of

TR TN

References:

Public Sector Banks.
SLBC —Data on Housing Loan in Bihar, 2025.

availability of house loans to the
government employees resulted in
challenge to the monopoly of State Bank
of India in housing loan as other Public
Sector Banks like Punjab National Bank,
Central Bank and Bank of India surged
ahead in this new market. As a result, the
housing loan market in Bihar expanded
four times (from approximately 4000
crores in 2010-11 to 16405 crores in
2020-21, out of which a major share was
that of government employees). The
percentage share of Housing Loan in the
total credit, given in the state increased
from approximately 6.23% (2016) to
10.51% (2021), which in turn
contributed is raising of the C.D. ratio of
the state as well.’

The scheme became so successful that it
was gradually accepted by all the State
Governments of India within a span of a
decade and finally by the Government of
India. Now a days, all Banks offer
housing loans to Government Servants at
a discounted rate as per their corporate
policy, and all Public Sector Banks have
come up recently with salary packages
wherein housing loan is added up with
incentives like insurance benefits and
free remittances.

1. Nobelprize.org - the Nobel Citation for George Akerlofand Joseph Stiglitz.
2.  Government of Bihar, Finance Department Resolution No. 6676 dated 21.07.2011, regarding
"Facilitation of Housing Loan to Permanent Government Employees of the State Government through
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Book Review

Ashok Kumar Choudhary @ \
Ex-CS

Human Rights : Law and Practice
by Jatindra Kumar Das

'Human Rights Law and Practice' by Jatindra Kumar Das is an ambitious work
that attempts to bridge doctrinal exposition and practical application in the uneasy,
often contested field of human rights. The book is timed to a long-standing and
intensifying conversation in India - and internationally - about how rights are claimed,
protected, and enforced in the face of socio-economic realities, state power, and
evolving jurisprudence. Das, writing as a scholar-practitioner, sets out to offer readers
not only the legal rules and key cases but also a sense of how rights operate on the
ground: in courts, administrative fora, civil society campaigns, and in the everyday
interactions between citizens and the state.

From the outset the book signals two interlocking aims. First, it provides a
systematic account of the legal architecture of human rights: constitutional provisions,
statutory norms, and major judicial decisions that define rights and remedies. Second, it
tries to practice what its title promises - to relate law to practice by discussing
mechanisms of enforcement, institutional actors, litigation strategy, and policy
implications. This duality is both the book's principal strength and the source of the
tensions that run through it.

Das organizes the book into clear thematic parts: foundational theory and history;
civil and political rights; socio-economic rights; institutional frameworks and
enforcement mechanisms; special topics (vulnerable groups, refugees, torture, death
penalty); and, finally, comparative and international dimensions. Each part contains
chapters that are short enough to be digestible but substantive enough to be useful as
reference units. The layout favours modular reading - a student can approach
individual chapters for coursework, while practitioners can consult chapters that speak
directly to litigation or policy design.

The choice of topics is comprehensive. Das does not confine himself to classic
civil liberties; he gives substantial attention to socio-economic rights, environmental
justice, and the interface between human rights and development. He also dedicates
chapters to institutional actors such as human rights commissions, public interest | = .
litigation (PIL) mechanisms, and the role of non-governmental organizations. This -
breadth is commendable: modern human rights practice demands familiarity with this
whole ecosystem, not only Supreme Court pronouncements.

One of the strongest features of the book is Das's lucid, compact exposition of
human rights theory and history. Beginning with philosophical foundations (natural
law, positivism, liberalism, and rights-based approaches) and moving through the
twentieth-century codification moments (Universal Declaration, ICCPR, ICESCR),
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Das sketches a narrative that helps readers situate Indian human rights discourse
internationally. He is careful to show how international instruments inform domestic
norms while recognising the limits of transposition in contexts where constitutional
structures and social realities differ.

Das also traces the genealogy of human rights in Indian constitutionalism with
care. He examines the drafting history of fundamental rights, the post-independence
debates, and the ways in which the Indian judiciary - particularly since the 1970s -
reworked constitutional doctrine to read rights in a dynamic, purposive manner. Where
many texts remain descriptive, Das is at his best when he synthesizes normative
debates: how to balance individual autonomy against social welfare; whether socio-
economic rights should be justiciable; and how courts should exercise restraint in
policy-rich domains.

For readers seeking doctrinal clarity, the book performs well. Das's treatment of
key constitutional rights - freedom of speech and expression, equality, life and personal
liberty under Article 21, freedom of religion, and protections against arbitrary
detention - is methodical. He provides clear statements of rule formulations, traces
doctrinal evolution through seminal cases, and highlights tensions and open questions
that still animate litigation.

What distinguishes Das's doctrinal chapters is his attempt to map doctrinal
developments to practical consequences. For instance, his chapter on Article 21 goes
beyond reciting cases: it analyzes judicial methods (textual, purposive, structural) and
their consequences for governance and administration. He does not shy from critical
commentary - where judicial activism may have filled gaps, how courts sometimes
overstep into policy or show deference when necessary - but his critique is balanced
and evidence-driven.

Another plus is Das's selection of cases. He does not overload chapters with every
decision; instead he picks representative judgments that illustrate doctrinal shifts. This
editorial choice makes the text teachable and usable for revision. However, readers
looking for a comprehensive case compendium will need to supplement with
headnotes or databases.

Das devotes considerable space to socio-economic rights- an area where many
human rights texts either do the minimum or get swept into theoretical disputes. He

frames the debate around justiciability with a pragmatist's sensibility: acknowledging
~ theresource constraints of the state while stressing that courts can - and have - played a
~ | catalytic role in securing minimum core entitlements. The discussion on the right to
health, education, food, and housing is notable for blending statutorily grounded
arguments with litigation strategy.

Importantly, Das refuses to treat socio-economic rights as merely aspirational: he
examines programmatic litigation, the role of commissions, and the potential for
rights-based administrative reforms. He is candid about the limits of judicial remedies
for widespread structural deprivation and argues persuasively that litigation must be
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paired with policy advocacy and institutional reform. This integrated perspective is one
of'the book's practical contributions.

A substantive portion of the book explores enforcement - courts, constitutional
remedies, statutory bodies (human rights commissions), national mechanisms, and
international recourse. Das offers valuable commentary on the strengths and
weaknesses of each. His critique of human rights commissions is fair: they have been
useful forums but are hampered by resource constraints, political pressures, and
limited powers. Similarly, his assessment of PIL is nuanced; Das celebrates PIL's
democratising potential while acknowledging the risks of frivolous litigation and
judicial overreach.

The chapter on prison reform, police accountability, and custodial violence is
especially useful for practitioners. Das provides a clear explanation of procedural
safeguards, investigative expectations, and remedies, with suggestions for strategic
litigation (e.g., using habeas corpus, compensation orders, systemic directions). These
practical insights - which read like guidance derived from courtroom experience - give
the book utility beyond theory.

Das is attentive to the lived realities of marginalised communities — Dalits,
Adivasis, religious minorities, women, children, LGBTQ+ persons, and persons with
disabilities. He devotes chapters to special themes like caste-based discrimination,
gendered violence, and the rights of indigenous peoples, and is careful to articulate the
intersectional dynamics that compound rights deficits.

In particular, his coverage of cultural rights and the tension between community
customs and individual rights is nuanced. Das resists simplistic binaries: he recognises
the value of cultural autonomy for marginalised communities while insisting that rights
discourse must protect individual dignity against oppressive practices. This sensitivity
to complexity strengthens the book's ethical core.

Das situates Indian law within comparative and international frameworks
effectively. While the book is primarily focused on domestic law, it draws on
jurisprudence from other common-law jurisdictions as persuasive context. Das's
treatment of international norms — treaty obligations, soft law, and the role of UN
mechanisms — is measured. He neither fetishizes international law nor dismisses its
persuasive power; instead he shows how global norms can influence domestic
jurisprudence and administrative practice.

This comparative lens serves pedagogical purposes (helping readers see
alternatives and analogies) as well as practical ones (identifying strategies that have
been successful elsewhere). However, some readers may wish for deeper engagement
with regional human rights mechanisms or non-Western models of rights protection;
such expansion could have enriched the book further.

Das writes in a clear, direct style that balances academic rigor with accessibility.
Chapters begin with learning objectives and end with concise summaries — a format
particularly helpful to students. The inclusion of illustrative examples, hypothetical
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problem prompts, and lists of suggested readings at the end of chapters enhances the
book's value as a teaching text.

Footnotes are used judiciously: they provide sources and occasional elaborations
without interrupting the flow. Das's citations are generally comprehensive, though
advanced researchers will still need case reporters and legal databases for exhaustive
work. The index is serviceable; a slightly more detailed subject index would have
improved navigability for the busy practitioner.

Strengths:

1. Balanced Dual Focus: The book's commitment to both law and practice is realized
effectively. Readers get doctrinal clarity and practical guidance in one place.

2. Breadth with Depth: Das covers a wide array of topics without superficiality. Socio-
economic rights, environmental justice, and institutional analysis receive due attention
alongside classic civil liberties.

3. Practical Examples: Litigation strategies, sample pleadings (where included), and
hands-on advice on enforcement mechanisms make the book valuable to lawyers and
activists.

4. Ethical Sensitivity: A principled approach to marginalized groups and an
understanding of intersectionality strengthen the moral thrust of the text.

5. Pedagogical Aids: Learning objectives, summaries, and problem prompts are
classroom-friendly and help structure study.

Human Rights Law and Practice by Jatindra Kumar Das is an important
contribution to Indian human rights literature. It successfully navigates the difficult
terrain between doctrinal exposition and practical engagement. Das's balanced voice
critical yet constructive, normative yet pragmatic - makes the book a useful tool for a
wide readership. It neither succumbs to doctrinaire abstraction nor flattens complex
questions into mere procedural advice.

If the book has a single overarching achievement, it is to remind readers that
human rights are not a self-sufficient legal artefact; they are lived through institutions,
politics, litigation, and the everyday choices of officials, advocates, and citizens.
Jatindra Kumar Das equips readers to understand the law and to act within it - to litigate
more strategically, to design better institutions, and to ground rights claims in social
realities. For anyone seeking a robust, practice-oriented introduction to human rights
law in the Indian context, Das's book is highly recommended.

In short : thoughtful, practical, and educative - a text that belongs on the shelf of
students, lawyers, and anyone engaged in the ongoing project of securing human
dignity through statutory law.
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Wanderlust

M. A. Ibrahimi @

IAS (1978)

UZBEKISTAN DIARY

Past and Present

In my imagination, Uzbekistan and the USSR come together. What also registers
on mind is the Tashkent Agreement and the untimely demise of the then Prime
Minister, Lal Bahadur Shastri. Tashkent is almost midway between Moscow and New
Delhi. On my way back from St. Petersburg, Russia, I watched the route of flight by
choosing cockpit mode on my seat screen. Turgay plateau, Aral Sea, Baikonur - places
and references from remote geography books flooded me. We arrived at Terminal 2 of
Tashkent Airport before the scheduled time. A fter completing immigration formalities,
we reached the hotel Al Arda Avenue, located near the Indian Embassy in Tashkent.
Adriftin Tashkent

At the Indian Embassy, we met the Head of Chancery Namo Narayan Meena. We
also met Nizomiddin Jumaev, the local staff. Meena was of immense help. Nizomiddin
arranged a local driver Afzalbek, who was also his friend. Tashkent is a well-planned
city full of parks and a variety of flowers blooming everywhere. Clean and wide roads,
beautifully designed
buildings and .. .. markets abuzz
with activities. [l = The statue of Lal
Bahadur Shastri - located
at a corner of a park on Shastri
Street was the s = first place we
visited to pay our tributes. The
Minor Mosque is a marvel of
architecture. It 1S a modern,
white marble "M Mosque. The
Hazrati Imam . complex is a
religious and < : architectural
ensemble of mosque, madrasa and museum. Chorsu Bazar - located in a huge fort type
building - was packed with vendors selling spices, fruits, vegetables and traditional
handicrafts. The Mustaqillik Maydoni (Independence Square) has Independence
Monument that commemorates Uzbekistan's independence from the USSR in 1991. At
Amir Taimur square, the huge bronze statue of Amir Taimur sitting atop a horse back is
part of a beautifully laid out park.

Over to Samarkand and Bukhara

s 00 09 90
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After about four hours' drive from Tashkent, we took the famous Silk Route.
Before reaching Samarkand, the road became congested as there was heavy traffic of
eight countries including other Central Asian Republics, Russia and Afghanistan.
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People in Samarkand looked happy, the cost of living is moderate and tourism is the
mainstay of the economy. Our visit to Registan, the Madarsah complex had three
ceramic, porcelain multi-coloured ornate madrasas with intricate architectural designs.
On the hill overlooking the city did we come across a full height statue of Islam
Karimov, the first President of the independent Uzbekistan.

On the way to Bukhara, many small eateries and soft drinks outlets selling mostly
Pepsi dotted the highway. For coffee break, we stopped at a shop attached to a house
which also doubled as stay home for tourists. The daughter of the shop owner - studying
in class 3 was learning 3 languages - Russian, English and Uzbek. I was surprised to see
that she was reading the Quran and the Hadees in three languages in a single book. A
walk through the city of Bukhara offered us peep into its trade, culture and religious
practices. Its historical monuments showcase centuries of Islamic architecture. Lyabi
Hauz ensemble is a lively square surrounded by beautiful buildings.

Back to Tashkent and India

The penultimate day of our stay being a Friday, we offered our Juma Namaz
prayers at Rakat Masjid. I was pleasantly surprised to see thick grey paper towels
provided free for drying face and arms after ablutions. The famous Timurid Museum = =
was an interesting place. Meeting Pushpendra Kumar Sharma - an engineer from
Azamgarh who had been working there for more than one year - was really
enlightening: India being a preferred destination for medical tourism. Our flight
departed at the scheduled time. On the way did we see white shining mountains and
hills. Silver ores are mined from them - other minerals of Uzbekistan being Gold,
Uranium and Copper. New Delhi is 3.15 hrs. flying time from Tashkent. (For full
travelogue, photos and videos please visit website www.maibrahimi.com)

Qo
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Archives

Dipak Kumar Singh @

IAS (1992)

Interesting Facts from the Archives

1. Memorandum of Agenda item no. 27 for the meeting of the council of Ministers
held on 31st January, 1950 :

Sub: Extension of the term of Anti-corruption Section

Excerpt from Memorandum of Political Department, Anti-corruption Section, memo
no. 114 P (AC) dated the 18th January, 1950, signed by Shri L. P. Singh, Chief Secretary to the
Government of Bihar.

“With a view to eliminate the growing corruption in the public services in general and
Supply Department in particular, Government created an Anti-corruption section attached to
the Political Department, temporarily for a period of six months in the first instance, with
effect from the 8th July 1946. The term of the section was extended from time to time, and the
present term expires on the 28th February 1950. This section has done quite useful work in
checking corruption in public services but the need for this section is still there. ........ itis
proposed to extend the term of sanction of this section for a further period of one year with the
existing staff on the existing terms and conditions.........

2. The statement of existing strength attached with the Memorandum shows that the then
existing strength of this section was one Additional secretary, one special officer, two
magistrates, 5 DSPs, 5 Inspectors, 9 Sis, 1 ASI, 1 Special Officer (non-gazetted) SI rank, 1
Havildar, 20 constables plus other clerical staff.

3. Excerpt from Letter no. 766 P(AC), Anti corruption section, Political Department,
dated the 24th July, 1952 from Shri L.P. Singh, Esqr. I.C.S. , Chief Secretary to the
Government of Bihar, addressed to all Heads of Departments (excluding the Commissioners
of Divisions)

“I am directed to say that Government consider it necessary to make a planned effort to
mark out the corrupt Government Servants, and to deal with them in a systematic manner.
Until corruption is eradicated from the rank of gazette officers, it would be impossible to make
much progress with the eradication of corruption from the lower ranks; and Government
have, therefore, decided that, in the first instance, a list should be prepared of gazette officers
«  suspectedorreportedtobe corrupt.”............oo
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4. The constitution of the Indian Administrative Service was communicated by letter no.
45-31-47- Ests. (R), dated the 15th December 1947, of P.V.R. Rao, Esq., [.C.S. Joint Secretary
to the Government of India.

The scheme was applicable to the Central Government and the Governments of Assam,
Bihar, Bombay, Central Provinces and Berar, East Punjab, Madras, Orissa, the United
Provinces and the West Bengal, who had agreed to the scheme by then.

The first competitive examination for the Indian Administrative Service and the Allied
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Services was held by the Federal Public Service Commission in July 1947.

Candidates selected for appointment to the Indian Administrative Service were to be
allotted to the Participating provinces by the Central Government in consultation with the
Provincial Government concerned, and, as far as possible, in compliance with the latter’s
wishes. Candidates were, as far as possible, to be allotted to their province of origin and
domicile (Sarvan Singh and SK Mukherji of Bihar Cadre belonged to this 1948 Batch).

5. First creation of Grand predecessor to the post of DG-cum — Chief Inquiry
Commissioner, in its journey from Special officer to Commissioner of Departmental Inquiries
to Chief Inquiry Commissioner to DG cum Chief Inquiry Commissioner

proposal of in-principle approval of creation of a post of special officer for dealing with
departmental proceedings was placed as Item no. 34 in the meeting of the Council of
Ministers held on 25th November 1958. However, the [tem was postponed in that meeting.

The memorandum bearing memo no. A 13654 dated 17th November 1958, signed by
Shri M. S. Rao, Chief Secretary to the Government, was again placed in the meeting of the
Council of Ministers dated 2nd December 1958, as Item no. 12 and was approved.

Excerpt from the memorandum placed before the Council of Ministers :

“Due to a variety of reasons, disposal of departmental proceedings, including
proceedings for corruption, is frequently delayed; sometimes these delays are
unconscionably long. It is felt that if the conducting of important proceedings is centralized,
disposal will be quicker. Rule 55 of the Civil Services (Classification, control and Appeal)
Rules, as well as Rule 5 (5) of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1955,
provide for an inquiry officer to enquire into the charges framed against any member of the
services. Government may accordingly appoint a special officer in the Appointment
Department who may function as the Inquiry officer in respect of all important departmental
proceedings under the administrative control of every department of Government. The
appointment of Special Officer will not only ensure expedition but is also expected to bring
about a general qualitative improvement in the disposal of these proceedings. The special
officer will devote more time and attention to these cases, and exercise proper control; the
evidence will be subjected to a more or less uniform standard; chances of ‘departmental
loyalties’ giving rise to softness towards a delinquent officer will be removed.

............... If the Council of Ministers approves the above proposal, further action will
be taken for creation of the post in consultation with the Finance Department.”

[t seems the post was ultimately created in 1960. Vide agenda item no. 12, in the meeting
of Council of Ministers dated 25th January, 1960, the post of Special Officer was created, | = -
temporarily for a period of 2 years, in the first instance, in the apex pay scale of IAS (Rs. 800- | = =
1800). The first person to be appointed on this post was also approved vide the same proposal.
Shri Radha Prasad Singh, Retired District and Sessions Judge was appointed on this post for 2
years, from the date of taking charge. Shri Radha Prasad Singh had given his consent on the
condition that his salary should be on the same basic pay, as he was getting just before
retirement and during his reappointment on the post of special officer, his pension should be
kept in abeyance. His pre-retirement basic Pay was Rs. 1550/- The Council of Ministers
approved the proposal. a0
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Administration of The Development Programme

By Paul H. Appleby

Paul H. Appleby travelled
extensively, interacted widely and
observed minutely to offer his views on
the Administration of the Development
Programme. As India embarked upon an
ambitious mission to usher in a welfare
state, Appleby offers his insights into the
structure, process and behaviour of
administration in relation to adminis-
tering development. He doesn't hesitate
in calling a spade a spade, pointing out
flaws, offering suggestions for
improvements, underlining the
imperative for clarity, transparency and
effective decision-making.

His report points out the acute
paucity of resources which makes it
difficult to navigate between competing
priorities and obtain allocative efficiency.
For instance, he clearly favours
universalisation of primary education
over the expansion of secondary
education but he is aware that it is only a
matter of time that there would be a huge
demand for secondary education. Among
other constraints hobbing development
administration, he underlines the absence
of actionable statistics for planning,
deficient physical infrastructure like
roads hampering mobility, multiplicity of
ministries with competing priorities
involved in a development project.

He is also critical of the functional
concentration of responsibilities in the
office of the collector. Instead, he favours

the recruitment of same number of
personnel but with appropriate technical
wherewithal and clear lines of
responsibility. He cites the example of
Bombay to appreciate headways made in
the fields of education and health
following straight- line administration.

Appleby candidly expresses his
views on the raging questions of the day.
He is critical of both doctrinaire
nationalisation as inefficient, unviable
and undesirable and sharply critical of the
mixed economy as abounding in
ambiguities and deterring domestic and
foreign investors, "A mixed economy is
no solution and no definite policy unless
the mixture is clarified."

What also exasperates Appleby is
the system of 'cumbersome and multiple
reviews.' Involving both the centre and
more than one state in regard to projects
like Bhakhra Nangal and DVC, he
suggests that such undertakings should
be exclusively carried on by the centre,
without control being shared with the
states.

He points out the prolonged delay
when it comes to the interaction between
business and the government. He quotes
one industrialist to the effect that
handling any kind of business with the
government requires from six to eight
months.

In regard to the submission of a
development project, its sanction and
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finally its execution, he underlines
critical flaws. The forms prescribed by
say, the planning commission are
cumbersome, littered with the need for
information already available but lacking
in essential columns to elicit crucial
information. Toing and froing of
unnecessary communication, generalists
questioning the technical wisdom of the
specialists, subordinate personnel of a
superior office questioning technical
findings - he underlines these as
hampering development administration.

More fundamentally, he delves
deep into the centre-state relationship
vis-a-vis the administration of
development programmes. One, the
centre has no executive agency of its own
in the field as it carries out primarily staff
and not line functions. Two, the system of
central financial assistance to the states is
cumbersome. Three, responsibilities are
too diffused to be conducive for holding
anyone accountable. Four, different
states are different in terms of needs,
expectations, capacity and political and
administrative maturity and rapport with
the centre. This complicates the task even
further.

In the formative decades, India
undertook community development
programmes in a big way. This aspect
receives his close scrutiny. As for the
difficulties and challenges against which
such projects find themselves pitted, he is
very focused. The transformation and
application of technological learning

%

developed elsewhere, for one. Further,
the combination of ministerial,
functional and expert resources is
difficult. The fact that experts and
villages are far apart from each other-
poses its own challenges.

In the operational realm of the
execution of community projects, he
highlights the need for timely and clear
communication- often not forthcoming.
Obsolete practice of purchasing with
rigid specifications doesn't find his
favour. He sighs, "Even substantially less
money with much more flexibility would
greatly improve morale and
effectiveness." Extreme importance
attached to hierarchy- in his view-
hampers both communication and
effectiveness. The presence of too many
committees, too many reviewing
authorities- do not find his favour.

At the macro level, he advocates
the removal of the community projects
from the direction of the Planning
Commission. His arguments are well
placed. He argues that a commission can't
be a good form for large- scale and rapid
action administration. The fact is that a
staff agency like Planning Commission is
not congruent with administrative
character and needs. Further,
involvement of the planning commission
in administrative matters could reduce its
objectivity- so essential for planning.
Moreover, the planners could lack the
essential qualities needed for large and
rapid action administration.

(Sanjay Kumar is posted as Additional Secretary in Rural Works Department)
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Vaishali

The Eternal Legacy of Vaishali

Vaishali, one of the most ancient cities
of the Indian subcontinent, occupies an
important place in the cultural and historical
landscape of Indian Civilization. During 6"
century BC, when most of the Mahajanpadas
were ruled by the imperial monarchies,
Vaishali emerged as the capital of the
Lichchhavi Sangh - a unique experiment in
collective governance and representation.
The ethos emanating from this land
continues to inspire democratic values and
spiritual pursuit even today.

It was here that human thought and
spiritual exploration attained remarkable
heights. Vaishali became the cradle of
philosophical discourses and played a
seminal role in the evolution of Buddhism
and Jainism in the 6th century BC. Vaishali
holds special significance in Jainism also as
Mahavir Swami, the 24th Jaina Teerthankara
was born in Kundupur (or Kundagrama)
near Vaishali around 599 BC. This sacred
city witnessed the initiation of Bhikkhunis
(female monks) into the Buddhist Sangha -
beginning with Mahaprajapati Gautami - the
Buddha's foster mother, and later Amrapali,
the celebrated court dancer of Vaishali.
Amrapali's transformation from a royal
courtesan to an enlightened disciple
symbolizes the spiritual inclusiveness that
Vaishali stood for.

Vaishali in Buddhist tradition

Gautam Buddha, after renouncing his

DU ]

Vaihziii Stupa H-o.using the oiy Relic

Krishna Kumar .\
IAS (2017) K@

The Resuscitation of Vaishali

royal life, is believed to have first visited
Vaishali and received spiritual guidance
from Alara Kalama. After attaining
enlightenment, he frequently returned to
Vaishali to preach the Dhamma. It was here,
during his last Varshavasa (rainy retreat),
that Lord Buddha announced the timing of
his Mahaparinirvana—his final liberation
from the cycle of birth and death. Before
departing for Kusinagara, he offered his
Bhiksha Patra (alms bowl) to the people of
Vaishali, marking his deep connection with
this sacred land. Thus, Vaishali stands as the
site. where the Buddha's earthly journey
drew towards its contemplative conclusion.

Vaishali also holds the distinction of
hosting the Second Buddhist Council in the
4th century BC. This Council sought to
resolve interpretational differences
concerning the Vinaya rules of monastic
discipline. This historic assembly laid the
foundation for the subsequent evolution of
two major schools of Buddhism—
Theravada and Mahasanghika— signifying
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Buddha Samyak Darshan Museum-cum-Memorial Stupa, Vaishali (Bihar)

the diversity of thought that Buddhism
embraced as it spread across Asia.

Excavation of the Buddha Relics: A
Historic Discovery

The spiritual and archaeological
significance of Vaishali reached a defining
moment with the excavations carried out by
Shri A.S. Altekar and his team between 1958
and 1961 under the Directorate of
Archaeology, Bihar. These excavations
unearthed the Relic Stupa containing the
authentic mortal relics of Lord Buddha,
confirming textual references in the
Mahaparinibbana Sutta. The relics were
found carefully enshrined in a soapstone
casket containing ashes, conch pieces, glass
beads, and a golden leaf, offering irrefutable
testimony to Vaishali's sacred antiquity.
These relics were preserved and displayed in
the Patna Museum for several decades,
serving as a vital link in the global Buddhist
heritage circuit. Their authenticity and
provenance made them an object of

Prayaas

profound reverence for followers of
Buddhism worldwide.

The Buddha Samyak Darshan Museum
and Memorial Stupa

In 2015, Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri
Nitish Kumar conceived the idea of re-
establishing Vaishali as a pivotal centre in
the international Buddhist Circuit, inspired
by its unparalleled historical and spiritual
importance.

Recognizing the sacred value of the
relic casket discovered in Vaishali, the
government of Bihar under guidance of
Hon'ble Chief Minister initiated the vision
of constructing a Buddha Samyak Darshan
Museum-cum-Memorial Stupa near the
original mud stupa. Seventy-two acres of
land were acquired by the Government for
constructing the Stupa and other structures.
It was planned that the stupa should be built
with sandstone for longevity, and
accordingly, the memorial stupa has been
constructed with more than forty-two
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thousand blocks of pink sandstone from the
Banshi Pahadpur mines of Rajasthan. Two-
floor structure of Stupa rises to 35 meters
with a diameter of 49.8 meters. The stupa,
rising to nearly twice the height of the world-
renowned Sanchi Stupa. The holy relic
casket is preserved on the first floor whereas
ground floor houses a meditation hall with a
Buddha image in dhyana mudra, Additional
structures include a visitor center, library,
meditation center, guesthouse, cafeteria,
and water reservoirs. The Buddha Samyak
Darshan Museum-cum-Memorial Stupa
was officially
inaugurated by Chief
Minister Nitish
Kumar on 29th July
2025. by formally
enshrined the
Buddha's relics in the
newly constructed
stupa at Vaishali, in
the presence of
monks and
dignitaries from
various Buddhist nations, including Japan,
Thailand, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Nepal, and
Bhutan. This moment marked a spiritual
homecoming of global significance, as the
sacred relics were permanently relocated to
the land where the Buddha had last
preached. The site was opened to the public
on 5"October, 2025.

Vaishali: A Milestone in Buddhist
Heritage Revival

The Buddha Samyak Darshan Museum
cum Memorial Stupa has emerged as a
landmark in the cultural and spiritual revival

Meditation Centre and Library

*

of Vaishali, offering a unique blend of
heritage, learning, and meditation. Since its
inauguration, the museum has been open to
the public and has already become a
significant attraction, welcoming an average
of more than 6331 visitors per day.

In addition to its museum exhibits, a
meditation centre is fully operational,
conducted in association with the Patliputra
Vipassana Centre, providing visitors with an
immersive experience in Buddhist
meditation practices.

Plans are
underway to
inaugurate a fully
functional library,
which will house an
extensive collection
of books on
Buddhism, its
teachings, and
cultural history. This
initiative aims to
make the museum not
only a place of heritage display but also a
hub of knowledge and scholarship.
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Further, the museum is planned to host
the 'International Buddhist Conclave' in the
future, and will develop as a centre for
cultural exchange by organizing various
events. The conclave, along with other
cultural events, will strengthen the
museum's position as a global hub for
Buddhist heritage and dialogue, enhancing
international recognition and establishing
the site as a premier destination for
enthusiasts of Buddhist culture.”

Krishna Kumar is Director, Museum and Archaeology.
Principal Editor's Note : Initial steps to establish the historical importance of Vaishali were
taken by the noted academician, Mr JC Mathur ICS, when he was posted as SDO of Hajipur.
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PRAYAAS QUIZ

Ravi Shankar Sharma - better known as Ravi - the music composer would have
turned 100 had he been alive today. This quiz is a tribute to Ravi whose soulful music to
numerous songs became extremely popular despite the fact that Ravi himself remains
relatively anonymous.

1.

10.

The 1965 film 'Waqt', directed by Yash Chopra, is a cinematic milestone. Two
songs, both penned by Sahir, serve as title tracks around the capricious nature
of time (Waqt). One is 'Waqt se din aur raat', sung by Md. Rafi. Which is the
other one?

'Aye meri Zohra jabeen, tujhe maloom nahin' is another iconic song from
Wagqt. In an industry long obsessed with youthful romance, it dared to be
different. What does' Zohra Jabeen ' stand for?

Ravi composed music for many Malyalam movies. In the Malyalam movie
industry, he was known by an endearing name. What is that name?

While recording 'Babul ki duaen leti ja, ja tujhko sukhi sansaar mile..." for
Neel Kamal, Rafi was in a tearful state during the recording. What could have
been the reason?

'Bedard zamaana tera dushman hai to kya hai, Duniya mein nahin jiska koi
uska khuda hai'- this Hemant Kumar - Lata Mangeshkar duet is from
'Mehndi'- which in turn is the first cinematic adaptation of a character from
Lucknow who would inspire many more adaptations later on in both India
and Pakistan. Who is that character?

Today, 'Chalo ik baar phir se ajnabi ban jaayen hum dono' - is not just a film
song. It is part of our cultural memory - felt by anyone who has had to walk
away from love with grace, but not without pain. Sahir had penned this nazm
years before the movie was made. When had he penned this nazm?

Ravi was born in Delhi but made his career in Bombay. Incidentally, he
composed music for two movies which carry Dilli and Bombay in the names.
Identity the two movies.

Identity the two movies for which Ravi received Filmfare Award for Best
Music Director.

'Aap aaye to Khayaal-e-dil-e-naashaad aaya, Kitne bhoole hue zakhmon ka
pata yaad aaya'- these lines from Gumrah are truly mesmerizing. Who has
penned these lines?

Each stanza of 'Baar baar dekho' song ends with "Tally ho'. What is the origin
ofthe expression 'Tally ho'?

[Answers to the Quiz could be checked onpage 30 of thisissue of PRAYAAS]

Prayaas

aa

..-r.—.
soen ue 00 00 LA A

s 0 20 00
weoee 0d 000



Prayaas

Book Review

Our Madhopur Home

JRK Rao
IAS (Retd.)

2

By Tripurari Sharan, IAS

Friends can persuade you to do
indulge in pursuits, against volitions. |
gave up up reading fiction for over two
decades, but my friend Trips (short for
Tripurari Sharan) nudged me to read his
novel “Our Madhupur Home” translated
into English by Arunava Sinha from
Madhopur ka Ghar in Hindi. The novel is
a semi-biographical narrative of his early
life and his life spanning five to six
decades from 1940's onwards. Perhaps
readers of Marcel Proust may categorize
it as 'In search of Lost time revisited” or
'Remembrances of Things past,
reconstructed”.

A true dog lover Trips builds the
narrative from the perspective of a pet
dog, a novel literary experiment in
anthropomorphization, reminds one of
Malcolm Gladwell's “What the Dog saw:
And other adventures.”

The writer a true dog lover deserves
praise, for regurgitating the Kennel clubs
of Culcatta and elaborating on the
process of choosing a pet dog with a
discriminating eye. Interestingly, in the
opening chapter, the lady of the
household protests arrival of a new pup.
Dog lovers will surely relish reading the
novel then on.

The novel portrays the lives in

forward caste households from 1920's till
early 1990's. The social status of women

1s vividly captured, in male dominated
households, not much different from
what one lived with in other parts of the
country. Brides were chosen by the
patriarch, keeping the social status of the
bride's side in mind. Women grudgingly
accepting the decisions imposed upon.
How women and young men aspire to
influence decisions impacting their lives,
only to be horribly limited by views of the
patriarchs.

As was the vogue of the times, the
education and grooming of sons is
prioritized over other affordable luxuries.
The premium attached to Government
jobs comes out in the narrative at
different places. A government job is not
only revered, for social status but also
provides enough to get the sons educated.
Compromises are struck to hold on to
ancestral land, while ensuring aspira-
tional education to sons. In rural
landowning communities, cows were
integral part of the household, the love
bestowed on them manifests in the
endearing names given to them. The
emotions associated with parting the
cows, over years find their place in the
novel.

The changing political scenario and
its impact on lost academic years
impacting youngsters, on account of
Jayprakash Narayan's movement, finds
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its place in the novel. While a lot is
written about educational and career
options of boys, the novel even
tangentially doesn't allude to girl's
education.

The author confesses thatitnot a tale
of bonds and relationships on a broad
canvas, nor a tale of single house but a
reflection of all of society. Only towards
the end the emerging realities and
sociological changes are alluded to in
passing, not very charitably though, by
asking “who's going to explain to them
that if there's no development are we
supposed to be happy with social justice
and breadcrumbs thrown at us? The
author doesn't expound on what the
household servants and those who toiled
in landlords fields got in return to their
sweat and toil. The novel is conspi-
cuously silent on 'self-respect and quest
for dignity' of these menials 'who tended
to animals in the households and who
carried the palanquins of brides.'

The novel is peppered with a few
philosophical snippets = 'real happiness
of life lies in living entirely in the present
moment', etc. Towards the end, the novel
captures the changing mores in rural
India, how the tradition of singing 'Holi

Songs' is not enlivened in forward caste
households but thrives in few backward
caste households.

Certainly the novel is not part of the
sub-altern literature, and the tumultuous
changes seen in the Political landscape, in
later decades of the novel, which gave
voice to the masses and made them
participants in democracy are not
acknowledged or elucidated upon.

Contrarily, the take away from the
novel is: how a dog can bring together
members of a family; how a pet dog longs
to be is fed by certain persons and
cuddled by them; how a dog readily takes
to those who reciprocate affection; how
diligently a dog can adjust to the
emotions of members of the household;
how a dog longs for the presence of each
member of the family and its attachment
to the house; how a dog can raise alarm
when the master is unwell and in distress.
Slowly but surely the dog wins the
affection of the lady who protested its
arrival. The author hints that 'cynophilist'
attribute is hereditary; for a broad sweep
of 'canine proclivities' brilliantly
illuminated, it will be a dog lover's
delight to thumb through the novel.

[I have read the Hindi version of this gripping novel, Madhopur Ka Ghar.

It is an excellent exposition of the rural milieu over the changing times — RU Singh]
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Feedback on Prayaas-4 of 2025

It is a pleasure to go through this edition of Prayaas. With its rich content and
refined language, it can easily be counted among the good magazines of our country. It
also reflects the presence of many hidden talents in our midst, who have come forward
this time and added great value to the magazine.

Your brief note on our beloved and respected Shri V. S. Dubey is especially
welcome. It offers our recently inducted officers a glimpse of a remarkable civil servant
who has shaped the careers of many, including mine. We owe a great deal to him—his
integrity, his immense contribution to public administration, and his willingness to
guide and support his fellow officers. - Ashok K Choudhary, IAS-1972 (ex-CS)

Thanks. Enjoyed reading the assortment of articles by colleagues; all lucid and
interesting. Reading Beames after a long time was a delightful experience and a
reminder of Dumka days .I was privileged to have worked under you.

— Pratyush Sinha, IAS-1969 (Former CVC)
Many thanks for forwarding the Oct-Dec2025 issue of Prayaas.

As always, it contains articles of abiding interest and helps us keep in touch with
colleagues and friends. Keep up the good work! Kind regards.

— Srinivas Rao Adige, IAS-1959

Thank you, Sir for sharing a compilation of great work from our colleagues. Regards,
— Sanjeev Kumar Sinha, IAS (Retd) from US

Dear Ram Updesh. Many thanks for the printed copy of the Oct-Dec issue of Prayass.

As always it contains several interesting and informative articles and keeps us in touch
with colleagues.

With season's greetings and all good wishes for the New Year, Yours sincerely,

— Srinivas R Adige, IAS-1959 r't
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Answers to PRAYAAS Quiz Eaese

i, Secas

1. Aagebhijaanenatu. : *ece

2. Zohrais planet Venus and Jabeen is forehead- often invoked in Urdu poetry to signify grace or . e

destiny. e .

Bombay Ravi. . - . :':
Just days before the session, Ravi had bid farewell to his own daughter at her wedding.

UmraoJaan.

When Sahirwasin the college, when he himself had loved without the possibility of marriage.
Dillika Thug and Bombay ka Chor.
Gharana and Khandaan.

. Sahir Ludhianauvi.

10. Tally Hoisacry in British fox hunting.
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Activities

Editor, Sanjay Kumar é\

IAS (2017)

Activities of the Association

Welcoming New Year and Celebrating Holi

In the run up to the event to celebrate the arrival of the New Year, there were a few
false starts. The initial thought was to organise it on December 31, 2025- it is how the
new year should be welcomed. But the weather had turned inclement. The long stretch
of winter with the sun making itself invisible and the difference between night and day
temperature being negligible, survival to celebration was preferred. 3ot &1 I T
ar IeX ¢Wa...So when the decision was taken to organise the celebration on January
10, it was not that the weather was expected to turn clement but because celebration of
the new year in February would have been incongruous.

Be that as it may, the organising committee- when it met to work out the logistics
for organising the celebration- was face to face with usual suspects. Harmeet is
efficient and full of imagination and doesn't say no to any suggestion given. Bonfire
arrangements, games for kids, Trampoline, selfie point, performance arena for artists-
he knows his job well. When it came to food- the raison d'etre of the event- Amrapali
suggested usual offerings. Sanjay Sir, Secretary of the Association- had other ideas. He
suggested the caterer to include Bihiya Puri along with Bundiya and aloo-gobhi-matar
Sabzi too. For the uninitiates, Bihiya Poori is unique ,large-sized, round pooris and
they are likened to elephant ears.

Given the wintry chill, the organisers were not sure how many officers and their
family members would turn up. But then the sun shone. The artist on Sexaphone
regaled the audience with wonderful Bollywood numbers. The children made hay as
long as the sun shone. Starters- delicious but calorie-heavy- tasted the freshly minted
new year resolutions. But the biggest draw was those large sized Bihiya Pooris- a
wonderful culinary statement from the boondocks of Bhojpur.

But as P.B.Shelley says, " If winter comes, can spring be far behind." Holi is the
ultimate celebration of spring. To celebrate the occasion, the IASOWA and IASOA
organised Holi Milan on the welcoming lawns of the IAS Bhawan on February 28.
- What was most heartening about the Holi celebration was the participation of family

members especially children. The musical troupe consisting of folk singers and
dancers gave regaled the audience with Holi songs and dance sequences involving
Krishna and Gopis. The coming together of members of different generations was a
sight to behold. Exchanging notes, smearing Gulal, gorging on delicious starters and
delicious main course, getting photographed at selfie point, children running around
blithely without a care in the world- it was celebration at its dazzling best.
Camaraderie, music, dance, great food, desserts, Gulal and balmy spring air- what
more one could ask for. ao
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1. |22111/28.11.2025 | 371 YdIUT HAR, HoWoHo (2021), IU fIHTT AMYad, T[EARNI HT ITRIES Fait H
RITIART |

2. 22163 /29.11.2025 | ST HeTol UTSy, WoHoHo (2021), JU fIHRT ATYaRT, THKIYR BT TSTRATT HTl
H IR |

3. |22164 /30.11.2025 | #1 Wodo AfaT, HoUoWHo (1991), TR, fIER I5a Ao uRvg &7 verm= |fea,
RIS Ue A GeIR fI9T & Ue UR Ue<euH |

4. [22165,30.11.2025 |51 <1UF HAR RAE, WoUodo (1992), IR T Afed, AT SR fI9RT &
HEIMQIh—5—g%& Gild JAYad & UG IR UaReTuH |

5. 22166 ,/30.11.2025 | 51 fAfeR HAR T, AToUoWo (1993), IR F& Hfd, I fT9RT &1 A
YT B UG UR TG |

6. |22167 /30.11.2025 | 5l Gl BAR, WoHoHo (2004), ATH ATGa, [d8R Had, g faeell I Aled
I 3T & g UR USRI |

7. |22168,/30.11.2025 | 51 Horl HAR 48, HloWoHo (2007), AT qOTI—R fawmT &1 fay &R
URIEBR, T8 fIMIT & Ug IR UeelTuH |

8. [22169,/30.11.2025 311 PITTA fHLIR, HoWoHo (2010), UHSHIT MY, THIT DI THSHI YT,
fORET TS, OTFHRYR BT SffIRed TR |

9. |22170,/30.11.2025 | 51 IS HFAR, HTo¥oHo (2010), THSHRI ATYa, [AREA THSH, JOTFHIYR BT A,
RS 99T & U IR UG |

10. | 22829 / 08.12.2025 | # SNBIT AT, HToYoHo (2012), RTAT TIBERY, FRITETE BT RTAT TTITBRY,
IR P IS IR TERATI |

11. [ 22830 /08.12.2025 | 311 SRS 48, WoUoHo (2017), T URTEDNI, HIYRT BT (STeAT URTIIDBRI,
U TR, 9T & Ug R YawRlTu |

12. | 22831 /08.12.2025 | 311 fadd ¥ #3, HToYoHo (2017), Tl gaTfiedr, Rraex &1 Rter uariery,
R & U IR USRI |

13. | 22832 /08.12.2025 | ST IFAATIT IMI, HoWoHo (2017), RTelT USRI, 3Raet BT RTelT UTHRy,
JIRATTETE & U8 UR Ya=eluH |

14. | 22833 /08.12.2025 | 371 YA fgadl, WoUoHo (2018), Ay wfvd, wa= fmior f9mT &1 Rtem
URIERRI, HICER & UG IR UG |

15. | 22834 /08.12.2025 | Sl UFHT 1, HMToYo¥o (2018), TURATSTHT fewrd, fagr yed =T Arrger
BT 57l usTiaer, Raer & ug uR ygweyH |

16. | 22835 /08.12.2025 | 1 I¥q aR<id, MoUoHo (2018), 32T, @1 Td SIAHID, BT [STelT UGTRIBRY,
ARV & UG YR TG |

17. | 22836 /08.12.2025 | 311 TG G&H, {o¥odo (2018), Maw®, @M, U4 y—aw@ T, R &1 fSem
TRTTERRI, SRR & U8 TR U&=l |

18. | 22837 /08.12.2025 | 311 31 ST, HoWoHo (2018), MGwId, FORY, U Ud HAR HATE [I9RT &1
INEIRSIECaNS % g UR UGRATI |

19. | 22838 /08.12.2025 | 311 TR 3=, oo (2018), erd, ddh-id fdbrd, SERT fO9RT &1 Rt
URTTEBRI, TRIYRT & UG YR YGLIT |

20. | 22839 /08.12.2025 | ST 3FINT ¥, HloUoHo (2018), faRIY SR URTEGRI, SHofl [T &1 forel
IRIfERRI, 3RAA & UG IR UG |

21. [ 22840 /08.12.2025 | ST TR, oUo¥o (2018), e, wrerfie e &1 fRrer ueIrary, gaa &
UG TR USRI |

22. | 22841 /08.12.2025 | 21 ¥ HAR 8, WoUoWo (2018), I, P BT Tl URTRIGRI, HHR (431)

P U IR USRI |
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23.

22842 /08.12.2025

3N Bo AT HFAR, HoWoHo (1996), V&I Aferd, AT U fIdwr favmT T verms
Afd, IggHd S Td STYfad Sied dHedrel IR /4 dRidTerd
TR, #erefora fdem fiee /ey feee, fIer g oggfea Sifa
AERIRG e i fafics @1 sifiRed uvR |

24.

22843 /08.12.2025

1 Ghol HAR UTe, HoUoWo (2002), A, Al FRY AMFFN fIHIT Bl |l
g 797 fATT 1 S1fciRed IR |

25.

22844 /08.12.2025

3 a1 HAR 8, do¥oHo (2004), Aa, TR It f[9RT H1 Ao, @re v
SYHTTAT FReTT fITT, fI8R, U1 & UG UR UavelTu |

26.

22845 /08.12.2025

871 fadeT eI, HoWoWo (2005), G, SRR ST Ve ST SIS BTl
famT <1 e Yo BRI AT @ U OR gaReio |

27.

22846 /08.12.2025

T FET HAR 3MRo JEHABE!, HoHoWo (2006), Aferd, Ter fHAfoT fmT &7 7R
TG AT fabrT fIRT & U OR UeReNud Ud Y&eT fQerd, Tedr #gl Nel =
fafies @1 rfaRed uvR |

28.

23115 /11.12.2025

37 o e, WoHoHo (2010), MIAd, ARTT THed, BURT &I Ao, S=a e
9T & U IR UG=evA |

29.

23116 / 11.12.2025

1 HIeTeT fHRIR, AToYoHo (2010), TP, TH YHS BT Aled, JaT, AR Td
DI fAPRI fPHTT & UG UR YA |

30.

23117 /11.12.2025

Y 3raeirer HAR R, WoUoWo (2010), IMIad, HIR THed, BT MIad, HRTAYR
JHSd Pl AfIRad U9 |

31.

23118 /11.12.2025

1 391y HAR M, Hlo¥oHo (2010), Y, WITAYR THS BT ATYdd, TR

JHee & Ue UR UGRTUA U4 3M1gdd, [Rgd YHSd Ud JAYdd, AR THed Pl
IffafRead U9 |

32.

23119 /11.12.2025

il frerer e qaR, HToUoWo (2011), IRy e, wfee Afarera favmT &
faery wfea, Rifaa e f9mT & U IR ue=eme |

33.

23123 /11.12.2025

T I AR e, AoloHo (2004), W, @Tel Td Iu¥Taar Hwerr T, fIeR,
UeH Bl gdy e [9ER 50 @ vd i syl T, uesr & srfaRed
TR |

34.

23223 /12.12.2025

il 7 RIS, WoTo¥o (2001). URASTHT fAered, faegr e aRarsHr uRyg &
A, ATSTT Ud [T 3T & U8 IR UgelIyH |

35.

23224 /12.12.2025

st 2ffa wfet 3N, |oUoo (2011), Y& ew®, fagR WT5g 9y e A9
DI Jee 3T, [IER T %l Ud Heol! fadrT 719 1 31faReh U9 |

36.

23225 /12.12.2025

1) g7 BAR, AoUoHo (2013), (TETRATIT B UCIIENRd) BT Faere, ATHTfSTS FRET
% U§ IR UGLIIH |

37.

23226 /12.12.2025

it IU TRATE, HToWoWo (2013), JTUR Aferd, ATHNT UM+ faqTT &7 81oR g,
319 f3RT & U IR UG |

38.

23227 /12.12.2025

# T HAR [R5, doUoHo (2013), IR A, FHAIS HeAToT 9T BT fFaera,
AR IToT & U R USRI |

39.

23228 /12.12.2025

dlo fem v B, ATo¥oWo (2013) (TSR T WIIeTRa) PT a2, TRIBIET
(ST fPITT) & U IR Ye=eqTo |

40.

23229 /12.12.2025

T AT HAR—1, WoUoWHo (2013) (TERATYA B¢ UIeRA) BT fFera, e ud
U0 & Ug UR YEReITI |

41.

23230 /12.12.2025

1 AT UBIe, WoHoHo (2014) (USTATIT TG UKIIBIRG) BT TUR A< G
RTST {3 & g OR UGy |

42.

23231 /12.12.2025

571 31T HFAR TS, HloUoHo (2014), IR A [are YRTEBRI BT HrRIUTTD
e, ST Wy I @ Ug UR USRI Ud JTUR fed, ey 9T, fIET,
eHT &1 STfaRad TR |

43.

23232 /12.12.2025

71 T I8y Hiom, |AloloHo (2014), fFaere, IFGfAd ST Ud Igfrd STt
PHTOT BT IR Aferd, fIER ST AT U¥E & UG UR YR |

44.

23233 /12.12.2025

1 gl BAR, WoHo¥o (2014). AW AlYd, [I8R 5T HHANT =g AN Bl
yde (e eTe, BRI @Rl Ud e iyl 7 & U8 uR e
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45.

23234 /12.12.2025

3f gy WTd, HoUo¥o (2015), IR HIIUTd e, I WReg | &1
AT, Y—31fWel Td URHATT & Ug IR Y& |

46.

23235 /12.12.2025

1 3 |HR, HloUoHo (2015) (UGRATYT B HAIIETRd) BT Fareh, Jed, oY Td
HEH ST & U8 IR USRI |

47.

23236 /12.12.2025

31 FT9T HAR HIOT, WoHoHo (2016) (TETRITIT T UETR) B F32d, @M & Ua
TR JERITIH |

48.

23237 /12.12.2025

7 QIR RITAT MoloHo (2015) (TGRATUT 7] WeMIeRd) BT e, 70 & U8 W
TSI |

49.

23238 /12.12.2025

37 fIST HAR, o¥oHo (2015) (TSLATAT T FHETR) T IR |fd, fRrerm famT
% g UR UGRATTH |

50.

23239 /12.12.2025

7 HAIST FAR I, WoUoWo (2015) (TSRATIT B IHERA) BT AW Ao TR
AT U& 3MMaT f3IT & Ug UR USRI |

51.

23240 /12.12.2025

3 g1 BFAR, HAToUo¥o (2015) (TSRATYA Tq FRIERA) BT R AT, WReY
O & g UR YaeITu |

52.

23241 /12.12.2025

37 3MRE FA, HoUoWo (2017) (TERRATIA T HAEARd) BT IT5d RIS IMgad &
U TR UG |

53.

23242 /12.12.2025

3 AT HAR, AToUo¥o (2017) (USRATYA Y IRIERA) BT Fawre, FaaT gd
TH—\9d B UE IR USRI Ud YdeT < 91d, faeR Ia dare Afafd &1 ifaRad
U9 |

54.

23243 /12.12.2025

31 FAR TRTT, HToTo¥o (2019), TR 3TYh, AT BT T4 FHwrd, [9ER 7 wa
fFmor fer fafics & U UR UeReITus U |y |fed wae FHior i3 f98r &1
IR YR |

55.

23244 /12.12.2025

37 AT HFAR, AToUoHo (2010) IU fAHE Yeh e TRART BT GRATSHT
e, R vea e ANrsdl & U WR USRI+ gd e fRers, 5o sitas
gRATel @ faera far) @1 srfafRed TR |

56.

23245 /12.12.2025

# |ARY AT AR, ToUo¥o (2010) TR 3MRYh QdI TRIRYT AIfTERT & e,
PV B UT IR USRI |

57.

23246 /12.12.2025

1 I GAR, HoUoHo (2019), U [AHTH MR TAT BT URATSHT a2, f[d8R
Rrerr gRITSHT URYE & g UR ye=equH |

58.

23247 /12.12.2025

3 I AR U, HTo¥UoHo (2010), U AP ATYaRT, BURT BT U8 Fqera,
fIeR = ured gEad yaTer A foifics & Ug oR uewelu |

59.

23248 /12.12.2025

871 faspH faR&R, HToUoHo (2019), TR TYeRT, GOTFHRYR BT [F1a 2T, TTIfHes fRrer
@ Uq YR TR |

60.

23249 /12.12.2025

Sl {1 I, WoHo¥o (2019), SY AT Yh, Faral &I fFawrd SR
ST T STRYfr SIS edTo & Ue IR qeRelo |

61.

23250 / 12.12.2025

ST 3THTeT AN, AoUo¥o (2001), IU [AHTH MYh IdER HI IY [dHT™ Y,
TERT & U IR Y& |

62.

23251 /12.12.2025

ST T ATE, WooHo (2021) (USRI B HATRd) BT U fAdHT Mg,
TITET B TS UR USRI |

63.

23252 /12.12.2025

ST FBTRT Bid, HToUoWo (2021) (TR B WAIERA) BT SU fddbT g,
JRR P UG UX UGLATIH |

64.

23253 /12.12.2025

s fenid RIERT, |oYoo (2022), faRy w1 UGy, ATHRT TR faWmT, &
FTAYSH URTIBR, AIfTERI Hex & UG UR UGReATI |

65.

23254 /12.12.2025

1 9gF (98 ATea, HToWoHo (2023) 3TUR TR ATY<H USHT DI IS UaTEBN],
BICBR & Uq UR UGRRATIH |

66.

23255 /12.12.2025

AT 3fSTell THl,  AToUoWo (2023), fIRIY HTI URTRIGN, AN HeAToT fIqRT &
TS TRTRIGRY, 3RRTST gdf AIfTERY & IS U= el |

67.

23256 /12.12.2025

S TR19T, WToYo¥o (2023), faRIY BRI UGTEHN, R  f39HT &1 avsd
TRTIIHTI, STRT He&X & Uq UR USRI |
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68.

23257 /12.12.2025

Slo 78T HARI, Ho¥oHo (2023), fa=IY HI UGN, TR fITT BT SrgHTSd
TSP, AR & U8 IR YGLITIH |

69.

23258 /12.12.2025

$ PO I, HoHoHo (2023), faRIY BRI URIGRY, T8 f9FT HT FFAvSd
USTBRI, EIT S Ja IR USRI |

70.

23973 /24.12.2025

%71 ARl HAR B, HoToWo (2014), AR AfYd, AZHS Alarery auHT H+
wfreet ARTeR R 9erdh BIax 19 fed fafde faam= favmr # st &r
aﬁﬁ?ﬁwﬁﬁwaﬂﬁ%gq%ﬁgﬁal

71.

24159 / 30.12.2025

AT fasTareted THo, ToYoWo (1995) IR PR |, SN, A U UY] AT
T &1 TR R |fd, AT Ud fadrd fmT & ue R ueweius vd ded,
RER Yo Ao ase Td aREeEr PR, ﬁmmgﬂaﬁ@gﬁﬁﬂ‘m
ISl BT AR TR |

72.

24160 / 30.12.2025

3N Fo A HAR, HoUoHo (1996), T Afd, AlsT1 Ve fdawm famT, S8R,
YeHT BT YT WAR1d, T ST T, e, e & g TR YR |

73.

24161 /30.12.2025

8 Uehol AR, WoYoHo (1997), VeI AfFd, B fIHRT ®T W Afa, Jror
FrepTeT fTRT @ T TR eI |

74.

24162 / 30.12.2025

STl ot &4, HToYoHo (1997). (THIfT UGRRATIT Bl UHIeT H) &7 3T0R FER, Ioid
TYg & Ug IR USRI |

75.

24163 / 30.12.2025

] THATER WTel, HloYoo (1998), Y& Wfe@, T=1 ST 4T, fagR, UeT &
W AfeE, HIY [IHRT & U UR UeRITI Ud Sird JARgad Pl AR YR |

76.

24164 / 30.12.2025

31 faTa FAR, AToToWo (1999), (FHITT USIATIT BT HlIel H) BT U&= Fierd, TR
O™ U JMMaT a9 @ 9§ U= U=y |

77.

24165 /30.12.2025

51 39 R4g HIom, “oloo (2000), 3TUR HEIY, RIS YNE BT IYh, IR THISH &
IS UR USRI |

78.

24166 / 30.12.2025

il 7Y HAR, oo (2005). AT, SIN, A Td U] FATI [T T 3,
AR TS & IS R JEeITu |

79.

24167 / 30.12.2025

Al AT AR JSheADE], HToHoWo (2006), W@, TR fAh Td Mare fawmT o1
|fea, srgfad onfa ud ST HearoT f9ET /q& driuTdd
RIS, FETaford e e / vey fHewre, [9eR g Sfa FgdiRar
T i forfics a1 S1faiRe TR |

80.

24168 / 30.12.2025

N1 AIRGR <arat RAE, Mo¥oWo (2008), WM, JToRG UNG &7 MY, foRgd wHved,
HTFPRUR & UG IR TERATI |

81.

24169 / 30.12.2025

31 3faieT HAR B, WoloWo (2010), 3MIH gﬁ'\lwwgﬁ'\f (arfcrReh IMR

WWl

8224

1170 / 30.12.2025

Y &5 HHAR, WoYoWo (2011). Y& e, A€ fIgR Ul fewsiege™ wvar
FRAfeS BT FRr W2, et RIFTT BT iR FR |

83.

24171 / 30.12.2025

i foyeler Y TaR, ATo¥o¥o (2011), favy wfea, Rifaet famme= fawmT &1 fagw
afera, wied T &1 ifaRad IR |

84.

24172 / 30.12.2025

A1 AT FAR A0S, AoUo¥o (2014), HrIUTAD HEUH, T ¥R AT BT
vaer e, faER e AT Ud SMERd wean e fafics &1 sifaRed
UHIR |

85.

24173 / 30.12.2025

31 TR 3B, HoUo¥o (2017), 5T YRTS ARYTH Bl Fawrd, Wel, f[I8R, ger
D1 SfTRET YA |

86.

24197 / 30.12.2025

sl AT HAR 4B, WoloHo (2003), A, YTIIOT [IHRT AT BT Aira, Tareed
fOTRT & Ug OR geeITTH |

87.

599 /09.01.2026

3N TR AR, WoUo¥o (2019), IU fIHMN 3MYh U1 &l Tae Feed, e,
Tl & U IR UGRATA |
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88. |600 /09.01.2026 | %1 T1Ud HHAR S, HoHoo (2019), TR 3MY<h, A=<l BT AYh Afd, I
HAT AIAT & Ug WR UGRATUA Ud e, f[ER e e & st
TR |

89. [601,/09.01.2026 | #I1 AP YATRIAT, HToWoHo (2020). IU fAHBA IIRJH WISAT BT TR 3MYTh
AT & Ug TR Y& |

90. |602,/09.01.2026 | #T1 AR fFera fdde, WoWoHo (2020), IU fAHTH 3MYeh, UTGHISI BT TR
3R, fIER INIH & Ug TR UGeII |

91. [603,/09.01.2026 | 1 NI FHUuSford WUSHR, WoUoWHo (2020), SU fAHTH MYh ATl & U
4T 3YTh U & Ug UR USRI |

92 |604,/09.01.2026 | 1 I¥H FHHAR, WoHoHo (2021). TR JATYH, TRTAYR BT SY [IHT_T gh, ATeT~<T
@ Uq IR USRI |

93. |605,/09.01.2026 | g1 fRramell <ferd, WoUoWo (2021), TR ARIH, HIR BT TR 3TYeh, AT & U
UR UG |

94. |606 /09.01.2026 | #11 A UcTg 48, WoHoWo (2021), IU AP ARYh, DR, TY3T BT IU b1
IRYTh FHRIYR & IS IR YGLTIH |

95. (607 /09.01.2026 | #1T Se70T fa, HToWoHo (2021), TR 3MYh, JRIT BT SU B IIRJTH, BIRT &
IS UR USRI |

96. |608 /09.01.2026 | %1 Trl [T, HToHoo (2022), JTHAVEH URTHHIRI, YfORIT BT TR 3TYTh, JIR B
IS R USRI |

97. |609,/09.01.2026 | 11 3MeMY FHAR, WoHoHo (2022), JTATSH UGB, d1G BT AR Yh, AITERI
P Ug IR UG |

98. [610,/09.01.2026 | #11 foh¥Tcty HRIETET, WoHoWo (2022), ATAVSH URTHIBNI, HE3, LMl P TR
JIRYTH, ANTAYR & UG UR JGRITI |

99. |611,09.01.2026 | 37 7RG FAR, WoUoHo (2022), FTATSE UGTHDBNI, 8T Bl U [IHN IR
TS & U8 UR USRI |

100612 /09.01.2026 | 3 @IoTel awa A, MoloWo (2022), ITAVSH URTRIGRY, fIER TRIG & 59
a1 JIRJTh JfCrIT & IS IR UG |

101.613,/09.01.2026 | 2T fa 2Ifeh, WoUoWo (2022), TS URTRIHNI, TR HT U [IHTH gh

, 3T & U R UGRRATI |

102614 /09.01.2026 | G5 TIT MR, HloUoHo (2022) (AHIRT UGRRTUS @l Feflerm #) &) U fdewma
3R, WITTSAT & Uq IR YGATI |

103/615,/09.01.2026 | 311 TIRG FHAR, “oUoHo (2022), IFATSH UGS, U Hax &I SU [aHrd
3RITh, WERHT & US UR UG |

104,616 /09.01.2026 | 311 FqRTol UaTd RHE, WoUo¥o (2022), ITAVSH URIHGRI, FANTSAT BT TR
SRITH, TTHRYR & U UR UGRATI |

105,617 /09.01.2026 | G ITRHAT AT, HToUoHo (2023), ATAVSH UGB, UGSl Bl AFAVSH
USSP, I8 P UG UR USRI |

106,618 /09.01.2026 | 31 3fFReg UIUSY, Ho¥oHo (2023), ITAVSH URTEHNI, AT BT JTAvSH
URTEGRI, SFYR & IS TR Ul |

107./619,/09.01.2026 | G5 il 457, WoUoWo (2023), ATAYSH URIMABRI, THRI BT ATATSH
URIPTRI, TS WeR & Y& YR USRIy |

108,620 /09.01.2026 | G3IT ATHIEAT 3T&, HToUoHo (2023), JTATSH UYRTHHNI, qRATS BT FTASH
TRTHR, GOITFHRYR (TF¥=H) & U IR UGReiTu |

109.621,/09.01.2026 | &7 fed @Had, Wolodo (2023), AJAVSE URTHDHNI, UEYRT BT AJASH

USIRIARI, ARTSAT & Ug UR UgeIy |

110.

679 /09.01.2026

ST HIRTeT Ieeeh), UIeT I WoUoHo (2024), T Tl URIETTT & Iewa & guial
H geRerI |

aa
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Photo Gallery

Glimmpses of New Year Celebrations on 10 Jan 2026

A view with CS
on 28 Feb. 2026

Holi Milan Celebrations
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Artist Group with CS A Mixed Group



Photo Gallery

Holi Milan Celebrations on 28 Feb. 2026

A Ladies Group A Group of Senior Officers

Sitting on Chairs (L-R) Ms Kavita Srivastava Ms Ratna Amrit, Ms Harjot Kaur, Ms Chhabi

Standing (L-R) Include Sanjay Kumar (Editor), Dipak K Singh (ex-Secy), Surendra Pd Sinha, RN Dash, RU Singh
(Principal Editor), Pratyay Amrit CS (Chief Guest), Ashok K Choudhary (ex-CS), NK Sinha, Ghulam. Rasool Sufi IRS, Md
Sohil, Sanjay Kumar Singh (Secretary), Dhanaijjay.
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